
McMahon Proposes 
$5,000 Pay Raises 
For AEC Members 

Senator McMahon, Democrat of 
Connecticut yesterday proposed 
$5,000-a-year pay increases for 
members of the Atomic Energy 
Commission. 

He said he would offer a' bill 
tomorrow to increase the pay of 
the chairman of the commission 
from $17,500 to $22,500 and that 
of the other four commissioners 
from $15,000 to $20,000. 

Senator McMahon, who is chair- 
man of the Senate-House Atomic 
Committee, said: 

“It is my hope that the intro- 
duction of this bill may assist the 
President somewhat in securing 
the services of a fully qualified 
man for the now vacant post of 
AEC chairman." 

The increases would lift the 
chairman into the pay brack- 
et of cabinet officers and give 
the commissioners the prestige 
of near top-level pay within the 
Government. 

Outside Jobs Forbidden. 
Senator JdcMahon pointed out 

that AEC members are the only 
high Federal officials expressly 
forbidden by law to engage in any 
other business or employment. 
“Therefore," he added, “an ade- 
quate salary is particularly indi- 
cated.” 

The chairmanship of the com- 
mission has been vacant since 
David E. Lilienthal relinquished 
it in February. Sumner T. Pike, 
who also wants to quit, is acting 
chairman. 

Senator McMahon also said he 
would propose a definite three- 
year term for the commission’s 
general manager, who at present 
is Carroll L. Wilson, and an in- 
crease in the pay of that office 
from $15,000 to $20,000 a year. 

Under the existing law, he said, 
the general manager does not 
serve for any specified length of; 
time. Mr. Wilson has held the 
position since the commission 
took over the atomic program from 
the Army on January 1, 1947. 

“In view of the great impor- 
tance of his job,” Senator McMa- 
hon said, “provision for a distinct 
term impresses me as appro- 
priate.” 

Regrets Strauss Resignation. 
There has been no indication 

when President Truman will nom- 
inate a chairman of the commis- 
sion. The resignation of Louis L. 
Strauss as a commissioner took 
effect Friday. 

Senator McMahon expressed re- 
gret that Mr. Strauss was leaving 
and in a letter asked him to serve 
as a consultant to the Senate- 
House Committee. 

“You are leaving the commis- 
sion a going concern, vigorous and 
alert,” Senator McMahon wrote. 
“I bespeak the sentiments of the 
members of the Joint Committee 
when I say to you that w'e all hope 
you will consent to serve as a con- 
sultant to the Joint Congressional 
Committee on Atomic Energy. We 
W’ill thus be able to avail ourselves 
of your advice, which is greatly 
appreciated by every member of 
the committee, regardless of 
party.” 

Fulton Lewis to Be Marshal 
At Firemen's Parade 

Special Dispatch to The Star 

WINCHESTER, Va. April 15.— 
Fulton Lewis, jr., radio commenta- 
tor, will be marshal of the fire- i 
men's parade at the Shenandoah i 
Apple Blossom 

1 

Festival here 
April 27 and 28. 

H i s appoint- 
ment was an- 
nounced today 
by John Hawse, 
director of the 
April 27 parade. 
Visiting fire 
companies from 
communities in 
four surround- 
ing States will 
participate. The 
parade commit- 
tee will sponsor Fulton Lewio, Jr. 

a fireworks display for the thou- 
sands expected during the two- 
day festival. 

Personnel Group Plans 
Mental Hygiene Panel 

A panel discussion of “The Ap- 
plication of Mental Hygiene Prin- 
ciples in Everyday Counseling” 
will be held at a meeting of the 
District Guidance and Personnel 
Association at 7:45 p.m. Tuesday 
in the third floor assembly hall 
of the Central YWCA, Seven- 
teenth and K streets N.W. 

Participants in the panel will be 
Dr. Walter V. Bingham, chair- 
man, Miss Helen Samuels, Gor- 
don Junior High School; Marshall 
Levy. District Rehabilitation Serv- 
ice; Miss Grace Holmes, Coolidge 
High School, and Father John W. 
Stafford, Catholic University. 

Citizens to Hear Gallier 
John Gallier, of the Arlington 

Kmlth Department, will address 
a meeting of the Stonewall Jack- 
son Citizens' Association at 8 p.m. 
tomorrow at the Jackson School, 
855 North Edison street, Arlington. 
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Servicemen's Clubs Gets Higher ‘Rating' as Census Blushes 

——MW—' ■»» 

Television, the newest magazines and comfortable chairs invite loungers at the Soldiers, Sailors, Marines and Airmen’s 
Club. —Star Staff Photo. 

Local Census chiefs took an- 
other hasty look at the Soldiers, 
Sailors. Marines and Airmen’s 
Club at 1015 L street N.W. yes- 
terday. 

Then, coloring slightly, they 
changed the official Census desig- 
nation of the club from "flop- 
house” to "large lodging house.” 

Somehow, the first designation 
had found its way onto the Census 
taker’s form when guests at the 
imposing red-brick establishments 
were enumerated Thursday night. 

The word “flophouse” (which 
is an official Census Bureau term) 
evoked an immediate outteged 
protest from the Women’s Army 
and Navy league which has spon- 
sored the club for 50 years. 

Officials of the League, whose 

roster glitters with the names of 
wives of the highest brass in the 
Armed Services, pointed out that 
the club is run for the benefit of 
transient servicemen and for vet- 
erans of World War II. 

Furthermore, the price for 
lodging is 85 cents a night—above 
the limit set by the census for 
places in the “flophouse” cate- 
gory, they said. 

“And the place looks so beau- 
tiful now,” protested League Pres- 

ident Mrs. Homer Case, wife of 
an Army colonel. “We have just 
had it painted. Flophouse, in- 
deed!” 

On Armed Forces Day, May 20, 
Mrs. Truman is scheduled to visit 
the club for ceremonies dedicating 
rooms and beds, Mrs. Case said. 

"I wonder what she'd think about 
this.” 

Census officials were not anxious 
to find out. Walter R. Reynolds, 
assistant district supervisor, said 
orders would be issued to strike 
the odious term from the records 
and substitute the more respect- 
able one. 

Reassured by the news. Mrs. 
Case returned to plans for the 
dedication ceremonies. 

The club will hold open house 
from 1 to 4 p.m. May 20. 

Honor guests at the cere- 
monies, in addition to Mrs. Tru- 
man, will include the wives of 
the services’ chiefs of staff, Mrs. 
J. Lawton Collins. Mrs. Hoyt S. 
Vandenberg and Mrs. Forrest P. 
Sherman; Mrs. Clifton Cates, 
wife of the commandant of the 

(Marine Corps, and Mrs. Merlin 
| O'Neill, wife of the commandant 
of the Coast Guard. 

Cannon Luther D. Miller of 
: the National Cathedral will give 
the invocation, and Maj. Gen. 
Thomas W. Herren. commander 
of the Military District of Wash- 
ington, will speak. 

The rooms and beds, Mrs. Case 
said, are endowed by branches of 
the Armed Forces or by indi- 
viduals in honor, or in memory, 
of lbved ones. 

In addition to supplying beds 
for 147 men, the club also serves 
minimum-pride meals in a re- 
cently renovated canteen. A va- 
riety of recreational activities 
are provided, including television, 
pool, table tennis and a well- 
stocked library. 

Veto 
(Continued From First Page.) 

Commission would move to set up 
regulations. 

Limited Competition Cited. 
In rejecting the bill, Mr. Tru- 

man said that “authority to regu- 
late • * • is necessary in the 

public interest.” 

He added that limited compe- 
tition in the natural gas business 
make it necessary for the Power 
Commission to have authority to 
regulate independent producers, 
who supply more than 80 per cent 
of all gas produced. 

“Unlike purchasers of coal and 
oil,” the President continued,' 
"purchasers of natural gas can 
not easily move from one pro- 
ducer to another in search of 
lower prices. Natural gas is trans- 
ported to consumers by pipe lines, 
and is distributed in a given con- 
suming area by a single company.” 

This and the relatively small 
number of producers and gath- 
erers, Mr. Truman said, serve to 
limit competition. 

“Under these circumstances,” he 
added, “there is a clear possibility 
that competition will not be effec- 
tive, at least in some cases, in 
holding prices to reasonable levels. 
Accordingly, to remove authority to 
regulate, as this will would do. 
does not seem to me to be wise 
public policy.” 

Agreed to Reasonable Changes. 
Mr. Truman said he would have 

no objection to “reasonable amend- 
ments” to the present law if they 
are found needed. But he added: 

“To withdraw entirely from the 
field of regulation, impelled by 
imaginary fears, and in the face 
of a record of accomplishment un- 
der the present law which is suc- 
cessful from the standpoint of 
consumer, distributor, carrier, and 
producer alike, would not be in 
the public interest.” 

The President's action was 
hailed by those who fought the 
measure in bitter debate in Con- 
gress. Senator Douglas, Demo- 
crat, of Illinois, one of the leading 

opponents, said, “God Bless the 
President.” 

Senator Magnuson, Democrat, 
of Washington, called it a "good 
veto.” Senator Donnell, Republi- 
can, of Missouri, said he thought 
Mr. Truman “acted properly.” 

Senator Connally said he was 
“greatly disappointed” at the 
President’s veto. He added: 

“Producers and gatherers of 
natural gas in Texas and else- 
where are entitled to sell their 
products without the strong arm 
of the law, operating through a 

tyrannical and arbitrary bureau,; 
fixing their prices. Such a prac- 
tice does not obtain as to other j 
commodities and articles of mer-' 
chandise.” 

Rayburn Is Silent. 
At his home in Bonham, Tex., 

Mr. Rayburn declined to comment 
on the veto. “I will see the Presi- 
dent Tuesday,” the Associated 
Press reported him as saying, “and 
may have something to say after 
that.” 

Senator Johnson, bemocrat, of 
Texas, said: 

“I had thought and believed 
that the bill would be acceptable 
to the President. I am certain 
time will prove Congress acted \ 
wisely in passing this bill.” 

One of the supporters of the bill.; 
Senator Ellender, Democrat, of 
Louisiana, said: “I think the vetc 
is purely political.” 

Senator Kerr, however, said he 
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thought a veto would have as 
little political effect as its ap- 
proval would have, since the 
measure had split party lines. 

“The gas bill vetoed by the 
President,” he added, “had but 
one purpose. That purpose was 
to enable independent producers 
to sell their gas in interstate com- 
merce with, the same freedom 
with which they can sell it at 
home. The President's veto will 
deny them that freedom. This will 
result in less gas and cause higher 
prices to the consumer.” 

Similar to Priest Bill. 
Senator Kerr said the measure 

was similar to one introduced in 
the 80th Congress by Representa- 
tive Priest, Democrat, of Tennes- 
see, which was recommended by 
the Federal Power Commission 
and approved by the President 
as being in the public interest. 

“The Kerr bill,” he added, “was 
identical in principle with the 
Priest bill. If the Priest bill was 
in the public interest in 1947 and 
1948, the Kerr bill would be in 
the public interest in 1950. 

“This bill had been on the Sen- 
ate calendar since last June It 
would not have been called un if 
proponents had not understood 
that it was acceptable to the 
President today as the Priest bill 

was two years ago when he and 
the Federal Power Commission 
urged the Congress to pass It.” 

The Daily Oklahoman quoted 
Senator Kerr as saying, “The 
fight has just started. I know the 
President has made a mistake in 
vetoing the bill.” 

Senator Kerr, reached by the 
Associated Press in Washington 
after his original remarks, merely 
said he had no comment on what 
the Oklahoman reported. But 
Republican floor leader Wherry 
said he was “surprised that Presi- 
dent Truman would veto what 
was supposed to be his own bill.” 

Takoma Park Will Open 
Bids for Work on Spring 

The Takoma Spring will be re- 
constructed with an ornamental 
cascade and pool in Spring Me- 
morial Park near the intersection 
of Poplar and Elm avenues, Ta- 
koma Park, Md. 

Plans have been completed and 
bids will be opened at 4 p.m. 
Friday in the City Council office, 
16 Carroll avenue. The work will 
include grading, ornamental 
stonework, drainage and land- 
scaping. 

\Truman Message on Gas Veto 
The text of President Tru- 

man’s message to the House yes- 
terday vetoing the Kerr natural 
gas biU follows: 
I return herewith, without my 

approval. Hit. 1758, a bill to amend 
the Natural Gas Act approved 
June 21, 1938, as amended. 

This bill would preclude the 
Federal Power Commission from 
regulating sales of natural gas to 
interstate pipe line companies, for 
resale in interstate commerce, by 
producers and gatherers who are 
not affiliated with the buyers. Aft- 
er careful analysis and full con- 
sideration, I believe that such an 

action would not be in the national 
interest. 

I believe that authority to reg- 
ulate such sales is necessary in 
the public interest because of the 
Inherent characteristics of the 
process of moving gas from the 
field to the consumer. Unlike 
purchasers of coal and oil, pur- 
chasers of natural gas cannot 
easily move from one producer to 
another in search of lower prices. 
Natural gas is transported to con- 
sumers by pipe lines, and is dis- 
tributed in a given consuming 
market by a single company. The 
pipe line companies, and in turn 
the consumers of natural gas. are 
bound to the producers and gath- 
erers in a given field by the physi- 
cal location of their pipe lines, 
which represent large investments 
of funds, and cannot readily be 
moved to other fields in search of 
a better price. 

Sellers Not United. 
These characteristics of the 

natural gas business impose nat- 
ural limitations upon effective 
competition among sellers. Com- 
petition is further limited by the 
degree of concentration of own- 
ership of natural gas reserves. 
While there are a large number of 
producers and gatherers, a rela- 
tively small number of them own 
a substantial majority of the gas 
reserves. Furthermore, the de- 
mand for natural gas has been 
growing phenonominally in re- 
cent years, and its natural ad- 
vantages as a fuel, coupled with 
its present price advantage, indi- 
cate that demand may soon be 
pressing hard upon total supplies. 

Under these circumstances, there 
is a clear possibility that compe- 
tition will not be effective, at least 
in some cases, in holding prices to 
reasonable levels. Accordingly, to 
remove the authority to regulate, 
as this bill would do, does not 
seem to me to be wise public 
policy. 

Has Faith In Commission. 
It is argued that regulation of 

sales of natural gas to pipe line 
companies would discourage pro- 
ducers and gatherers from selling 
this gas in interstate commerce, 
and would discourage explora- 
tion and development of new wells. 
This claim rests primarily on the 
•assumption that the Federal Pow- 
er Commission would apply stand- 
ards of regulation which did not 
take account of the peculiar cir- 
cumstances of natural gas produc- 
tion—such as the cost of explora- 
tion and development, including 
the drilling of dry holes. I do not 
believe this assumption is well- 
founded. On the contrary, I am 
confident that the commission will 
apply standards properly suited to 
the special risks and circumstances 
of Independent natural gas pro- 
ducers and gatherers. 

My confidence in this outcome 
is supported by the fact that, 
until recently, the commission 
has not found it necessary to 
undertake to regulate the prices 
charged by independent gas pro- 
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ducers and gatherers, although 
those prices have been advancing 
It is only natural that prices have 
risen, since the interstate lines 
built during and since the war 
have offered a far wider market 
than existed previously and have 
resulted in more competition 
among buyers. This process of 
price adjustment will probably 
continue, and it is right that it 
should if held within reasonable 
limits. 

Sees Strong Incentives. 
Accordingly, producers and 

gatherers are finding, and I am 
sure will continue to find, strong 
incentives to search out new 

i sources of natural gas and to sell 
their gas in interstate commerce 
I believe the production and sale 
of natural gas will continue to 
grow rapidly, to the benefit of 
consumers and of all the busi- 
nessmen concerned with serving 
them. I see no danger to that 
growth in the continuance of the 
authority of the Federal Power 
Commission to regulate sales of 
gas to interstate pipe lines. 

The continuance of that au- 
thority will adequately protect the 
public interest by permitting the 
commission to prevent unreason- 
able and excessive prices, which 
would give large windfall profits 
to gas producers, at the expense 
of consumers, with no benefit toj the Nation in terms of additional 
exploration and production. Such 
cases are few, if any, at the pres- 
ent time, but the authority to 
deal with them in the future 
clearly should not be dissipated. 

Experience may demonstrate 
that some improvement of the 
existing statute may be desirable. 
I have no doubt that the com- 
mission will operate reasonably 
and in the public interest in 
carrying out the present law, but 
I would have no objection to 
reasonable amendments if they 
are found to be needed. 

To withdraw entirely from this 
field of regulation, however, im- 
pelled only by imaginary fears, 
and in the face of a record of 
accomplishment under the pres- 

! ent law which is successful from 
the standpoint of consumer, dis-. 
tributor. carrier, and producer 
alike, would not be in the public 
interest. Accordingly, I am com- 
pelled to return this bill without 
my approval. 

Greek Study Encouraged 
Mrs. Eva Gallico, who died in 

England last August, left $5,600 
to New Church College, Wood- 
ford Green, “to encourage students 
to obtain a good knowledge of 
Greek." | 
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NOTICE TO 
THE DEAF 

The Washington Hearing Clinic 
offers services to the hard of 
heating, not obtained in most 
hearing aid offices. 
1. Here you can see and try 

all the different makes of 
hearing aids we have that will 
fit all types of deafness that 
Is correctible with hearing 
aids. 
2. Several guaranteed makes 

of hearing aids. 
3. The clinic can furnish you 

with special difficult to 
obtain replacement parts, 
tubes, cases, transmitters, re- 
ceivers, cords and batteries 
for your old style and new 
type aids; and aids needing 
cleaning and overhauling 
4. Office or home testing; try 

before you buv. 
5. Highest trade-in allow- 

ances for your old aids 
which then will be donated to 
the church of your church of 
the needy 
6. Guaranteed s 

7. Same location, established 
almost ten years. 4 

Phone er write fer appointment 
Room 319, Colorado Building, 
corner Fourteenth and C etreete 
N W.. City._ 
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