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Bates Street Mass Migration Leaves Many of 400 in Daze 1 
By Robert L. Lewis 

The way out of Bates street is 
I easy when you haven’t lived 
i there—you hail a taxi and you are 

| gone. 
But when you have lived there 

for a long time, it is a sort of 
haven against the world where 
you know all your neighbors, and 
it is hard to leave, or to think 
about leaving. 

As things stand today, every one 

i on Bates street is having to think 
about leaving. And the tenants 
in the area of which Bates street 

I is the heart are also having to 
think about moving. For the 

! houses are being sold. 
400 Persons to Move. 

In fact, Bates street and its 
surrounding neighborhood is 
undergoing one of the largest mass 
migrations in Washington’s his- 
tory. More than 400 persons have 
either moved in the last few days, 
or are facing the prospect of mov- 
ing soon. 

They are facing this problem 
because, as The Star revealed last 
Saturday, one of the Nation’s most 
interesting experiments in pri- 
vately owned low rent housing 
finally has come to an end. The 
Washington Sanitary Improve- 
ment Co.’s low-rent homes have 
been purchased by new owners, 
who are selling the 400 flats in 
the Bates street area, just south 
of Florida avenue N.W., instead 
of continuing to rent them. 

“To most of us, it’s like having 
the bottom drop out of every 
thing,” said one resident today. 

Long-Time Tenants. 
Aside from the sentimental 

wrench of leaving a neighborhood 
where you’ve lived a long time 

| (most of the tenants have lived 
there for more than 10 years), it 
is virtually impossible to find rents 
anywhere else as low as those on 
Bates street. Rents for a four- 
room flat average about $22.50. 

To some living in the area, pay- 
i ing more rent won’t be a hardship. 
;But to the older residents, some 
of whom have retired or have been 

| widowed, finding additional money 
'for rent will be Impossible. And 

to the families with children, the 
problem will be even greater be- 
cause of the scarcity of homes. 

One widow said: 
“I lived here 22 years. I’ve been 

a widow 24 years, with four chil- 
dren. If it hadn’t been for the low 
rents on Bates street, I don’t know 
how I could have brought up my 
children. The worst is over now, 
and I’m not worried about myself. 
I will find a place sontewhere.” 

Lived Here 33 Years. 
An elderly woman said: 
“My husband and I have lived 

here 33 years. I don’t know what 
we’d do if it wasn’t for my daugh- 
ter. She has a good job, and she’s 
going to help us. She has found 
an apartment for us, and we’re 
all going to live together. I didn’t 
realize rents were so terrible until 
we had to hunt an apartment.” 

Another long-time resident said: 
“We have paid $21.08 a month, 

and when we had to find another 
place we first thought of buying. 
We found we couldn’t afford to 
buy, so we’re going to try to find 
an apartment. My daughter says 
we’ll probably have to pay $75 or 
$80 a month. It’s going to be an 
awful burden on my daughter, 
but what can we do?” 

Many Already Moved. 
Many persons already have 

moved out of the area—into 
apartments mostly, but a few Into 
homes they have bought. The ma- 
jority, however, are still perplexed 
about what to do. 

One woman said she and her 
husband have lived on Bates street 
since 1907 and have been able to 
“get by” on about $125 a month 
in old-age pensions, plus help 
from children. 

“I don’t know what we’re go- 
ing to do now,” she said. “We fully 
intended to spend the rest of our 
lives here. It’s been home to us. 
We have thought about going to 
Culpeper to live. But we’re better 
off than some. I know some peo- 
ple who will have to go to Blue 
Plains (the District home for the 
indigent aged).” 

A number of tenants seem to 

worry more about what will hap- 
pen to their pets than to them- 
selves. 

“We can have pets here, you 
know,” said one 20-year resident. 
“But where else can you And a 
place where you can have pets? 
I don’t know what I’m going to 
do with Frisky.” Frisky is the 
family dog. 

Mrs. Virginia Howdershell, a 
resident of Bates street for 43 
years and a widow for six years, 
is upset over having to give up 
her piano. 

“I hate to go,” she said. “It 
has been like one, big family, this 

street. But what I’ll miss the 
most, I guess, is my piano. 

“I’ve been playing for years, 
and it’s just breaking my heart to 
give up the piano. There’s no 
place for it where I’m going. 
We’re trying to smile now, but 
it’s hard to leave.” 

Nowhere on the street was there 
any resentment against the buy- 
ers. The 400 flats have been sold 
to colored families, the new own- 
ers said. 

"We’re not mad at the colored 
families,” one woman summed it 
up. “It’s not their fault. They 
must have places to live too.” 

I 
EXPERT TV 

REPAIRS 
AT LOWER COST! 

Why pay more? Our factory-trained 
technicians respond to calls in the 
District or nearby Maryland and 
Virginia; and you pay far less than 
the city-wide average for repairs! 

Our skilled 
Mobile 
Crews find 
trouble fast- 
er • • • Make 
most repairs 
on the spot 
in your 
home and 
save you 

money! 
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LOCKHART’S IN! 

Credit 
Terms 

Arranged 

RUG and CARPET SALE 
20% to 50% SAYING 

2,500 yds. of Broadloom Carpet1 
FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY! 

ALL RUG AND CARPETS 100% WOOL FACF 
100% Wool Face Twist Broadloom 

sq. yd. 
Rolls 12' wide Was Now 

34 yds. Gray Twist_ 9.50 6.95 
30 yds. Beige Twist_ 9.50 6.95 
49 yds. Rose Twist_ 9.50 6.95 
48 yd's. Green Twist_ 9.50 6.95 

Rolls 9' wide 

45 Yds. Beige Twist_ 9.50 6.95 
50 yds. Rose Twist___ 9.50 6.95 

100% Wool Face Broadloom 
sq. yd. 

Rolls 12' wide V^as Now 
143 yds. Gray Twist_11.95 9.95 
120 yds. Beige Twist_11.95 9.95 
135 yds. Rose Twist_11.95 9.95 
140 yds. Green Twist_10.95 8.95 
Rolls 9' wide 
75 yds. Gray Twist_11.95 9.95 

100 yds. Beige Twist_11.95 9.95 
99 yds. Green Twist____-_11.95 9.95 

100% Wool Face Sculptured Broadl'm 
sq. yd. 

Rolls 12' wide Was Now 
55 yds. Rose Sculptured_10.95 8.95 
67 yds. Gray Sculptured_17.95 13.50 
65 yds. Gray Twist_11.95 8.95 
Rolls 9' wide 
89 yds. Beige Sculptured 

T. on T-11.95 8.95 
88 yds. Green Sculptured 

T. on T_11.95 8.95 
77 yds. Beige Twist, 2nd_11.95 9.95 
R .-i «e .. _ 

ODD SIZE COMPLETE RUGS 
Was Now 

9x4'7" Green Twist_ 59.95 29.08 
9x5'7" Beige Twist_ 69.95 39.08 
9x6,10,/ Beige Twist_ 69.95 39.00 
9x84 1" Green Twist_130.00 99.00 
9x9'9" Green Twist_109.95 77.00 
9x1 1'2" Beige Twist_145.00 110.00 
9x12 Rose Sculptured_154.00 123.00 
9x12 Beige Twist_158.00 99.00 
9x12 Peach Sculptured-_ 174.00 126.00 
9x12 Green Tone-on-tone 159.95 99.00 
9x12 Green Twist_159.95 125.00 
9x13 Grey Twist_145.00 110.00 
9x13'4#/ Beige Twist_145.00 110.00 
9x13#4,# Rose Twist_115.00 84.50 
9x14 Mocha Beige Twist_220.00 165.00 
12x9 Green Sculptured-_ 154.00 99.00 
12x12 Beige Twist_220.00 175.00 
12x13 GreenTwist_195.00 145.00 
12x16 GreyTwist_293.00 245.00 
12xl9/6,/ Grey Sculptured_315.95 199.00 
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STAIR CARPET 
Beige, Rose, Gray or Beach Tan, Twist Carpet or Beige, 
Green or Rose tone-on-tone carpet. 7Vi yards completely 
installed over pads on any straight $AO-00 
stairs. Your choice, Jr 

50 4‘x6 
RUG SAMPLES 

$1750 
Values from $25-$55 

LOCKHART'S 
8224 WISCONSIN AVE., BETHESDA PHONE: WISCONSIN 1282 

OPEN 9 TO 9 EVERY NIGHT SATURDAY, 9 TO 6 
Credit Terms Arranged All Carpets Subject to Prior Sales Deposit will hold carpet 

THE NEW Jj^ MASTER-ALL 
ALL-PURPOSE 

SAFETY LADDER 
• IT'S A STEPLADDER 
• IT'S A STAIRWAY LADDER 
• IT'S A SCAFFOLD BASE 
• IT'S AN EXTENSION UDDER 
• IT'S TWO INDIVIDUAL UDDERS 
• IT'S EASY TO OPERATE 

i Fool. Exloodt $11,95 t Foot. Extoa* $f K.IS 
to 10 Fool_ I * to 14 Fool ... 

IB 

BORG SCALE 
Here is a modern miracle In 
bathroom scales ... it tells 
exact weight every time. Guar- 
anteed accurate within % sf 
1% • a seals you ran be- 
lieve! 

7.95 
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COCOA DOOR MAT 
A sturdy, durable mat. Re- 
moves mud and dirt la a fifty. 
Prevent* tracking-la on floors* 
14x24 inches. 

1.98 

ASH 
CAN 

A sturdy ran 
for ashes, ref- 
ute, garbage. 
Hat dipped 
galea nlted 
coating pre- 
vents rust. 
WUl not leak. 
SO gallon. 

3.49 
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hast 
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i»n 
wtth 
Hlt4 Mm, 
HmitIV, 
Till *• 
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2.49 
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(this week's fmturb} 
{ RUBBISH BURHER [ 

The safe way to burn your I 
leaves, waste paper and other | 
rubbish. Sturdily constructed 
of heavy sauce wire weld- a 
ed at the joints. Handy sip I 
per top. 

I '•9S J 
10-QUART 

PAIL 

A strong 
h o u • • h old 
pail for many 
uses. Hot 

dipped gal- 
vanized steel. 
Heavy wire 
bail. Deep 
bottom rim. 

44c 

BETTS 
SANITART 

PAINT 
CLEANER 

A highly ef- 
ficient cleaner 
for all enam- 
eled, painted 
and varnished 
surface*. Ideal 
for cleaning 
hardwood 
floor*. S-lb. 
can. 

98c 

OBELI 
SMIII 

O-mJ-o Mil** 
Iom .apoafaa 
Iralr H«I la- 
bor. AH kiafe 
of work froar 
wall waaklac 
la oar tleaa- 
lac la fear 
qnltkcr a a 4 
brttar with 
thla a I a a a. 
a a a llarj 
apoac*. 

40c 

LEAP 
RAKE 

Tka flaaal 
leaf raka n« 
aait, K a 
•taapia*. a a 
bcaalaa. feat 
mil jmm 
iawa aa wHk 
a kraaai. Mi 
aft MBK tka 
itai nan a 
Imim, 

1.75 

"LURO" 
ELECTRIC PAINT 

REMOVER 
The “Luro” is a simple tool 
that takes all the hard work 
out of removing ugly paint 
and varnish. Heat does all 
the muscle work for you. 
Saves back-breaking labor. 

395 

Northwest 
2475 18tb Street 

4877-79 MacArthur Blvd. 
3511 Connecticut Are. 

7717 Georgia Are. 
4600-02 Wisconsin Ave 

Northeast 
1434 Florida Ave. 

2109 Rhode Island Ave. 
3431 Benntng Road 

Southeast 
603 Pennsylvania Ave. 

3843 Alabama Ave. 

Alexandria, Va. 
1513 Mt. Vernon An. 

Arlington, Va. 
1727 Wilson Bird. 

3241 Colombia Pike 

Bethesda, Md. 
7000 Wisconsin A to. 

Mt. Rainier, Md. 
4000 34tb Street 

Colmar Manor, Md. 
3827 Bladensbnrc Rd. 

Store Hours:—8:30 A.M. to € P.M. 
No. IS Store, 4600 Wltoonila Are., Open Fitter *tU 0 fJL 


