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Sesqui Begins; 
Fireworks End 
Day of Activity 

Address by Barkley 
Starts Celebration of 
Capital's Founding 

Washington, which has grown 
from a boundary in Alexandria 
to a world capital, started cele- 
brating 150th birthday an- 

niversary%esterday. 
From morning to night, the 

event that is expected to grow 

Pictures of City's Celebration of Its 
150th Birthday. Page A-21 

into “the most spectacular pagent 
in the history of the United 
States” started off on its first 
day with everything. 

It began with a stern warning 
from Vice President Barkley that 
the Nation should guard against 
“threats to freedom” and ended 
with the rockets’ red glare over 
the Monument. 

A century and a half ago yes- 
terday, the boundary stone desig- 
nating the Federal City was 

placed. 
Weather Fails to Stop Crowd. 

The opening “Salute to Free- 
dom” actually is a forerunner of 
a Freedom Fair which has been 
projected for next year. The “most 
spectacular” tag was given the en- 

tire celebration by the National 
Capital Sesquicentennial Commis- 
sion. 

unniy weatner iauea 10 Keep 
the crowds home yesterday, but 
Commission members were keenly 
disappointed over the 43-degree 
nippy winds which swept the 
Monument grounds for the glitter- 
ing fireworks display last night. 

For the estimated 10,000 who 
stood through it in the cold, the 
display was an eye and ear catcher 
in this city of veteran fireworks 
watchers. 

One of Largest Displays. 
Its Freedom theme pictorial— 

the Qapitoi Idome, the Spirit of 
’76 and the Freedom Fair seal- 
employed more than 2,500 square 
feet of rigging. It was described 
as one of the “largest fireworks 
pictorials ever produced,” by Jack 
Duffield, of Chicago, whose com- 

pany staged the show. 

Despite the stiff northwest wind. 
star shells which sprayed out in 
triplicate bursts soared almost 500 
feet above the 555-foot Monu- 
ment. Smoke forced the crowd 
back up Monument Hill to even 
a better view. 

For 45 minutes before the fire- 
works started, pea-coated musi- 
cians from the Naval School of 
Music, under the leadership of 
Chief Musician John F Cresce, 
played from the stand. 

10,000 See Capitol Ceremony. 
Earlier in the day, 10,000 spec- 

tators participated in colorful 
exercises at the Capitol. 

Clouds betrayed an early promise 
of a sunny spring day and the 
spectators shivered under warm 
coats and blankets, but the two- 
hour performance of the “Salute 
to Freedom” pageant went off 
without a hitch. 

Jet planes of the 121st White 
House Fighter Squadron of the 
District National Guard flashed 
through the sky overhead at 500 
miles an hour and artillery pieces 
roared a 35-gun salute as the cere- 
monies got underway. 

Vice President Barkley delivered 
the principal address. He recalled 
that the first boundary stone of 
the Capital City was placed on 
April 15, 1791, at what is now 
Jones Point in Alexandria, and 
the seat of Government was 
moved to Washington in 1800. 

Growth of City Emphasized. 
“In the 150 years since the es- 

tabllshatent of the seat of the 
Federal Government in the City 
of Washington,” he said, ‘we have 
seen our Nation grow in size and 
in might until now it stands at 
the very forefront of all free and 
democratic nations. 

“We have seen this city grow 
out of the marshes to become one 

(See SESQUI, Page A-4.) 

Helpless Canadian Ship 
• Drifting Toward Rocks 

ly the Associated Pres* 
NEW YORK, April 15.—The 

2.861-ton Canadian freighter Fed- 
eral Trader was reported drifting 
helplessly tonight in the Atlantic 
Ocean toward Sable Island off the 
coast of Nova Scotia. 

Canadian authorities at Halifax 
dispatched the tug guard. The 
stricken vessel is wallowing about 
140 miles east of the Canadian 
port. Four American Coast Guard 
cutters were also alterted to stand 
by in case the Federal Trader needs 
more help than the tug can pro- 
vide. 

The Nova Scotia coastline 
stretches from the southwest to 
the northeast, with Sable—a long 
narrow’ reef—south of its upper 
tip. The helpless ship is between 
the mainland and the island, and 
ifc being driven directly offshore 
toward Sable. The island has a 

history as a maritime graveyard. 
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Baby Elephants Arrive at Zoo 
After Long Journey From India 

Ashok, younger of the Zoo’s two new baby elephants, gets 
a restraining hand from his attendant, Baba Jan, during a 

brief taste of freedom on his arrival at the Zoo last night. The 
2-year-old animal was let out of his cramped traveling cage to 
permit keepers to remove a wool blanket. He tipped over a 

water bucket. (Additional photograph on Page A-6). 
—Star Staff Photo. 

Ashok and Shanti. the baby ele- 
phants from India, arrived St th( 
Zoo last night amid loud trumpet- 
ing that observers interpreted as 

complete satisfaction with theii 
new home. 

I A reception committee of In- 
dian and Zoo officials was at the 
maintenance house when the 
young pachyderms rolled up in'a 
trailer truck. 

There the new arrivals were 
bedded down for the night to 
await transfer to the elephant 
house and formal presentation at 
4 p.m. today. The elephants are 
gifts of Prime Minister Jawaharlal 
Nehru, of India. 

The reception last night was in- 
formal. 

With little fanfare, 1-3 husky 

| men heaved and tugged at the 
cage which housed Shanti. the 
girl of the duo. She’s also the 
oldest. iti years, the heaviest 

; <1.043 pounds when shipped 
from India) and tallest, 53 inches. 

Finally they got Shanti into 
i the building, and then escorted 
Ashok, who is 2 years old, 48 
inches high and weighed 980 
pounds when shipped. 

Once inside, their 23-day voy- 
age from Bombay ended, the 

j youngsters threw their trunks into 
I the air and let go with some 
! mighty happy-sounding trumpet- 
ing. 

Baba Jan, the 23-year-old ma- 
hout (keeper), grinned happily. 

|‘ “Shanti is a good girl.” he said 

(See ELEPHANTS. Page A-6.) 

Connally Unveils Plan 
For Closer Senate Tie 
With State Department 

Committee Would Be 
Divided into Specialized 
Sections for Liaison 

•/ t*1* A«»Ociat«d Press 

Chairman Connally of the Sen- 
ate Foreign Relations Commit ee 
yesterday disclosed a plan designed 
to bring the Senate and the State 
Department into a close working 
arrangement on foreign policy. 

The Texan will recommend that 
his committee be divided into eight 
I___ 
Lucas Calls for tad of Wrangling Over 

Foreign Policy. Page A-3 

subcommittees to consult with the 
State Department on specific prob- 
lems around the world. 

“This plan,” he told reporters, 
"is the first serious eflort to set 
up a procedure in the Foreign Re- 
lations Committee to get the most 
efficient and careful study of in- 
ternational problems.” 

The Connally plan is one of sev- 

eral recent administration moves 
to rebuild bipartisan foreign policy 
and obtain close co-opeiation be- 
tween Congress and the State De- 
partment. 

GOP May Discolse Views. 
Among Republicans there have 

been proposals that they be in- 
vited to sit in on policy making, 
and Senator Vand&nberg, Repub- 
lican, of Michigan, has urged an 

‘‘unpartisan’’ study o? cold war 

strategy to follow the Marshall 
Plan which ends in 1952. 

Senate Republicans may speak 
j out officially next week with a 
'statement of their foreign policy 
views. 

Another administration leader, 
Senator Lucas of Illinois, sug- 
gested yesterday that a “close 

! (See FOREIGN POLICY. Pg. A-3.) 

Hat in Water, Footprints 
Reveal Drowning of Boy, 6 

By th« Associated Brest 

ANNAPOLIS. April 15.—Muddy 
footprints on a pier and a small 
hat floating on the water gave 
mute evidence today on the death 
of 6-year-old Robert Redmond 
Taylor. 

Robert had been missing 45 
minutes from his grandparents’ 
summer home at the headwaters 
of Weems Creek. 

Someone noted the footsteps, 
then the hat. Two soldiers recov- 
ered Robert’s body from 4 feet of 
water off thl pier. 

The boy lived with his grand- 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Robert 8. 
Taylor, in Annapolis. 
a 

King Leopold Offers 
|To Surrender Powers 
Temporarily to Son 

Both Friends and Foes 
Of Monarch Indicate 
Plan Is Unsatisfactory 

By the Associoted Prej» 

BRUSSELS, Belgium, April 15. 
—Exiled King Leopold III sought 
to end Belgium's political crisis 
today by offering to surrender his 
powers temporarily to his 19- 
year-old son, Prince Baudouin. 

| There were indications, however, 
the proposal would satisfy neither 
the anti-Leopold Socialists nor 
the pro-Leopold Social Christians. 
Spokesmen of the divided Liberals, 
Belgium's third major party, said 
“certain clarifications” will be 
necessary. 

i King Leopold spoke to the peo- 
ple in their two languages. Flemish 
and French, in a transcribed 
broadcast. The records were made 
in Switzerland, where he has made 
his home since liberation from the 
Germans in 1945, and flown to 
Brussels. 

It Was the first time the people 
had heard the King's voice since 

j_(See LEOPOLD, Page A-2.1 

Raft Is Sighted 
In Baltic Hunt 
For Navy Plane 

No Sign of Life Seen; 
Darkness Halts 
Aerial Search 

By the Associated Press 

WIESBADEN, Germany, April 
15.—Air searchers for a missing 
United States Navy patrol bomber 
in the Baltic Sea reported sight- 
ing a life raft late today, just as 
the search was about to be aban- 
doned. The search crew gsaid, 
however, no sign of life was seen. 

The plane has been missing 
since last Saturday with 10 crew- 

0 utright Rejection of Russian Protest 
On Plane Indicated. Page A-6 

men and may have been the tar- 
get of a Russian fighter aircraft’s 
bullets. Location of the raft was 
given as 48 miles northwest of the 
Danish island of Bornholm and 23 
miles south of the Swedish coast. 

Darkness prevented further 
search tonight, but the United 
States Air Force asked Danish 
and Swedish Coast Guard vessels 
to go to the scene immediately 
with search lights. All available 
planes were readied to take off at 
dawn tomorrow to follow up the 
new clue. 

Objects Sighted Three Times. 
Three times before searchers 

had reported sighting objects they 
thought might have been some 
connection with the missing-plane, 
a PB4Y, but none of these leads 
panned out. Today’s discovery 
was reported by the last plane to 
return to Kastrup Airport at Cop- 
enhagen, Denmark, where the 
United States Air Force has set 
up headquarters with the permis- 
sion of the Danish government 
The reporting craft was piloted by 
Walter E. Dahlen of St. Peters- 
burg, Fla. 

An Air Force spokesman at 
headquarters here said the search 
crew had made two low runs over 
the life raft. It was described as 
yellow and blue, the colors on the 
PB4Y’s rafts. 

“Visibility was excellent,” the 
spokesman said. 

Tne report was received only a 
few hours after Lt. Gen. John K. 
Cannon, American Air Force aom- 
mander in Europe, had an- 
nounced the search would be con- 
tinued for only one more day. 

Plane on Training Flight. 
The missing plane disappeared 

a week ago on a training flight 
from Wiesbaden to Copenhagen. 
Three days later the Russian gov- 
ernment protested that an Ameri- 
can plane had flown over the 
Soviet frontier into Latvia and 
exchanged shots with Soviet 

(See PLANE. Page A-6.) 

Co-Pilot's Wife Now 
Calls Flight Routine 

By the Associated Press 

NEW ORLEANS, April 15.—The 
New Orleans Times-Picayune said 
tonight there is a possibility that 
a United States Navy plane miss- 
ing in the Baltic may have been 
on a “secret mission.” 

The newspaper quoted Mrs. 
Howard W. Seeschaf, wife of the 
co-pilot of the craft, as saying 
that she received a letter from her 
husband recently that he was go- 
ing on a secret mission and that 
“he was all excited about it.” 

After the story was published, 
Mrs. Seeschaf told the Associated 
Press that she had no such infor- 
mation. She insisted that her 
husband’^ letter said he was go- 
ing on a routine flight. Mrs. Sees- 
chaf explained that naval officers 
told her several days ago not to 
give out information on the flight. 
Mrs. Seeschaf is visiting her 
father here. 

Disavow Chiang and Snub Reds 
Is Lattimore's Advice on China 

By th« Associated Pres* 

PHILADELPHIA, April 15.— 
Owen J. Lattimore said tonight 
the United States should “disavow 
approval and support of the rump 
of the old government of China” 
but “should not recognize the new 
government.” 

“This can be done.” he said, “by 
j allowing those members of the 

Barkley Sees Those Who Sow Suspicion 
As Biggest Threat. Page A-6 

! United Nations who wish to do so 
to vote to unseat the old Chinese 

; delegation to the United Nations 
land seat a new one.” 

“Direct relations between Wash- 
ington and the new government 
of China can wait,’’ Mr Lattimore 
said. “They should wait until the 
Chinese government is willing to 
make dignified and honorable re- 
lations possible.” 

Mr. Lattimore, is director of the 
Walter Hines Page School of In- 
ternational Relations at Johns 
Hopkins University, Baltimore. 
His remarks were made in a 
speech at the closing session of 

I the 54th annual meeting of the 
American Academy of Political and 

I Social Science. 
Senator McCarthy. Republican, 

> of Wisoonsin, has charged Mr. 

Lattimore is Russia’s top spy in 
the United States. Mr. Lattimore 
replied that the Senator's charge 
is “pure moonshine” and denied 
that he has even been a Commu- 
nist or Communist agent. 

He made no reference to the 
McCarthy charges in his speech. 

Mr. Lattimore said: “If, in Chi- 
nese domestic politics, there is a 
foreign nation that deals with and 
favors one political party rather 
than the entire nation and people, 
let that nation be Russia. Amer- 
ica should be willing to show 
friendliness not toward individuals 
and not toward any one party, 
but toward the nation and the 
people.” 

The Johns Hopkins professor 
said that it is his belief that if it 
were not for the American- 
equipped bombing raids from the 
“anti-Communist rump govern- 
ment on Formosa,” Chinese Na- 
tionalist feeling would not permit 
the creation of a Russian base at 
Shanghai. He went on: 

“American tolerance and tacit 
approval of the desperate and 
hopeless attack from Formosa 
provide the only possible circum- 
stances in which the Russians can 
be made to appear -to be coming 
in to relieve China rather than to 
control China.” 

DAR Looks for Election Fight 
In Session Starting Tomorrow 

Two Members of 12-Woman Cabinet 
Are Candidates for President General 

By Jeanne Rogers 
With politics on their minds 

and love of the Capital in spring 
in their hearts, thousands of 
Daughters of the American Rev- 
olution continued today to swarm 
into Washington. 

A hard fight is predicted for the 
triennnial election included in the 
National Society's 59th Continen- 
tal Congress which opens at 8:30 

i p.m. tomorrow in Constitution 

| Hall. 
For the first time, two members 

of the 12-woman DAR Cabinet—I 
the first vice president general 
and the recording secretary gen- 
eral—are seeking the society’s top 
job of president general. 

They are Mrs. James B. Pat-. 
| ton. Columbus. Ohio, and Mrs. 
Edwin S. Lammers, Dallas, Tex., 
who bead the only slates in the 

The national election is luring i 

one of the largest attendance in 
Congress history, Mrs. Roscoe C. 
O'Byrne, retiring president gen- 
eral, of Brookville, Ind., said yes- 
terday. In addition to the 4.000 
delegates and alternates, more 
than 1,500 non-voting DAR mem- 
bers are expected to wrangle for 
seats in the hall. 

Commenting on the Thursday 
night election, Mrs. O'Byrne said: 

"It is a ticklish situation for 
me, since two members of my 
board are running against each 
pther. At this time, I have no 
comment to make about adminis- 
tration support of either candi- 
difo.” 

Whether tfye Cabinet support 
will sjflit is a disputed question 
Mrs. Lammers said yesterday: 

"All of the Cabinet is behind 
me, with the exception of Mrs. 

(See DAR, Page A-fl.) 

Corporal Convicted 
Of Attempt to Give 
U. S. Secrets to Reds 

American, 19, Gets 5 Years 
After Trial in Germany; 
Denies Disloyalty 
if 

By the Associated Press 

GARMISCH PARTENKIRCH 
EN. Germany. April 15.—A United 
States Air Force court martial 
convicted Corpl. Gustav Mueller 
today of attempting to give Amer- 
ican military secrets to Soviet 
Russia and sentenced him to five 
years in prison. He had denied 
the charge in tearful testimony. 

Described in a report by Army 
doctors as “Immature and emo- 
tionally unstable,” the young air- 
man from St. Paul. Minn., in- 
sisted he was only trying to trap 
some Russian spies with the melo- 
dramatic activities that led to his 
arrest last fall. In a clipped, 
British-type accent, he said: 

“I never meant to betray the 
United States. I am not a Com- 
munist. I hate communism. I am 
loyal to the United States and al- 
ways shall be. ... I know I did 
wrong and I am sorry. I tried 
twice to kill myself because of 
this affair. But I already have 
been punished by six months in 
jail at hard labor while awaiting 
trial. I would never do such a 
thing again.” 

Repudiates Stories. 
He repudiated stories 1m told 

American Army agents whd posed 
as Russian operatives and ob- 
tained documents from him after 
he sent a telegram to the Soviet 
consulate in Bern, Switzerland,!1 
last September asking for contact. 
They testified he told them he 
believed in communism and 
wished to help out the party! 
cause. 

Corpl. Mueller was the only de- j 
fense witness in the two-day trial, j 
His attorney. Elmo Gower of 
Cumberland. Md„ used a light 
touch in questioning and cnose 
not to deliver a closing argument.! 

Capt. Carl Felth of Biloxi. Miss.,j 
the trial judge advocate < prose-; 
cutor), ridiculed as “incredible’ ! 
Corpl. Mueller’s declaration that 
he was only trying to trap Rus-i 
sian spies and attacked the de- 
fense efforts to make light of the' 
case. 

“This is no joking matter,” he 
said. 

The court of seven officers de- 
liberated 90 minutes. 

Faces Dishonorable Discharge. 
In addition to the prison sen- 

tence. it ordered that Corpl. Muel- 
ler be dishonorably discharged, 

(See TRIAL. Page A-i> 

Gambling Ship Plans 
To Lie Off Resort to 
Beat Ban on Pier 

Colonial Beach Rejects 
All Bids for Wharf; 
Faces New Problem 

By J. L. Michael 
Star Special Correspondent 

COLONIAL BEACH. Va.. April 
15.—The town council today re- 
fused to lease the municipal pier 
to slot machine operators, but a 

new problem immediately arose 
—a proposal to anchor a gam- 
bling ship off shore in the Po- 
tomac. 

The two-deck craft, appropri- 
ately named “Pleasure Island.” 
now is being reconditioned at 
Newport News. Its upper deck 
will be used as a dance floor, 
the main deck for slot machines 
and the ship's furnishings will in- 
clude a 27-foot bar. The “Pleasure 
Island” is 100 feet long and has 
a beam of 36 feet. 

One of its owners. Prank Tims, 
told a reporter: 

"The ‘Pleasure Island' definitely 
will ride at anchor off this town 
between Decoration Day and La- 
bor Day, perhaps longer.” 

He added that the ship had op- 
erated “successfully” last summer 
between Buckroe Beach and 
Ocean View. Va. 

Mr. Tims was here today to 
offer one of the three bids which 
were rejected at a special meeting 
of the Town Council. 

He proposed to pay the town 
*1.600 for the privilege of making 
his ship fast to the municipal 
pierhead. He agreed to erect no 
erations on the pier itself. 

Slot machines are illegal in Vir- 

<See GAMBLING. Page A-2.) 

Pepco Rate Increase 
To Be Requested in 
Last Part of Year 

Boost Needed to Offset 

Operating Costs and 

Expansion, Firm Says 
The Potomac Electric Power 

Co. plans to ask the Public Utili- 
ties Commission to authorize an 

increase in power rates. The re- 

quest probably will be made dur- 
ing the <iast half of the year. 

Plans for the request were dis- 
i closed by Pepco officials at the 

Pepco Re-elects Officers, Directors, Names 
Women to Office First Time in 54 

I Years. Page <4-2 

i company’s annual board meeting 
j yesterday. 

No estimate has been made, of 
j the Increase to the consumes n%r 
I the prospective scale of rates. 

Alfred O. Neal, president and 

I chairman of the Pepco board, said 
jthe increase will be asked because 
company earnings during the last 
three months under the present 
rates indicate the year’s return 
will be below the 5.5 per cent al- 
lowed by the PUC. Mr. Neal said 

| the higher rates are imperative as 

| the result of increased operating 
costs. 

Bond Issue Planned. 
The official also announced plans 

for the company to sell $30 mil- 
lion in bonds this year. About $20 
million of the amount will be in 
the form of refinancing, he added. 

In addition the company plans 
to issue about 710,000 shares of 
new common stock. The present 
stock issue amounts to 3,553.500 
shares. The company said current 
stockholders will be Riven first 
chance to subscribe to the new 
shares at the ratio of one new 

share for each five shares held. 
Officials said the finance pro- 

gram probably will be completed 
first, with Rction on the rate in- 
crease unlikely until the latter 
part of the year. A public hear- 
ing probably will be held on the 
increase. 

Last Increase in 1948. 

Pepco's last rate rise went into 
effect in July. 1948, resulting in 
an increase of about 30 cents a 

month for the average family. 
That boost—the first in 25 years 
—was expected to yield an annual 
operating revenue increase of 
about $2,748,000. It was granted 
by the PUC to offset rising costs 
and permit expansion. 

Last year, the utility concern 
outlined plans for an expansion 
program of about $66 million. 

Refunding of the $20 million 
bond issue, announced yesterday, 
will mean Pepco will get only $10 
million In new money from the 
bond program. With the refinan- 
ing program, however, the firm 
hopes to save money through a 

lower interest rate. The bond is- 
sue to be retired carries a 3V4 per 
cent interest rate. 

Relief From Wintry Spring 
Predicted for District Area 

The Weather Bureau last night 
predicted clear and wanner for 
today, a relief from the Wintry; 
Spring the city has had recently. 

The forecast called for the 
thermometer to rise to the middle 

Wind Wilts Blossom Fete Given by 
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50s by this afternoon. Tonight 
will be fair with the temperature j 
dropping to 38 degrees. 

Tomorrow will be warmer with 
the temperature near -60 and some 
cloudiness. 

In other words, the Weather 
Bureau explained last night, the! 
cold spell is just about over and 
the weather will be about normal I 

■L 

soon. Last night’s temperature,, 
however, was expected to sink to 
33 degrees in the city and 26 in 
the suburbs. 

Nationally, another blast of 
record cold stung the southeast 
yesterday but spring began be- 
having like spring in the Plains 
States. 

Temperatures rose to seasonal 
levels in Montana and the Da- 
kotas. The warmup was‘expected 
to spread gradually over the en- 
tire eastern half of the* country. 

Forecasters said the Canadian, 
ice box has been drained of itsi 
arctic cold, for the present at; 

■least, and that near-normal tem- 
peratures should return soon to 
all winter-weary sections. 

Truman Vetoes 
Kerr Gas Bill; 
Aides Rebuffed 

President Twice Said 
He Would Approve, 
Oklahoma Reports 

By Cecil Holland 
President Truman yesterday 

brushed aside the pressure of 
powerful Democratic friends and 
vetoed the controversial Kerr 
natural gas bill. 

The measure would have ex- 

empted independent gas producers 

Text of President's Message Vetoing 
Kerr Bill. Page 4-3 

from regulation by the Federal 
Power Commission. 

“After careful analysis and full 
consideration." Mr. Truman in- 
formed Congress, “I believe such 
an action would not be in tha 
national interest." 

By his veto the President re- 

buffed some of his closest con- 

gressional lieutenants — including 
House Speaker Rayburn and Sen- 
ator Connally. Democrat of Texas. 

Won’t Attempt to Override. 
Supporters of the bitterly fought 

legislation that barely slipped 
through the Senate and House 
said they would not attempt to 

override the presidential veto. 
The bill passed the House by a 

vote of 176 to 174 after Speaker 
Rayburn took the floor to urge lta 

adoption. It passed the Senate, 
44 to 38. 

One of the sponsors for wnona 

the bill was named was wealthy 
Senator rferr, Democrat, of Okla- 
homa, who delivered the keynote 
address at the 1944 Democrat!® 
convention that nominated Mr. 
Truman as President Roosevelt'* 
running mate. 

In Oklahoma City, the As- 
sociated Press reported, the Daily 
Oklahoman said the vetoed bill, 
“was in the identical form and 

language prepared at the Whit® 
House and approved by the Presi- 
dent some weeks ago." 

“An exceptionally reliable source 

said it was delivered, to Senator 
Truman's approval, to Senator 
Kerr, by Charles Murphy, the 
President's chief counsel." the 

paper's Washington Bureau re- 

ported in a story for Sunday 
editions. 

Instructions Claimed Twice. 
The story continued: 

i “It also was learned that Mr. 

j Truman twice instructed the ‘bit 
‘four’ —Vice President Barkley. 
Speaker Rayburn. Senate Major* 

! ity Leader Lucas and House Ma- 
jority Leader McCormack — that 
he had approved the bill and 
would accept it if passed by Con- 
gress. 

“Lucas said at the time the 
bill was taken up by the Senate 
he would not have brought it 
up had he not been assured by the 
White House that it would be 
accepted if passed.” 

The Oklahoman said, "the Pres- 
ident. however, was unable to 
withstand the great pressure 
brought against it after its pas- 
sage." 

Foes ol' the bill contended that 
it was “a gigantic grab" that 
ultimately would cost consumer* 

up to $500 million annually. It® 
sponsors denied this and said 
regulation would dtscourage gas 
production to such an extent that 
consumers eventually would be 
harmed. 

The bill would have exempted 
from Federal price regulation In- 
dependent producers not con- 
nected with distributing com- 
panies. Such producers have not 
actually been regulated since 
Congress passed the Natural Oaa 
Act of 1938 but backers of the 
bill said they believed the Power 

(See VETO. Page A-5.) 

3 Bottle Clubs 
Hit by Police in 
Evidence Raids 

Vice-squad raider struck at 
three after-hours clubs here early 
today, at least two of them cur- 
rently under the legal guns of 
United States Attorney George 
Morris Fay. 

Lt. Roy Blick said no arrests 
were made in the flash trips to 
the Turf and Grid Club. 1300 
block of Fourteenth street N.W.; 
the Gold Key. 606 E street N.W 
and the Fin and eFather, 100 
block of Fourteenth street N.W. 

He said, however, that “arrests 
may be made later," and explained 
the raids by indicating his men 
were seeking evidence to aid Mr. 
Fay s atempts to revoke the char- 
ters of 11 after-hours clubs. Police 
said they seized about six cases 
of liquors • 

Lt. Blick also said when they 
entered the Turf and Grid Club, 
the orchestra began to play, or 
was playing by coincidence. "If I 
Knew You Were Coming I’d Have 
Baked a Cake " 

Earlier, Mr Fay s office had an- 
nounced that three or four of the 
after-hours clubs ordered to show 
why their charters should not be 
revoked had failed to meet the 
deadline. The cases will go to 
District Court Wednesday, an as- 
sistant said. 

The Gold Key and Turf and 
Grid Club are included in Mr. 
Fay's action. f 


