
U. S. Note to Russia 
Could Bring on Crisis 
Leading to War 

Kremlin Must Swallow 
Pride and Acknowledge 
Blunder Made by Flyers 

By David Lawrence 
Note-writing between two pow- 

erful governments can prove to 
be the precursor of a crisis that 
leads to war. For when notes 
are written the element of pride 
enters so strongly into the con- 
troversy that retreat by one or 
the other becomes in itself a prob- 
lem. 

The United States has written 
to Russia in the historic lan- 
guage of serious diplomacy, The 
American Government has ac- 
cused the Soviet flyers of firing 
on an unarmed plane, causing the 
death of ten Amencan citizens. 

Just thirty-five years ago this 
spring, the United States sent a 

similar note to the German gov- 
ernment accusing the commander 
of a German submarine of firing, 
on helpless American citizens 
traveling on an unarmed ship, 
the “Lusitania.” War for America 
eventually came in the end. 

Same Demand on Japan. 
The same kind of demand was 

made of Japan wfhen the Ameri- 
can vessel “Panay” was sunk in 
Chinese inland waters upon the 
orders of a Japanese naval com- 

mander. War eventually came in 
the end. 

The customary course is lo rsk 

for punishment of those who have 
offended and to demand steps 
be taken to prevent repetition, 
and that there be an expression of 
regret or apology and an appropri- 
ate indemnity. 

What is most significant is that 
the United States Government 
ehoee to make identical demands 
of Russia. There has been no soft- 
ening of words or phrases. The 
exaet language is important to ex- 

amine. The note says: 
“The Ambassador of the United 

States has been instructed to pro- 
test in the most solemn manner 

against this violation of interna- 
tional law and of the most ele- 
mentary rules of peaceful conduct 
between nations. The United 
States Government demands that 
the Soviet government institute a 

prompt and thorough investiga- 
tion of this matter in order that 
the facts set forth above may be 
confirmed to Its satisfaction. The 
United States Government further 
demands that the most, strict and 
categorical instructions be issued 
to the Soviet air force that there 
be no repetition, under whatever 
pretext, of incidents of this kind 
whieh are so clearly calculated to 
magnify the difficulties of main- 
taining peaceful and correct inter- 
national relationships. 

"The United States Government 
confidently expects that, when its 
Investigation is completed, the 
Soviet government will express its 
regret for the unlawful and pro- 
vocative behavior of its aviators, 
will see to it that those responsible 
for this action are promptly and 
severely punished and will, in ac- 

cordance with established custom 
among peace-loving nations, pay 
appropriate indemnity for the un- 

provoked destruction of American 
lives and property.” 

U. S. Pride interjected. 
This means that if Russia does 

not show a willingness to compose 
the affair, relations will become 
strained much further than they 
have been in the cold war and 
that the American people will 
have far more cause to be inflamed 
against the Russian government 
than they have ever had before. 
Many of the complex matters of 
the cold war are not widely under- 
stood, but the shooting down of an 
unarmed American plane is thor- 
oughly understood. American pride 
is interjected—for if Russia spurns 
the American note and does not 
show a conciliartory spirit toward 
settlement, the temptation will 
arise to take retaliatory steps. 
This might mean the sending of 
armed air forces to patrol the bor- 
ders between the'Russian-occupied 
areas and those of the United 
States and allied countries, with 
orders to shoot down any Russian 
planes that may venture across 
the line. 

When matters get to that sort 
of stage, anything can happen 
The Russian foreign office, there- 
fore, has been poorly advised tc 
accuse the American aviators oi 
flying over their territory and oi 
firing on Russian fighter planes 
It would have been so muc! 
simpler and easier for all con- 
cerned if the Russians had ad- 
mitted the error of their aviator; 
and expressed regret. There would 
have been no serious consequences 

The American people will nol 
believe the charges that tht 
United States Navy plane wa; 
armed. They will believe that ii 
was unarmed. So the Russian: 
will not be able by further charge; 
to ehange American public opin 
Ion .The Soviet government :: 
confronted, therefore, today witl 
the most serious decision it maj 
have to make in all its postwa: 
relations with the United States- 
a decision that can lead to wa: 
as incident after incident arise: 
to inflame the people of the Unltec 
States or one that can lead t< 
peace and a better understanding 
between the two governments 
The United States does not sent 
a note of such firm language ant 
then forget about it. There is i 
climax coming and the need of th 
hour is for the Kremlin to realize 
that pride must not stand in thi 
way of acknowledging that somi 
Russian aviators made a blunder 
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This Changing World 
U. S. Could Have Charged Russians 
With Firing on Our Planes in Far East 

By Constantine Brown 
The State Department confined 

its counter-protest to Russia over 
the shooting down of an American 
Navy plane April 8 to that 
particular case 
alone, although 
it could have 
mentioned in 
its reply a num- 
ber of other in- 
stances when 
Russian fighter 
planes unsuc- 

cessfully at- 
tacked Ameri- 
can aircraft in 
the Far East. 

A few weeks 
ago, for in- 
stance, a B-29, 

I flying well out- «•»•**»«■• »«*»• 

! side Soviet territorial air lanes 
over the Bering Sea, was attacked 
by several Russian fighter planes. 
One of them fired several ma- 

| chine-gun bursts. Although the 
B-29 was well armed and could 
have retaliated, the crew pre- 
ferred to avoid a fight. The 
bomber gained altitude and broke 
off contact with the Red fighters. 

Other Incidents of Kind. 
There have been other incidents 

of this kind in the Pacific, such 
as the buzzing of commercial 
planes en route to Tokyo. But the 
B-29 incident is the only one in 
the Pacific in w'hich the Russians 
actually opened fire on a plane 
so far from the Russian coast. 

The Soviet Union jealously 
guards its coast in the Baltic as 
well as the Pacific. The implica- 
tion is that some large-scale mili- 
tary preparations are being made 
and the Kremlin-does not want 
them known. The fact that Soviet 
fighter planes, however, rose un- 

expectedly from a part of Siberia 
which heretofore has been con- 
sidered a barren and bleak coun- 

try, with no industry or even set- 
tlements, indicates that military 
establishments may have been set 
up there, too. 

The State Department is not 
prepared to call Russia's atten- 
tion to another phase of activity 
by its forces. Russian submarines 
recently detected just outside the 
3-mile limit of American waters in 
the Pacific technically did not vio- 
late international law. but they 
did violate good international 
usage. 

Pack of “Snorkels” Sighted. 
A pack of at least two and 

probably four ocean-going Russian 
"snorkel” submarines definitely 
was detected off the California 
coast earlier this month. Whether 
they came so close to American 
shores that they could land Rus- 
sian agents—who easily could have 

I rowed ashore—or whether they 
simply took photographs of our 
coast line cannot, of course, be 
determined. 

Nor can it be said with cer- 
tainty whether Theodore Donay, 
convicted German agent, who 
hired a boat at Catalina Island 
and then disappeared under 
mysterious circumstances, leaving 
behind a suicide note and a suit- 
case, was taken aboard one of 
them. But American intelligence 
services knew that before Ger- 
many attacked Russia in 1941 
the Soviet and Nazi espionage net- 
works were collaborating to the 
fullest extent. The Russians, .who 
had far better contacts than the 
Germans because they started 
their infiltration as far back as 
1927 and 1928, provided the Nazis 
with the bulk of their political 
and military information. 

The American intelligence serv- 
ices believe that Donay, who was 
sentenced as a German spy, may 
have been taken back to Russia 
for “re-education” purposes be- 
fore being used again. 

In any event, the State and De- 
fense Departments have in their 
files a number of cases of ethical, 
though not actual, infringement 
of our territorial waters and of 
unwarranted attacks and menaces 
against our planes by Russian 
aviation. 

Touch-It-Not Attitude 
Supreme Court Ruling on Georgia Vote 
Will Have Stultifying Effect on South 

By Thomas L. Stokes 
We like to look on the Supreme 

Court as the ultimate protector of 
our fundamental rights and liber- 
ties. even though we know, if we’ve 
read our his- 
tory, that it has 
a see-saw, up- 
and-down rec- 
ord in this par- 

1 ticular. 
| One of these 
I rights, and it is 
a right granted 
to protect our 

liberties, is the 
right to vote, 
and to have our 

vote counted, 
and to have fc 
counted at its 
full value, as 

Th#m*'«- **•*••• 

Justice William O. Douglas said in 

a memorable dissenting opinion 
this week in the Georgia county 
unit system vote case in which 
Justice Hugo Black joined him. 

As Justice Douglas pointed out, 
and as everybody knows who 

knows anything about the State 
of Georgia, the votes of citizens 
in its cities do not count for full 
value under the antique county 
unit system which gives greatly 
disproportionate weight to rural 
voters. 

Dismissed Challenge. 
Yet seven members of the court, 

in a majority opinion, blithely dis- 
missed a challenge to this sys- 
tern brought by two voters of At- 

I lanta, saying in effect that what 
went on in Georgia, as regards 
elections, was none of its business, 
only Georgia’s business, taking 
refuge in what would appear to a 

simple layman to be an outworn 
tradition wrapped in legal techni- 
calities. 

Are the hundreds of thousands 
of citizens, white and black, who 
are discriminated against and 
partially disfranchised, not en- 

titled to the basic rights of citizens 
just because they happen to live 
in a portion of our country marked 
off on a map and labeled “Geor- 
gia”? Are they then, not citizens 
of the United States? Presumably 
not. Justices Douglas and Black 
think they are—but they are over- 
ruled. 

In this instance the Supreme 
Court had an opportunity to rise 
as it has on occasion, and strike 
a blow ac political injustice which 
in this case, is translated also intc 
economic injustice. This would 
have had a beneficial effect fai 
beyond Georgia and all over the 
South, for the county unit system 
is a symbol of disfranchisement 

McCloy Tells Germans 
To Stop Anti-Semitism 

By the Associated Press 

| FRANKFURT, Germany, April 
19.—American High Comm isst one i 

John J. McCloy advised the “de- 
I cent citizens of Germany and theii 
► officials” last night to stop recent 
; i acts of anti-Semitism. 

Citing the recent desecration oi 
two Jewish cemeteries and a Ham- 

1 burg crowd's demonstration April 
14 against a Jewish witness at t 

; deNaziflcation hearing, Gen. Me- 
; Cloy said: 

; “Whenever any of these inci- 
dents occur, they are a disgrace 
and every .German citizen is in- 
jured by them.” 

Paul Douglas to Marry 
HOLLYWOOD, April 19 (JP).- 

Actor Paul Douglas will marry Jar 
Sterling, actress, sometime in Au- 
gust, his studio said today. Dougla: 
formerly was married to Virginh 

] Field. 
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of other types elsewhere in the 
South. Conversely, the Court's 
hands-off, touch-it-not attitude 
will have a stultifying, effect in 
Georgia and throughout the 
South. 

Rising Dictatorship. 
Immediately involved is a rising 

dictatorship in Georgia under 
Governor Herman Talmadge which 
bodes no good for the State or 
the South and gets encouragement 
from this decision. Like his father. 
Gene of the red galluses, before 
him, he uses the ccftmty unit sys- 
tem to maintain himself in power 
and to reach out for more, as he 
is busily doing now". It entrenches 
him through the rural voters of 
the State, to whose prejudices he 
appeals, and works against urban 
areas where labor and Negroes are 
more heavily concentrated and, 
altogether, deters progressive and 
enlightened government. 

Under the system, which is op- 
erative in State-wide primary elec- 
tions, a candidate who carries a 
county gets the unit vote of that 
county. Primaries are the decisive 
elections in the one-party State. 
Counties are allotted two, four 
and six unit votes each, accord- 
ing to a population category, so 
that it takes the votes of many 
citizens in six-unit vote Fulton 
County in which Atlanta is lo- 
cated, with its 200,000 population, 
to equal one vote in the two-unit 
vote smaller counties. This makes 
it possible for a candidate to get 
a majority of county unit votes 
without a majority of the popular 
votes and win. as happened once 
in the case of Gene Talmadge. 

Georgia, it is true, is the only 
State where this system still ex- 
ists. But there are threats that 
it may be adopted elsewhere to 
prop up the Dixiecrat movement 
and, beyond that, its perpetuation 
under Supreme Court sanction is 
helpful to other disfranchisement 
devices used in the South. 
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Eisenhower-Smith Ticket? 
Woman Senator Gaining Acceptance 
As Contender for Vice Presidency 
By Doris Fleeson 

"That woman” who beat a Gov- 
ernor and former Governor to 
enter the United States Senate 
from Maine is gaining acceptance 
around here 
as a contender 
for Vice Presi- 
dent on the Re- 
publican ticket. 

Rep ublicans 
are not so much 
happy about It 
as that Demo- 
crats are un- 

happy. The 
more Democrats 
reflect on the 
E i s e n h o wer- 
Smlth plates 
which Senator 
Margaret Chase 
Smith’s home State admirers are 

flaunting before the motoring pub- 
lic, the less they like it. 
they like it. 

Democrats had already made 
up their minds that General 
Eisenhower is the man they have 
to beat. They are uncertain about 
his present appeal; the same un- 

certainty bothers them when they 
consider that Republicans have 
on tap an attractive, qualified 
woman who is both ambitious and 
skillful at gathering publicity. 

Build-up Is Seen. 

Their sensitivity to Mrs. Smith 
appeared last week end when the 
Womens National Press Club 
built their annual show for the 
President of the United States j 
around the problems the first: 
woman Vice President would en- 

counter. What is this, several 
asked, a build-up for Mrs. Smith? 

It wasn't necessarily; it so 

happens, however, that the Demo- 
crats do not now have a com- 

parable possibility for that pio- 
neering enterprise. Mrs. Roosevelt 
by her own notice is out; wisely 
so, her friends feel. 

It would be ironical if the em- 

battled Republicans did break 
with tradition to put Mrs. Smith 
on a national ticket. The New 
Deal social programs have had 
great appeal for women as Mrs. 
Roosevelt, the redoubtable India 
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Edwards and others have never 
let the men forget. On the whole 
Democratic women have worked 
hard and stuck to the program, 
avoiding personalities. The re- 
sult has been a steady gain in 
influence and recognition. 

Politicians say that Mrs. Ed- 
wards, because she can talk freely 
with the President whenever she 
wishes, is the most powerful 
woman in America. 

Committee Frowns. 
The Smith candidacy rings no 

bells at the Republican National 
Committee; her friends feel in 
fact that she gets less than her 
due from Chairman Guy Gabriel- 
son. 

This is attributed to the con- 
servative viewpoint prevailing 
there, which is viewed as militat- 
ing against her both because she 
is a woman and because of her 
liberal voting record. The Smith 
camp accepts, as do most people, 
that the committee is weighted in 
favor of Senator Taft's candi- 
dacy for President: it is thought 
that neither he nor Mrs. Taft 
would take to Mrs. Smith in sec- 
ond nlnnf> 

The Senator from Maine, who 
is always amiable but does not 
have that firm jaw for nothing, 
is going her own way. She voted 
against the wordy new Republican 
statement of principles in the 
Senate Policy Committee and 
quietly brought out her own 10- 
point, 100-word party platform, 
in a nationally broadcast speech. 
The National Committee then 
officially adopted it. She could 
make three speeches a day all over 
America if she had time. Some 
important, wealthy women who 
have national stature in their 
own right, are trying to help her 
grow but keep on being the nice 
woman who won their first regard. 

It is purely speculation whether 
a “women’s vote” exists and can 
be mobilized for any candidate, 
man or women. The most that 
experienced women will say is that 
a qualified woman can attract 
leaders of her sex whose talents 
will be of great value to her, ex- 

actly as important men help men 
candidates to get elected. 

In New York today there are 
concerns getting rich by selling 
fake television antennas to people 
who can’t actually afford television 
sets. For the quite nominal price 
of $5 to $6 these companies will 
put a phoney flagpole on your 
house so that when neighbors 
come by they will get the impres- 
sion that you are snugly settled 
on your sofa looking at such cul- 

j tural presentations as Hopalong 
; Berle and gorgeous wrestlers look- 
ing exactly like gorgeous wrestlers. 

I told the assistant cashier that 
the sale of fake television appara- 
tus opened the field for a com- 
plete new industry. Now is the 
time to move in on phonies who 
want to be phonies. A man who 
will pay to look as if he had a 
video set without having one is 
plumb ripe for the picking. That 
type of man is the type of man 
who, though living in a fifth-floor 
walk-up flat with no more grass 

I in the front than there is on a 
backward billard ball, is sure to 
buy a sign to stick up in his hall- 
way that reads "No Poaching.” 
The sign will indicate that he 
does not countenance strangers 
shooting birds on his estate. 

Guilty of Understatement. 
The man who first said that 

America was the lartd of opportu- 
nity was guilty of an understate- 
ment of rather delightful propor- 
tions. He should have said that 
this is the land of opportunity 
spelled with all capital O's and 
capital P's and so on down the 
line doubled and redoubled with 
a natural Canasta. 

Why do we worry about Russia? 
When a country reaches such a 
peak of production that it has to 
keep its lathes turning to produce 

McLemore— 
Explains Class— 
American Style 

By Henry McLemore 
The assistant cashier said. "Mr. 

McLemore. you can't do this." 
I told him I had to. 
He argued with me. He said in 

his long experi- 
ence in the 
bank no one 
had ever with- 
drawn his 
Christmas sav- 
ings fund in 
April. 

While he was 

telling me that 
I was being 
gauche. I 
poked my nose 

[through his 
wicket and told 

II h e assistant 
cashier why I 
had to financially celebrate Christ- 
mas in April. Before I had fin- 
ished he had withdrawn his 
Christmas Club dough and had 
the look in his eye that the origi- 
nal New Yorkers must have had 
in their eyes when they bought 
Manhattan from the Indians. 

Why I Drew My Money. 
Here is why I drew out my 

money and why -the assistant 

[ cashier was overjoyed to draw 
out his. 
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things which don't exist, the rest 
of the world is going to take a 
few more years to catch up. 

If you answer a knock on your 
door a day or two from now to 
find two very tall, handsome.and 
very rich gentlemen in front of 
you, you may rest assured that it 
is not the assistant cashier and 
myself. Those two men will be 
impostors. My friend and I hardly 
add up to six feet joined together. 
We are very poor and are not the 
least bit attractive. 

But we have something to say 
to you. For $11.53 we can let you 
have a papier-mache yacht to 
anchor in your living room. What 
more could a family ask for than 
to sit beside a cardboard yacht 
while looking and listening to a 

television set that isn't there’ 
That's class—American style. 
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