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Church Sentiment Flourishing, 
Cominform Tacitly Concedes 

By Religious News Service 
The Cominform has tacitly 

conceded that religious sentiment 
is flourishing, rather than wan- 

ing, in European countries under 
Communist domination. 

This admission came in a round- 
about way when Communism's 
top policy-making body made 
public last week a series of reso- 

lutions adopted at a recent meet- 

ing in some undisclosed place in! 
Europe. 

One resolution told Communist 
Party workers they must draw re- 

ligious adherents into the strug- 
gle against “the war policy of 
the Anglo-American imperialist 
bloc.” » 

Special attention, the resolu- 
tion said, must be devoted in the 
Communist “peace program” to 
the masses of Catholic workers 
and workingmen’s organizations, 
“in view of the fact that religious 
conviction is not an obstacle to 
the unity of the workers, espe- 
cially if this unity is needed to 
save peace.” 

As interpreted in political cir- 
cles abroad, the Cominform’s di- 
rective indicates that the party 
has realized the necessity of mak- 
ing tactical concessions to the up- 
surge of religious strength. 

Also, it was generally agreed, 
the Cominform has fond a strong, 
if not vocal support of the church 
In Czechoslovakia and other coun- 
tries under Communist rule or in- 
fluence. Furthermore, it was 
thought. Communist leaders have 
visible evidence that there is a 
world-wide revival of religious 
sentiment in the present confused 
era. 

One Communist source in 
Prague, when reminded of the 
party’s theory that religion would 
die a natural death sooner or 
later, admitted that "there is no 
sign yet, even in the home of 
Communism, that this theory is 
working out.” 

Religions Sentiment Grows. 
Also in Prague, Vincent Pokojny, 

a member of the Slovak Freedom 
Party, came up with the state- 
ment that when Lenin declared 
“religion is the opiate of the 
people,” he had in mind only 
Czarist Russia, where religion was 
used by “exploiters of the people.” 

The Communist strategy in 
Eastern Europe has been aimed at 
the Christian churches as bodies 
of independent influence. The 
workings of this policy are most 
apparent at the moment in 
Czechoslovakia where the Cath- 
olic hierarchy last week made 
public a protest against new 
church control laws which, the 
bishops charged, threaten to des- 
troy the entire organization and 
life of the church. 

But church repression, as Com- 
munist leaders have come to learn, 
does not necessarily mean that 
religious sentiment itself has been 
weakened. On the contrary, there 
Is evidence that it has grown. 

Reports from Romania, for ex- 
ample, indicate a marked upswing 
in religious fervor among the 
people. Churches and synagogues 
in Bucharest ahd other cities are 
said to be jammed to the doors on 
days of special observance. Prot- 
estant churches are among those 
reporting overflow attendance at 
services by people who are 
“searching for God.” 

The demand for religious 
articles such as icons, crosses and 
candles, has reportedly reached an 
all-time high. In the streets, great 
numbers of people make the sign 
of the cross as they pass a church 
—a custom the Communists have 
labeled as superstition, but which 
they have not been able to dis- 
courage. 

The people of Hungary also 
have given proof of thiir religious 
fidelity. When the government 
decreed that religious education in 
the schools should be optional 
rather than compulsory, as in the 
past, well over 80 per cent of par- 
ents formally requested that their 
children be enrolled in religious 
classes. The high percentage took 
the government by surprise, ac- 
cording to reports. 

In Yugoslavia, where Marshal 
Tito’s deviation from Moscow has 
thus far brought no change in 
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the government’s church policy, 
the majority Serbian Orthodox 
Church has reported a consider- 
able growth In congregations in 
comparison with prewar years. 

Further evidence of the resistant 
force of religious sentiment is 
found in Finland, which, although 
not Communist-controlled, feels 
the influence of neighboring Rus- 
sia. 

Generally speaking, the national 
Church of Finland, which is Luth- 
eran, appears to be stronger than 
before the war, and a decided up- 
surge has been noted, especially 
among youth groups. 

There has been marked increase 
in the number of persons at- 
tracted by religious revival move- 

ments, and the church has 
strengthened its hold on the peo- 
ple by adopting a policy of in- 
creased activity among the work- 
ing classes. 

In the opinion of Dr. W. A. 
Visser ’t Hooft, general secretary 
of the World Council of Churches, 
churchmen, especially in the 
United States, have yet to appre- 
ciate fully the spiritual poten- 
tialities in countries inside the 
Soviet orbit, Dr. Visser 't Hooft 
recently deplored “the facile as- 

sumption that persecution has 
wiped out religious life behind 
the Iron Curtain.” 

Even in Russia proper, Soviet 
leaders have been forced to rec- 

ognize the persistent strength of 
religion among the people. Dur- 
ing the past year, Russian news- 

papers have complained of “the 

survival of religious faith in the 
Soviet Union” that must be 
stamped out by “systematic, sci- 
entific, anti-religious propaganda.” 

One newspaper—The Young 
Bolshevik, organ of the Commu- 
nist Youth League—declared that 
“many of our people still con- 
tinue to believe in God,” and 
“even among our youth there are 

religious survivals when young 
men and women attend church 
and perform religious rituals.” 

More Rehabilitation 
Of Disabled Urged 

By the Associated Press 

NEW YORK.—Americans are 

being disabled at more than twice 
the rate at which they are being 
rehabilitated or returned to use- 

ful life, says Corbett Reedy, su- 

pervisor of the Virginia Rehabili- 
tation Service. 

Often, the cost of rehabilitat- 
ing a disabled person is less than 
the cost of supporting a depend- 
ent handicapped person for one 

year. Speaking to the American 
Public Health Association, he 
urged better co-ordinated efforts 
on behalf of the disabled, more 

funds, facilities and trained per- 
sonnel. 

D. C. Guard Inspections 
Will Begin, Tomorrow 

The annual personnel and 
property inspections of all unite 
of the District National Guard 
will begin tomorrow. They will 
be conducted by officers of the 
regular establishment from the 
2d Army Headquarters at Port' 
Meade. 

They will begin with the in- 
spection of Company A, 171st Mil- 
itary Police Battalion, and will 
continue until February 16. 

GOLDEN WEDDING—Mr. and 
Mrs. James E. Broadhurst, 
2205 Georgetown road, Be- 
thesda, celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary this 
week with a family dinner at- 
tended by seven sons and 
their wives, one daughter and 
her husband; 23 grandchil- 
dren and several other rela- 
tives and friends. Mr. Broad- 
hurst is a retired building 
contractor. 

—Brooks Studio. 

Jewish Forum Set Tonight 
The role of the synagogue in 

meeting modern Jewish needs will 
be discussed at 8:30 o’clock to- 
night in the hospitality room of 
the Jewish Crmnunity Center, 
1529 Sixteenth street N.W. Par- 
ticipants in the forum will be 
Rabbi Harry Kaufman, Stanley 
Frosh and Abe ShefTerman. The 
meeting will be open to the public. 

Personnel Association 
To Hold Meeting Tuesday 

A meeting of the District Guid- 
ance and Personnel Association 
will be held at 7:45 p.m. Tuesday 
in the Commerce Department 
Auditorium, Constitution avenue 

and D street N.W. 
__ 

Dr. Mitchell Dreese, professor 
of educational psychology at 
George Washington University, 
will preside. Speakers will be 
Webster E. Brown, counselor of 
the George Washington Univer- 

sity counseling center; James E. 

Gardner, rehabilitation counselor, 
the District Tuberculosis Associa- 
tion; Nelson Reed of the local of- 
fice of the United States Employ- 
ment Service, and Robert B. Walk- 
er, counselor at the McKinley 
High School._ 

Nevada is the only State in the 
United States in which average 
rainfall is less than a foot a year. 
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William Foster to Speak 
At Management Meeting 

.The Washington Society for the 
Advancement of Management will 
hear William C. Foster, deputy 
administrator of the Economic 
Co-operation Administration, at a 

dinner meeting at 6:30 p.m. Thurs- 
day. 

His subject will be “The Tech- 
nical Assistance Program Abroad.” 

Residents of Rodanthe, N. C., a 

village on Hatteras Island, cele- 
brate Christmas on January 6, the 
ancient “12th night.” 
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