
U. N. Session Supported West, 
But Failed to End Cold War 

ty Km Associated Press 
NEW YORK, Dec. 10.—The 

Western powers gained support 
against Russia in the 1949 United 
Nations Assembly on the major 
propositions of world peace and 
control of atomic power. 

But no let-up in the cold war 
was evident at the end of the 12- 
week session. The grave and ur- 

gent questions of atomic energy, 
the Stalin-Tito row and the China 
issue went unresolved along with a 

host of old items. 
On the credit side, the Assem- 

bly acted for the first time as a 
world legislature. It approved in- 
dependence for all Libya, former 
premier colony in Mussolini’s Af- 
rican empire, by January 1, 1952. 
It also approved a 10-year waiting 
period for Italian Somaliland, be- 
fore independence, with Italy re- 

turning there as trusteeship ad- 
ministrator. It set up a committee 
to study former Italian Eritrea 
and come up with proposals at 
the 1950 Assembly. 

In a rare unanimous vote, the 
Assembly approved a broad pro- 
gram of technical assistance to 
under-developed countires, carry- 
ing out further the Point Four 
project laid dbwn by President 
Truman last January in his in- 
augural address. 

The Assembly started September 
20 with expressed hopes it would 
be a “peace assembly,” just as 
the Paris session the year before 
was the “human rights.” But 
President Truman’s disclosure 
three days later that the Soviet 
Union had cracked the secret of 
the atom changed the whole tenor 
of the meeting. It never was the 
same for the rest of the 12 weeks. 

Labored Long Over Atom. 
Yugoslavia’s election to the 

Security Council over Czechoslo- 
vakia further strained the peace. 
Nationalist China’s charges 
against the Soviet Union so an- 

gered the Russians they refused 
to take part in debate on the case. 

The delegates labored long over 
the atom. Assembly President 
Carlos P. Romulo appealed per- 
sonally to the six atomic powers 
to try a new approach. The best 
the Assembly could do, however, 
was to approve, on November 23, 
a resolution instructing the six 
atomic powers to continue con- 
sultations to see if they could 
agree on anything. These pow- 
ers are Russia, the United tSates, 
Britain, Prance, China and Can- 
ada. 

The West picked up votes on 
this issue. At the Paris Assembly, 
the Western plan for atomic con- 
trol was approved on November 
4, 1948, by 40 votes to 6 (the 
Slav bloc, with Yugoslavia a 

member at that time.) 
This year, the Assembly ap- 

proved the resolution for further 
talks, which amounted to a re- 
affirmation of the Western plan, 
by a vote of 49 to 5. Some small 
countries went over to the ma- 

jority and Yugoslavia abstained 
this time. 

The other important point 
where the West gained was on 

peace. By 53 votes to 5 (the Slav 
bloc) with Yugoslavia again ab- 
staining, the Assembly approved, 
a 12-point statement of the Mes- 1 

sentials of peace” put up by the 
United States and Britain as a 
counter to the Soviet Union pro- 
posal for a so-called peace pact1 
among the five great powers. 

Red Peace Pact Plan Beaten. 
The delegates voted down by 

thumping majorities the Soviet 
plan which would have blamed 
the United States and Britain as 

plotters of a new war and then 
would have urged them to Join 
with the Soviet Union, Prance 
and China in a new peace pact. 

The 53-vote approval was the 
biggest majority ever gained by 
the West on a major issue. Some 
key delegates said this amounted 
to a personal repudiation of So- 
viet Foreign Minister Andrei Y. 
Vishinsky and his blustering tac- 
tics. 

Mr. Vishinsky threatened, ar- 

gued, cajoled, pleaded and used 
all of his old oratorical tricks. 
This was the third Assembly where 
he has taken this role and some 

delegates indicated they were tired 
of Mr. Vishinsky. 

Name-calling was a character- 
istic of the Assembly. Mr. Vishin- 
sky called the Nationalist Chinese 
delegation “these pygmies” and 
scornfully hit at the Yugoslav 
delegation as the “Tito clique.” 
Grey-maned Dmitri Z. Manuilsky, 
of tjie Soviet Ukraine, a past mas- 
ter with the epithet, called schol- 
arly Benjamin V. Cohen of the 
United States, “Mr. Wall Street.” 
For their part, the Poles objected 
to being called a Russian satel- 
lite. 

The situation became so bad 
that Gen. Romulo resorted to the 
practice of expunging from the 
record objectionable remarks and 
names. 

Truman at Session. 
Dignitaries flocked to this As- 

sembly. President Truman came 
to an open-air session October 
24 to dedicate the cornerstone of 
the permanent headquarters in 
New York. The Shah of Iran 
visited the Assembly at Flushing 
Meadows—and started out on the 
wrong speech. Prime Minister 
Nehru of India paid a call to the 
headquarters at Lake Success. The 
average American flocked to the 
U. N. by thousands, taxing the 
public facilities both at Lake Suc- 
cess and at Flushing. , 

When the Assembly adjourned 
it had completed action on 68 
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items, the longest work sheet ever 

put before the U. N. 
In addition to the top issues 

dealt with above, the Assembly 
took action on these other im- 
portant issues: 

1. Palestine: A bitter fight on 
the Jerusalem issue was climaxed 
by Assembly approval of the Spe- 
cial Political Committee plan for 
strict international control of 
Jerusalem under U. N. adminis- 
tration. The vote was 38 to 14 
with seven countries abstaining. 

Moshe Sharett, Israeli foreign 
minister, said this was a “dark 
day” for the U. N. He has served 
notice his government will fight 
the internationalization plan. King 
Abdullah of Hashemite Jordan 
was reported by Mr. Sharett to 
have said the scheme would be 
carried out over his (Abdullah’s) 
dead body. Israel holds the New 
City of Jerusalem: Hashemite 
Jordan has possession of the Old 
City. 

U. S., Britain Takes Beating. 
The United States and Britain 

took a beating on this issue. They 
pointed out the U. N. has no 

police force to carry out the plan 
and that it eventually would cost 
more than is required now to 
run the U. N. itself—some $40.- 
000,000 a year. The Assembly ap- 
propriated $8,000,000 for the 
Jerusalem regime. 

The Assembly overwhelmingly 
approved a program calling for 
$54,900,000 in direct relief and 
public ’works project to aid nearly 
a million Arab refugees of the 
Palestine war. The money is to 

come from voluntary contribu- 
tions by member nations. Up to 
now, half of the relief bill for 
these * refugees has been paid by 
the United States. 

2. China: The Assembly called 
upon all nations to keep hands off 
in* the Communist vs. Nationalist 
struggle and to respect China’s 
treaties. It was, in effect, a defeat 
for the Nationalists, since their 
delegates had called for the United 
Nations to condemn Russia for 
backing the victorious Communist 
armies of Moa Tze-tung. The As- 
sembly decided to keep the 
Chinese question under its eye, 
however, and directed the year- 
round Little Assembly to study 
the issue. 

M Russia and Soviet satellites 
earlier in the session demanded 
that Nationalist delegates be un- 
seated in favor of Communist dele- 
gates. 

3. Greece: approved a resolu- 
tion calling on Albania and Bul- 
garia to stop giving help to the 
guerriellas and urged U. N. mem- 
bers not to give military assistance 
to Albania and Bulgaria until they 
stop helping the guerrillas. The 
vote was 50 to 6 with Yugoslavia 
Joining the Slav bloc on this 
point. The Assembly also con- 
tinued the U. N. Special Commit- 
tee on the Balkans for another 
year; a Soviet proposal to dis- 
solve the committee was beaten. 

Korea Commission Continued. 
4. Korea: continued the U. N. 

commission on Korea another year 
and gave it power to appoint mili- 
tary observers and to report de- 
velopments which might lead to 
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military conflict in Korea. The 
vote was 48 to 6, Yugoslavia again 
joining the Slav bloc in the 
minority. The Assembly rejected, 
42 to 6, a Soviet proposal to dis- 
continue the commission. The 
same commission was set up again 
with Turkey taking the place of 
Syria. 

5. Human rights: asked the In- 
ternational Court of Justice for a 

ruling whether charges that Bul- 
garia, Hungary and Romania 
have violated the peace treaties 
are true and if so are they obli- 
gated to carry out the provisions 
of these articles. The cases grew 
out of charges that those three 
countries violated fundamental 
human rights, particularly in the 
trials of Josef Cardinal Mind- 
szenty, of Hungary, and of 14 
Protestant clergymen in Bulgaria. 
The vote was 47 to 5 (Slav bloc). 

6. Elections: Elected Ecuador 
(57 votes), India (56 votes) and 
Yugoslavia (39 votes on the sec- 

ond ballot) to the Security Coun- 
cil to replace Argentina, Canada 
and the Soviet Ukraine for 2-year 
terms. Mr. Vishinsky announced 

the Soviet Union would not recog- 
nize Yugoslavia as the delegate 
of the Eastern European countries 
in the Security Council, indicating 
a scrap on that point when the 
Yugoslavs take,their seat January 
1. Dr. Ales Bebler, deputy foreign 
minister and a former Partisan 
lighter, has been named Yugoslav 
delegate to the council. 

Elected to three-year terms on 

the Economic and Social Council: 
Mexico (57 votes), Iran (55), 
United States (54), Pakistan (52), 
Canada (49) and Czechoslovakia 
(49). 

Approved Weapons Status. 

Elected Argentina (50 votes) 
and Iraq (45) to the Trusteeship 
Council to succeed Iraq and 
Mexico. The Dominican Republic 
was elected by 45 votes to fill the 
unexpired term of Costa Rica, 
which -resigned, 

7. Conventional armaments: 
Approved a world census of ordi- 
nary weapons, exclusive of atomic 
bombs. The vote was 44 to 5 
(Slav). A Soviet proposal for 
member countries to turn in in- 

formation both on arms and 
armed forces and on atomic 
weapons was defeated, 6 votes in 
favor (the Slav bloc plus Egypt), 
39 against. The Russians attacked 
this idea and no one is expected 
here to submit any information 
unless everyone does. 

8. Southwest Africa: Brushed 
aside South African protests and 
referred the question of South- 
west Africa’s status to the Inter- 
national Court of Justice. South- 
west Africa is the only League 
of Nations mandate area that has 
not become independent or been 
put under U. N. trusteeship. 

9. Little Assembly: Continued 
the Little Assembly indefinitely. 
The Soviet bloc kept up its boy- 
cott of that organization. The 
vote was 45 to 5. 

10. Field service: Set up a field 
service of not more than 300 per- 
sons, men and women, to give 
technical service to and insure 
the security of U. N. missions. 
Also approved a U. N. panel of 

field observers to be called upon 
for observation functions. 

11. Minute of silence: Approved 
a proposal by Secretary-General 
Trygve Lie for silence at the 
beginning and the end of each 
General Assembly, effective with 
any Assembly held after January 
1, 1950. No one opposed this 
rule. 

12. Admission of new members: 
Assembly asked the Security 
Council to reconsider applications 
from Austria, Ceylon, Finland, 
Ireland, Italy, Hashemite Jordan, 
Republic of Korea, Portugal and 
Nepal, all vetoed by the Soviet 
Union. Also asked the Interna- 
tional Court for an opinion 
whether a member can be admit- 
ted by the Assembly after the 
Security Council has been pre- 
vented from making a recom- 

mendation because of a veto. 

Families in Stuttgart, Germany, 
recently entertained a group of 
children from St. Helens, England, 
for two weeks. 
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