
David Lawrence: 

Cut-Throat Competition Hit 
New Orleans Mayor Assails Chapman Decision 
To Give Bonneville Power at Cut Prices 

If you were the Mayor of a 

city and had the chamber of 
commerce and everybody else 
working together to bring new 

industries to your area and then 
the United States Government 
came in and undercut you with 
what is plainly “cut throat 
competition,” you would be 
plenty mad. 

Well, Mayor De Lesseps S. 
Morrison of New Orleans is mad 
and has carried the case to the 
Louisiana delegation in Con- 
gress and the delegations from 
other Southern States. He de- 
clares that Secretary of the In- 
terior Oscar Chapman, Govern- 
ment ownership champion, has 
broken the spirit as well as the 
letter of business practices in 
America by a decision to give 
the Aluminum Co. of America 
electric power from the Bonne- 
ville power project in the Co- 
lumbia River Valley in the 
Northwest at half price. 

Although the Bonneville ad- 
ministrator announced in his 
annual report last year that 
there was no surplus power 
available and would not be until 
1957, Mr. Chapman now has 
overruled his own executive and 
offered power to the Aluminum 
Co. at about 2 mills per kilo- 
watt, which is just aboi^t half 
W'hat the New Orleans area 

could offer. The New Orleans 
Mayor says, however, that this 
would not be possible except by 
a subsidy paid by all the tax- 
payers of the country. 

In addition, the New Orleans 
Mayor points out that, because 
bauxite and other ingredients 
are available only in the Carib- 
bean area, the aluminum prod- 
uct will have to be sent 6,000 

miles back and forth across the 
continent for processing. With 
the uncertainty of future freight 
rates, he says the end result 
will be that the final product 
will not be manufactured as 
inexpensively as it soon will be 
by a competitor of the Alumi- 
num Co.—the Kaiser Co., which 
is building a $79,000,000 plant 
in New Orleans and plans to use 
natural gas for power purposes. 

If New Orleans loses out, it 
means that a $45 million plant 
which the Aluminum Co. of 
America would have built there 
will not be constructed. It’s 
pretty tough for any Mayor to 
lose a $45 million plant for his 
city but it’s worse when it hap- 
pens because some one in the 
Government introduces a sub- 
sidy for another region and 
actually cuts the price through 
that advantage. 

Nobody in private business 
could give a below-cost rate to 
one customer to take business 
from a competitor. The Fed- 
eral anti-trust laws forbid it. 

What causes indignation 
among the Southerners is the 
fact that, with billions of dol- 
lars in taxes to be raised from 
everybody in America, the de- 
fense emergency is being used 
to advance the cause of the ad- 
vocates of a nationalization 
formula which ultimately could 
bring the same program of hos- 
tility to private Industry as the 
Labor government in Great 
Britain has introduced there. 

It is a contradiction to find 
the Truman administration, 
which professes to be friendly 
to “free enterprise” and to small 
business, too, lending itself to a 

conspiracy to prevent the South 

from getting a plant that would 
eventually bring a lower cost 
end-product than can be ob- 
tained by favoring a Govern- 
ment project in the Northwest 
on a single phase — electric 
power. The Kaiser interests in- 
sist that they will be producing 
aluminum cheaper in the New 
Orleans area than the Alumi- 
num Co. can produce in any 
new plant now being projected 
for the Northwest. The Alumi- 
num Co., on the other hand, is 
believed to be required to “play 
ball” with the Interior Depart- 
ment, which controls the alloca- 
tion of power under the defense 
setup. Also Southern members 
of Congress argue that too 
many aluminum plants should 
not be concentrated in one area 
because it might make that lo- 
cality vulnerable to atomic at- 
tack. They point out that the 
Northwest, which already has 
big aluminum plants, is nearer 
to Russia than the South is. 

What is puzzling disinterested 
observers is how the Bonneville 
Power administrator can be ex- 
pected to supply surplus power 
when he really hasn’t any at 
present. Reports are current that 
private users in the Northwest 
will suffer and that drastic cur- 
tailment of power and ration- 
ing in the Northwest will be 
inevitable. That may be the 
penalty w'hich private users in 
the Northwest will have to pay 
in order that the Interior De- 
partment may continue its feud 
against private electric power 
companies and their investors 
as more and more tax money is 
used from the Treasury of the 
United States to carry on the 
fight. 

(Reproduction Rights Reserved.) 

Doris Fleeson: 

Bi-partisan Policy at Low Ebb 
No Obvious Choice Presents Itself in Finding 
Successor to Ailing Senator Vandenberg 

Those who believe in the 
bipartisan foreign policy of Sen- 
ator Vandenberg, Republican, 
of Michigan are now tremen- 

dously concerned over finding 
a successor who can reforge 
his policy for the battles that 
lie ahead. No obvious choice 
presents itself. 

Senator Lodge is too young. 
His seniors will not follow him. 
Most G. O. P. seniors of stature 
have not wholly shared the 
Vandenberg views. Envy among 
the Democrats has contributed 
to widening the gap between 
the White House and Republi- 
can Senators who might have 
been induced to make the fight. 

Yet a clear Republican call 
for a new bipartisan foreign 
policy has come from the Sen- 
ate. True, Senator Duff of Penn- 
sylvania is a freshman; he has 
literally taken a back seat in the 
chamber for two months and 
has yet to make his maiden 
speech there. 

But when he speaks up out- 
side Washington, as he does with 
Increasing frequency, it is clear 
that the Republicans will shortly 
find themselves with a Paul 
Douglas of their own on their 
hands. Senator Duff does not 
put that gloss on the passing 
show that a party’s interest pre- 
sumably demands or people are 
supposed to prefer. The details 

don’t fret him. As with Senator 
Vandenberg, his interest is for 
the central fact—we are at war 
in Korea, the national emer- 
gency is real. 

Senator Duff demanded in 
Philadelphia this week that the 
foreign policy of the United 
States be put back on a biparti- 
san basis so we can avert all- 
out war with Russia if possible, 
or if not, win it. 

For the benefit of President 
Truman, he said that any im- 
partial observer knew that many 
Americans mistrust the foreign 
policy of the United States. For 
all hands, he said, one person 
and one party couldn’t put to- 
gether a fully accredited for- 
eign policy. For his own col- 
leagues. he had the emphatic 
message that it was a tremen- 
dous disservice to arouse dis- 
trust of our military leaders. 

“We are not prepared—we 
can only be safe if we are pre- 
pared for the worst,” he de- 
clared. 

This is Spartan gospel which 
most politicians are resisting 
as Congress drags into its 
fourth month with major legis- 
lation stalled. Senator Duff’s 
further challenge to the cur- 
rent drift is plain talk. 

“America was aroused to the 
necessity of military prepara- 
tion by the sudden and un- 
provoked outbreak of the war 

in Korea,” he said. “But 
strangely enough, the longer the 
war lasts, the more our fears 
seem to subside. This is de- 
spite the fact that every analy- 
sis of the situation shows that 
the longer the Korean war lasts, 
the more conclusively it proves 
that Russia is willing to risk 
World War III rather than reach 
a peaceful end to the war in 
Korea. 

“Surely we must all realize 
that America cannot carry on 
war in Korea or anywhere else 
or undertake a vast preparation 
program and at the same time 
carry on business as usual, 
politics as usual and ordinary 
pleasures as usual. 

“The fact that we are taking 
the situation in Korea so casu- 
ally Droves beyond doubt that 
as a Nation we have temporarily 
lost contact with the hopes and 
fears and aspirations of our boys 
in the battle line and with the 
threat they are there to meet. 
Certainly the boys who are fight- 
ing and dying for us half-way 
around the world have a dif- 
ferent appraisal of how serious 
it is.” 

Senator Duff has a table- 
stakes personality, about as 
different from the genius of 
Senator Vandenberg for accom- 
modation as could be imagined. 
But, he also serves who forces 
people to face the facts. 

Dorothy Thompson: 

Big Names Won't Aid Policy 
Capacity of U. S. to Continue Cold War 
Rests on Public Confidence in Leaders 

Our Government believes that 
if sufficient big names are mo- 
bilized in behalf of a policy, and 
their views perpetually publi- 
ciz'd, it is possible to engineer 
pu i consent. 

Well, the fieat has been put 
behind the Truman-Acheson 
policy since the decision to go 
into Korea. On the whole, too, 
it’s a policy with little real 
public opposition. Any one who 
questions its fundamental theses 
lays himself open to the charge 
of being a fellow-traveler. A 
popular radio commentator (who 
comments on world politics be- 
tween peep shows) recently 
screeched, “Any one who thinks 
we should get out of Korea is 
a Communist or a traitor.” 

In that case this country is 
washed up, because all polls 
show that a majority of Ameri- 
cans think we should get out of 
Korea on almost any terms. 
Ergo, we are a Nation of Com- 
munists and traitors! 

This is obvious nonsense. The 
fact is that the really searching 
opposition to the present policy 
comes from conservative ranks 
—from people who recognize 
that the greatest promoter of 
Communism has always been 
war; that the fastest way to 
insure its world-wide triumph 
is to continue to sap American 
strength on such operations as 

Korea, where all that Gen. 
MacArthur can now promise is 
a stalemate (at the price of 
over 1,000 American casualties 
a week); that white men killing 
Asiatics is no advertisement for 
the white man in Asia; that to 
keep it up only cements the 
Soviet Union closer to Red 
China; that the indefinite con- 
tinuation of the cold war will 
mean a permanent semi-garrison 
state, continued inflation, the 
decline in the value of the dol- 
lar abroad, and a depressed liv- 
ing standard at home, especially 
for the middle classes, and that 
the Western governments are 
losing the psychological offen- 
sive by failing to take the initia- 
tive for peace. 

But though this country has 
few leaders who can properly 
be described as conservative, | 

• the masses of the people can I 
* y 

be so described. They have 
already fought one war for un- 
limited objectives and are still 
suffering from its hangover. 
And there is a stubborn lack 
of belief that there is any mo- 
rality behind the present pro- 
gram. 

The Town Hall recently made 
a revealing study, conducted by 
a psychologist, Dr. Ernest Dich- 
ter. On January 23, on a Na- 
tion-wide hookup, listeners 
were asked to answer two ques- 
tions: 
What worries you most at the 

present time? 
What headline would you 

most like to read tomorrow 
morning? 

They got 5,000 replies from 
48 States. They found that 
for 42 per cent the chief worry 
was imminence of war—over- 
whelmingly more concerning 
than economic insecurity, per- 
sonal worries or fear of sub- 
versive movements—and that 
tied in with this anxiety was 
profound distrust of the intel- 
ligence or moral rectitude of 
the national leadership, result- 
ing in a general lack of emo- 
tional and ethical security. 

Answers to the second ques- 
tion revealed that most of the 
writers feel no enthusiasm for 
military or other violent solu- 
tions. Fifty per cent of them 

cited Imaginary headlines an- 
nouncing that peaceable (under- 
standings had been reached; 
30 per cent cited peace an- 
nouncements without further 
comment; 9 per cent hopes for 
news of passive peaceful solu- 
tions initiated by Russia; 15 
per cent would have liked to 
read of passive-violent solu- 
tions (Stalin assassinated; rev- 
olution in Russia, etc.) and 
only 12 per cent were for an 
active military solution, Russia 
wiped out, etc. 

The capacity indefinitely to 
continue a cold war, like the 
willingness to sacrifice in a hot 
one, depends on confidence—• 
that all that can possibly be 
done for peace has been done, 
and confidence in a clear and 
morally defensible objective. 
The last war was fought with- 
out such an objective, wholly 
on an “anti-” slogan—destroy 
the enemy—and the people fol- 
lowed. But it does not follow 
that the performance can be 
repeated. Political education 
is not acquired, for most peo- 
ple, by taking thought, but it 
is acquired by experience. 

And when people have lost 
faith in a product they have 
once bought and tested, what 
is needed is not smarter sales- 
men, but another product. 

(Released by Bell Syyndicate. Inc.) 
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Henry McLemore: 

Little 01' Encyclopaedia Set 
Pays Dividends in Athens 

ATHENS.—One of the best 
buys I ever made in my life 
was the 14th edition of the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica. 
This’ll be hard for you to be- 

lieve, but I am forever and amen 
coming across things in -that 
little ol’ set of books that I 
didn’t know before. 

I made a $10 down payment 
on the set when I first came to 
New York in 1928 and was mak- 
ing a brilliant name for myself 
as sandwich maker at a B and 
G sandwich shop. Shortly after 
the books were delivered to me 
I was fired by B and G (I’ll 
always believe the manager was 
jealous of my skill with peanht 
butter, jelly, and egg salad* and 
I disappeared into the mists 
which so often envelop young- 
sters striving for a foothold in 
New York. 

It was not until seven or 
eight years later, when I was a 
sports writer with a desk of my 
owti, that the salesman caught 
up with me and demanded the 
rest of his dough. I still had 
to pay in installments, but this 
time he took no chances. He 
was with me so much that people 
took him for my keeper or my 
brother. 

Before I leave on a trip like 
the one I am on now I always 
read the Encyclopaedia all the 
way through, and this practice 
always pay off. 

For example, when I passed 
by the Royal Palace here and 
the strangely garbed sentries 
guarding it, I was able to cor- 
rect Jean, who thought the Sad- 
ler’s Wells Ballet was giving an 
outdoor performance, and tell 
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her that the soldiers were Ev- 
Ecnes. '1 

“Evzones,” I said, quoting 
page 934 of Vol. 8, “are mem- 

bers of rifle units in the Greek 
army, recruited from •mountain- 
ous districts, and wearing a pic- 
turesque dress with wide skirt 
and tufted shoes. Their organi- 
zation corresponds to that of a 
line infantry regiment." 

I could tell by the way she 
hugged my arm that she was 
proud of being married to a 
walking encyclopaedia with re- 
ceding hair. 

But the Encyclopaedia does not 
do justice to the uniform of the 
Evzones. It is without a doubt 
the tom-fool-est costume any 
fighting man ever wore. The 
skirt is a dead ringer for a 
ballerina’s, exposing more leg 
and stocking than one sees 
watching a Parisian can-can. 

On their heads the Evzones 
wear a red stocking cap with a 
tassel of tremendous propor- 
tions, and on their feet they 
wear boudoir slippers with giant 
red pom-poms. Having no pock- 
ets in their uniform, if you can 
call it that, they sport big red 
pocketbocks. 

They look a bit like sissies, 
but the history of the Evzones 
proves that a man who’d call 
them sissy is just plain tired of 
living and seeks an immediate 
one-way ticket to the hereafter. 
Tlfey’re tougher than a rhino 
with an aching wisdom tooth 
and. despite their Pavlova ap- 
pearance, would rather fight 
than eat. 

As an old infantryman, I am 
glad Uncle Sam does not dress 
its GIs in a uniform similar to 
that worn by the Evzones. 
Washing a pair of khaki pants, 
or a green fatigue suit, is tough 
enough, but can you imagine 
having to carry an ironing board 
and an iron into the field. And. 
I guess, wear a girdle. Else how 
do the Evzones keep their stock- 
ing up? 

(Distributed by McNaught Syndicate, Inc.) 

Lonstantine Brown: 
* 

Chinese Withdrawal Explained 
Losses by Allied Firepower and Disease Are Heavy; 
Reds to Confine Operations to North of Parallel 

Two explanations currently 
are offered for the present 
withdrawal of the Chinese and 
Korean Communist armies be- 
fore the cautious drive of the 
American and other United 
Nations forces. 

(1) Losses suffered by the 
enemy from Allied firepower 
and from disease have been 
far greater than Tokyo head- 
quarters estimated. The ranks 
of the Chinese and North Ko- 
rean divisions have been so de- 
pleted that they will not be 
able to put up a successful fight 
until large reinforcements reach 
them from Northwestern China. 

It is the Communist high 
command which now is trading 
space for time. Reports from 
inside China and the observa- 
tions of our reconnaissance 
planes show that large con- 

tingents of Red troops are be- 
ing gathered some distance 
north of the 38th Parallel. 

While observations within 
the area over which our planes 
are allowed to fly are easy 
and accurate, the reports about 
the movement of large masses 
of Chinese troops to the Yalu 
River necessarily are based on 

grapevine information which is 
not easy to confirm. 

Lt. Gen. Matthew B. Ridg- 
way’s dispatches about the ene- 
my’s severe losses are fully con- 
firmed. Yet the fanaticism of 
the Reds still is evident when- 
ever they are ordered to make 
even a temporary stand against 
Allied troops. This is shown 
particularly in the small num- 

ber of prisoners captured from 
the Chinese Reds in the last 
two months. 

While the Red losses are esti- 
mated at upwards of 200,000, 
we have less than 1,500 prison- 
ers behind barbed wire. 

The Chinese reverses already 
have had important repercus- 
sions within China itself. The 
anti-Communist guerrillas, com- 
posed of mixed elements includ- 
ing former Nationalist soldiers, 
anti-Kuomintang liberals and 
plain citizens driven to despair 
by the Kremlin’s methods, are 
exploiting the setbacks suffered 
by regular Red armies. 

Rebellions and guerrilla move- 
ments, which in the past were 
chiefly concentrated in the 
south, now are spreading 
throughout the vast extent of 
the country. The sabotage per- 
petrated by some daring guer- 
rillas in Peiping, the Commu- 
nist capital, is only one indica- 
tion of the spread of discontent 
against Mao Tze-tung and his 
henchmen. 

(2) Some observers believe 
the Red high command has 
given up hope of throwing the 
U. N. forces into the sea, as it 
boasted last December, and in- 
tends to confine its military 
operations in Korea to mere de- 
fense of the areas north of the 
38th Parallel. 

The Peiping puppets are fully 
aware that United Nations di- 
plomats, who have merely 
marked time since Red China 
was branded the aggressor, do 
not intend to apply the political 

and economic sanctions pro- 
vided in the Charter, and are 
anxiously waiting for a nod 
from the Chinese to initiate 
cease-fire discussions leading to 
a settlement of the Korean 
problem, even if the idea of 
unifying Korea has to be aban- 
doned. • 

Gen. Ridgway's statement 
this week that he would con- 
sider it a real victory if the 
Allied forces once more reach 
the 38th Parallel is interpreted 
in diplomatic quarters as an in- 
dication of things to come. 

These quarters believe that 
the commander of the 8th Army 
made his statement at the re- 
quest of his superiors in Wash- 
ington to, pave the way for a 
compromise offer by U. N. com- 
mittees which are in charge of 
settlement of the Korean prob- 
lem. 

Since the prestige of these 
committees is not high in the 
American Congress and any sug- 
gestions from U. N. quarters is 
bound to meet with resistance 
from the American people, this 
support from the able com- 
mander in Korea carries far 
more weight than the U. N. 

Gen. Ridgway’s statement was 
definitely interpreted as a basis 
for new negotiations between the 
United Nations and the Chinese 
Communist government. Of 
course, from the strictly mili- 
tary point of view there is a 
good deal of sense in what Gen. 
Ridgway said. Outside of re- 
placements from America there 
is little hope that other nations 
will strengthen their forces. 

Lowell Mellett: 

RFC Picture Has Another Side 
Big Lending Institution Has Proved Its Value 
Repeatedly—People's Profit, $600 Million 

The Senate subcommittee’s 
inquiry into the operation of the 
Reconstruction Finance Corp. 
has been a salutary undertaking. 
Nothing asinine about it, ex- 

cept the President’s unfortunate 
remark. If it has revealed no 
costly corruption, no real loss 
of the public’s money, it hats 
revealed the presence of some 

cheap chiselers around the 
fringes and some weak officials 
on the inside. The basic or- 

ganization still appears to be 
sound. It might or might not 
be improved by the substitution 
of a single administrator for 
the present board. Under either 
system the people can be cer- 
tain of nothing that even looks 
like funny business in the con- 
duct of the big institution’s af- 
fairs for a long time to come. 
That has been assured by Sen- 
ator Fulbright’s searchlight— 
which can be turned on again 
any time it seems necessary. 
The RFC is now living in a glass 
house. 

As for some of the person- 
alties involved—well, there is no 
use crying over spilt mink. The 
mess should simply be cleaned 
up and more care taken in the 
future. That rests with the 
President. He can’t fail to real- 
ize that that $9,000 fur coat has 
given the Republicans a million- 
dollar campaign issue. He 
should know that the public ex- 

pects everybody about the White 
House to be, like Caesar's wife, 
above suspcion. And Mrs. Cae- 

sar, so far as we know, never 
had a mink coat. 

The thing, in a way, has got 
into the realm of ethics, just 
like the McCarthy campaign in 
Maryland. Recognizing this 
Senator Fulbright suggests that 
it might be a good idea to set 
up a commission, largely civil- 
ian, of ethical and moral watch- 
dogs to keep Government peo- 
ple under observation. The 
Senator is a former president of 
the University of Arkansas. 
Before he moves very far with 
his new notion he should con- 
sider how well he would like it, 
If he still were president, to have 
such a commission set up over 
the university; how he would 
estimate the effect on the mo- 
rale of his faculty and other 
employes. The Government, 
with its loyalty tests, and its 
Congressional political tests, al- 
ready has made Government 
service less attractive than it 
should be. 

Another suggestion growing 
out of the inquiry is that the 
time has come to abolish the 
RFC. Since we have no depres- 
sion it is argued, w'e no longer 
need a government lending in- 
stitution. But the usefulness of 
the RFC did not end with the 
depression. It carried its share 
of the heavy war load. It has 
just been asked by the Na- 
tional Production Authority, 
headed by a big businessman 
and a Republican, to serve as 
the exclusive buyer of foreign 
tin for the United States. It 

made possible the building in 
peacetime of one of the new steel 
mills, now so badly needed, when 
the promoters of the project 
were unable to obtain the neces- 
sary millions from any other 
source. 

Our great public power proj- 
ects proved indispensable in the 
last war, as they are indispen- 
sable in our present defense 
mobilization. They also pro- 
vide useful competition with 
the private power companies in 
some communities and serve as 
a yardstick on rates and services 
for the country as a whole. In 
the field of banking, all of this 
can be said for the RFC. 

Bankers frequently admit one 
of their own weaknesses, which 
is a disposition to lend freely 
in good times, but to turn agate- 
eyed in bad times, when business 
has greatest need to borrow. The 
RFC thus far has taken the 
tough ones, in good times and 
bad. And its judgment has 
been proved again and again. 
In simple terms of money, since 
its establishment in 1932 the 
RFC has earned a total profit 
of $600 million for the Ameri- 
can people. The people could 
hardly be in a better business. 
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