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Keep Federal Pay in Balance 
With proposals for a moderate pay raise for 

Government employes gaining support from 

Ojany quarters, suggestions are being made in 
congressional circles that any increase should 
be limited to certain lower-salaried workers. 
Such suggestions are devoid of merit. The high 
cost of living affects all employes. To grant a 

so-called cost-of-living increase to one group 
pf, employes only would be discriminatory and 
unfair. Worst of all, it would repeat the mis- 
takes of many years which brought about a 

grossly unbalanced salary structure and neces- 

sitated a complete overhaul of Federal salaries 
and jobs in 1949. 

Discriminatory salary legislation, much of 
it of the most haphazard sort, made a hodge- 
podge of Federal wage scales during the pre- 
World War II period. After the war the 
classified service was undermined further by 
pi-considered wage increases for_some cate- 
gories. The time came when some employes 
Actually were being paid more than their bosses, 
Who were prevented from sharing in salary 
raises by a ceiling on pay. .This muddled situa- 
tion led to the reclassification of all Federal 
Jobs and the readjustment of salaries. 

This orderly system would be upset if Con- 
gress were to pick out certain classes of em- 

ployes for pay benefits, to the exclusion of other 
elasses. The first break in this system almost 
certainly would make it easier to widen the gap, 
With disastrous effects on the whole classification 

|etup. Surely the lesson of past years should 
be enough to thwart any current move to start 
Another cycle of patchwork changes in the care- 

fully devised, properly balanced salary structure. 
It is reported that the administration will 

recommend an increase of 7 or 8 per cent for 
Government employes. The Economic Stabili- 
zation Agency has let it be known that it will 
not object to such a raise. The administration 
plan is expected to provide for an across-the- 
boards percentage increase, from top to bottom 
of the classified service. That is the only fair 
way to apply an increase, now that Federal sal- 
aries have been revised to eliminate old inequal- 
ities among grades. 
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Achilles' Heel 
In his Chicago speech, General MacArthur 

hammered away at the weak spot in the admin- 
istration’s armor. Again and again he demanded: 
“What is our policy in Korea?” 

The question is not a new one. He raised 
It in his address to Congress. But the query was 

put to the crowd at Soldier Field in fewer words 
and with greater emphasis. In effect, General 
MacArthur has chosen the ground on which he 
will wage his fight against the administration, 
and the Chicago speech makes it perfectly clear 
that, on this central issue, he intends to strike 
with all of the power at his command. 

Thrusting at the division within the ranks 
of his opponents, General MacArthur said they 
have three Korean policies. There is the formal 
United Nations policy—a free, independent and 
unified Korea. A second policy is aimed at, and 
would be content with, driving the Communists 
from South Korea. The third is to wage a war 

of attrition until such time as the enemy may be 
willing to accept a satisfactory peace. The first 
policy has been all but abandoned, and the 
trouble with the two others is that, at best, they 
promise a prolonged, costly war with no assur- 

ance that it will ever come to a decisive end. 
The weakness of this position is self-evident, 

although the administration defends it with 
arguments which General MacArthur either ig- 
nores or brushes aside. And it is a position which 
will become1, increasingly vulnerable to attack 
unless there should be a marked change for the 
better in the Korean military picture. 

General MacArthur attacks it with a policy 
of his own, which, on its face, is attractive. Our 

objective, he says in substance, should be victory 
over the nation and the men who without provo- 
cation or justification have warred against us. 

And we should provide our force* with all the 
sinews and other means essential to achieve 
that victory with a minimum of cost in human 
life. 

TV»o nonorol’c will of.t.aP.lr f.Vn* finn. 

tention front and rear. They say that it can’t 
be done, that it might bring on a Third World 
War, that it would deprive us of allies. Any or 

all of these claims may be correct. But General 
MacArthur said one thing which will never be 
answered by arguments of this sort. 

“It is difficult,” he said, “to ask men to fight 
and die unless we give them a realistic mission 
and the means to accomplish it.” 

At the moment our men in Korea are fight- 
ing and dying They have been doing it for 
nearly a year. But if the war is going to degen- 
erate into a bloody stalemate, dragging on month 
after month, perhaps year after year, General 
MacArthur certainly is going to be proved right 
on this point. For it is not only difficult, it is 
fundamentally wrong to ask men to fight and 
die without a clear-cut objective and the means 
to achieve it. 

Menace of the Weaving Driver 
New Jersey’s experience with recently in- 

creased speed limits confirms the findings of 
safety authorities that reckless driving, not 
necessarily of the fast variety, is the chief 
cause of accidents on the Nation’s highways. 
Traffic officers enforcing the State’s new 50- 
mile-an-hour speed limit (an increase of 10 miles 
an hour) have reported no noticeable increase in 
accidents attributable to the speedier pace, “We 
are not troubled much with speeders, anyhow,” 
said one officer. “It’s the weaver we look out 
for. The guy bobbing in and out of traffic 
lanes is the deadly peril of the modern highway. 

/AVa are on the prowl for him.” * %- 
• 

by the Travelers Insurance Companies bear out 
the officer’s estimate of the “weaver” and the 
“bobber” in traffic. The record shows that 
nearly 6,000 persons were killed and nearly 
170,000 injured by this type of driver in 1950. 
More specifically, nearly 5,000 persona were 

killed in accidents caused by driving on the 
wrong side of the road, 190 by cutting in on 

other cars, 270 by passing on a curve or a hill 
and 610 Dy passing cars on the wrong side. 
Nearly 1,400 others were killed when cars ran 

off the roadway—often as a result of illegal 
passing. More than 2,000 additional deaths 
were lumped under the catch-all heading of 
reckless driving Too much speed, whether above 
the legal limit or not, was an important factor 
in many of the more serious accidents. 

Analysis of the accident records shows that 
the weavers and the bobbers do not confine 
their dangerous maneuvering to curves, although 
the risks are greater there. More than 12,000 
men, women and children were killed on straight- 
sections of highway last year, where the tempta- 
tion to speed up and cut ahead of lines of cars 
often is encouraged by a belief that the hazards 
are few. This belief persists among many 
experienced drivers, despite the warnings of 
traffic experts that the assumption )s an f^SBeji- 
ingly dangerous one. Experienced drivers, in- 
cidentally, were blamed for an overwhelming 
majority of last year’s fatal crashes. The 
Travelers report for 1950 comments in this con- 
nection: “Few last words are more famous than 
these: ‘Don’t worry. I've been driving for 
years .’ Experience is never a substitute 
for caution. The more you drive, the more 

respect you should have for the dangers inherent 
in driving.” 

Mr. Taft Goes Overboard 
One of these days Senator Taft will be 

ashamed of $ie attack he has made on the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

It is entirely proper for the Ohio Senator 
to take his stand with General MacArtbur and 
against what presumably is the view of the 
Joint Chiefs in the Korean policy dispute. This 
is a question on which reasonable men may 
differ, and if Senator Taft thinks that General 
MacArthur is right he has every justification 
for saying so, publicly and emphatically. 

But it is quite a different matter when he 
resorts to Slurring and unsupported attacks on 
the able, conscientious men who comprise the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

In an exchange with'Senator Fulbright, the 
Ohioan said: “I suggest to the Senator that the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff4 are absolutely under the 
control of the administration, and that their 
recommendations are what the administration 
demands that they make.” 

That is a suggestion which approaches the 
ultimate in wanton recklessness. For Senator 
Taft is saying that General Bradley, General 
Collins, General Vandenberg and Admiral Sher- 
man—all men with records of distinguished 
service to their country—are now faithless to 
their trust, mere uniformed lackeys willing and 
ready to do the bidding of political masters. 

A responsible man would not make such an 

accusation without strong evidence to support it. 
But where is Senator Taft’s evidence? 

He says that General Bradley’s recent address 
in Chicago, in which he disagreed with the Mac- 
Arthur thesis, was "written, in effect, by the 
State Department.” * 

Note those weasel words, “in effect.” What 
do they mean? Why were they used? 

They were used because the speech was not 
written by the State Department, and Senator 
Taft knew or feared that he would not be able 
to substantiate a direct accusation. So he left a 

loophole through which he could wriggle if his 
statement should be challenged. 

ii senator xait naa Dotnerea to cnee* nis 

statement, he would have learned that the State 
Department did not write the speech “in effect” 
or otherwise, that General Bradley had agreed to 
deliver it and had written it prior to General 
MacArthur’s dismissal, and that much of the 
speech was taken verbatim from an article which 
he prepared last year, and which was published 
in the October, 1950, issue of Reader's Digest. 

It is too much to expect that every statement 
made in the heat of senatorial debate will be a 

considered statement. But it is not too much to 
insist that Senators should not indulge in the 
reckless Irresponsibility that characterized Sena- 
tor Taft’s attack on the integrity of the Joint 
Chiefs. 

On Wasting Manpower' 
Chairman Robert Ramspeck of the Civil 

Service Commission believes that the Federal 
Government has no more right than private 
industry to waste manpower. He has let it be 
known that he is far from satisfied that the 
Government departments are fdlly awake to 
the need for conservation of personnel, of funds 
and of office space in these stringent times. He 
will have made an outstanding contribution to 

the defense program if he succeeds in fulfilling 
his promise to cause an awakening. 

Mr. Ramspeck has learned of the importance 
of spreading the Nation’s manpower as far as 

possible during his service as a member of the 
Manpower Policy Committee of the Office of De- 
fense Mobilization. The emphasis at ODM is on 

better utilization of labor in industrial produc- 
tion. But, as Mr. Ramspeck points out, the Fed- 
eral Government is in a poor position to criticize 
private industry when its. own manpower poli- 
cies are wasteful. 

in an aaaress Deiore me isauonai uapnai 
Forge of the American Public Relations Associa- 
tion, the commission chairman warned: “T will 
bend every effort toward better management 
in the Agencies of government. I shall in every 
way possible, within the scope of my authority, 
oppose overstaffing in the agencies and shall 
work for better production from all empfbyes.” 
Mr. Ramspeck is right in blaming management 
for the conditions found by congressional inves- 
tigators in recent inquiries into overstaffing. A 
spot check revealed that a number of non- 

defense agencies had more employes on the 
payroll than actually were needed to keep 
abreast of the work. The Williams subcom- 
mittee of the House Civil Service Committee, 
after an Investigation of “employe utilization” 
in the Treasury, Interior and Labor Departments, 
the Federal Security Agency and the General 
Services Administration, reported that “in gen- 
eral, executive agencies could do a better job 
with fewer employes.” The subcommittee at- 
tributed the conditions to inefficient manage- 
ment. 

As a long-time friend of civil service em- 

ployes, Mr. Ramspeck knows that the competent 
Government worker is as much concerned about 
Federal inefficiency and waste as any other citi- 
zen. He knows, also, that in many offices em- 

ployes who would like to improve conditions 
are discouraged from doing so by section chiefs 
and other supervisors who shy at “stirring up 
trouble.” If Chairman Ramspeck can make any 
headway in stirring up the section chiefs, the 
supervisors, the personnel chiefs and the higher- 
ups, he will deserve some Wod of a medal for 
achievement. ^ 

The Cat With the Superiority Complex 
To the Editor of The Star: 

THE MEMORABLE STORY by Mary 
McGrory about her dog Mack, 

which appeared on The Star’s editorial 
page just a month ago, was read in this 
household with much interest. Among 
other things, it set me to thinking about 
Tommy. Tommy and Mack had a great 
deal in common, although—unlike 
Mack—Tommy happened to be a cat. 

He happened also to be as spoiled 
and willful a cat as ever lived. He was 
possessed of great beauty, extraordinary 
intelligence and a sense of humor as 
wicked as lfc/ivas perverted. He was, of 
course, exceedingly, vain. He knew peo- 
ple admired him. On pleasant days 
he would sit on the front lawn near 
tfie street, holding court. He graciously 

‘permitted passersby to pause and gaze 
at him. Some were even allowed to pat 
his 'head and stroke him gently under 
the chin. Occasionally he would favor 
a particularly devoted admirer by arch- 
ing his back and yawning widely. 

He had long snowy fur with big golden 
patches on his back, a gold spot on 
his head, three gold rings on his tail, 
large golden eyes—and a magnificent set 
of whiskers. He was large and fat— 
he weighed 15 pounds—but he was not 
iazy. ne was, m iact, extremely active. 
When the spirit moved, he liked noth- 
ing better than a rough and tumble 
scrap with the young son of the family. 
The latter invariably came out second 
best in such encounters, even though 
he took to wearing heavy gloves. When 
such unsportsmanlike defenses were em- 
ployed, Tommy merely selected an un- 
protected arm or ankle for his opera- 
tions. No holds were barred when he 
scrapped. He scratched, bit and kicked 
with iris stout hind legs until his antag- 
onist yelled for mercy. Then, just to 
show that there was no ill feeling, he 
would Jick the wounds he had inflicted 
and purr like a young steam engine. 
He played equally rough with his mas- 
ter. in fact with practically any one who 
had the temerity to tangle with him. 

He respected no one except his mis- 
tress, and he had not always respected 
her. His change in attitude toward her 
dated from one afternoon he found her 
lying on the sofa in the living room. 
Tommy decided to indulge his high 
spirits by pouncing upon her and cuff- 
ing her in the face. The lady slugged 
him back. He was not angry, merely 
surprised. Ever afterward he treated his 
mistress with gentle dignity and re- 
strained affection. No one else dreamed 
of disciplining him. No one else dared. 

Tommy permitted himself to be 
taught a number of tricks, stipulating 
only that in return he be generously 
rewarded with choice tidbits from the 
family table. He could jump through 
one’s hands or over a stick held three 
feet high. He could sit up and beg. He 
could shake hands, giving either right 
or left paw as requested. He could roll 
over. He could play “dead cat," by 
stretching,out on his back on the floor, his eyes closed and his front paws meekly folded on his chest. He could shut a door 
left ajar. He could “say his prayers,” 
getting up in a chair in a standing po- 
sition, with his fore paws on the top of 
the chair back and his head resting 
demurely between them. He could even 
stand up on his hind legs and take a 
few steps. 

* * 

With respect to food. Tommy was an 
epicure. He preferred cream to milk, 
and he wanted it served slightly warm. 
He liked rare cuts of meat, such as fillet. 
His favorite dish, however, was brook 
trout, which he was willing to take either 
cooked or raw. 

He always knew when the men folk 
in the family were going fishing. If the 
trips did not come often enough to suit 
him. he would, in unmistakable cat lan- 
guage, invite the fisherman to accom- 
pany him to the place where the fishing 
rods and baskets were kept. Rarely was 
he disappointed. The slave would usually 
beam at Tommy’s guile, take the basket 
and rod and set out for the trout brook. 

Tommy would trot along at his side, 
fringed ears and plumed tail erect. Or 
would jump up on the slave’s shoulder 

and ride in state to the bank of the 
stream. Tommy always sat by the edge 
of the bank, silent and intent, while the 
angling proceeded. He knew that the 
first trout hooked belonged to him and 
he accepted and ate it as a matter of 
course. 

Friends of the family, who came in the 
spring for the opening of the trout sea- 

son, did not always appreciate Tommy’s 
fondness for fish. They sometimes re-* 
sented his ability to locate the basket 
laden with the day’s catch, and with 
unerring instinct and consummate skill 
to raise the cover and select the largest 
trout. It was a trick Tommy had taught 
himself—he could perform it equally well 
in daylight or dark. 

One rather crusty bachelor, a Mr. 
Billings, felt very strongly about 
Tommy’s habit of helping himself from 

the fish baskets. He was even heard at- 
times to refer to 'Tommy as "That- 
-cat!” Having an exquisitely deli- 
cate perception, Tommy sensed the lack 
of any real rapprochement between him- 
self and Mr. Billings. He reciprocated 
that gentleman’s antagonism. All 
through the week, he would regard Mr. 
Billings with elaborate and pointed 
disdain. 

On Sundays, however. Tommy was a 
different cat'Insofar as Mr. Billings was 
concerned. On Sunday afternoons Mr. 
Billings, dressed in his best dark-blue 
worsted suit, the trousers impeccably 
creased, would stroll up and down the 
lawn. It was then that Tommy took his 
revenge. He also would go strolling on 
the lawn. As he strolled, he would grad- 
ually come nearer and nearer to Mr. 
Billings. When, in an unguarded mo- 
ment, Mr. Billings paused by the veranda 
to chat with Tommy’s mistress, Tommy 
would seize his opportunity. Approach- 
ing his victim, Tommy would rub 
himself again and again around his 
ankles. In the presence of Tommy’s 
mistress, the unfortunate man was help- 
less. He could not get rid of his tor- 
mentor by a well-directed kick, or even 

J- • 

relieve his indignation by the customary 
assorted expletives. 

Without redress, he was forced to sub- 
mit to Tommy’s malicious endearments. 
When Tommy had completed the rub- 

Ding ana ieit entirely sausnea witn ms 
performance, there would be a rim of 
long white hair tipped with gold fring- 
ing Mr. Billings’ once immaculate 
trousers. With a wicked gleam in his 
eyes, Tommy would then retire to his 

* mistress, purring approval of his success, 
and grinning from ear to ear. 

Who says that cats do not have a 
sense of humor? 

E. M. Johnson 

Letters to The Star 
Pen-names may be used if letters carry writers’ correct names 

and addresses. All letters are subject to condensation. 

Booing the president 
Your editorial, “Booing the President,” 

should leave a good many of your read- 
ers, if not somewhat disgusted,'definitely 
puzzled. 

When, since the terrible-temitered Mr. 
Truman took the office of President, has 
he conducted himself in any way to 
demand the respect and dignity his po- 
sition requires? You say there is a dis- 
tinction between disagreement and dis- 
respect. How true that is, and how 
honest you would have been to devote 
an editorial to enlightening Mr. Truman 
on that point when he wrote his in- 
famous letter to the critic who dared 
to mention that Miss Margaret hit a 
false note. Mr. Truman'has been given 
the treatment he has asked for. 

Thank God for the privilege of living 
in a country where the people can voice 
their true opinion. If that opinion is 
so supercharged with emotion that it 
necessitates a booing of its leader, your 
editorials might better be confined, not 
to condemning the attitude of the 
people, but to condemning the conduct 
of the man who evokes these deplorable 
emotions. 

Katherine S. Smith. 
* * 

Thank you for writing the editorial 
on the booing of President Truman at 
the ball park. It was a disgraceful dis- 
play of bad'manners by a noisy minor- 
ity, and I am sure made hundreds of 
thousands of people blush with shame. 

The incident was a reflection on the 
homes from which the people came. 
Well-mannered people don’t forget them- 
selves in the heat of passion. 

Otelia Connor. 

How to Save Lives 
This has been Traffic Safety Week, but 

that fact by itself probably has not 
served to reduce the number of this 
week’s entries in the accident record 
books. Careless citizens cannot be ex- 
pected to be cautious for one week,.and 
cautious citizens will observe this week 
as carefully as they do all of the other*. 
Regardless of constant pleas and warn- 
ings, regardless of statistics and predic- 
tions, regardless of costly road markers 
and traffic signals, people stubbornly con- 
tinue to kill and maim themselves and 
others on the streets and highways. 
Consequently, in the name of logic, it 
would seem high time to take some 
drastic steps to make traffic accident 
prevention effective. 

Has anyone ever considered urging the 
following reforms? 

1. Create a regulation requiring all 
automobiles to have a top speed of 55 
miles per hour. Statistics place speed as 
one of the top-ranking causes of acci- 
dents, and there are very few highways 
in the country on which the speed limit 
is more than 55. Then why ^continue 
with cars that go 90 and 100 miles an 
hour when they tempt the driver not 
only to break the law but to bring about 
his own destruction? 

2. Require city transit vehicles to have 
a top speed of 30 miles per hour. Even 
transit drivers can be tempted by 
“Demon Speed” when the schedule goes 
awry. The passengers should prefer 
safety and tardiness to nervousness and 
punctuality. 

3. Raise the age limit for issuing driv- 
ing permits to 21. Youth and reason 
are not easily brought together. There 
are undoubtedly some careful youthful 
drivers, but again, in the name of logic, 
it would seem best to deny the privilege 
to the minority to preserve the safety 
of the majority. 

4 Point out to automobile manufac- 
turers and gasoline companies that 
“quick get-away power” is both undesir- 
able and unnecessary. This privilege 
should be reserved for emergency ve- 
hicles. Added “get-away power” dis- 
courages the average motorist from tak- 
ing the time to look both ways before 
he starts. Its only advantage seems to 
be that he arrives at the next stop a 
few seconds ahead of the other cars. 

These few suggestions are radical, but 

when appeals to reason fail, something 
more forceful should be substituted. 
Particularly when the issue involves the 
preservation of human lives. 

Euna S. Johnson. 

Social Science in the Army 
I was once told of a high school which 

chiseled over the door of its new build- 
ing the seemingly appropriate adage, 
“Waste not your Hour.” The complete 
stanza of the Rubaiyat, from which this 
sobering phrase was lifted, reads: 
“Waste not your Hour, nor in the vain I 

pursuit 
Of This and That endeavor or dispute; 
Better be merry with the fruitful Grape 
Than sadden after none, or bitter, 

fruit.” 
A few days ago The Star correctly, 

but incompletely, quoted remarks of 
mine made at the George Washington 
University’s Career Conference. Out 
of context, the words appeared to make 
me say that the military departments 
are paying no attention to social science 
training for their officers. This is un- 
true. 

*..11_a._a. _*_i_± m 
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was as follows: I had been asked 
whether there are careers for men and 
women trained to a less-than-profes- 
slonal level in the social sciences. My 
answer was that there are. Some in- 
dustries increasingly require or foster 
social scientific and psychological train- 
ing for young people entering manage- 
rial careers. The military departments, 
too. in recent years have paid con- 
siderable attention to social sciences 
in their academies and staff colleges. 
They are also sending selected officers 
to civilian universities for postgraduate 
training in social sciences. This they 
have done in order to produce officers, 
not who are to be professional research- 
ers in these sciences, but who can bring 
to the management of men the psy- 
chological and other social-scientific 
techniques which are increasingly avail- 
able. This, as I said, is in gratifying 
contrast to older curricula Of military 
education, which furnished officers a 
basic knowledge of engineering and 
physical science in relation to material, 
but not of human sciences in relation 
to personnel. 

I hope that this may serve to correct 
your readers’ impressions about an im- 
portant trend in military training. 

Dwight W. Chapman, 
Executive Director, Committee on 

Human Resources, Department of 
Defense. 

Sedative Vacuums 
The item in your paper about Mr. 

and Mrs. Leonard Gibbons putting their 
baby to sleep by a vacuum cleaner is 
nothing new to us. 

When we first brought our baby home, 
we found he went to sleep every time 
we operated the vacuum. Thereafter, 
any time he was fussy or had a bad 
night, we y*ept our tank type cleaner 
right by his crib. When we turned it 
on, immediately he would stop crying 
and soon would be asleep. It saved us 
many a sleepless night. That went on 
for a year. 

What amused us was that "baby 
books" say babies are afraid of vac- 
uums. Our baby loved it. 

Mrs. Stanley Hoveland. 

Dope Peddling Penalties 
I agree in general with your editorial 

of April 23 regarding the proposal to 
increase penalties for dope peddling. 
However, I believe the penalties pro-» 
posed still lack sufficient severity. It will 
be recalled that kidnapping was not 
stopped until the extreme penalty was 
invoked. 

Dope peddling is the most heinous of 
crimes. I believe the following penalties 
are more in keeping with the seriousness 
of the offense: First offense, 10 years 
minimum: second-offense, life: peddling 
to minors, death mandatory. 

H. D. Anslow. 

This and That . . . 
By Charles E. Tracewell 

One of the great gains of spring is 
the ruby-throated hummingbird, which 
crosses the Caribbean to come to us. 

For many years the migration place 
was unknown. 

Today we know where it goes, in Cen- 
tral America, but still the wonder grows 
that it can do it. 

Not all the birds survive the journey, of 
course. Hundreds of them die. Their 
bodies are so small they are scarcely 
noticed. 

It is this small creature that comes to 

our gardens, and we should be grateful 
he flies so far to the very point we can 

enjoy, him most. 
* * 

He comes, whether we live in the city 
or the suburbs. 

In fact, there are probably more hum- 
mers in Georgetown, tpr instance, than 
in Chevy Chase, although this may be 
disputed. 

We have lived both places, however, 
and with one exception, saw more there 
than we see in Maryland. 

The exception was fully 100 hummers 
in a tree at ope time, a display long to 
be remembered. 

In the city, these birds come by twos, 
mostly, build their 'nestmostly unseen) 
and delight beholders by their intimacy. 

Two hummers at a window box are 
...fully the equivalent of 100 in a tree. At 
-least, that is the way we look at 4t. 

The hummingbird is about our'fmall- 

est bird, although some of the warblers 
may weigh less. 

The kinglet, both the ruby-crowned 
and golden-crowned, is tiny, indeed. 

But the ruby-throated hummingbird 
is so small one wonders how it ever 

manages its long migration flights. 
The nest is no larger than a walnut, 

and the eggs the size of the tip of your 
little finger. 

Usually two eggs are laid. 
The mother does the work, although 

the male helps in feeding. 
He also protects the nest, and no hu- 

man being should smile at this, because 
he is a furious fighter when he gets 
started. 

That he has impaled larger birds, 
even hawks, with his long bill, is open 
to dispute. There can be no doubt, 
however, that -robins and others that 
fool around his nest are in for dis- 
illusionment, if not actual pain. 

This tiny creature takes good care-of 
its young, and is valiant at all times. 

* * 

Hummingbirds like sugar-water, which 
may be given them jin glass tubes, 'those 
made of colored glass, with flaring 
mouths, are the best, but an ordinary 
bottle with wide mouth will do, or a 
test tube. ./ 

The sugar in the w*ter is not what the 
bird wants, particularly. The sugar at- 
tracts small insects, and^t Is these the 

parents want to take back to their mini- 
ature babies. 

All birds, regardless of species, or 
whether they are insect-eaters or seed- 
eaters, use small worms and insects and 
their eggs for baby food. These provide 
the protein the growing organisms need. 

So do not think the glass tubes are 
messy, when you see insects crawling 
over them. Do not clean them out, for 
it is precisely these insects the birds 
want and need. 

* * x 

Hummingbirds have been known to 
nest on light bulbs in street installations. 

They are exceedingly fond of all bell- 
like flowers, and especially those of piric 
and red shades. 

Old-fashioned petunias attract them 
to window boxes, where they may be 
watched at arm’s length. This is one 
of the great rewards of bird watching.' 
Scientists have told us how many flaps 
the wings make per minute, as the bird 
hovers over.a flower, but what difference 
does it mala? 

The perfection of this creature is what 
we should note. ; Its beauty, its wonder, 
its nearness to'the universal heart of 
things. In that heart there is war, but 
there is also beauty. In the heart of 
nature lies goodness, as well as evil. The 
universal heart can teach us to love as 
well as to hate. May the hummingbird 
tell us that^j 

The Political Mitt 

MacArthur Issue Thrust 
Into Partisan Arena 

Democrats Hurl Broadside 
To Support Truman's Story 

By Gould Lincoln 
The MacArthur issue has been thrust 

into the arena of partisan politics in a 
big way—although Gen. MacArthur in 
his address to Congress strongly op- 
posed such a course. The Democratic 
National Committee has just sent to 50.- 
000 party workers throughout the coun- 
try a broadside giving President Tru- 
man’s side of the story of the dismissal 
of Gen. MacArthur from his Par East- 
ern posts and arguments in support of 
the Truman policy in Korea as opposed 
to the more aggressive military policy, 
advocated by Gen. MacArthur. 

According to a statement by Demo- 
cratic National Chairman William M. 
Boyle, jr., on the front page of the 
broadside, President Truman welcomed 
the issue, and believed the American 
people would support him. As a mat- 
ter of fact, the President made the po- 
litical issue against Gen. MacArthur 
and his anticipated Republican sup- 
porters almost immediately after he had 
issued the order firing the general. He 
went' or the air 20 hours later and 
set up the idea that Gen. MacArthur 
and any one who supported him were 
moving to get this country into a third 
world war—and that he, Mr. Truman, 
was out to preserve world peace. It was 
only a few hours later that the admin- 
istration hatchet men were trying to 
picture Gen. MacArthur as a warmonger 
and the Republican Party as the war 
party, and the Democratic Party, headed 
by Mr. Truman, as the peace party. 

incredible but Political. 
Notwithstanding all this, Mr. Boyle, in 

his statement explaining the publica- 
tion of his broadside, accused Republi- 
can leaders in Congress with resorting 
to "almost unparalleled misrepresenta- 
tion in an effort to make political cap- 
ital out of this exercise of a proper 
presidential authority” (the dismissal of 
Gen. MacArthur). And Mr. Boyle added 
that members of the Democratic ad- 
ministration had refrained from inject- 
ing partisanship into the situation. An 
incredible statement, but Just as po- 
litical as the broadside put out by the 
national committee. Two days before 
Gen. MacArthur addressed the joint 
meeting of Congress, Senator Kerr of 
Oklahoma, one of the busiest gadflies on 
the Democratic side, and other Demo- 
cratic Senators were busy belittling Gen. 
MacArthur in the Senate debate—and 
they have never stopped in this attempt 
since. 

Republican gladiators. Including Sena- 
tors Taft, Wherry and Capehart, were 
not slow in rising' to this political bait— 
and debate. They have, indeed, espoused 
the MacArthur cause and his military 
program for the Korean war, including 
the bombing of Red bases in Manchuria, 
the blockade of Chinese ports and the 
aid of Chinese Nationalist forces on 
Formosa to invade the Chinese main- 
land. Whether they are right or not, 
and whether they intended to fall into 
the trap or not, they have agreed to 
meet Mr. Truman on the very ground 
he picked for political battle. 

Unci* #nr Ailranfav* 

They might have looked before they 
leaped. To Gen. MacArthur’s own 
advice—not to make a partisan political 
issue of himself and his military recom- 
mendations—they paid no attention. 
Also, they knew that Gen. MacArthur 
was to come before the Senate Foreign 
Relations and Armed Services Commit- 
tees within a few days and be given an 
opportunity to state his side of the 
case fully—laying all the cards on the 
table. In their haste to take political | 
advantage, as they saw it, of the tre- 
mendous personal ovation given Gen. 
MacArthur and the denunciation of 
Mr. Truman which accompanied it. 
they have continued day in and day out 
to attack, in the Senate and out, the 
Truman administration of affairs in 
the Far East. They have shouted for 
the scalp of Secretary of State Acheson 
and they have blamed the Far East 
policies of both the Roosevelt and 
Truman administrations for the build- 
up of the (tommunists—and they have 
been correct there. 

Mr. Truman and the Democrats, 
however, have continued to insist that 
the only real issue is whether the 
American people want to avoid a third 
world war by following the Truman 
policy in Korea or whether they want to 
take the risk of Gen. MacArthur’s policy, 
which they say is practically certain to 
bring world war. It’s an issue on which 
Mr. Truman has been supported by a 
very considerable number of Republican 
and independent newspapers. It’s an 
issue to which many Americans are 
giving thoughtful attention. 

One weakness of the Truman admin- 
istration in this affair lies In the sum- 
mary treatment of Gen. MacArthur, a 
great soldier and servant of the country. 
There, indeed, the people are solidly 
back of Gen. MacArthur. If his appear- 
ance before the Senate committees 
equals in appeal his appearance before 
the joint meeting of Congress, the 
President will have a tough time, peace 
issue or no peace issue. 

Questions and Answers 
The Star'e readers can get the answer to 

any luestion of fact by either writing The 
Evening Star Information Bureau. 1200 I street 
N.W.. Washington 6, D. C.. and Inclosing 8 cents 
return nostags or Hy telephoning ST. 7363. 

By THE BASKIN SERVICE. 
Q. What eventually becomes of the 

Gulf Stream after it reaches northern 
latitudes?—S. N. O. 

A. According to some authorities, 
after rotating slowly about a sinking 
center it disappears from the surface, 
probably falls to the ocean bottom and 
then moves back to the equator. 

Q. How many time zones are recog- 
nized in North America?—O. L. B. 

A. Seven. They are Atlantic <60 de- 
grees W.), Eastern, Central, Mountain, 
Pacific, Yukon and Alaska (150 de- 
grees W.). 

Q. What spice is fed to canaries to 
make their feathers red?—L. D. G. 

A. Paprika. A little added to the 
birds’ diet turns their plumage red. 

Q. How many nations have offered 
military assistance to the OK. in 
Korea?—J. P. 

A. Twenty-six. 

Proportions 
When I have troubles 

Larger than I, 
I take them out 

Beneath the sky. 
Just how. I never 

Understand— 
But the troubles shrink 

And J expand! 

j Jon* H. Merchant^ 


