
Civic Problems, Civic Bodies 
Citizens' Associations' Perennial Job; 
Gasoline and Alcohol Mixture Studied 

By Jesse C. Suter 
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A live citizens’ association under wide-awake, efficient leader- 
ship can always find some community job that will benefit the 
neighborhood and maintain the interest of the members. There 
are usually streets and alleys to be paved or repaired, trees to be 

planted or trimmed and drainage and traffic 
problems to be met. Schools are inadequate, 
need repairs or improved lighting. 

These are only a few in the miscellany for 
place in an association’s program of watchful- 
ness and action. Then there are the new people 
moving into the association’s area who need to 
be greeted and induced to join. To get them to 
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1 activity and accomplishment in which they have 
Fopportunity to have a part. 

Some associations lacking in imagination and 
leadership become “weary of well doing,” lose in- 
terest and just dry up because they can see noth- 
ing for the association to do. Nothing is more 
blighting to organized groups than for the mem- 

Jes»e c. Suttr. bers to become convinced that “there are no new 
Worlds tp conquer.” Fortunately there are some resourceful groups 
that are able to see beyond a restricted horizon that there are more 
Important civic problems ahead than ever existed in the past. 

Palisades’ Beautiful Homes Contest. 
The Palisades Citizens’ Association is sponsoring a contest to 

encourage the improvement of existing properties and beautification 
of lawns in the Palisades area. The contest is limited to improve- 
ments to the exterior of the house and to front lawns rather than 
rear gardens. 

The ^fsociation hopes that this contest will result in greater 
awareness of what can be done to all properties to enhance the 
beauties of the Palisades. Emphasis in the contest will be toward 
rewarding creative, effective, and economical efforts of Palisades1 
residents. 

Each entrant in the Beautiful Homes Contest must file an entry 
blr.n«v. “Before” and “after” pictures must be taken of homes and 
lawns to be entered in the contest. The contest will begin in May 
and end in October. 

For both houses and lawns, little things are important. Elimina- 
tion of numerous faulty or unrelated details may transform ugliness 
into a pleasing effect. Improvements and beautification should be in 
reasonable harmony with nearby acceptable surroundings. 

Chillum Heights Flower and Garden Contest. 
The Chillum Heights Citizens’ Association has announced that 

prizes will be awarded for the best flower gardens and the best kept 
yards this summer. The contest runs from April 1 to October 1. The 
association voted the required financial support for the contest after 
assurance by the sponsor of the resolution that he would cook a 
cnnahptii rfirmor if nnooccomr fn »•<-»ien m 
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This is a type of effort well calculated to increase interest and1 
enthusiasm. Such contests usually produce substantial increase in' 
membership and increase the acquaintance among residents of the 
area. It also stamps the community and its association as being wide 
awake. 

Many people are looking for just such an alert and friendly com- 
munity in which to make their home. 

Double Benefit of “Jap" Beetle Campaign. 
Associations that entered militantly in the campaign against the 

Japanese beetles have been rewarded twofold. They have either gotten 
rid of the beetle plague or greatly reduced it and at the same time 
have increased association membership. 

House-to-house canvassing in the interest of solving a recognized 
neighborhood problem by applying a definite, tested remedy is a sure 
way to become acquainted with the neighbors and arouse their in- 
terest in team work. It always pays big dividends. 

* * * * 

Society of Natives Leaves Federation 
At its meeting last Monday evening, the Society of Natives of 

the District of Columbia voted to withdraw from membership in the 
Federation of Citizens’ Associations, effective in October. Such idea 
has been under discussion in the society circles for some time. 

Proponents have held that the affiliation has largely submerged, 
the identity and influence of the society and given the impression 
that it is just another citizens’ association. Many other objection-: 
have been raised against'such membership, among which was the1 
fact that the society has no committee setup for the proper consid- 
eration of the numerous matters before the Federation for action.1 
The natural result has been that meetings were hurriedly induced 
to support proposals which had had no previous committee consid- 
eration and report. Such ill-considered actions, it is claimed, have 
not added to the prestige of the group. 

* * * * 

Relation of Alcohol to Traffic Accidents 
An expert study is to be made of the relation between'alcoholi 

and traffic accidents by Inspector Arthur E. Miller, retire^ assistant * 
superintendent of the Metropolitan Police. Mr. Miller, as a recog- 
nized traffic safety expert, is undertaking this important work for 
me nuici item nutumuuac Ad£>ui;iAiiull iUlU IlO Olie 15 06 bier quaillieu 
for the task. 

Inspector Miller gained wide recognition for establishing the 
Police Department Accident Investigation Unit and developing the 
Traffic School. He was also closely associated with the school safety 
patrol system. He is held in high regard as an able and courteous 
public official. 

It is generally conceded that gasoline and alcoholic beverages 
are a mixture not conducive to highway safety. But much desired 
information is lacking in order to determine the extent to which : 
the consumption of alcoholic beverages is to blame for traffic acci- 
dehts. This study will apply to the drivers of motor vehicles as well 
as to,pedestrians involved in traffic accidents. Considerable opposi- j 
tion has been encountered in subjecting such persons to tests to 
determine whether or not the person in question was under the 
Influence of alcohol. 

Valuable needed information is anticipated to result from Inspec- 
tor Miller’s thorough study of the question. 

• • • • 

A Week Too Short for Clean-Up Campaign 
The clean-up campaign, which officially ends today, covered 

too short a period. It should also have been timed to summer day-: 
light time so that every one would have more time for such work. 
Other civic campaigns frequently have to be extended, so why 
not run this one at least another week? 

Tuesday’s mail brought a fine letter of appreciation and sugges- 
tion from Supt. William A. Xanten of the Division of Sanitation. 
He expressed “the deep appreciation of this office for the excep- 
tionally able manner in which you present the facts regarding the 
Bubject of cleanliness and sanitation. Your article in last Sunday’s 
column on ‘clean-up week’ was splendid. 

“Our greatest trouble in this community,’’ he continued, “seems 
to be the fact that too many' people are of the opinion that the city 
is ‘clean’ to the point where their co-operation is not especially' 
needed. Nothing could be further from the truth, and until each 
citizen carries a full share of responsibility I am quite sure that 
Washington will not be the scrupulously clean city that we would 
all like it to be.” 

Mr. Xanten suggests two points which he would like to see 
stressed which in his judgment are relatively important. They are 
as follows: 

Information and Snirrcstinns. 

“(1) The habit of some householders in placing cut grass, hedge 
clippings and miscellaneous yard refuse in piles either in the alley 
or at the curb (or on vacant lots) for collection by street or alley 
cleaners. This is not only a violation of law but does not make 
sense, particularly in suburban areas, in that the majority of the j 
residential streets in these areas are only cleaned approximately 
once a month whereas if this material was placed with the weekly 
accumulation of trash it would be collected once each week. Fur- 
thermore, if such debris consists of non-combustible yard rakings 
(dirt, stones, etc.) a reasonable accumulation of this material mot 
over 3 bushels at one time) would be collected promptly upon requerf 
to th-* Sanitation Division (NO. 2140 or NA. 6000, Branch 584-585) 

“Much work has been done over the years by the foreman of the 
Sanitation Division and the police to curtail this practice, and ma- 
terinl progress has been made. The goal is complete elimination of 
wi:s unnecessary ana unsignuy proceaure. wmcn is oi course a most; 
difficult accomplishment in such a large and cosmopolitan com- 
munity. 

“(2) The tree space in front of a person’s property is under the 
care and keeping of the occupant. In many cases it is a difficult! 
task to maintain this space in a sightly manner, due to encroach- 
ment by pedestrians. Nevertheless, particularly in residential 
areas,” Mr. Xanten believes, “much improvement in the appearance 
of Washington would take place if the occupants of property would 
make special effort to beautify and properly maintain the tree 
box space in front of their residences.” 

• • * * 

Burning the Born to Kill the Rots 
“Am glad to see you take a stand against closing the public; 

comfort stations.” writes T. Russell Hungerford of Mintwood place. 
“To do so,” he continues, "is like burning the barn to kill the rats.! 
N"~ do I notice the uncleanliness of which you speak. Those that j 
I have occasionally entered are neat and clean, and there is no 1 

loitering.” 
Reference to the public convenience stations in bad condition 

and poorly operated, applied particularly to the one at Ninth and 
K streets N.W., and that on Pennsylvania avenue opposite Thirteen- 
and-one-half street. 

The retention of all of these stations and their efficient opera-j 
tian, maintenance and close supervision deserve the active interest! 
of the organized citizen groups. Prompt appeals should be made 
to the Commissioners and the District Committees of Congress for' 

affectlv^ 
action. 

Civic Calendar 
Hot-Rod Safety 
To Be Discussed 

Hot-rod safety recommendations 
for teen-agers will be discussed at 
a meeting of the Connecticut Ave- 
nue Citizens’ Association at 8 p.m. 
Thursday in the All Souls’ Epis- 
copal Church. 

Roger Foster, chairman of the 
safety and traffic committee, will 
lead the talk. The group hopes to 
eventually promote a “hot-rod 
derby” or something similar to the 
soap box derbies to “get teen- 
agers’ jallopies off the highways 
and streets,” according to Mrs. Jo- 
seph I. Miller, president. 

Commissioner F. Joseph Dono- 
hue will address the Palisades Ci- 
tizens’ Association at its election 
meeting Tuesday in the Palisades 
Field House. Presidents of all 
neighboring associations have been 
invited to be special guests at the 
gathering. 

Nominations will be held (by the 
Metropolis View group Tuesday at 
the Noyes School, and by the 
Northeast Council Thursday at No. 
12 Police Precinct. 

The week’s schedule follows: 
Tuesday. 

Arkansas Avenue—B u r d i c k 
School, Thirteenth and Allison 
streets N.W., 8 p.m. 

Brightwood—Paul Junior High 
School, Eighth and Oglethorpe 
streets N.W., 8 p.m. 

Columbia ■ Heights — Columbia! 
Heights Christian Church Hall.I 
1435 Park road N.W., 8 p.m. 

Metropolis View—Noyes School, 
renth and Franklin streets N.E., 
5 ji.m. 

North Cleveland Park—Hearst 
School, Thirty-seventh, between 
rilden and Quebec streets N.W., 
i p.m. 

Southeast Council—YMCA, 1700 
3ood Hope road S.E., 8 p.m. 

Palisades—Palisades Field House, 
Edmunds and Sherrier places 
N.W., 8:15 p.m. 

Wednesday. 
Association of Oldest Inhabi- 

tants—Old Union Engine House, 
Nineteenth and H streets N.W. 

Crestwood — Roosevelt High 
School, Thirteenth and Upshur 
streets N.W., 8 p.m. 

Washington Highlands—Patter- 
son School. Darrington and South 
Hapitol streets S.W., 8 p.m. 

Thursday. 
Connecticut Avenue—All Souls’ 

Episcopal Memorial Church. 
rVoodley place and Cathedral 
ivenue N.W., 8 p.m. 

Northeast Council—No. 12 Po- 
ice Precinct, Seventeenth street 

•) 
The National Gallery Orchestra, 

Richard Bales, conductor, will give 
a program tonight in the West 
Garden Court of the gallery at 8. 
Vernon Kirkpatrick, English horn 
player, and George Steiner, vio- 
linist, will play solo parts. 

The Washington Cantata Chorus, 
Ronald K. Arnatt, director, will 
give a program at the Church of 
the Ascension and St. Agnes, 
Twelfth street and Massachusetts 
avenue N.Wi', this afternoon at 5. 
Winifred Waldo, soprano; Mary 
Kennedy, mezzo-soprano; Claire 
Howard, contralto; Laurence R. 
Sears, organist; John Preston, 
pianist, will be the soloists. 

The Washington Music Teach- 
ers’ Association will hold its an- 
nual banquet tomorrow at 7 p.m. 
in Barker Hall. YWCA. Wilson 
Ewart, baritone; Betty Ewart, who 
will recite and sing, and Olga 
Bloecher Brunner, flutist, will give 
the program. Dorothy Radde 
Emery is the accompanist. 

The 28th annual convention of 
the National Association of Negro 
Musicians, Inc., will be held in 
hhl» nifltripf in Auoruct of T.innnln 

Congregational Church. 
The D. C. Music Association will 

hold a mass meeting at Lincoln 
Temple today at 6:30. Roberta 
Long, soprano: the Pomonkey 
IMd.) High School Glee Club 
and Edward Matthews, on the 
Howard University faculty, will 
sing. 

The music division of the Cath- 
olic University has organized a 
chamber music group under As- 
sociate Prof. Emerson Meyers, 
to be known as the Chamber Arts 
Society of the Catholic University 
of America. Ten concerts are 
planned to include varieties of 
instrumental ensembles. They will 
be free. Those who wish to have 
their' names placed on the mailing 
list should apply. The string 
quartet will consist of Werner 
Lywen, concertmaster of the Na- 
tional Symphony, and Paul Cianci, 
violins: John Martin, cello, and 
Norman Lamb, viola-, both first; 
chairman of their sections in the 
orchestra. 

md Rhode Island avenue N.E., 8 
o.m. 

Saturday. 
Federation of Citizens’ Associa- 

;ions—Board room of the District 
Building, 8 p.m. 

Trinidad Community Associa- 
;ion—Hayes School, Fifth and K 
streets N.E.. 8 p.m. Thursday. I 
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Corner 
On Coins 

By Ted Hammer 
Librarian, American Numiimatic Association 

While American businessmen 
are noted for their ability to meet 

emergencies of all kinds, this is 

not a new trait. 
Back in 1837, there resulted a 

serious shortage of coins of small 
denomination. This shortage was 
so acute that merchants were hard 
pressed to find enough cents to 
make change. Nearly a quarter- 
century later, when a similar 
emergency occurred at the out- 
break of the Civil War, postage 
stamps were used briefly for small 
change. But in 1937 stamps were 
not yet in use in the United States 
—so the merchants had tokens 
struck for use in lieu of the large 
cents. 

There were two main types of 
these tokens struck from 1837 to 
1841. These were merchants’ 
“cards,” which bore the advertise- 
ments of the firms issuing them, 
and political tokens. President 
Jackson had a fight on his hands 
over proposed national bank leg- 
islation and some tokens had in- 
scriptions pertaining to this battle. 
Many of the tokens, of copper, cir- 
culated along with the small 
amount of money of the period 
and the people apparently .ac- 
cepted them as readily as the old 
large cents minted since 1793. 

Hundreds of business houses 
used the advertising cards, getting 
a free advertisement as well as 
coming to the rescue of fellow 
Americans in providing coins for 
circulation. The tokens were is- 
sued in such large numbers, that 
it is not difficult today to obtain 
them from dealers. While many 
are sold at 25 to 50 cents each, 
some are scarce and cost up to sev- 
eral dollars. 

Ladies' Oriental Shrine 
Su-Zu Court of the Ladies’ 

Oriental Shrine of North America 
will participate in the following 
activities: 

Monday—8 p.m., past high 
priestesses will be the guests of 
Mrs. Freda Womeldorph. Initia- 
tion of Mrs. Icie M. Keadle into 
the Past High Priestess Spoon 
Club. Oriental Band rehearsal. 
Roosevelt High School. 8 p.m. 

Tuesday—8 p.m., business meet- 
ing, Stansbury Masonic Temple. 
All mothers will be honored. May 
Dirthdays honored. 

Thursday—Patrol drill, Roose- 
velt High School, 8 p.m. 

| Parent-Teacher Activities 
Whittier Elementary School 

Parent-Teacher Association will 
hold its annual summer round- 
up-health program at 9 am. Tues- 
day at the Whittier School, Fifth 
and Sheridan streets N.W. This 
roundup is for children 5 years of 
age, or who will be 6 by January 
15, 1952, and starting kindergarten 
at Whittier School in September. 
Dr. A. Cohen and Dr. W. Greaney, 
pediatricians, will give the chil- 
dren their phsyical examinations 
and Dr. S. Gerber and’ Dr. I. 
Schwartz, dentists, will examine 
their teeth. The school nurse will 
be present to consult with parents. 

Woodridge Elementary School 
Parent-Teacher Association will 

hold Its annual all-school lunch- 
eon at noon Tuesday at the school, 
Carlton and Central avenues N.E. 

Janney Parent-Teacher Associ- 
ation will hold its regular meet- 
ing on Tuesday at J:15 pun. in 
the school auditorium, Wisconsin 
avenue and Albemarle street NW. 
Election and installation of officers 
will take place at this time. 

Correction 
Collier P. Farrell was installed 

as commander of Brightwood 
Commandery, Knights Templar, 
and not of Columbia Commandery, 
as stated in The Sunday Star. 

Restaurant Group 
To Hear Vimmicombe 

Edward Vimmicombe of Mc- 
Cormick & Co., will speak on 
“Multiple Management" at a 
meeting of the Washington Res- 
taurant Association at 8:30 p.m. 
tomorrow in the Washington Gas 
Light Co. 

On Thursday night, the Master 
Plumbers’ Association will meet at 
8 p.m. in the Washington Gas 
Light Co. and the North Seventh 
Street Businessmen’s Association 
will meet at 8:30 p.m. in the No. 2 
police preminct, Fifth street and 
'Jew York avenue N.W. 

This 
Week 
Only... 
SAVE—8x10 Portraits of You 

• big 8x10 sepia tapestry 
portrait taken of you 

• hand-colored in oils 
• set in gold-plated frame 

COMPLETE 
for only 

Regularly 14.95 
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LAST 8 DAYS to hove your picture token for Mom's gift on 

Mother's Day, May 13 — take advantage of this sale NOW. 

n^oTraXsJ^TUri Floor No appointment necessary 

Cool Shadow Sheer 
« 

Dresses for Women 
Soft pastels in a shadowy self-print cool as a s 

breeze. A dress that will surely make a hit for 

Mother's Day giving. Pink, lilac, aqua, navy and 

white, 14V2 to 22V2. We show you just two from a 

wonderful group. 

W&L—North Building Women's Dresses, -Third Floor 
and Bethesda Budget Store 
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Powers Model Slips 
At this tiny price the very same slips that famous models 
demand for smooth fashion fit... for quick easy washability. I Left: Multifiliment crepe, white, in sizes 32 to 40. Right: 
Rayon and nylon, white only, in sizes 34 to 44. 

. Figure-making fi, f ”T 1 
• 4-gore faggoted I pleose send me Powers Model si|ps-_ I 

lines I I Style | Quantity | Color I 2nd Color [ Site I 

• T U' * ! I S_I_|_! • True bias cut, 32-44 I ] j | j j-j 
• Nylon overstitching j i-!-!-!-1_L 
• Lace and nylon trim Address.....Telephone. | 

] City-- State..: _ j 
W&L—North Building J □ Cash □ Charge □ C.O.D. 
Underwear, First Floor 1^ Please add 2% Sales Tax for Delivery in D. C. or Maryland 
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