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ECA Leadership Aids Europe Rebuild to Protect Democracy 

Through self-help efforts, led by the Economic Cooperation 
Administration, the people of Menidi, Greek village destroyed 
by German invaders, have built these small homes of stone 
and brick. 
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Self-Help Program Replaces 
Many Homes Destroyed in War 

By Robert J. Lewis 
Real Estate Editor of The Star 

Let's take a look at the postwar 
housing story in Western Europe 
—a part of the world whose social, 
economic and political problems 
(all related to housing! are be- 

coming daily more important in 

the defense of the West. 

But first let s briefly recall the 
housing situation in our own 

country to sharpen the European 
picture. 

Right after the war, if you re- 

member, there was a great outcry 
from millions of Americans in 
protest against the housing short- 
age. 

Veterans and non-veterans 
needed housing, and they didn’t 
want any ifs, ands or buts. They 
wanted decent places to live—at 
once—and pity the builder or 

any one else who tried to make 
excuses for delays. As a result, 
housing became the No. 1 United 
States political issue. 

You know of the building boom 
that followed. That boom has 
alleviated our housing problem 
—largely through Government aid 
to builders and buyers—more 
swiftly and more substantially 
than any similar program in the 
history of the United States. 

More Than 5 Million. 
That truly terrific postwar 

building period turned out, as a 

matter of cold fact, more than 
5 million new American homes. 
Of these, BLS announced this 
week, a record-breaking 1.4 million 
were produced in 1950 alone. 

Now back to the European story: 
During the war years, Europe 

took a tragic beating not only in 
men and wealth, but in one of 
the most basic of all man’s civil- 
ized works—homes for people to 
live in. 

More than 3.5 million homes in 
nine Marshall Plan countries, 
alone, were completely destroyed, 
and many more millions were 
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made uninhabitable by bombing 
and other destruction. 

In comparison, the United States 
suffered no damage and yet came 
up with a really critical housing 
shortage after the war as a result 
of the increase in population. 
Europe, too, had a substantial 
population increase. 

It is not surprising, therefore, 
that Europe’s postwar housing 
problem was acute to the point of 
crisis, and that it became the 
top issue in country after coun- 
try. 

Lingering Problem. 
Today the problem abroad is 

not so great as it was at the end 
of the war. But it is still a far 
worse headache in virtually every 
country that suffered wartime 
damage than it is in the United 
States. 

Since housing is demonstrably 
an important factor iiv political 
and economic thinking, it still is 
a problem with which the demo- 
cratic nations of Europe must con- 
tend. 

Much of Europe’s notable prog- 
ress in trying to solve the housing 
problem is traceable to leadership 
provided by the Economic Co- 
operation Administration. 

While no loans or grants were 
made by ECA directly for housing 
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At left are workers’ houses at Fondi, Italy, a town of about 13,000 persons south of Rome. At right are a group of homes built at Kirkenes, Norway, under 
Marshall plan leadership. —ECA Photos. 

purposes, six of the 18 Marshall 
Plan countries devoted the equiv- 
alent of nearly $300 million for 
housing construction. 

Under Marshall Plan rules, 
countries receiving ECA grants 

match them with equivalent 
amounts in their own currency. 
This money is deposited as 

"counterpart funds," for uses 

which the United States Gov- 
ernment may approve. 

So far, nearly a tenth of all such 
funds withdrawn for economic re- 
habilitation of the six countries 
were applied to housing construc- 
tion, ECA reports. 

In addition, other countries 

have been enabled to tackle the 

housing problem through self- 

help and other schemes, as a re- 

sult of Marshall Plan aid to other 

parts of the economy and in pro- 

vision of needed building mate- 
rials. 

Great Britain, for example, used 
no counterpart funds directly for 
housing, yet was enabled through 
other ECA aid to devote some of 
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Here is a group of apart- 
ments for working people’s 
families in the Fuorigrotta 
area of Italy. They were built 
with counterpart funds pro- 
vided by Italy to match ECA 
grants for other economic re- 
habilitation. 

its own funds to meeting housing 
needs. 

1948 Situation Recalled. 
Back in March, 1948, this sec- 

tion of The Star pointed out that 
Marshall Plan leadership would 
probably help to boost Europe's 
dwelling supply. 

That story said: 
“In the supercharged political 

atmosphere of postwar Europe, 
where suffering sets the tempo of 
political warfare, the acute hous- 
ing shortage is a formidable ideo- 
logical weapon. 

“For this reason, the question of 
aousing cannot be ignored by those 
who will be responsible for shap- 
ing the European Recovery Pro- 
gram." 

As that story pointed out, it is 
no accident that the countries 
with the best housing in the world 
are the stable, democratic coun- 
tries. It might have added, too, 
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$ found the homes of their choice through the extensive £ 
* listings and wide market experience of Walker & Dunlop. J 
* Whatever your home-seeking requirements: location, size, ? 
* 

financing, our large staff can help'you. * 

I { 
l Walker^rDipJop ,Inc. I 
* * 

+ 
J FINANCIERS FOR HOME OWNERSHIP * 

J 1200 15th STREET, N.W. • District 0222 * 

+ 

ADVERTISEMENT. ADVERTISEMENT. 

They are standing in line, waiting to buy your 
property! We never saw anything like it in 44 
years of business. We need listings of houses 
to take care of our customers. Regulation "X” 
is no hex—we have buyers who are able to meet 
any financial requirement. If you’re thinking 
of selling your house, list it here. Our staff 
of 16 experienced salesmen will find plenty of 
prospects—and what is more important—buyers. 
The year jus-t finished was one of the best in 
history—and we hsve seen some terrific years! 

1951 is rolling, merrily along, with action 
for clients and customers. We can make insured 
loans and conventional loans. Financing is no 

problem. The customer is no problem. We will 
show your home at your convenience, attend to 
all details incident to closing the sale, hand 

you your contract on a silver platter. Let us 

show you what we can do. To list, just phone 
or visit Shannon & Luchs Company, NA. 2345, at 
1505 H Street Northwest. 
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