
Political Blind Spot 
Is Seen in Acheson's 
Fine Legal Mind 

Exposed Self to Attack 
By Flippant Remark on 

'Re-Examinist' Critics 

By David Lawrence 
While Secretary of State Ache- 

son has a fine legal mind and is 
a man of genuine integrity, he 
has a blind spot on things politi- 
cal, including the probable reac- 
tion of Congress to his public 
statements. 

If the Secretary had had any 
experience in political combat or 

debate, he never would have ex- 

posed himself to counterattack by 
commenting flippantly about his 
critics being no longer isolation- 
ists but “re-examinists.” 

In the first place, it is highly 
desirable that any public policy 
should be re-examined at any 
time to see if it is satisfactory 
to the people. Nobody can object 
to constant examination or re-ex- 

amination, especially of such an 

important matter as foreign pol- 
icy, which is supposed to be the 
concern of all parties, irrespec- 
tive of politics. 

Opposition Growing. 
In the second place, Mr. Ache- 

son has just been the target of 
considerable attack in a campaign 
in which several Democrats lost 
their seats in Congress because of 
the voters’ severe criticsim of our 
foreign policy. Immediately after 
an election it is usually Considered 

^ tactful and discreet not to pp'ur 
salt on the wounds of the de- 
feated, much less to give aid and 
comfort to the victors who have 
used an issue successfully at the 
nnlls 

There is in Congress a growing! 
opposition to the Secretary of 
State among members of the 
Democratic Party. This was no 

time, therefore, for him to lash 
out on the offensive, satisfying 
though it may have been to his 
Inner feelings or emotions. Natu- 
rally, Mr. Acheson is getting sick 
and tired of what he believes to 
be a series of unjust attacks on 
him personally by the critics. But 
the rules of behavior in public 
life necessitate some concern also 
for the feelings of those Demo- 
crats who have just been through 
a grueling campaign. 

Likewise, it is probably quite 
satisfactory to the Republicans to 
have the Secretary of State adopt 
a defiant course toward critics of 
his foreign policy. It postpones 
the formulation of any unparti- 
san policy and tends to stiffen 
the Republicans, too many of 
whom would probably be glad to 
go it alone if that’s what the Sec- 
retary of State has in mind. 

All this comes at a time when 
International relations are tense 
and when our Far Eastern policy 
Is in a state of flux. It needs 
re-examination every day. Several 
months ago it was thought that, 
by appointing Messrs. Dulles and 
Cooper to high posts in the Gov- 
ernment, the bipartisan idea 
would be strengthened. Experi- 
ence shows that, no matter how 
many former Senators are ap- 
pointed to the executive depart- 1 

ment, the Senators and Repre- 5 
sentatives who are actually in the 4 

Congress decide for themselves < 
the extent to which they will go ; 
along with foreign policies made 
by the Department of State. 

One Way for Co-operation. 
There is really only one way by 

which Mr. Acheson can bring 
about a spirit of real co-operation 
It is by inviting in his most se- 

vere critics and sitting down to- 
gether with them repeatedly. The 
perfunctory “bipartisan” type of 
conference, called once in a while, 
will not achieve satisfactory re- 

sults. The Republicans have com- 

plained that they are usually 
called in after commitments and 
decisions are made and that they 
are then asked to ratify them. 

It would be much more effective 
from the administration’s view- 
point. and certainly less likely to 
permit partisan politics to en- 

velop the subject, if the Secre- 
tary of State consulted directly; 
with the leaders of both parties! 
in the Senate and the House. 
It is a task that cannot be dele- 
gated. By keeping a record of 
what happens in these confer- 
ences, the Secretary will be in a 

position to inform the public la- 
ter on what has been done toward 
the evolution of our foreign policy 
by both parties. 

The initiative in discarding par- 
tisanship has to come from the 
administration, however, and it 
has to be wholehearted. Speeches 
ridiculing “re-examinists” will do 
more harm than good. 
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This Changing World 
Western Europe Arms Slowdown 
And Bickeri»g Obstruct U. S. Efforts 

By Constantine Brown 
The German Socialists, who 

have just won an election in two 
states in the American zone in 
opposition to the Bonn adminis- 
tration, cam- 

paigned against 
West German 
rearma ment 
and gained a 

surprising ma- 

jority. 
Their battle 

cry was that 
Germany 
should not re- 
arm unless a 

strong Amer- 
ican force is 
sent to the 
Reich. The So- 
cialists actually Con.UnUne brown, 

voiced the sentiments of Dr. Theo- 
dore Heuss, the West German 
president, and many other re- 

sponsible Germans who have 
stated privately for more than a 

year that the European members 
of the North Atlantic coalition 
were incapable of defending them- 
selves against a Russian attack 
without the help of a large Amer- 
ican force. 

Last Sunday’s vote is inter- 
preted here as evidence that Ger- 
many is just being careful, not iso- 
lationist. 

The antics of the French and 
the other European politicians in 
the matter of Western defense is 
worrying our military leaders. 
Since last May we have been 
urging them to include the Reich 
as a full-fledged partner in the 
European defense plan. 

V. S. View Called Realistic. 
The American point of view Is 

realistic. A careful canvass of the 
situation shows that it will take a 
much longer time than most con- 
tinental Europeans expect before 
an adequate force can be built up 
with elements only from the At- 
lantic Pact nations. 

Hence. American spokesmen, 
backed by top European military 
men, have urged the inclusion of 
German forces as part of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organiza- 
tion. This plan was strongly op- 
posed by the French, supported by 
the Benelux countries and to a 
lesser degree by the Danes and 
Norwegians. 

The meetings in Washington 
last month of the chiefs of staff 
and defense ministers proved a 
dismal failure because of the 
adamant position taken by French 
Premier Rene Pleven and Defense 
Minister Jules Moch. 

It is likely that both men may 
be forced to soften their attitude 
in the near future. But meanwhile 
political harm has been done. 
The Germans indicated at the 
Sunday polls that they do not 

want any further truck with their 
neighbors across the Rhine and 
would consider joining the coali- 
tion only if a strong American 
force—they speak of 10 armored 
divisions—is sent to the Reich.. 

It was hoped in Washington 
military circles that the Commu- 
nist aggression against Korea and 
the more recent intervention of 
the Chinese Communists against 
the United Nations forces might 
awaken the nations of Western 
Europe to the imminent dangers 
from the East. This apparently 
was wishful thinking. 

After the first wave of enthusi- 
asm for the “common cause”—an 
enthusiasm shared principally by 
the smaller nations—the old fears 
and jealousies which kept Europe 
in turmoil for so many centuries 
have reappeared in their old 
strength. 

Rearmament Slowed. 
The rearmament of Europe ac- 

tually has slowed in the last four 
months although American war 
materials are reaching Western 
European ports in greater volume 
than before. Many blueprints are 
available, all indicating—on paper 
—the desire of Western Europe to 
meet force with force. But little 
of those plans has been translated 
into deeds. 

When the United States sug- 
gested rearmament of some 200,- 
000 Germans, supplied with equip- 
ment from American factories and 
under the orders of an American 
supreme ccmmander of the NATO 
forces, our military men had in 
mind the difficulties of Fi ance and 
her continental European associ- 
ates in raising sufficient manpower 
for the 50 divisions which are 
considered a minimum force to 
resist successfully the Russians 
and their satellites. 

Our honest efforts to help out 
were frustrated by French politi- 
cians. Like the Germans, they are 
insisting that a strong American 
force—not less than 10 divisions— 
be stationed in Europe, ready to 
bear the brunt of Soviet aggres- 
sion. 

The fact that we now are en- 
gaged in a long campaign in 
Korea seems to make no differ- 
ence to the nations whose eco- 
nomic recovery we have already 
helped and whom we have prom- 
ised to assist in their efforts to 
defend their freedom. 

Our European allies must real- 
ize that in spite of our efforts to 
localize the Korean campaign, 
there is a strong possibility that 
we may be faced with a full- 
fledged war against Russia’s Com- 
munist puppets in the Far East. 
And there is no way to escape 
from that tight situation without 
fighting. 

On the Other Hand 
Senate Leadership Requires Man 
Who Has Everything, Plus Courage 

By Lowell Mellett 
It is something of an honor to 

» majority leader of the United 
States Senate, but it is an honor 
hat no member of the party seems 
o want at the 
noment. 11 
ooks now as if 
.he Senate 
Democrats 
would have to 
resort to the 
draft in Janu- 
ary to get a 

iuccessor to 
Scott Lucas, 
defeated in Il- 
linois. The re- 
sponse thus far 
from those 
whose names 
have been sug- Loweii Meiktt. 

gested has been, “You shall not 
press down upon my brow this 
crown of thorns!” 

This attitude is not hard to un- 
derstand. The man chosen must 
reconcile himself to the fact that 
much of the time the majority 
leader will have no majority to 
lead. It was true in the case of 
Mr. Lucas and will be even more 
true in the case of the man who 
takes the title in the 82nd Con- 
gress. On many important is- 
sues the actual majority of the 
Senate will be found in a coali- 
tion of Southern Democrats and 
Republicans. This will occur not 
only on issues involving civil 
rights, but on other issues that 
divide liberals and conservatives, 
Most of the Southern Democrats 
are disposed to be more conser- 
vative than their party, if you 
take the party’s platform as a 
means of measuring. 

Must Form New Coalition. 
To accomplish anything of con- 

sequence the majorityMeader nex1 
year will have to form a new 
coalition—a coalition of Demo- 
crats and Dixiecrats. On occasion 
he may be able to do this, say in 
the field of foreign affairs, but the 
party will have to pay a price foi 
such, co-operation. “I do not 
think,” says Senator Waltei 
George of Georgia, “we will exact 
anything from the administration 
or the Congress that is not fail 
or right. Southern Democrat! 
will have practically half the 
House and Senate and we will not 
need the Republicans to give us 
a stronger voice.” 

That in a nutshell tells the hap- 
less majority leader-to-be whai 

he will be up against. Senator 
George is not only the chairman 
of the Finance Committee, rank- 
ing jnember of the Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee and an able man 
In his own right. In this instance, 
he is the voice of the South. In 
his stubborn statement the North- 
ern Democrats can readily recog- 
nize the rebel yell and are prop- 
erly terrified. They have promised 
the people an excess profits tax, 
but they know the chairman of 
the Finance Committee will have 
more to say about that than any- 
body else. They have promised 
other things, but they know that 
other Southern Senators occupy 
equally strategic positions in the 
committees where the decisions 
usually are made. 

Must Have Leader. 
Despite this more or less im- 

possible situation, the Senate 
| must have a majority leader. By 
custom and by practical neces- 
sity, when the same party con- 
trols the Congress and the presi- 
dency, the leader must be one gen- 
erally in tune with the President’s 
views and purposes. If political 
parties accept any responsibility 
this cannot be avoided. 

There are efforts just now to 
! decry this relationship between 
|the President and the Senate 
leader, to say the leader is re- 
quired to act merely as an errand 
boy, carrying ready-made policies 
up to the Senate for action. These 
efforts spring from opposition to 
the policies, not from any regard 
for the leader’s role. So, far from 
being an errand boy, the leader 
is expected to be and usually has 
been both an adviser to the Presi- 
dent and his field general. Any 
President knows the difficulty of 

! the job. President Truman, having 
i been a Senator, knows it inti- 
| mately. 
| The President knows also that. 
| win or lose, he and his leader 
imust continue the fight for the 
principles of the platform on 
which the party came into power. 
Of those suggested the one most 

| likely to meet the President’s and 
| the party’s need now in this re- 
spect is Senator Joseph C. O’Ma- 

i honey of Wyoming. He has the 
ability and the character and, 
surely, he has the courage. 
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McCarthy’s Future 
Wisconsin Senator Even Mentioned as 

1952 Vice Presidential Candidate 
By Doris Fleeson 

What is Senator Joseph R. Mc- 
Carthy’s future in the Republican 
Party? 

Publicity Director Mylander of 
the Republican 
National Com- 
mittee freely 
concedes that 
the controver- 
sial Senator 
from Wisconsin 
substan- 
tially helped his 
party win its 
recent tri- 
u m p h 8 Mr. 
Mylander’s rec- 
ords show that, 
during October .. 

and early No- 
vember, Sen- *>«“*'«—• 

ator McCarthy made 32 speeches 
in 15 States which were handled 
through the Senatorial Campaign 
Committee. 

“He was very active, very much 
in demand,” said Mr. Mylander. 
“We found him more in demand 
than any other speaker who was 
available. Of course. Senator 
Taft had to devote himself to his 
own campaign and Senator 
Vandenberg was ill.” 

No one who has watched Sen- 
ator McCarthy in action expects 
him now to subside modestly. The 
only question is how far he will 
be able, or permitted, to go—and 
how fast. 

From Senator McCarthy’s home 
State emanate predictions that he 
can, if he seeks them, get some 
presidential delegates there to the 
1952 National Convention. On the 
subject of his ambitions, it is re- 
called that he has long said he 
would be the first Catholic Presi- 
dent of America. 

Second Place Predicted. 
Democrats anticipate that their 

bete noire will keep himself in 
the news and one generally astute 
prophet has gone so far as to 
predict that he can get second 
place on the 1952 G. O. P. ticket. 
The same source suggests that if 
the Republicans choose Senator 
McCarthy for Vice President, the 
field will be open for one of the 
many attractive young Catholic 
Democrats—as Senator Brien Mc- 
Mahon or Attorney General Mc- 
Grath—to run with President 
Truman. 

Keeping in the news should not 
be difficult for Senator McCarthy, 
since Republicans are saying they 
will keep the Communist issue 
alive. This is his specialty and 
he has already demonstrated that 
he has no terminal points with 
respect to it. 

It is a Washington habit, of 
course, to start choosing the next 
national ticket immediately after 
a midterm election, but it will not 
be necessary to wait very long to 
ascertain what Senator McCarthy 
can wring from his party. Be- 
cause they have pushed their 
Senate representation to 47 and 
lost two veterans—Senators Don- 
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nell and Gurney—Republicans will 
have some excellent committee as- 
signments available for promo- 
tions to the deserving. 

Strategically Situated. 
The large class of 1946, to 

which Senator McCarthy belongs, 
is strategically situated to cash in 
on this situation since only 21 Re- 
publicans have more seniority 
than they. But, because it is a 
large class of 12, there won’t be 
enough plums, so it will be pos- 
sible to tell pretty much who is 
favored for such vacancies as 
those on Judiciary, Appropriations, 
Labor and Public Welfare, and 
Armed Services. 

Senator McCarthy is now rank- 
ing on Expenditures in the Exec- 
utive Department. Since this is 
an investigating committee, he no 
doubt will want to hold it in antic- 
ipation of future Republican con- 
trol. As surely, he will prefer to 
retire from the District of Colum- 
bia Committee. This is the assign- 
ment which cynics suggest the 
Taft leadership will hand the 
liberal Senator-elect Duff of 
Pennsylvania, who is often men- 
tioned for the presidency. 

It is expected that Senator 
McCarthy, a former judge, would 
plump for Judiciary. He would 
hardly find it difficult to work 
with its chairman. Senator Mc- 
Carran, author of the subversives 
bill, which is almost as controver- 
sial as the Senator from Wiscon- 
sin. 
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Auctions Can't Beat 

Macy's or Gimbel's 
By Henry McLemore 

We took a look around the 
apartment and SHE decided what 
we needed. 

Two buffet sort of businesses 
; for the dining 
room. An easy 
chair in that 
corner. Another 
one over there. 
A little table 
and mirror 16 
go in the foyer, 
and a much 
bigger sofa to 
break the wall 
space. 

I agreed with 
her. Completely. 
And I told her, 
as I thumbed 
through the Henry McLemore. 

newspapers, that New York was 
the place to buy things. Nowhere 
else in the world would you have 
such a choice. 

Macy’s, Gimbel’s, Blooming- 
dale’s, and all the other ten 
thousand and one stores in this 
town. Turn a Russian loose in 
Gimbel’s and he’ll never be a 
Russian again. 

Enter Sex, Female. 
Enter sex. 
Female ser. 
This is exactly what Jean told 

me. 
“Henry, Charlotte furnished her 

whole apartment at auction sales. 
We are going to buy everything 
we need at auction sales. She has 
a chest in her dining room that 

she paid $70 for that you couldn’t 
buy for three times that much in a 
store.” 

Just as surely as the sun rises 
in the East, we took off to an 
auction. Thirty miles from New 
York. Rudeness predominated. I 
told a man that I was there to bid. 
He said he didn’t care what I was 
there for, but I was not to bloCk 
the aisle. 

Jean’s eyes glistened when the 
auctioneer put up a cloverleaf 
table that was a mess of scars. 

“Twenty dollars!” she yelled. 
A man in the front row yelled. 

"Twenty-two dollars.” 
I looked, quickly, at my wife. 

Sold For Forty. 
Jean got the table for forty 

bucks. A bargain, mind you, if 
you have an uncle who runs a 
furniture repair shop. 

Bidding was going on all 

around me when I sang to Jean 
what I thought was a sensible 
song. , 

“Honey, honey, bless your 
~ 

heart, you’re the honey that I 
love so well .*’ 

“Listen, child,” and I said that 
with a}l the love my heart will 
ever have. I said, “Jean, try to 
believe me. Try to believe that no 

~ 

one ever gives you anything for 
free. The auctioneer knows what 
the maple chest is worth. Please, — 

child, remember that he has not 
devoted his life to giving away 
bargains.” 

She didn’t listen. 
Moral: You can’t beat New 

York’s department stores. 
If you think you can, try to 

name me an owner who is starv- 
ing. Ever see a thin Macy? Or 
a hungry Gimbel? 
(Distributed by McNsutht Syndlcste, Inc.) 
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it Finger-touch sliding doors between 

cars 
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and radiant panel heating 
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