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This Week Magazine made the unusual-looking photo- 

diagram above for a very good and serious reason. 

The safety of all Americans is today held in the hands of 10 
men. These men head up America’s cold-war government, an 

organization that very few people in the country know much 
about. 

In 1947 Congress passed a terribly important and little 
understood law. One part of this la* “unified” the armed 
forces into the Department of Defense and everybody heard a 

lot about that. A more important part of the law set up the 
cold-war government and not too much was said about it, 
then or since. 

Our own painful experience in World War II led to the 
passage of this law, called the National Security Act of 1947. 
The idea was that next time, if there is a next time, war will 
hit us quickly and hit us at home. We’ll have no time to get 
ready; we’ll have to be ready. The National Security Act laid 

out a scheme for keeping the United States in a state of readi- 
ness. 

The trouble is this scheme, which needs so desperately to 
succeed, hasn’t worked out very well so far. And one impor- 
tant reason, we believe, is lack of public understanding. 
That’s why you should have a look at the cold-war govern- 
ment setup. Here is the situation as this issue goes to press: 
who the top 10 are and what they are supposed to do. 

1. Tho Cold-Wax High Command: The new National 
Security Council is a five-man super-cabinet with a single 
assignment: the safety of the United States. President Tru- 
man admits that he doesn’t see how other presidents got along 
without it. 

Truman himself heads the National Security Council; other 
permanent members are the Vice-President, the Secretary of 
State, the Secretary of Defense and the chief of the National 

Security Resources Board. One great question that is always 
before the Council is this: 

1- H®w Starng b The Emmy? The eyes and ears of the 
National Council are in the new Central Intelligence Agency. 
Its ticklish job is to ferret out the secrets of America’s enemies; 
C.I.A.’8 undercover agents are at work in every one of the 
nations behind the Iron Curtain. 

Boss of the C.I.A. is Rear Admiral Roscoe H. Hillenkoetter. 
His staff includes former O.S.S. men, Army and Navy intelli- 
gence officers and a carefully recruited corps of foreign agents. 

But so far C.I.A. hasn’t done too well. More of that in a 
moment. 

3- How Strong b TV* U. S.? Bitter experience in World 
War II taught us that we must know our own strength right 
down to the last man and machine, and plan for war accord- 
ingly. The new National Security Resources Board has this 
planning job. Under new M-Day legislation, now in prepara- 
tion, if an enemy strikes, the country will go on a war footing 
overnight. A stop-order will halt production of civilian goods; 
prices and rents will freeze; taxes will skyrocket; a labor draft 
will go into action. 

The N.S.R.B., like the National Security Council, is a 
Continued on page 37 


