
Five Overcome, Two 
Women Leap From 
Blazing Dwelling 

An elderly woman was overcome 
t»y smoke, and two other women, 
one 78, escaped by leaping 15 feet 
into a makeshift net yesterday, 
when fire swept a two-story dwell- 
ing at 220 P street N.W. 

Pour firemen also suffered in- 
juries from smoke, none seriously, 
in fighting the blaze, which drew 
three engine and two truck com- 

panies and hundreds of spectators, 
many of them school children just 
out for the day. 

One of the affected flrmen was 

Capt. J. A. Briscoe. 52, colored, of 
No. 4 Engine Co., who earlier had 
carried Mrs. Annie Strong, 68, 
colored, from her smoke-filled 
apartment at the rear of the build- 
ing. Mrs, Strong was reported in 
fair condition at Freedmen’s Hos- 
pital. 

Overcoat Serves as Net. 

The two other women made 
their dramatic escape before fire 
apparatus had responded. They 
are Mrs. Lillian Vaughan, 78, who 
lived on the second floor of the 
brick structure and Mrs. Odessa 
Everett, about 45, of 1601 Fifteenth 
street N.W., who was visiting Mrs. 
Vaughan. Both women, who are 

colored, said they landed without 
injury when their fall was broken 
by an overcoat held by a police- 
man and several neighbors. 

The other firemen treated for 
inhaling too much smoke were 
Pvts. Robert Foley, 23, of No. 3 
Truck Co., and Vic Wollet, 33, of 
No. 1 Truck, both of whom were 
released from Casualty Hospital 
within a few hours and Joe An- 
thony, 35, of No. 16 Engine Co., 
who like Capt. Briscoe was treated 
at the scene and did not require 
hospitalization. 

Woman Found on Floor. 

Capt. Briscoe said he found 
Mrs. Strong in her smoke-filled 
apartment, lying on the floor, 
after he had heard a faint groan. 
Then, feeling faint from smoke 
himself, he said, he carried the 
woman out to the porch, where 
other firemen carried her down 
a ladder. 

It was after this short period 
of fresh air that Capt. Briscoe1* 
thought himself strong enough to 
enter the house again. Almost 
half an hour later he was forced 
to leave and undergo oxygen 
treatment himself. 

Among others of the nine per- 
sons in the house at the time were 
Mrs. Sarah Leake and her two 
children, Thomas. 4, and Her- 
man, 8 weeks. All escaped with-1 
out injury. Firemen said the en- ] 
tire interior of the house was de-! 
stroyed. 

Coal 
(Continued From First Page.) 

dustry-wide contract which ex- 

pired last June 30. Mr. Lewis is 
aiming to have all of his contracts 
expire in the early fall, which isj 
of strategic importance to him 
since that is the time the demand 
for coal starts to pick up. 

In the agreement, Mr. Lewis 
created a new Board of Trustee^ L 
for administration of the welfare', 
and retirement fund. The new 
board is heavily stacked in his 
favor. The members are Mr. I%wis, 
Miss Josephine Roche, long-time 
friend of the union head who ad-> 
ministers the present fund, and 
Howard W. Showalter, Fairmont, 
W. Va., operator and another 
friend of Mr. Lewis. 

Tough in Comment. 
I 

The big operators were tough in 
their comment on the contract 
signing. John D. Battle, execu- 
tive vice president of the National 
Coal Association, pointed out that 
Mr. Lewis had not made public 
the list of operators signing the 
agreement, adding: 

“This is a 30-day contract, I 
fear, on the part of some people 
wanting to grab some quick dol- 
lars to keep from drowning.” 

Joseph E. Moody, president of 
the Southern Coal Producers’ As- 
sociation, said the contract sign- 
ing would not “in any way change 
our position.” The Southerners 
have refused to talk further with 
the UMW unless the union agrees 
to remove certain provisions from 
its old contract. 

Operators signing the agree- 
ment, Mr. Lewis said, produce 2,- 
333,800 tons of coal a year. That 
is but a minute part of the total 
produced at all UMW mines, esti- 
mated on the 1949 rate at about 
400,000,000 tons. 

In carrying out a policy an- 
nounced earlier, Mr. Lewis said 
the signatories of the contract 
would be permitted immediately 
to work their mines five or more 

days a week. 
Mr. Showalter, selected by Mr. 

Lewis as the “operators” welfare 
fund trustee in the new agree- 
ment, is president of the Monon- 
gahela Rail & River Coal Corp., 

\ which he said produces about 
350,000 tons of coal a year. He 

RUGGED DUTY FOR FIREFIGHTERS — Dense smoke felled 
several firemen yesterday as they battled a blaze in a house at 
220 P street N.W. Here Firemen Vic Wollet of Truck Company 
No. 1 is given first aid by Bill Moore of Rescue Squad No. 1 be- 
fore being taken to. Casualty Hospital for further treatment. 

—Star Staff Photo. 

said he planned a "friendly’ ’ap- 
proach to his job. 

Says Lewis Has Done Much. 
“I am one of the fellows,” Mr 

Showalter said, "who hasn't al- 
ways cussed John L. Lewis, be- 
cause he has done a lot for us 

whether we like it or not.” 
It was not clear, and Mr. Lewis 

threw no light on the point, 
whether the UMW head will at- 
tempt to make the new board a 
substitute for the board which is 
supposed to set policy for the old 
fund which includes the 20-cent 
per ton contributions of the en- 
tire industry. 

If Mr. Lewis does intend to 
substitute the new panel for the 
Did, he will encounter all-out op- 
erator resistance. Besides Mr. 
Lewis, the old board consists of 
Senator Bridges, Republican, of 
Mew Hampshire, as the “neutral” 
ind Charles I. Dawson, former 
Federal judge of Louisville, who 
was- selected by the operators. 
However, Mr. Lewis twice has 
Dlocked the seating of Mr. Daw- 
son, chosen to succeed Ezra Van 
Horn, who resigned. Mr. Lewis 
contends Mr. Van Horn's resigna- 
tion never was accepted by the 
trustee board. 

Bad Checks 
(Continued From First Page.) 

which the payee already has col- 
lected and should have on hand, 
and that consequently1 he could 
only attribute the default to “the 
rankest kind of carelessness.” 

Cost Put at $5 a Check, 

j The tax office has estimated in 
! the past that each bad check costs 
the District $5, but Mr. Pearson 
said he thought that figure could 
be revised upward. He has talked 
with officials of two banks about 
the possible reasons for the in- 
crease and they informed him 
that there is a definite increase in 
the number of worthless checks 
since the first of the year. 

The tax collector said the Dis- 
trict has never prosecuted persons 
for sending in bad checks. This, 
he said, is because of the limita- 
tion of the bad check law. He 
explained that in order to obtain 
a conviction the city would have 
to prove absolute intent to de- 
fraud. 

Last year's crop of worthless 
checks covered $123,842. Mr. 

| Pearson said that in former years 
'the District has received several 

| hundred bad checks a year. 

McKim Made Member 
Of Page Finance Board 

Special Dispatch to The Star 

LURAY, Dec. 7.—Robert Me- 
Kim, Luray druggist, qualified in 
Court here as the citizen member 
of the Page County Finance 
Board. He will serve a four-year 
term starting January 1. 

4 

Other members of the board 
are the County Treasurer Buford 
Mauck and County Clerk Robert 

Huffman.__ 
"Leghorn” hats actually are 

made in Fiesole, a suburb oi Flor- 
ence, Italy. 
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Red War Preparation 
In Arctic Reported 

By the Associated Press 

CHICAGO, Dec. 7.—The Chicago 
i Tribune, in a dispatch from its 
Paris correspondent, today said 
Soviet Russia is making "intensive 
efforts” to prepare its Arctic 
regions for a possible war with 

j the United States. 
The correspondent, Henry Wales, 

wrote he had obtained his in- 
\ formation from two escapees from 
forced labor projects in the area. 

The principal points of Wales’ 
account were: 

The two main military bases are ] 
newly created cities, Vorkoutsk 
and Tiksi, at the mouths of the 
Potshura and Lena Rivers. Other 
ports have been developed at the 
mouths of the Dvina, Ob, Yenes- 
sei, Ingirka and Amur Rivers. 

A strategic railway is being con- j 
structed from Lake Baikal to the 
Bering Sea opposite Alaska, but 
the Red Army is utilizing frozen 
rivers as its chief highways. 

Some 300 meteorological sta- 
tions have been established in the 
Arctic regions. 

Mr. Wales wrote: “This infor- 
mation and a detailed description 
of the operations were obtained 
from an eye witness who was sen- 
tenced to forced labor on Nova 
Zembla, but became ill and was 
evacuated to Vorkoutsk whence 
he escaped through the Iron Cur- 
tain to France.” 

He added, “from bases in Franz 
Josef Land, Dicksen Island and 
Spitsbergen, the Red Army plahs 
operations via Northern Green- 
land to Northern. Canada within 
easy range of the United States.” 

Red Korean Broadcast 
Raises Hope for Early 
Release of 2 ECA Men 

By Garnett D. Horner 
Hopes for early release of two 

American officials held by'North 
Korean Communists for more 

than two months were raised j 
today as another group of Amer- 

icans was believed to be on the 

way to freedom after a year's iso- 

lation by the Chinese Communist 

regime. 
A North Korean radio broad- 

cast offered to turn the two men 

over to an American representa- 
tive Sunday at the dividing line 
between South and North Korea. 
The State Department said it had 
no official word of such an offer. 

Secretary of State Acheson told 
a news conference today that an 

American diplomatic officer in 
South Korea will go to the divid- 
ing line at the time suggested in 
the broadcast, in the hope that 
the offer is authentic. 

The department was awaiting 
confirmation, meanwhile, that 
Consul General Angus Ward and 
his staff actually had left Muk- 
den, Manchuria, on a special train 

yesterday afternoon as scheduled. 
Arrangements went forward for 
an American ship to pick them; 
up at the North China port of 
Tientsin Monday. 

First Favorable Break. 

The North Korean radio broad- 
cast picked up here was the first 
favorable break in the case of 
Alfred T. Meschter of Kinder- 
hook, N. Y„ and Albert E. Willis 
of Brooklyn, who disappeared into 
North Korea in late September. 

Both ECA officials, the two men 

sailed as advisers to the crew on 

an American ship lent to the 
South Korean government, which 

presumably was taken to a North 
Korean port by a mutinous crew. 

Without any official contacts 
with the North Korean Com- 
munist regime, the State Depart- 
ment had asked the Soviet gov- 
ernment to use its influence in 

obtaining release of the two men. 

The broadcast suggested a meet- 
ing at 11 a.m. Sunday, Korean 
time. 

Word on Departure Waited. 
First word of the actual depart- 

ure from Mukden of the Ward 

group was expected to be a Com- 
munist announcement that the 
consulate staff had been expelled. 

Mr. Ward's last report to the 
State Department, through Pei- 
ping, was that he and his staff 
were scheduled to leave at 2:45 
p.m. yesterday (Washington time) 
for Tientsin. The arduous train 
journey is expected to take from 
two to four days, during which he 
presumably will have no means of 
communication. 

From Tientsen, American Con- 
sul Alfred T. Wellbum notified 
the Associated Press in Tokyo 
that the Ward party is tentatively 
scheduled to sail from there Mon- 
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day on the Lakeland Victory, an 

American freighter. Other Amer- 

ican ships also may be available. 
Mr. Ward and his staff have 

been under virtual house arrest 
in the American Consulate com- 

pound in Mukden since the Com- 
munists seized Mukden more than 
a year ago. Since receiving orders 
to close the office there last May, 
he had vainly tried to get per- 
mission from the Communist au- 
thorities to leave. 

In October Mr. Ward and four 
members of his staff were ar- 
rested on charges of beating a 
Chinese workman. After a month 
in jail they were sentenced to jail 
terms ranging up to six months. 
The sentences were commuted to 
deportation and then the whole 
staff was ordered expelled. 

Children in Group. 
Accompanying Mr. Ward are lo 

other Americans and four Euro- 
pean employes. In the group are 
six women and three children. 

Aboard the Lakeland Victory on 
the way to pick up the Ward 
group were 12 newspaper re- 
porters and photographers, who 
were warned to avoid any con- 

troversy with the Communist au- 
thorities at Tientsin who might 
object to the taking pf pictures. 

The Pacific Transport also 
sailed from Hong Kong today to 
be on hand as a possible alternate 
evacuation ship, along with the 
Joplin Victory. American officials 
in Japan said the Tientsen au- 
thorities would decide which ship 
could be boarded by the Ward 
party. 

Prospective windup of the 
Ward and Meschter-Willis cases 
will leave two Americans as Com- 
munist prisoners in Asia. They are 

Navy Chief Electrician William C. 
Smith of Long Beach, Calif., and 
Marine Master Sergt. Elmer C. 
Bender of Cincinnati, who have 
been missing since they took off 
on a training flight from Tsingtao, 
China, October 19,1948. Repeated 
requests to the Communist au- 
thorities for their release have j 
been ignored. 

Crocodile Yields Licenses 
Hunters in Malaya recently shot 

a crocodile and in its stomach 
found two 1949 dog licenses, a 
belt and three empty beer bottles. 

Spotsylvania Wildlife 
Group Elects Burruss 

Special Dispatch to The Star 

FREDERICKSBURG, Va., Dec. 

7.—Lester Burruss has been 
elected president of the Spotsyl- 
vania County Wildlife Protective 

Association, succeeding Wilbur B. 

Wallace. 
Other officers are Aubrey Ha- 

ney, vice president; J. W. Flew- 

ellen, secretary-treasurer; Arthur 
McWhirt, chairman, ways and 
means committee; Talmage Ap- 
person, chairman, membership 
committee; and Mr. Wallace, 
chairman, publicity committee. 

GIVE A GIFT THAT 

PLEASES EVERYONE 

Everyone loves pictures. 

Give a photographic gift! A 
colorful Giftbook is yours for 
the asking. Over 300 photo- 
graphic products beautifully 
illustrated. Come in, phone, 
or drop us a line for yours. 
Ask also for our easy pay- 
ment plan! 
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Buy now — start paying 
when you get your 
Insurance Dividend. 
Uf our Credit Manager 

show you how. 
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1335 F Street N.W. 


