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It Is About Time 
Over two months ago, at hearings suddenly 

called by the Davis subcommittee Investigating 
crime in Washington, numerous officials and 
members of the Metropolitan Police Department 
appeared to testify under oath regarding inci- 
dents connected with the transfer of Captain 
Anthony Richitt from No. 3 to No. 8 precinct. 

After two days of testimony, in which the 
Police Department spread some of its soiled 
linen on the line for everybody to see, the hear- 
ings came to an abrupt close. About the only 
thing that had been proved wels that somebody 
was lying. Chairman Davis said that future 
disposal of this dirty wash was up to the Com- 
missioners. 

Another month passed, with Assistant Cor- 
poration Counsel Daniel B. Maher putting to- 
gether a report, based on investigation of the 
testimony, for the Commissioners. He submitted 
the report April 6. In the course of its prepara- 
tion Mr. Maher said he had evidence indicating 
that perjury had been committed. 

Another month has passed since then. Yes- 
terday Commissioner John Russell Young ex- 

plained that the press of other business had 
delayed his getting together with Commissioner 
Gordon Russell Young for a decision on what to 
do with the report. But he indicated that the 
report would be made public soon. 

It should be. And if Mr. Maher is correct 
as to his evidence, immediate disciplinary action 
should follow and in a manner that will clear up 
once and for all the nature of the mess, only the 
outlines of which were indicated in conflicting 
testimony before the Davis subcommittee. 

More Bridges for Washington 
Opening of the new Fourteenth street bridge 

across the Potomac River will provide some wel- 
come relief from bottleneck conditions which 
long have plagued motorists using the old High- 
way Bridge. But it is too much to expect that 
the new bridge will end completely the congested 
situation affecting all of the Potomac crossings. 
Still more bridges are needed to connect Wash- 
ington with nearby Virginia—just as more are 
needed over the Anacostia River. 

The plain fact is that bridge construction has 
not kept pace with population growth across the 
Potomac and the Anacostia, and it will take a 

long time and many additional millions of dollars 
to catch up. The new Potomac bridge should 
speed up traffic to and from the Pentagon net- 
work of highways and beyond—including the 
National Airport; Alexandria and points south 
on U. S. Route 1. It has been impossible for the 
Highway Bridge to handle satisfactorily the 
heavy flow of traffic resulting from Federal office 
development and residential expansion in 
Arlington during the past ten years. The bridge 
was never designed for such traffic loads. The 
Jamming of traffic at Fourteenth street has 
caused diversion of cars to the Memorial and 
Key Bridges, already crowded to capacity. So the 
opening of the new span should bring a degree 
of relief to the other bridges. 

The Fourteenth street bridge job is but half 
completed, however. A twin span has been 
authorized, but construction has been indefinitely 
postponed, because of other bridge projects 
deemed worthy of preferential consideration. 
The proposed East Capitol street crossing of the 
Anacostia has been given number one priority. 
But once the East Capitol task is out of the way, 
attention once more should return to the Poto- 
mac bridge shortage. Not only is the twin 
Fourteenth street span needed, but so also are 
additional crossings. National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission officials have suggested a 

bridge between Alexandria and the Blue Plains 
area, to bypass through Route 1 traffic around 
Washington. Demands also have been heard for 
a new bridge between the Memorial and Key 
Bridges. It is obvious that Washington’s bridge 
program has only begun, despite the opening 
today of the fine new structure at Fourteenth 
street. 

The Niagara Treaty 
There seems to be no good reason why the 

Senate, in keeping with the President’s message 
on the subject, should not promptly ratify the 
new treaty between Canada and the United 
States to govern the future uses of the Niagara 
River. 

The treaty—signed last February 27—would 
establish between our two countries what the 
President has described as “definite and perma- 
nent allocations” of the river’s surging waters 
for “domestic, scenic, navigation and power 
purposes.” While preserving and even enhanc- 
ing the beauty of the surroundings, it would 
promote the economic advance both of the 
United States and Canada—an obviously desir- 
able objective. 

Thus, as far as the development of hydro- 
electricity is concerned, the pact would make 
available to the Canadians several hundred 
thousand kilowatts of additional power, and it 
would give to us another 1,250,000 kilowatts. We 
undoubtedly can use this extra source of energy 
to good advantage. Indeed, according to the 
President, New York and adjacent States are 

so much in need of it that they can put all of 
it to use just as soon as the necessary works 
can be constructed. 

In requesting ratification, the President has 
frankly stated that he strongly adheres to the 
view that the additional facilities should be 
publicly owned. That fact, however, ought not 
to prejudice the treaty in the eyes of those 
who favor private power development. For the 

treaty, as Mr. Truman has pointed out, has no 

bearing on the ownership issue, being confined 
solely to the allocation and use of international 
waters. 

In other words, the treaty is divorced from 
the question of public or private ownership. 
That is a matter that can be argued and settled, 
one way or the»other, after ratification. Mean- 
while, because present agreements on the 
Niagara are obsolete, it would appear to be 
common sense for the Senate to grant the 
President’s request. 

France, the West and Indo-China 
Not the least of the major problems being 

tackled at current meetings of the Anglo-French- 
American Foreign Ministers is the one having to 
do with France’s exceedingly difficult and costly 
effort to save Indo-China from being dragged 
behind the Iron Curtain by Moscow-trained 
Ho Chi Mlnh. 

Ever since December, 1946, Ho and his for- 
midable guerrilla forces have been waging a 

bitter and bloody war to win control of the 
whole of Indo-China. Not long ago, to give 
added impetus to his drive, the Soviet Union—in 
a move which France has described as “an act 
of very great gravity”—extended full diplomatic 
recognition to his puppet Red “republic.” And 
reports now indicate that he is receiving steadily 
Increasing military aid from the neighboring 
Chinese Communists—aid that is certain to 
make the French task more difficult than ever. 

When Ho first launched his Kremlin-serving 
war, Indo-China was still a colonial possession 
of France. Since then, however, after much 
hesitation and reluctance, the French have cre- 

ated a native regime headed by former Emperor 
Bao Dai. Through this regime—which has 
been criticized for not being independent 
enough—they have managed to maintain con- 

trol of something like 40 per cent of the coun- 

try’s territory, an area embracing the bulk of 
the Indo-Chinese population. Their holding-on 
effort, however, has cost them a great deal of 
blood and treasure, and now that the Russian 
and Chinese Communists are behind Ho, it is 
likely to cost them much more. 

mis cost—wmcn nas not Deen sumcienuy 
appreciated by non-French Westerners — has 
mounted to a point where the Bidault govern- 
ment is spending about half its total defense 
budget on its operations in Indo-China. The 
money is being poured out to keep some 170,000 
troops in the field—a big expeditionary force 
made up of France’s best soldiers. Casualties 
among them have been heavy, the annual losses 
in the officers’ group alone equalling the number 
of graduates being turned out each year by the 
French national military academy. 

Because its commitment in Indo-China is 
thus an extremely expensive one, France faces a 

dilemma of sorts in simultaneously trying to 
carry out its Western obligations as a key member 
of the North Atlantic Treaty. Hence, the French 
are taking the position that since they cannot 
be strong in both places at the same time, they 
will have to have special aid in their struggle 
against Ho if they are to play the defensive role 
they are supposed to play in Europe. In other 
words, they argue that unless they receive help 
in the hot war in Asia, the drain on them there 
will undermine their effectiveness in the cold 
war in the West. 

This is a sound argument, and Secretary 
Acheson, after conferring with Foreign Minister 
Schuman in Paris, has responded to it by declar- 
ing that American aid will be forthcoming with- 
out delay. Under the special $75,000,000 fund 
available for use in the general Far Eastern area, 
a sum of $15,000,000 has been earmarked for 
some time past for arms shipments to Indo- 
China. But there is good reason to doubt that 
this will be enough. Ho and his guerrillas are 

deeply entrenched and well equipped, and if 
they are to be defeated, the United States, 
together with Britain, probably will have to help 
France on a larger scale than that already 
provided for. 

Strategically, of course, Indo-China is of 
vital importance to the effort to hold back the 
Red tide in Southeast Asia. Should Ho win 
control of it, then the way would be open for 
further Communist advances to convert countries 
like Thailand, Malaya, Burma and eventually 
even India into satellites of the Kremlin. Quite 
obviously, therefore, the French should be sup- 
ported to the greatest feasible extent. 

Treasure at Tobermory 
Associated Press dispatches from Tobermory 

on the Island of Mull, off the west coast of 
Scotland, tell of the finding of the remains of a 

Spanish galleon supposed to have been sunk 362 
years ago. The wreck, according to local legend, 
contains treasure valued as high as $93 million. 
Modem techniques of search have been used 
in the search for all this wealth. A Royal Navy 
expedition was assigned to the task about seven 

weeks ago. 
The ship now reported found was one of 

the units of the Invincible Armada which was 

organized to conquer England in 1588. It had 
survived the storms and the fighting of the 
Channel and was attempting to return home by 
way of the Irish Sea when it reached Tobermory 
Bay. What happened there is a matter of 
debate. One story suggests that the galleon was 

scuttled by a local merchant when its captain 
was slow in paying for supplies. Another ex- 

planation of the sinking attributes the mishap 
to the bad weather common in Mull Sound and 
vicinity. The name of the galleon gives a clue 
to its value. It was called the Duque Florencia, 
hinting at a connection with Ferdinand de 
Medici I, Duke of Florence from 1587 to 1609, 
a great naval builder and organizer. 

As to how and why the ship was laden with 
jewels and plate and large quantities of gbld 
coins, the supposition is that she was a floating 
bank of a sort. Had the Armada defeated the 
English and actually begun occupation of British 
soil, the riches she contained would have been 
employed to win over the support of persons 
susceptible to bribery and subornation, liius far 
all that has been recovered is a pair of silver 
coins, not in themselves worth much bother. 

If the work is to be carried forward, it 
seems the British government will expect Ian 
Douglas Campbell, eleventh Duke of Argyll, to 
finance it. He is well known in America, having 
married a daughter of Henry Clews, the New 
York banker and broker. Of course, the whole 
undertaking is a gamble. But interest in buried 
treasure is rife everywhere today. Ken Krip- 

.pene, in a recent book on the subject, estimates 
that there are $260 billion lying around our 

planet, just waiting to be salvaged. 

Some families go in for housecleaning twice 
a year, and at the other, extreme is a local house- 
hold which recently found twenty-eight Easter 
eggs out of twenty-four that had been hidden. 

"Decision Awaited in Plumbers’ Case” says 
the Ottawa headline. You mean the judge had 
to go back for his law books? 

The Tallest Lighthouse in the World 
To the Editor of The Star: 

The Star of April 28 states that Cape 
Hatteras Lighthouse, in North Carolina, 
was completed in 1890. 

My recollection is that Cape Hatteras 
was one of the first coast lights to be re- 
established after the close of the Civil 
War, in the late 60s, in a new tower—the 
tallest brick tower in the Lighthouse 
Service—and that there was no change 
between then and 1927, when I retired 
from the service. 

Possibly your item refers to the estab- 
lishment of the Diamond Shoal6 Light- 
ship, about 14 miles seaward of Cape 
Hatteras Light, the date of which I do 
not remember. 

Inquiry of the Coast Guard, which now 
administers the Lighthouse Service, will 
give you accurate information. 

Max Hansmann. 

* * 

Editor’s Note: The Star stands cor- 
rected. Inquiry of" the Coast Guard, 
specifically of P. R. Eldridge, chief of 
the historical section of that organ- 
ization’s public information division, 
revealed substantially what Mr. Hans- 
mann said it would—and a good deal 
more besides. » 

It appears the original Cape Hat- 
teras Lighthouse was built on the advice 
of Alexander Hamilton in 1798, costing 
a little more than $40,000. It was 
equipped with a* light consisting of 18 
lamps, with 14-inch reflectors—112 feet 
above the sea. It was theoretically vis- 
ible for 18 miles but, among seafaring 
men, it did not make an immediate hit. 

“Hatteras light, the most important 
on our coast, is without doubt the worst 
light in the world,” Lt. David D. Porter, 
U. S. N., commanding the mail steamer 
Georgia, wrote in 1851. 

“I have always had so little confi- 
dence in it,” he added, “that I have 
been guided by the lead—without the 
use of which, in fact, no vessel should 
pass Hatteras. The first nine trips I 
made, I never saw Hatteras light at 
all, though frequently passing in sight 
of the breakers. When I did see it I 
could not tell it from a steamer’s light, 
excepting that the steamers’ lights are 
much brighter.” 

Lt. Porter said the light should be 
a flashing or revolving one, and should 
be raised higher above the water. And 
two years later Congress appropriated 
$15,000 for these purposes. 

After the Civil War, as stated by Mr. 
Hansmann, the light was re-established 

CAPE HATTERAS LIGHT. 
—Coast Guard Photo. 

—in fact, rebuilt. A new tower, costing 
$167,000, was completed in 1870. At 193 
feet, it was the tallest lighthouse in the 
world. It still is. The light itself, 191 
feet above the water, could be seen 20 
miles. 

The old tower, which was about ready 
to fall anyway, was blown up in 1871. 

A perpetual danger to the continued 
existence of any lighthouse is beach ero- 
sion—the washing away of sand and 
stone under constant pounding by the 
sea. A Lighthouse Service report for 
1869 expressed the opinion that the new 
''ape Hatteras tower was ‘‘so far removed 
rom the water line as to render it safe 

from the encroachment of the sea.” But 
the years rolled by and the waves rolled 
in—and little by little the beach was 
chipped away. By 1919 the high water 

* 

line was 300 feet from the tower base, 
and the experts began to worry. By 1936, 
despite frantic experimenting with dikes 

and breakwaters, the surf was actually 
lapping at the light's foundations. 

The famous old tower was reluctantly 
abandoned, and the light was moved to a 
modem steel structure of unromantic, 
"skeleton" design, placed further back on 
the beach. 

The story has a happy ending, though. 
The National Park Service, which took 
custody of the old tower after the 1935 
move, succeeded In building a series of 
wooden revetments, or retaining walls, 
which stopped the erosion process. And 
last February, so much had the situation 
improved, the light was moved back to 
the 80-year-old tower. This time, fur- 
thermore. there was a new lense. and 
Hatteras now sports a 250,000 candle- 
power revolving beacon of the very latest 
design. 

The Diamond Shoals Lightship, to 
which our correspondent alludes, has a 

no-less eventual history. To supplement 
the warning of the Hatteras tower, a 

lightship was first established on the 
shoals in 1824. It kept blowing away,' 
and finally was wrecked in 1827 when 
driven ashore near Ocracoke Inlet. 

Seventy years passed before the light- 
ship was replaced. It proved impossible, 
meanwhile, to keep any sort of buoy on 
that trouble spot. There were two un- 
successful attempts to build a Diamond 
Shoals lighthouse. In 1891, contractors 
towed an enormous caisson to the site 
and lowered it into the water. The cur- 
rent was so strong that the caisson prac- 
tically disappeared. One week later, when 
a storm carried away the top of the 
caisson and all their machinery, the con- 
tractors gave up in disgust. 

The Diamond Shoals Lightship, which 
occupies one of the most exposed posi- 
tions in the world, has been a repeated 
victim of storms and collisions. Never- 
theless, its station has been maintained 
since 1897. One ship has succeeded an- 
other In the dangerous work. 

Incidentally—as if the elements were 
not enough to contend with—the Dia- 
mond Shoals ship has the unusual dis- 
tinction of being the only American navi- 
gational aid which has been destroyed 
by enemy tire. On August 8, 1918, at the 
very end of World War L a German sub- 
marine began firing at one of our mer- 
chant vessels about a mile and a half 
from the shoals. The lightship imme- 
diately broadcast a warning to other ves- 
sels in the vicinity. 

That was the last broadcast for that 
particular Diamond Shoals marker. The 
submarine got mad and sunk it by gun- 
fire. Its crew, safe in a lifeboat, watched 
the ship go under, then rowed back to 
Cape Hatteras. 
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Need for Foster Homes 
The Star deserves the thanks of all 

who are concerned with the welfare of 
children for the spendid article by Mary 
McGrory on Mrs. Rose and her foster 
children. Miss McGrory has pointed up, 
in an appealing and forceful way, a need 
felt by all children’s agencies, private 
and public alike—the lack of foster 
homes to care for dependent children. 
The Star is rendering a real service in 
publicizing such needs. 

The illustration with Miss McGrory’s 
article showed several of the boys at 
St. Joseph’s Home, an affiliate of Catho- 
lic Charities of Washington. Boys simi- 
lar to these will be reaching the insti- 
tution’s age limit of 14 this summer. 
Then they will need foster parents to 
share their homes with them through 
the crucial years of adolescence. More 
warm-hearted people like the- Roses 
are needed here in Washington to give 
boys and girls like these the security 
and affection so necessary to help them 
become happy and useful citizens. 

Rev. Leo J. Coady, 
Director, The Catholic Charities. 

No Faith in Committee 
I fully concur with your correspondent, 

Ethel M. Johnson, in her opinion that 
the Tydings’ committee should yield to 
some impartial investigating- group. 
Whatever decision this committee ren- 
ders will be as controversial as the 
charges it was formed to investigate. 

The committee simply does not have 
public confidence, because by its own 
conduct it has forfeited title to this 
confidence. It has become merely a 
sounding board from which high-sound- 
ing but vacuous denials are emanating. 
It has none of the marks of a serious 
investigating group, and only such a 
group will be able to render a verdict 
which the general public will accept 
without serious misgivings. 

Harold T. Lane. 

Lawyers and Judges 
I was somewhat disturbed by the news 

article quoting the Solicitor General, 
Philip B. Perlman, to the effect that at- 
torneys who are guilty of contempt of 
court should be disbarred or suspended 
from practice. Your paper also pub- 
lished an editorial on Mr. Perlman’s re- 
marks. 

At the outset I desire to state that if 
your reading public has no higher opinion 
of Mr. Perlman than that entertained by 
the average practitioner of the law, then 
his remarks create little danger to those 

of us who are daily in court. The pur- 
port of his argument is to the effect that 
all attorneys representing their clients 
are perhaps in the same category as those 
attorneys in the Communist trial in New 
York. Undoubtedly there are circum- 
stances where the conduct is shameless 
and goes far beyond the bounds of pro- 
priety, and drastic steps should be taken. 

However, there is another side to the 
story. Suppose a judge acts ruthlessly, 
and suppose the judge is incompetent or 
corrupt. I have not the slightest doubt 
that many attorneys found it necessary 
to protest and protest vigorously the pe- 
culiar rulings of Judge Manton at the 
time he was involvai in the deal with 
certain members of the underworld, and 
which later resulted in his conviction and 
imprisonment. If we take the view that 
an attorney cannot actively defend his 
clients in court for fear of reprisals, then 
this would give rise to arbitrary conduct 
and perhaps tyranny. 

Many persons not wholly informed 
in 1944 were of the view that attorneys 
appearing on behalf of certain of the 
defendants in the so-called sedition trial 
of unhappy memory should have been 
subjected to drastic punishment. How- 
ever, time has vindicated their position. 
It is well recognized that the so-called 
sedition trial was a gross miscarriage of 
justice, and the prosecution was not 
brought in good faith but was forced 
upon certain officials of questionable 
character in order to wreak vengeance on 
various persons because they saw fit to 
oppose the foreign policies of the Roose- 
velt administration or because they made 
speeches or prepared certain writings 
condemning certain minority groups. 

There are two schools of thought in 
this situation. If an attorney will not 
vigorously represent his clients before a 
court for fear of punishment at the hands 
of the trial judge, then our whole liberty 
would be in jeopardy. 

In passing, it is well to point out that 
the United States is perhaps the only 
civilized country in the world to make 
judicial appointments based solely on 
political reasons, or to discharge cam- 
paign or political debts. In other words, 
no one will contend that the most learned 
in the law are the only persons appointed 
to judicial berths. 

As a matter of fact, we give more at- 
tention to licensing barbers, elevator op- 
erators, plumbing inspectors and under- 
takers than we do to appointments to the 
judiciary. A man cannot be a barber 
unless he passes an exacting test. The 
same holds true with plumbing inspec- 
tors, elevator operators and undertakers. 

Notwithstanding this method of ap- 

pointment, our judiciary is not too bad. 
If appointments are given to those who 
have been active practitioners, there is 
very little trouble in court. A Judge who 
has been an active practitioner under- 
stands the problems confronting a law- 
yer, the necessity of interviewing wit- 
nesses, preparing a case for trial and 
meeting all the contingencies incident to 
this. 

However, heaven save us from college 
professors! Judicial arbitrariness is mani- 
fest generally in those who have had no 
training in the rough and tumble of trial 
practice. James j Lau|.hlln< 

Look It Up 
If voteless District citizens can ever be 

induced to take an Interest in qualify- 
ing as electors in a State, as other voters 
have done, the stagnation which has pre- 
vailed in their cause for generations 
would probably give place to progress. 

In his letter, “District Suffrage Reply,’’ 
Edward Stafford indicates a desire for 
information on the subject. His ques- 
tions cannot be answered adequately in 
the limited space permitted to this let- 
ter, but he and others who are inter- 
ested will find the answers and a discus- 
sion of related topics in a recent book, 
"Absentee Voters and Suffrage Laws,” 
which can be found in the Library of 
Congress. 

George Frederick Hiller. 

'Correction' Corrected 
I noticed with interest your item in 

the Sunday Star of April 30, entitled 
“Correction.” This item pertained to the 
Post Office and Civil Service Committee 
vote on a bill changing the procedure of 
appointment of postmasters. 

I noted your correction, wherein you 
referred to my colleague, Senator Thye, 
as a member of the committee. You also 
stated that I was not a member. 

May I again ask that you make a cor- 
rection? Both Senator Hrye and I are 
members of the Senate Post Office and 
Civil Service Committee. Both of us 
voted in behalf of legislation to remove 
the appointment of postmasters from 
politics. 

Hubert H. Humphrey. 

Anthill 
Some of us would like to know how 

much of the millions we have loaned or 
given to China is at work here to smear 
our State Department, and add to the 
Red frenzy that has us acting like a 
swarm of ants whose hill has been heav- 
ily trodden upon. Eneee 

This and That . . . By Charles E. Tracewell 

Fencing, to a gardener, doesn’t mean 

a foil and a stab. 
It means what goes around the place. 

It requires forethought, money, time and 
work. 

Perhaps it is-because of these four that 
many homeowners refuse to sanction a 

fence. They do not “believe” in them, 
they say. 

Actually, they do not want to spend 
the money. It is too much trouble, too 
much work, and requires too much 
thinking to put up a fence. 

Even a bad fence is better than none 

at all. 
A fence is both a protection and an 

ornament. 
No fence can actually keep people out, 

especially active youngsters. In fact, to 
the latter, a fence is what the law calls 
an attractive nuisance. It lures them 
to try to get over. 

★ * 

A fence is more of a reminder than 
anything else, a reminder that thus far 
and no more the stranger is supposed 
to go. 

In some countries, violation of a fence 
is the same as housebreaking. 

In our own country, the fence is a sign, 
asking politely that one stay out. 

A fence says, "Here, inside, are little 
flowers you know nothing about. To 
you, they may look Just weeds. But they 
cost $3 apiece.” 

A fence says, "This is mine, not yours. 
The public streets and sidewalks are for 

you—they are community property. 
This is my property.” 

A fence means toleration in reverse, it 
means law and order, it means owner- 
ship, it means many of the dear and 
good things we are all in danger of losing 
if trends keep on. Communal property 
has no use for fences. 

Fences go with the state of mind that 
believes in the reign of law. It was 
Napoleon who said that he would rather 
live wild in the woods than in a com- 

munity without law. 
• + 

As to what kind of fence, that is 
left to the owner. 

Broadly, fencing is divided into two 
kinds—the ornamental and the useful. 

Then there are fences that combine 
ornament with use. These are the best 
sort: they tend to keep unwanted per- 
sons out, as well as set off the house 
and grounds. 

The picket fence, so long beloved in 
America (because we so long had plenty 
of wood), cftn be put up with the pickets 
inside or outside. On Poe's old cottage 
the pickets are inside. Most homeowners 
today put the pickets outside, the upper 
rail inside. 

This fence traditionally is painted 
white. Stained brown or dark green 
is still very nice. During the war, only 
very poor wood could be found for this 
purpose, so most wartime fences rotted 
out * 

Corner posts are best sunk in con- 
crete. This applies particularly to the 

wire fence with metal posts. Proper 
bracing is essential. 

What may be termed fancy fences 
are the split rails and the type used 
around paddocks. Both are most prop- 
erly used around large places. But if 
painted in some dark hue, or stained, 
they can be -used very well around 
smaller places too. 

Perhaps the best fence of all for 
the small place is the chain link. It is 
a good idea to get a fencing with very 
small space between the wires, especially 
the up and down ones, so that no foot, 
however small, can be placed between 
them. 

After all, the fence that merely sug- 
gests that it not be climbed is not as 
good, everything else being equal, as 
the fence that cannot be climbed. 
Spaces between the loops at the top 
also are best if too narrow to Insert a 

foot. 
Painted dark green, with posts sunk in 

concrete, this fence is excellent for the 
small suburban place. It is soon almost 
lost to sight if shrubs and flowers are 
planted by it. In this way it becomes 
a veritable part of the scene. This is 
good. The tendency the other way, to 
the fence that sticks up like a sore 

thumb, is one that must be overcome, 
if the best effect is to be achieved. 

A good fence is a good investment, an 
ornament to any property and neighbor- 
hood. and in keeping with the best tra- 
ditions of real Americanism. What 
more can you ask? 

The Political Mitl 

Truman Health Program 
Now Widely Advertised 

'Better Medical Care' Booklet 
Distributed by Thousands 

By Gonld Lincoln 
National Health Insurance—the Tru- 

man health program—in sugar-coated 
form—is now widely advertised by tha 
Democratic National Committee, an ad- 
junct, it seems, of the White House. 
"Better Medical Care That You Can 
Afford'* is its slogan, and also the title 
of a booklet which the committee is 
distributing by the thousands. 

The Democratic national platform of 
1M8. upon which Mr. Truman was 
elected President, says nothing what- 
ever about national health insurance. It 
was too hot a topic—and there was too 
much opposition among the Democrats 
themselves. This is what the platform 
said: 

“We favor the enactment of a national 
health program for expanded medical 
research, medical edncation. and hos- 
pitals and clinics.” In addition, the 
platform declared for extended aid to 
the blind, maternal care, and the health 
of the Nation's children. 

At Least One Opposed. 
So far as could be learned, the Demo- 

cratic National Committee itself has not 
directly voted on the question of na- 
tional health insurance—and at least 
one member. Dr. R. B. Robbins of Cam- 
den. Ark., has been burned up over the 
drive the National Committee headquar- 
ters has undertaken to put on for '‘so- 
cialized medicine”—the common term 
given the Truman program. 

If It possibly can. the leadership of 
the National Committee, presumably 
under the direction of President Truman, 
will make national health insurance an 
important issue in the coming congres- 
sional campaign. The issue has Just 
had a trial run—and come pff second 
best—in the Florida Democratic sena- 
torial primary. Senator-elect George 
A. Smathers denounced the health In- 
surance program, while Senator Pepper, 
who lost to Mr. Smatherz, heartily sup- 
ported It. However, the administration 
is bent on making free medicine—et a 
price—an issue in the campaign. How 
many Democratic candidates for Con- 
gress, however, will campaign on national 
health insurance as an issue and de- 
clare in favor of it remains to be seen. 
It has a nice sound. Put the issue might be dynamite. 

The pamphlet put out by the Demo- 
cratic National Committee announces 
that reprints can be had in five thousand 
lots or larger quantities at a lower 
cost may be ordered. The CIO-PAC 
is also distributing the same pam- 
phlet. An effort is made to convince the 
reader that the whole system would not 
be run from Washington—but by each 
State; that each patient could choose his 
or her own doctor, and that each doctor 
would choose his own patients. All of 
which seems definitely an attempt to pull 
the wool over a lot of eyes. The plan is 
still to be financed by a Federal tax— 
and the money is to be paid out of the 
Federal Treasury, even though It is 
handed to representatives of the system 
located In the various States. And if the 
medical case of the people is to be han- 
dled in this system—as it Is propoaed-r- 
it will soon become obvious that patients 
will be assigned doctors and doctors will 
be assigned patients. 

Payroll Tax Seen. 
The National Committee booklet My* 

that health insurance would be paid for 
the way workers now pay old-age and 
survivors’ insurance premiums^—the book- 
let does not mention that this would be 
a payroll tax oollected by the Federal 
Government. That, however, is what tha 
payment of premiums means. A worker 
would pay—in this tax—1 Vi per cent of 
earnings under $400 a month. No worker 
would pay more than $6 a month. Self- 
employed persons could be covered, it 
says, by paying slightly more—also as a 
tax. Employers could match the tax 
paid by their employes. 

Nothing whatever is said about "com- 
pulsory’’ health insurance. But when tha 
Federal Government, through act of Con- 
gress, levies a tax. it will fall on all pay- 
rollers alike. During the Pepper-Smath- 
ers campaign, Senator Pepper soft-ped- 
aled the compulsory feature entirely, but 
Mr. Smathers called the health insur- 
ance program just what it is. 

The administration has made no effort 
to bring the health insurance bill up for 
consideration in the present Congress— 
for one reason alone. It had no chance 
of favorable consideration whatever. The 
opposition to the measure is strong 
among Democrats in Senate and Houm 
as well as among Republican*. 

Questions and Answers 
* 

A rfsSer c»b *tt the aniwer to on; oumUoi of fort by wrttin* The Evening Star Information Bureou. 200 Eye etreet N W WaihlnatonT 
]£ec Pleue Inclose 3 cent* for return po*t> 

By THE HASKIN SERVICE 
Q. What is considered the most val- 

uable metal, and what are its uses’— 
J. J. N. 

A. The Bureau of Mines says that 
from a monetary standpoint the metals 
of the platinum group are the highest 
priced metals listed in ordinary metal 
market reports. The group consists of 
platinum, palladium, iridium, osmium, 
rhodium and ruthenium. Prices rang* 
from $25 a troy ounce for palladium to 
$125 a troy ounce for rhodium. Prin- 
cipal sales are to the Jewelry trade, 
electrical industry, chemical industry, 
and dental trade. 

Q. What is the road clearance of 
standard automobiles?—D. D. E. 

A. On standard cars, according to 
manufacturers’ figures, road clearances 
range from 6.8 inches to 8.6 inches. 

* 

Q. Is it possible for a Chinaman to 
become an American citizen by naturali- 
zation?—H. A. M. 

A. Under the Act of December 17, 
1943 Chinese were made eligible for 
naturalization in the United States. 
Previously, Chinese and those of Chines* 
descent were among the races denied 
the right to naturalize. 

Pie-Poem 
She is a poet singing with her hands 

Who tucks bananas into creamy pie. 
She gestures, and meringue appears that 

stands v 
Triumphantly—as pleasing to the eye 

As any sonnet to the listening ear. 
But beauty of expression, well she 

knows. 
Is not enough: Her "poem" must be sheer 

Delight as to its content, and she glows 
With pride if it's delicious to her taste. 
But she is only sure when she has placed 

A wedge of it before her fudge, and he 
Hands 'down the verdict, presently. U 

Quite 
Surpasses every other pie that she 

Has made, end hurries to his second bitel 
ELAINE V. DUNE 


