
British Conservatives 
Rejoice Heartily Over 
Australian Election 

By the Associated Press 

LONDON. Dec. 10.—British 
Conservatives rejoiced heartily to- 
night at the defeat of Australia's 
Labor Government. 

Officials of Britain s Labor gov- 
ernment—from Prime Minister 
Clement Attlee down through the 
ranks—kept discreet silence. 

Conservatives figured the joint 
victory of the Liberals and the 
Country Party in Australia will 
give them a sort of psychological 
advantage in Britain's forthcom- 
ing general election. Britain’s 
election date has not yet been set 
by Mr. Attlee. The voting #• ist 
come by next July and can come 

anytime before then that Mr. Att- 
lee chooses. 

"I rejoice in the wisdom of Aus- 
tralia,” said Lord Woolton, chair- 
man of the Conservative Party 
organization. He noted aiso chat 
New Zealand recently overthrew 
a Labor government. 

"In both Australia and New 
Zealand, the young countries of 
the world, they have tried social- 
ism and found it out," said Lord 
Woolton. “They now know from 
experience that it just doesn’t 
bring contentment and a higher 
atandard of living.” 

Lord Woolton forecast Britain 
“will come to the same conclu- 
sion • • * 

Attlee at Chequers. 
Mr. Attlee was spending the 

week end at Chequers, country 
home of British prime ministers 
outside London. No special ar- 

rangements were made for him to 
receive quick reports on the re- 
turns and no comment was issued 
from Chequers. 

Deputy Prime Minister Herbert 
Morrison, the party’s top political 
strategist, was addressing a Lon- 
don meeting of about 1,000 Labor 
Party delegates when he heard 
the news of Labor’s defeat in Aus- 
tralia. He refused comment. 

The meeting was held in private 
and no statement was issued 
afterwards. It was assumed, how- 
ever, that grassroots party leaders 
had been gathered to be given 
strategy assignments for the Brit- 
ish election. 

Labor Party headquarters said 
“We are not issuing a statement” 
on the Australian election. 

Australia 
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been a prime minister, heads the 
Country Party. 

Mr. Chifley issued a statement 
last night thanking those who 
voted for Labor. He did not spe- 
cifically concede defeat. 

“On behalf of the Australianj 
Labor Party,” he said, “I thank 
all those electors who voted for 
our candidates for the Senate and 
House of Representatives. I con- 

gratulate my colleagues on their 
splended efforts. To the hundreds 
of thousands of men and women 

throughout the country who gave 
so much in the party’s cause, I 
offer my grateful thanks on be- 
half of the party and myself.” 

Chifley to Lead Opposition. 
Mr. Chifley, re-elected to his 

own seat in Parliament, is ex- 

pected now to become the leader 
of the Labor opposition. 

Labor held 43 of the 74 seats in 
the outgoing House and 33 of the 
36 in the Senate. The membership 
was expanded with this election. 
Th? new House will have a total 
of 123 seats—of which 121 have 
voting privileges—and the new 

Senate 60. 
In the lower house, two seats— 

those from Canberra and the 
Northern Territory—have votes on 

matters affecting only their own 

constituencies and thus their votes 
cannot affect a general partisan 
Issue. 

Senators are elected for six 
years and 18 of the 36 have an- 

other three years to serve. Of 
those, 15 are Laborites. Because 
of the proportional representation 
system of voting, Laborites are vir- 
tually certain of winning 18 of 
the 24 newly created seats. This 
means Labor will have 33 of the 
60 seats, a majority. 

However, followers of the Lib- 
eral and Country parties were con- 

vinced before the election that 
Laborite Senators would play ball 
with a Liberal-Country Party gov- 
ernment. 

Evatt Has Close Fight. 
All the top men in Mr. Chifley’s 

government seem certain of being 
returned to Parliament, but Ex- 
ternal Affairs Minister Herbert B. 
Evatt had a closer fight than was 

expected. 
The veteran foreign affairs spe- 

cialist. who was president of the 
United Nations General Assem- 
bly in Paris, ran in the Barton 
district of Sydney, where the 
voters previously have polled about 
two to one in favor of Labor can- 

didates. His opponent was a 

woman, Mrs. Nancy Wake. 
When the counting stopped last 

night, Dr. Evatt had 18,927 votes 
to 16,190 for Mrs. Wake. 

The Sydney Sun, an anti-labor 
newspaper, said: 

“Labor has been repulsed most 
wholeheartedly in the metropoli- 
tan areas of states ruled by La- 
bor governments (Queensland and 
New South Wales). These figures 
reflect the rebellion of Mrs. Aus- 
tralia, the housewife, fed up with 
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New Australia Prime Minister 
Is Strong for Free Enterprise 

Menzies Is Noted as 

Sharpest Debater in 

Parliament, on Stump 
ly tht Associated Press 

SYDNEY, Australia, Sunday, 
Dec. 11.—Robert Gordon Menzies, 

the 54-year-old Melbourne lawyer 
who will be Australia's next prime 
minister, is a fervent believer in 
the free enterprise system. He is 

probably Australia’s sharpest de- 
bater in Parliament and on the 

stump. 
For the tall, thickset and grey- 

ing politician this will be his sec- 
ond term as leader of the govern- 
ment. He was prime minister of 
Australia from 1939 to 1941—the 
youngest empire prime minister of 
that early war period. 

Since he went out of office he 
has been almost continuously the 
leader of the opposition. For a 
time his closest Liberal friends 
despaired he ever would lead the 
party to victory. They said: “Bob 
Menzies is not clever enough to 
hide his own cleverness.” Another 
said Mr. Menzies had every good 
quality except as a vote-getter. 
Yesterday’s election disproved 
these fears. 

Mr. Menzies wants a world in 
-which ambition is encouraged, in 
which there are rewards for the 
courageous and the enterprising; 
in which, as he puts it, “there is 
no foolish doctrine of equality 
between the active and the idle, 
intelligent and dull, frugal and 
improvident.” 

In a campaign speech in his 
home riding of Kooyong, he said: 

“We must choose between the 
ancient British idea that the gov- 
ernment is the servant of the peo- 
ple and the shabby, defeated con- 

tinental idea that we are serv- 
ants of the government." 

You would think twice before 
jovially slapping this broad-shoul- 
dered man on the back. He com- 

ROBERT GORDON MENSES. 
AP Wirephoto. 

mands respect, but does not invite 
familiarity. 

His political advisers have long 
urged him to warm up and do 
more hand shaking and baby Kiss- 
ing. Mr. Menzies did warm up 
considerably in the last campaign. 

He was a brilliant student as a 

'youth. He started law practice in 
Melbourne at 34 and became Aus- 
tralia's youngest king s counsel, a 
British Empire ranking for senior 
barristers. 

He entered politics in 1926 and 
has been in the thick of practi- 
cally every political fight since be- 
tween free enterprise and Labor 
forces. 

He was attorney general in the 
federal government of Joseph A. 
Lyons from 1934 to 1939 and when 
Lyons died in 1939 Mr. Menzies 
assumed the premiership. He was 
forced to resign when he lost sup- 
port of two independents who had 
kept him in power. 

The people of Australia may 
never feel close to their forceful 
blue-eyed Prime Minister—but 
they will respect his brilliance. 

Mr. Menzies is married and has 
two grownup sons and a daughter. 

JOSEPH B. CHIFLEY. 
Defeated. Australian. 

Prime Minister. 

restrictions, shortages and con- 
trols. In the defeat of the Chif- 
ley government is a verdict for 
the democratic way of life.” 

Misrepresentation Charged. 
Vice President C. Anderson of 

the influential New South Wales 
Labor Party declared in an in- 
terview: 

‘‘In the face of the unprece- 
dented campaign of misrepre- 
sentation by the Liberal Party, the 
Labor Party has done well in the 
circumstances. The people will 
soon realize the tragic mistake 
they have made. They will be 
glad to return to Labor when 
the next poll of the people is 
made.” 

The Liberal and Country Par- 
ties have demanded a return “to 
the free enterprise that made Aus- 
tralia.” They pledged to overhaul 
tax laws. They called for out- 
lawing of the Communist Party, 
which the Labor Government has 
tolerated as another political 
philosophy. They demanded the 
importation of more gasoline, 
which, the Labor Government re- 
stricted to save dollars, and an 
end to gasoline rationing. 

Labor candidates campaigned 
vigorously, but largely on the basis 

of the record of general prosperity, 
high wages and full employment 
for which the party claimed the 
credit. 

Nationalization of industries is 
forbidden by the Australian Con- 
stitution, though state govern- 
ments are exempted, and that was 
not an issue. Neither did Liberal 
and Country candidates talk of 
trimming government pensions, 
child endowments and other so- 
cial benefits. 

Knives 
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consideration for some time. He 
said such details as the length of 
the knives to be licensed still are 
to be worked out. 

Mr. Wilson said the United 
States Attorney’s Office believes 
such legislation is necessary in 
face of the growing number of 
knife assaults. 

A report issued last spring by 
the Washington Criminal Justice 
Association showed a total of 4,- 
947 cases of aggravated assault 
in the District in 1948. Of these 
cases, a knife was the weapon in 
a large number of instances. 

Mr. Wilson said such persons as' 
hunters, or those who need long 
kniyes in their work, need have no 
fear they won’t be able to get per- 
mits. 

Mr. Wilson said consultations 
on the proposed bill would be held 
with the Corporation Counsel’s 
Office, the District Commissioners, 
the Municipal and District Court 
judges, and other interested agen- 
cies. 

Skidding Motorcyclist 
May Keep Ear Intact 

A motorcyclist whose right ear 
was nearly severed by a light pole 
guy wire when his motorcycle 
skidded and jumped the curb at 
Minnesota avenue and Randle 
Circle S.E., yesterday was in good 
condition in Casualty Hospital. 

Doctor^ sewed his ear back on 
and said he has a good chance of 
recovering with it intact. He is 
Gerald D. Law, 25, of 3301 Nichols 
avenue SJE. 
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A STATELY Mason & Ham- 
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of beauty. Its name in- 
spires respect, its glori- 
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beauty reflect the 
master craftsman- 
ship behind every 
Mason & Hamlin 
Piano. 
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Rotation Assessment 
Held Unconstitutional 
By Maryland Court 

The plan under which Mary- 
land changes the assessed value 
of the real estate of some .of its 
residents every year was held un- 

constitutional yesterday in a Cal- 
vert County Circuit Court decision. 

The process was invalidated at 
Prince Frederick by Circuit Judge 
John B. Gray, jr., who declared it 
discriminatory, asserting: 

"The obvious unfairness of the 
scheme shocks the conscience of 
the court.” 

Maryland Attorney 'General 
Hall Hammond said he would ask 
the Court of Appeals at Annapolis 
for an immediate review of the 
decision which affects the entire 
State, with the possible exception 
of Washington County. 

New Assessments Higher. 
Specifically, Judge Gray denied 

the State Tax Commission a writ 
of mandamus which would have 
required the Calvert County Com- 
missioners to comply with the con- 
tinuous assessment law. 

Under the plan, each county is 
divided into five assessment dis- 
tricts, one of which is re-assessed 
each year. The plan was put into 
effect in 1944, so that the full 
cycle was completed in 1948. The 
second cycle started this year. 

During the first cycle, assessors 
used as a base the fair market 
value of realty In 1941-42. For 
the second cycle in order to take 
account of inflationary values, the 
base has been changed to 1943-44. 
As a result, new assessments are j 
much higher than the old. 

The first Calvert district was re- 
assessed on schedule this year; 
but when the work was finished, 
the county commissioners refused 
to record the new figures. They 
said the increased valuation would 
put a discriminatory penalty on 
the first district while taxpayers 
m the other four would benefit. 

Similar arguments have been 
made elsewhere in Maryland, but 
none reached the courts for set- 
tlement. 

Washington County use a five- 
year plan but re-assesses property 
by types rather than geographical 
locations. 

Prior to the inception of the 
rotation plan, State law required 
county-wide re-assessments every 
five years. 

Wilton Allen, supervisor of as- 
sessments for Montgomery Coun- 
ty. said last night he feels "it 
would be almost impossible to go 
back to the old method which! 
proved impractical and inequi- 
table.’’ 

While emphasizing his remarks 
were purely speculative pending 
final determination of the prob- 
lem. Mr. Allen said it probably 
would be a relatively easy matter 
for Montgomery to Change to the 
Washington County system. 

Legislative Action Seen. 
He pointed out that under the 

five-year cycle In Montgomery,^ 
the first two years were devoted | 
to rural property; the third to 
borderline property; the fourth 
to commercial, industrial and 
apartment properties, and the 
fifth to residential real estate in 
the metropolitan area. 

The probability of action by the 
State legislature in the event 
Judge Gray’s ruling is upheld by 
the Court of Appeals, was seen 
in some quarters. 

Judge Gray recognized that the 
rotating assessment practice has 
numerous advantages over others, 
but declared his decision would 
have to be based on the question 
of constitutionality. 

“We conclude,” he said, “that 
it is not constitutional.” 

Declaring the plan devised by 
the State Tax Commission, as ad- 
ministered, is “an unlawful dis- 
crimination,” Judge Gray assert- 
ed that such a discrimination 
“through administrative action is 
just as repugnant to Constitution- 
al guaranties as would be an in- 
valid act of the legislature.” 

“The only other question forj 
consideration by the court is 
whether the county commissioners1 

have a right to refuse to obey the 
directions of the State Tax Com- 
mission,” the jurist said. 

He then declared they are jus- 
tified “in refusing to participate 
in making assessments which will 
be unlawful.” 

“They are not required to im- 
pose upon the taxpayers in the 
first district an unlawful burden, 
nor are they required to review 
and establish assessments which 
must necessarily create an unlaw- 
ful discrimination against the tax- 
payers in the first district and in 
favor of the taxpayers in other 
districts.” 

Raised for determination in the 
case, Judge Gray observed, is “the 
very important question of wheth- 
er the plan of assessing property 
through a continuous method of 
rotation as devised and sought to 
be enforced by the State Tax 
Commission, is valid.” 

“The question affects not onlyj 
the taxpayers in the first assess-; 
ment district of Calvert County, 
who are alleged to have been dis-: 
criminated against, but it affects j 
all of the other political subdivi- 
sions of the State, with the pos- 
sible exception of Washington 
County, where a different method 
of rotation is in effect. 

“The question is important be- 
cause many taxing authorities j 
have urged that a continuing 
method of assessment is preferable 
to a periodical re-assessment of an 
entire political subdivision,” he 
said. 

3 Rachmaninoff Works 
'Discovered' in Russia 

By the Associated Press 

MOSCOW, Dec. 10.—The publi- 
cation Soviet Art said today that 
three hitherto unknown works of 
the late Russian composer Sergei 
Rachmaninoff had been found and 
published here. 

The three compositions, called' 
youthful nocturns for piano, were 
discovered, the periodical said, in 
the possession of a professor of 
the Moscow music school. 

The periodical said they were 
written in 1887 when the composer 
was 14 years old. 

Rachmaninoff died in Beverly 
Hills, Calif., on March 28, 1943, at 
the age of 69. 

Dr. Adenauer Misquoted 
On Army for Germany 

By th* Associated Pros. 

FRANKFURT. Germany, Dec. 
10.—The West German govern- 
ment said today that the Asso- 
ciated Press yesterday misquoted 
Chancellor Konrad Adenauer on 
the subject of German military 
contingents. 

The government said Dr. Ade- 
naure told a closed meeting of his 
Christian Democratic Party In 
Koenigswinter: 

“In their possible deliberations, 
the Western powers should n^t 
overlook that Germany is no 
desert which one can dispose of 
as a theater of war, but instead 
is a densely populated country.” 

Furthermore, the Allies should 
ask which would be worse: "The 
menace of Russia or the possibility 
of German contingents in a Euro- 
pean army for the protection of 
the continent.” 

The Associated Press yesterday 
reported erroneously from Bonn 
that Dr. Adenauer said that “Ger- 
man military forces should be in-, 
eluded in any future European 
army.” 

The error occurred when a re- 
porter misunderstood a spokes- 
man of Dr. Adenauer’s Christian 
Democratic Party. 

Magazines 
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Russian Embassy to distribute its 
slick papar magaine in the schools 
should be considered without bias 
and with full attention to Govern- 
ment policy of freedom of inter- 
national information as well as to 
the nature of the magazine it- 
self. 

U. S. Magazine Read in Russia. 
The State Department con- 

sistently has resisted efforts to 
hamper the Soviet Information 
Bulletin. The department pub- 
lishes and distributes in Russia 
about 50,000 copies a month of 
“Amerika,” a much more elaborate 
magazine than the Russian Em- 
bassy's magazine here. 

Amerika is censored in Mos- 
cow and contains non-political 

•OJ\E WEEK SPECIAL- 

COMPLETE GLASSES 
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Just slip on o Flasholder. 
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25 CARDS_$1.90 
50 CARDS_$3.50 

100 CARDS_$6.50 
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BROWNIE FLASH 
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_ 
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OPEN THURSDAY NIGHT TILL t:30 PM. ORDER NOW 

material. The Soviet Informa- 
tion Bulletin is not censored and 
carries many political articles. 

Mr. Sharpe commented that i 
some attention must be given to 

making use of the Soviet maga- 
zine in the schools here through 
analytical studies, by comparing 
it rather than banning it. 

The Russian magazine appar- 
ently is being circulated to many 
high schools over the United! 

'States and reports from a num- 

jber of cities have been received 
of similar bans. The Russian 

i Embassy refused to give circula- 
tion figures or divulge where the 
i magazine is going. 

Received In New York. 
The goviet bulletin is being re- 

iceived by the New York City 

schools, it was reported, but no 

ban is being considered there. 
New York school officials said 

it was “such obvious propaganda” 
that a ban is unnecessary. It is 
being accepted for the use of the 
teachers in the classroom to-show 
how artful propaganda can be, 
one New York educator said. He 
added it was necessary for stu- 
dents to be aware of propaganda 
and here was a good chance. 

College Carols Planned 
FREDERICKSBURG, Va., Dec. 

10.—The annual Christmas carol 
program at Mary Washington Col- 
lege will be given by the glee club 
in George Washington auditorium 
at 4 p.m. tomorrow under the di- 
rection of Miss Marion Chauncey, 
assistant professor of music. 

Brand New 
LESTER 

Betsy Ross 
Piano 

$10 Per month 
No Houling Charge • Immediate Delivery 

Buy at Piano Mart and SAVE. We are 

exclusive dealers for 10 fine piano makes. 
Over 100 New Pianos to choose from! 

% PIANO MART 
| 1015 Seventh St. N.W. STerling 6300 
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