
Many States Tightening Laws 
Against Rise in Sex Crimes 

By tht Associated Press 

Fifteen States and the District 
of Columbia have acted recently 
to crack down on sex fiends. 

A member of Congress wants 

the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion to help protect children from 

sex crimes. 
Thirty-thrte States have not 

done anything of late to deal with 
sex slayers, perverts and other 
sexual abnormals. 

An Associated Press survey of 
the 48 States and the District fol- 
lowed a recent wave of rape, sex 

murders and weird crimes. It 
showed that of the 33 States 
which have taken no recent ac- 

tion, at least 12 plan no steps in 
the immediate future. 

In other States, initial or furth- 
er action to fight sex crime is ex- 

pected. 
During a single week end last 

month, police were facing sexual 
outrages in New York, Pittsburgh, 
Newpost News, Va.; Detroit 
(where the News has offered $40,- 
000 in rewards for solving eight 
Michigan sex killings), Los An- 

geles, Twin Falls, Idaho, and 

Huron, Calif. 
FBI Reports Increase. 

The FBI has reported an in- 

crease of 1.3 per cent in rape 
throughout the Nation for the first 
half of 1949, compared with the 

same period last year. 

The bureau added that their 
statistics deal only with “rapes 
known to police,” and show that 
such crimes have increased 50 per 
cent in 10 years. 

Many of the recent crimes in- 
volve little children as victims. 

Representative Chelf, Democrat, 
of Kentucky, said recently that he 
will try to make it a Federal of- 
fense to molest a child. He said 
that he believed such action would 
be as effective at curbing degen- 
erates who prey on children as 

the Lindbergh anti-kidnaping law 
has been in controlling kidnaping. 

Williams Calls for Action. 
Mr. Chelf said he had been 

shocked to read “horrible accounts 
of the ever-increasing brutal slay- 
ings of this Nation’s children.” 
He said, “Apparently the State 
laws are insufficient.” 

Gov. G. Mennen Williams of 
Michigan has said that the sex 

crime situation must be solved; 
“it is not a problem that can 

wait.” 
In several States efforts are be- 

ing made to have the sex offender 
treated as a mental case, subject 
to care by physicians, rather than 
to cold, impersonal, penal sen- 

tences with no rehabilitation 
chances. 

Gov. Earl Warren of California 

recently indorsed S budget request 
of the Department of Correction 
for $10,000,000 for a mental hos- 
pital for the criminally insane, 
particularly sex cases. He said, 
however, he felt there were ade- 
quate laws to deal with sex of- 
fenders if they were enforced. 

More Psychiatrists Needed. 
Judge Adrian Bonnelly, a vet- 

eran member of the Philadelphia 
Court of Common Pleas, told the 
Associated Press: “We don’t need 
new laws * * * we need more 
trained psychiatrists. Whether a 

boy is abnormal or anti-social is 
a strictly medical problem.” 
Judge Bonnelly, 60, added that 
he didn’t think there were any 
more sex crimes now than when 
he was a boy. 

Nowadays, there are simply 
more detailed police records, he 
added. 

Here is the situation in some 

representative States and the Dis- 
trict of Columbia: 

DISTRICT OP COLUMBIA— 
The Jones-Miller law, effective 
since July, 1948, made certain sex 

crimes felonies. District police 
say that a more efficient reporting 
of rape cases began a year ago. 
They believe this may account for 
what looks like a startling in- 
crease in the number of such 
crimes committed. 

Maryland failed to Act. 

MARYLAND —The 1949 Gen- 
eral Assembly failed to act on 

recommendations made by a com- 

mission to study the growth of 
sex crimes. It did. however, ap- 
propriate for the initial plans for 
a special institution for sex of- 
fenders. 

VIRGINIA—Rape is punishable 
by death; there has been no re- 

cent legislative effort in connec- 

tion with sex crimes. Observers do 
not forsee any action in the Jan- 
uary session. 
WEST VIRGINIA — There has 
been no sex crime action recently, 
and none is foreseen. 

MASSACHUSETTS—There was 

no sex crime legislation last ses- 

sion. A commission plans to pre- 
sent as yet unformulated recom- 

mendations for consideration in 
1950. Police report no pronounced 
trend in sex crimes. 

Study Underway. 
MICHIGAN — Legislators took 

no action last session or any prev- 
ious laws, but a 20-person com- 
mission is studying sex deviates. 
Harry Toy, Detroit police com- 

missioner, wants to put a special 
35-man squad on morals cases. 
State police reported 608 rape 
cases for the first six months of 
1949. There were 1,167 during 
1948. 

CALIFORNIA—A two-year-old 
law requires a person convicted of 
a sex crime to tell police if he 
moves. Gov. Warren refused to 
put sex crime legislation on the 

agenda of a special session of Uie 
assembly. He said there are ade- 
quate laws now if enforced. In 
Los Angeles, child molestation 
rose from 73 in 1948 to 122 in 
1949. Other crimes against chil- 
dren dropped during the same 

period from 285 to 233. 

CONNECTICUT — The Legisla- 
tive Council is now working on 

proposed sex laws. They will pro- 
vide for medical treatment of “ag- 
gressive sexual deviates” instead 
of jail terms. It is expected the 

plan will be introduced in the 1951 

session. 
DELAWARE—Of two 1949 laws. 

one made it mandatory for lue 
court to heed mercy recommenda- 
tions of a jury in some cases in- 
volving a girl under 7. The second 
makes optional, rather than man- 

datory, the imposition of a penalty 
in a charge of lewdly playing with 
a girl under 16. 

Jersey Appoints Commission. 
NEW JERSEY—A commission 

was appointed by the 1949 Legis- 
lature to study sex crimes and 
recommend action. A law passed 
requires that sex convicts found 
abnormally mentally ill be com- 

mitted to institutions. Probation 

or parole is prohibited until the 
inmate has recovered. 

PENNSYLVANIA—Gov. James 
H. Duff vetoed a revised State 
penal code which increased fines 
and prison sentences for sex 

offenses, but it will be reintroduced 
in 1951. The 1949 Senate passed 
a resolution directing a study be 
made of criminal procedure. 

NEW YORK—No positive ac- 

tion was taken by legislators in 
1949. One bill died in committee. 
Senator Thomas C. Desmond, Re- 
publican, of Newburgh says he 
will introduce a bill in the 1950 
session “to take sex offenders out 
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The world's largest selection of pipes, 
pouches, lighters, humidors, pipe 
racks and smoker's accessories. Prices 
to fit every budget. 
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of circulation until they are no 
longer dangerous.” The State 
Correction Department reported 
that for the first 10 months of 
1948 sex offenses, based on finger- 
print records, totaled 1,791. Total 
for the same period in 1949, 1,753. 

A strand of glass fiber 15 times 
finer than a human hair may be 
stronger than steel. 

Mother of 15, Married 
40 Years, Divorced 

By the Associated Press 

CHICAGO, Dec. 7.—A couple 
was divorced yesterday after 40 
years of marriage and 15 children. 

Mrs. Jennie Belle Hughes was 

granted a divorce from Noshion 

Hughes, a truck driver. Alleging 
cruelty, she claimed he beat her 
three times in the last two years. 

They were married July 7, 1909, 
in Glasgow, Ky. Eleven of their 
15 children are living. Mrs. Hughes 
waived alimony. 

Y es, thousands of coal shovels have gone out of use, because L. P. 

Steuart & Bro., Inc., has converted just that many coal-heating plants 
to clean, efficient oil burners. If you, too, want to convert from coal 

to oil, or if your present oil burner is in need of replacement.. you can 

rely on us for honest advice, as thousands of others have done since way 
back in 1904. That vast experience, dating back almost half a century, 
has made u$ familiar with your heating problems. And we combine our 

experience with the most modem techniques. L. P. Steuart & Bros., Inc., 
gives you automatic fuel oil delivery, with foolproof, accurate printed 
meter receipts. And dependable fuel oil delivery is assurd always, thanks 
to our huge 8,000,000-gallon fuel oil storage plant! 

Phone LINCOLN 3-4300 
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Complete line of Oil Burners & Boilers 

Compare our Prices and Terms 
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Choose his favorite collar style ... in his 

favorite shirt •. . . at his favorite store 
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for the Merriest Christmas of all! 

3" 
* 

A VARIETY OF 8 COLLA& STYLES 

Nome his favorite—regular, spread, long point, short point—you'll find it at 

Raleigh Haberdasher in lustrous white broadcloths styled with all the care 

you expect from the dean of American shirtmakers, Arrow. Every shirt is San-/ 

forized (won't shrink as much as 1 % ) ... made with anchored buttons that 

stay put... and featuring the exclusive Mitoga cut for perfect body fit with 

free-and-easy shoulder movement. Sizes 14 to 17; sleeves, 32 to 35. 
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WASHINGTON'S FINEST MEN'S WEAR STORE , 1310 F STREET 


