
Truman Stresses Aim 
To Avoid Break With 
Allies Over Red China 

By Cecil Holland 
American efforts to avoid a 

break with its Allies over the issue 
of branding Red China as an ag- 
gressor were emphasized today by 
a new policy statement by Presi- 
dent Truman. 

Mr. Truman personally branded 
the Chinese Communists as ag- 
gressors in a statement read to 
his news conference yesterday. 
But at the same time he ruled out 
hasty punitive action against 
them. 

“Obviously this is no time for 
rash or unwise action,” the Presi- 
dent said. “This is a time for 
clear thinking and firmness.” 

His statement came against a 

background of growing uneasi- 
ness on the part of Great Britain 
and other American Allies over 
the possibility that this country 
would take, or insist on the United 
Nations taking, steps against the 
Chinese Communists which might 
lead to a general war in the Far 
East. 

No Doubt on Position. 
Despite the reassurance given in 

his statement against any hasty 
action, Mr. Truman left no doubt 
about his own position and the 
position of the United States to- 
ward the Chinese Communists, 
He said the American views pre- 
sented to the United Nations by 
Ambassador Warren Austin have 
“the solid support of the execu- 

tive. the Congress and the people 
of the United States.” 

Then he added: 
“Each member of the United 

Nations must make its own de- 
cision on this issue. For my part, 
I believe in calling an aggressor 
an aggressor. The question of 
W'hat can or should be done about 
the aggression in Korea, of course, 
must be discussed with all other 
friendly nations.” 

Mr. Truman made no specific 
reference to an Asian-Arab pro- 
posal for an immediate seven- 

power conference on the Chinese- 
Korean issue. However, he em- 

phasized indirectly American op- 

position to that proposal by saying 
an American resolution now pend- 
ing in the United Nations, as 

well as all proposals advanced 
by this country, contain "a meth- 
od for bringing about a cease- 

fire, and opening the way for 
peaceful settlement of outstand- 
ing issues.” 

Other Developments. 
His statement came amid these 

•ther developments: 
1. Senator George. Democrat, 

of Georgia, a member of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee, declared that Prime Min- 
ister Nehru of India wras taking 
"a tremendous gamble” in oppos- 
ing American efforts to brand 
Red China as an aggressor in 
Korea. 

2. Chairman Connallv of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee hinted strongly that his 
group would take its time about 
acting on any administration re- 

quest for wheat for India. Amid 
indications that such a request 
will receive rough sailing in Con- 
gress, Senator Connally said a 

request for 2 million tons of 
American wheat to relieve a food 
shortage in India would be 
studied by a subcommittee headed 
by Senator Gillette, Democrat, of 
Iowa. 

3. The Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee arranged to meet 
with Secretary of State Acheson 
late this afternoon for a briefing 
on the questions expected to come 
up in a conference starting here 
Monday between President Tru- 
man and French Premier Rene 
Pleven. 

Strengthens U. S. Demands. 
Mr. Truman's statement gen- 

erally was regarded as strengthen- 
ing American demands for the 
United Nations to condemn Com- 
munist China as an aggressor in 
Korea. 

His assurance that this country 
would discuss with its Allies w'hat 
measures should be taken about 
the aggression gave assurance to 
Britain and other nations. This 
country has made it clear it would 
insist on “collective measures” 
against the Chinese if the U. N. 
denounces them as aggressors. 

But there is no longer much 
talk in official circles about a 

naval blockade of the China coast. 
The British have contended that, 
the use of force against the Chi- 
nese might set off a general con- 

flict. There is now some discus- 
sion of possible economic sanc- 

tions. 
As for the Asian-Arab peace 

proposal and the attitude of Prime 
Minister Nehru on American de- 
mands to declare the Chinese 
Communist regime as an ag- 
gressor, Senator George had this 
to say. 

"Evidently Nehru hopes that 
Red China's problems will so mul- 
tiply in Korea, Indo-China, Bur- 
ma and Tibert that he can reach 
a working agreement with Mao 
Tse-tung on some type of neu- 

trality.” 
George Opposes India Aid. 

Mao is leader of the Chinese 
Communist government, whose 
forces are now fighting United 
Nations troops in Korea. 

Under the circumstances, Sen- 
ator George added, he would not 
"bother with any aid to India 
under existing conditions.” 

"Our commitments already are 

too far extended.” he said. "We 
can’t afford more.” 

Senator Wiley of Wisconsin, 
ranking Republican member of 
the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, said the matter would 
have to be evaluated carefully 
with consideration of the humani- 
tarian as well as the foreign as- 

pects. 
The 2 million tons of wheat 

requested by India would cost, 
with transportation, about $200 
million. 

The matter has not been pre- 
sented officially to Congress. 

HE AD, COLD 
v V .V * / 

-SNIfflES- 
with FAST i-ohop action of t 

PEHETRO HOSE DROPS 

French Premier's Woman Aide 
Arrives to Plan Conferences 

'Anna Rosenberg 
Of France, Has Helped 
Pleven Since 1943 

The Anna Rosenberg of Trance 
arrived in Washington yesterday 
to lay the groundwork for con- 

ferences next week between her 

boss, French Prime Minister Rene 

Pleven, and President Truman. 
The lady is Mile. Jeanne Paule 

Sicard, chief assistant to M. 
Pleven who is due to arrive in 
Washington Monday morning for 
a three-day visit at the invitation 
of Mr. Truman. 

Mile. Sicard is the first woman 
! ever to hold that position in the 
| French government and, in fact, 
| is the first woman chief assistant 
to any French minister. She has 

i been M. Pleven’s assistant since 
,1943, when he was Commissioner 
for Colonies with the French Com- 

imittee of National Liberation in 
Algiers. 

Member of Underground. 
Speaking through an interpre- 

ter, Mile. Sicard told how she first 
: became acquainted with the Prime 
1 Minister when she was associated 
with a resistance movement to 
North Africa known as “Combat.” 

:She said that, before joining M. 
! Pleven, she worked on various 
underground and “clandestine” 
anti-Fascist publications put out 
by her movement. 

Before the war, she said, she 
was a professor of arts and let- 
ters in Algeria and Paris. She 
was born in Algeria. 

First Trip to United States. 
Her job at home, she explained, 

involves chiefly the relations be- 
tween the Prime Minister and 
Parliament. She freely admitted. 
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without a blush or a stammer, 
that she is 35. 

This is Mile. Sicard’s first trip 
to the United States. She flew 
from Paris to New York Dut 
missed seeing the Statue of Lib- 
erty because of the ground fog. 
She said the little piece of Amer- 
ica she has seen so far “looked 
very beautiful, and its beauty is 
so different from Europe.” 

Mile. Pleven will accompany the 
Prime Minister when he leaves 
here Wednesday for Ottawa and 
conferences thfere with Canadian 
officials. 

She said M. Pleven is making 
the trip because the French gov- 
ernment feels that “it is a good 
thing for the heads of states to 
have direct contact in these tense 
days.” 

“America and France have 
many common problems,” she 
aded, “and the same common 

aim. It is necessary to agree on 
the use of comomn means.” 

Paris 
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lndo-China and North Africa, the 
Belgians in Central Africa, the 
British in Malaya and elsewhere, 
would retain their individual over- 
seas forces for police or military 
duty there. 

4. Internal security police will 
be outside the European army 
control for such duties as riot 
prevention, regulation of traffic 
and internal crime and for use as 
service forces if strikes threaten 
vital communications. 

The European army's first 
chore would be to make armed 
strength—land, sea and air- 
available to Gen. Eisenhower's At- 
lantic pact army. Gen. Eisen- 
hower already has started form- 
ing his Supreme Headquarters 
Atlantic Powers in Europe to 
throw an armed barrier across 

Europe from the Baltic to the 
Balkans 

The French scheme, sometimes 
called the “Pleven Plan-’ for 
Premier Rene Pleven, in no way 
conflicts with the Atlantic pact 
plan, but is designed more to en- 
able the nations of Europe to 
provide a force to serve beside 
the Americans, Canadians and 
others in Gen. Eisenhower's army. 

Minister To Open Session. 
A top French cabinet minister 

is to open the historic meeting in 
— 

the Foreign Ministry's Clock 
Room where President Woodrow 

i Wilson and Georges Clemenceau 
! met to agree on their terms to 
! Germany after World War I. 
Premier Pleven himself may open 
the conference. He is leaving to- 

j morrow at midnight by plane for 
'Washington, where he will out- 

| line his plans in detail to Presi- 
dent Truman. 

French officials are optimistic 
that at least 10 of the 11 nations 
invited will show up. They also 
hope the first meetings will be 
attended by delegates of cabinet 
rank. 

There is some doubt in official 
quarters that Great Britain will 
accept the invitation as. a par- 
ticipant, but may reject it with 
a request that she be allowed to 
sit in as an observer. 

The army proposal is similar 
to, but more far-reaching than 
France’s plan for a pool of the 
steel and coal wealth of Europe, 
still under negotiation. Six na- 

tions have been trying to work 
out the coal-steel plan <the so- 
called Schuman plan) for eight 
months and still are optimistic 
that they can do it. 

Plan Given Good Chance. 
Some other observers feel con- 

siderable doubt about the Schu- 
man plan, but believe the army 
merger scheme has a better chance 
of succeeding among the nations 
of Europe. They have two rea- 

sons. 
1. The army plan strikes less 

at a nation’s economic life’s blood 

First of Raid Sirens 
Will Be Placed on 

Municipal Building 
One of the District’s first four 

air-raid warning horns will be 

placed on the Municipal Center 

Building, Acting Civil Defense Di- 

rector John Fondahl reported 
yesterday. 

At the same time, the Commis-! 
sioners were informed that House 

Speaker Rayburn had vetoed in- 
stallation of the apparatus on 

the Capitol. 
A spokesman in Mr. Rayburn’s 

office said the Speaker felt the 
civil defense equipment would be 
inappropriate at the Capitol, and 
pointed out that there are other 
locations available in the vicinity. 

Other Locations Picked. 
The other three initial installa- 

tions will be at the Smithsonian 
Institution, the State Department 
Building at 401 Twenty-third 
street N.W., and the Sumner 
School Building, Seventeenth and 
M streets N.W. 

These warning horns will com- 

prise part of the District’s 
permanent warning system. Un- 
til that is set up, an interim 
plan making use of police and 
fire sirens will be in effect. 

Employes in the old District 
Building yesterday heard a civil 
defense briefing by Brockman 
Horne, chairman of the Civil De- 
fense Speakers Bureau. 

Warns Against Flight. 
Mr. Horne warned against run- 

ning away or trying to leave 
town in the event of an atomic 
attack warning. There won’t be 
time to run away, he said, and 
persons who try to leave by car 

may jam the highways so that 
help can’t get in after a crippling 
blast. 

“Stay here and help Washing- 
ton get back on her feet, because 
a wounded Washington will need 
you.” he said. 

Mr. Horne suggested the base- 
ment as a good place to go for 
protection. He urged the worker 
to lie on his stomach under a 

heavy table or other shield close 
to an exit and bury his face in 
the crook of one arm, while the 
other hand protects the back of 
the head. 

than does a scheme to pool coal 
and steel. 

2. With Russia looking over 
their shoulders, the nations of 
West Europe have a greater need 
for armed strength quick. 

No Frenchman who has worked 
on the plan has any illusions that 
it will be easy. 

Military traditions are deep In 
Europe. The storied and sung 
legend of the Roman legions and 
the more recent traditions of the 
Russian armies have their coun- 

terparts as well in Portugal, Bel- 
gium, Norway and all others. 

There will be the problem of 
getting Germans to accept French 
wine in their rations, Italians to 
wear Norwegian boots, the French 
to wear German helmets. 

There will also be the problem 
of convincing the individual sol- 
dier to fight—not first for his 
country—but for his Europe. 
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Vatican Says Bishops Must Decide Action on Laity and Rotary 
By th« Asiociatad Press 

VATICAN CITY, Jan. 26.— 

L’Osservatore Romano said today 
Catholic bishops must decide lo- 
cally whether “to exhort” Catho- 

lic laity to withdraw from the 

ranks of the Rotary Club. 

The Vatican newspaper said 

that in some countries, "in prac- 
tice,” Rotary had shown itself to 
be “tolerant and well-meaning 
towards religious interests.” 

The comment, described by the 
Vatican press office as “an au- 
thorized article” and by other 
Vatican sources as having been 
prepared by the Supreme Con- 
gregation of the Holy Office, 
which issued a decree concerning 
Rotary January 11, reiterated 
that Catholic clergy cannot be 
members of Rotary or attend its 
meetings. 

Comment Requested. 
It said, however, that priests 

may attend meetings sponsored 
by Rotary open to those outside 
its ranks to consider propositions 
“in keeping with priestly activity, 
as, for example, the promotion of 
beneficial or charitable initia- 
tives.” 

The comment was issued, it said, 
because of various requests for 
clarification and because of pub- 
lished interpretations of the decree, 
some of whicn “minimized” and 

others “amplified” the import of 
the decree. 

The comment did not detail 
minimizations or amplifications, 
but said it was “an error” to 
attribute to Rotary all the quali- 
fications of Canonical Code 684— 
cited by the decree—which exhorts 
Catholics to guard themselves 
from “associations that are secret, 
condemned, seditious, suspected, 
or that seek to draw away from 
the legitiamte vigilance of the 
church. 

“Suspected” Given as Grounds. 
“To advise the faithful not to 

be members of an association,” the 
comment added, "it is enough if 
one of those qualifications can be 
applied to it and in particular 
if, from thfc Catholic point of 
view, it is considered to be 
‘suspected.’ 

The Osservatore comment 
added: “In our (the Rotary de- 
cree) case, .the directive of the 
Holy Office appears to be justified, 
in a general line, by the lay and 
non-religious spirit that charac- 
terizes Rotary even in relation to 
problems in which the Catholic 
church cannot ignore the teach- 
ings of the Catholic churcfy as, 
for example, in the field of morals 
and in matters of social justice. 

“This characteristic (of Rotary) 
appears evident from Article 3 
of its constitution, and from the 
whole of the 11 articles of the so- 
called Ethical Code of Rotary. 

Smuggler Questioned 
About Hidden Jewels 

ly »h« Associated Press 

NEW YORK, Jan. 26.—Leiser 
Weitman, 31, was questioned today 
about $320,000 worth of diamonds 
which Federal authorities say they 
found hidden inside his body. 

They said 800 carats, in three 
packets, were discovered in “the 
rectal area” of the Brooklyn man’s 
body after he showed signs of 
physical discomfort in the Federal 
House of Detention. 

Federal men said they wished to 
determine if Weitman had used a 

hitherto unknown drug to enable 

him to retain the gems in his body 
for five days. 

He was arrested on a smuggling 
charge Sunday after he arrived at 

j New York International Airport on 

a plane from Brussels. 
Customs inspectors, who became 

suspicious of the size of Weitman’s 
heels, reported finding $280,000 
worth of pure white, uncut dia- 
monds in his shoes at that time. 

The additional $320,000 worth 
were not found until yesterday. 

Mrs. Etta Hoffman, 26-year-old 
Czech, was arrested at the airport 
Monday and charged with at- 
tempting to smuggle $670,800 
worth of industrial diamonds in- 
side her wedgie-type shoes. She 

jalso is being held in jail. 

as also from some of the declara- 
tions made in the past by authori- 
tative directors. 

“Such a lay spirit and the 
religious indifference that easily 
follow from it lends itself to in- 
filtration in Rotary of Masonic 
and anticlerical elements such as, 
in fact, has happened in some 
nations where, because of preva- 
lent Masonic influence, the action 
of the clubs was in contrast with 
the activity and aim of the 
church. 

Differs Among Nations. 
“It is necessary to add, how- 

ever,” the comment continued, 
“that such circumstances have 
not been verified in other na- 
tions, where, because of the in- 
fluence of directors or of members 
well disposed towards the church, 
Rotary’s attitude has shown it- 
self in practice to be tolerant 
and well-meaning in regard to 
religious interests. 

“From this it can be explained 
how, while the Spanish episcopate 
and those of the Netherlands and 
some Latin American nations 1st 
sued severe directives against 
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Rotary, in other nations the bish- 
ops tolerated the members faith- 
ful to this same organization. 
It is up to those who have the 
honor of spiritually directing the 
faithful, that is, the bishops, to 
establish whether. In this con- 
crete case, in his own diocese. 
Rotary is to be considered a 

‘suspected’ association.” 
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