
David Lawrence: 

U.S. Ignores the Protests of Allies 
An Agreement Will Be Made With the Government of Spain _ 

Because Bases There Are Essential to Collective Defense 
What strange goings on in 

the world of diplomacy! Just 
a few short weeks ago the 
United States was rent asunder 
by the cry that when Britain 
and Prance say they want some- 
thing done or that they want 
something undone, there must 
be no offending of our allies. 

Twas argued, too, that if 
America didn’t go along with 
its allies, the allies wouldn’t go 
along with us. and that we must 
not “go it alone.” 

Yet today, as Britain and 
Prance protest that they don’t 
want America to get naval or 
aif> bases in Spain or have any- 
thing to do with the Franco 
government there, the United 
States goes ahead anyhow. 

Prom both President Truman 
and Secretary of State Acheson 
come the firm policy that says 
bases in Spain are essential to 
collective defense and that, not- 
withstanding the protests of the 
British and French governments, 
an agreement will be made with 
the Franco government. 

Still ringing in the ears of 
members of Congress are the 
recent cries that overseas bases 
are so important that, if we 
ventured to asserfour maximum 
force in Korea against their 
protests, we would be alienat- 
ing our allies and that this 
would lose us bases in Europe. 
Again and again administra- 
tion members of the Joint 
Armed Services and Foreign 
Relations Committees of the 
Senate hammered those points 
home as they interrogated wit- 
nesses in the MacArthur hear- 
ings. Again and again the “yes 
men” among the administra- 
tion’s witnesses solemnly con- 
curred. 

What has happened since? 
Are we now defying our allies, 
deserting our allies—and "going 

it alone”? Or has the Ameri- 

can Government decided to do 

what it thinks is best for 

Europe’s defense notwithstand- 
ing the "Left Wing” protests 
that are powerful enough to 
stay the hand of the govern- 
ments in both London and 
Paris? 

For it doesn’t make sense to 
be reading about opposition by 
Britain and France Uy military 
measures designed primarily to 
help protect them. They could 
offer the argument on the Far 
Eastern controversy that all 
military forces wojild be needed 
for Euorpe’s defense and hence 
must not get bogged down in 
Asia. In this instance, the ob- 
ject is Europe’s defense. So 
when internal politics now in- 
fluences the .policies of the 
British and French govern- 
ments, it is inevitable that the 
American Government, which is 
supplying the bulk of the 
money and the bulk of the 
naval and air power for Europe’s 
defense, shpuld Anally decide 
to protect its own interests with 
adequate bases. 

There is another strange 
thing about the British view- 
point. In the case of the dip- 
lomatic recognition and British 
sponsorship of Red China for 
admission into the U. N., of- 
ficial spokesmen for Britain said 
again and again that, after all, 
ideological considerations are 
not vital in giving recognition 
and that the main criterion is 
whether a government is In 
military control of its territory. 
Certainly Gen. Franco and his 
government have complete con- 
trol of the territory of all Spain. 
Franco has been recognized— 
so why is his aid unwelcome? 

As for military-assistance proj- 
ects. the British-American plan 
to aid Tito in Yugoslavia brushes 

aside ideology, too. For he is 
still a Communist. 

Such inconsistencies merely 
illustrate the hypocrisy of pres- 
ent-day diplomacy. The specta- 
cle of the governments of Great 
Britain and France turning 
down a chance to get a 400.000- 
man army—as well as valuable 
bases beyond the Pyrenees, 
where big airfields can be oper- 
ated in relative safety, affording 
a separate approach to Rus- 
sian territory—is not one that 
the average American will un- 
derstand. To the non-political 
mind which. isn’t immersed in 
ideologies or politics, the matter 
of defense is a cold-blooded prob- 
lem of saving lives and build- 
ing up military strength to pre- 
vent a world war. 

Plenty will be said here in 
Congress about the strange be- 
havior of tfye British and French 
governments in urging that 
America send troops to Europe 
while at the same time declin- 
ing to make use of Franco’s 
troops. Plenty will be heard 
about whether it is wise to con- 
tinue furnishing more and more 
economic aid to Britain and 
France under the guise of stop- 
ping Communism when the aid 
of the most powerful anti-Com- 
munist regime in Southern Eu- 
rope is spurned. 

These are certainly days of 
strange arguments but it is grat- 
ifying that the President and 
the Secretary of State are not 
being swayed by the viewpoint 
of the British labor government. 
Who knows—maybe enough 
firmness will develop here to 
disregard also the protests of 
the British and French about 
a determined policy in the Far 
East. There may be occasion 
for this if the “cease-fire” par- 
leys turn out to be just a mili- 
tary tactic by the Communists. 
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Doris Flee son: 
» 

How Rayburn Depends on GOP 
A Small Minority Brave the Grins of the Majority 
To Side With the Democrats on Price Controls 

speaker Rayburn has pre- 
sided over the frivolous price- 
control sessions of the House 
with his customary reserve but 
the other evening he retired to 
his office and took pen in hand 
to commune with an old friend 
in Uvalde, Tex. 

"Dear John,’’ he wrote the 
original New Deal Veep, “we 
are not doing so good and 
we are making some mistakes. 
But we are still lucky. We 
can still depend on the Repub- 
licans to bail us out;." 

The small minority of Repub- 
licans who brave the derisive 
grins of their majority to side 
with the administration Demo- 
crats against the G. O. P.-Dix- 
iecrat coalition on price con- 
trol are expressing their agree- 
ment with Mister Sam’s con- 
tention. They believe that their 
party is handing President Tru- 
man the issues as It did during 
the 80th Congress. 

The so-called price-control de- 
bate in the House is, of course, 
not a debate at all; the maneu- 
vering is solely for political ef- 

feet and the individual speeches 
are for use as alibis if and when 
needed. The bill will be writ- 
ten in conference between the 
two Houses and only after the 
conferees on each side are ap- 
pointed will if be possible to 
predict what will emerge. 

That is why, looking for all 
the world like a bunch of gig- 
gling schoolboys, the same 
House which systematically gut- 
ted price control for 10 days 
voted Thursday for a 120-day 
over-all freeze. Knowing the 
conferees would take them off 
the hook, they were playing a 
trick, they thought, on the 
President which would be use- 
ful in campaign oratory but 
couldn’t trip them. 

What this implies about the 
average .Congressman’s opinion 
of the intelligence of the peo-‘ 
pie who sent him to Washing- 
ton is rather obvious. No such 
gloomy thoughts apparently are 
intruding upon the sessions 
whose overriding effect is one 
of frivolity. It can be said in 
behalf of the House that this 
is better than the lynch spirit 

which flared up so dramatically 
in the final Senate debate on 
price control last month; how- 
ever, it bears little relation to 
the scope of the issues involved. 

The legislative products of 
the coalition—or the lack of 
them—are indeed the main 
reason why some experienced 
politicoes seriously doubt that 
the Republicans can elect a 
President again. It is why 
some Democrats who are anti- 
Truman believe their only hope 
is to change their own party’s 
nominees. 

Speaker Rayburn in an 
amusing and astute speech too 
late at night to get the atten- 
tion it deserted in Philapelphia 
in 1948 twitted the Republicans 
for always going outside Con- 
gress to get “candidates who 
have led sheltered lives, away 
from the party’s record in 
Congress.” 

The real battle being fought 
within the GOP now is whether 
they will do it again or whether 
at long last, in the person of 
Senator Taft, they will stand 
up and fight on the record. 

Thomas L. Stokes: 

Senator Taft Will Play It Straight 
His Managers Now See Him as a Republican Harry Truman, 
Pointing Out Democratic Perfidy With a Jabbing Finger 

The campaign of Senator 
Taft for the Republican presi- 
dential nomination will have 
its New England summer road- 
side theater debut in a big clam- 
bake and Plymouth Rock jam- 
boree on July 29. It will wind 
up at the Rock, itself, with a 

speech by the Senator. 
A Puritan atmosphere will be 

provided for the celebration— 
sponsored by the Plymouth 
County Republican Committee 
—with appropriate costumes, 
old muskets and a procession 
in which the Senator will walk. 
He will, however, wear no dis- 
guise but appear in his business 
suit as Senator Taft, which is 
exactly the way his admirers 
all over the country like him. 

This ceremonial will not, of 
course, actually open the Taft 
campaign for the White House. 
That has been going on ever 

since his election triumph last 
fall. But it will give an op- 
portunity to redramatize it, so 

to speak, in the face of the cur- 

rent excitement about the dis- 

tinguished military figure known 

widely as “Ike.” 
The rising public interest 

in Gen. Eisenhower has, in- 
deed, magnified and complicated 
the problem of the Taft-for- 
President managers. That’s 
clear Its effect has been to 

step up the activity of the Taft 
promoters, among whom are 

some very skillfdl practical pol- 
iticians. They are very deter- 
mined, too, and ase likely to 
show little quarter for the gen- 
eral in what might be termed 
the “inside fighting,” though 
publicly, of course, they will ex- 

ercise restraint, for “Ike” is too 
popular a figure. Too blunt 
methods might act as a boom- 
erang. 

His champions figure this is 
Senator Taft’s big chance and 
they don’t intend for. him to 
miss it, though the appearance 
of a glamorous outsider such as 
Gen Ike is a decidedly dis- 
turbing element. They can re- 
call how on the Senator’s first 
time out bjck in 1940, when 
everything seemed so sure, their 
plans were suddenly upset by 
■a glamorous and fresh figure, a 

sleeper from the ranks of busi- 
ness, the late Wendell L. Will- 
kie, who came along at the 11th 
hour to sweep the convention 
before him. Senator Taft’s sec- 

^ ond chance — in 1948 — v^s 

spoiled by another figure, a pro- 
fessional this time. Gov. Dewey 
of New York had enough po- 
litical “it” to get a second nom- 
ination. 

Now along comes another 
outsider with crowd appeal. 
It hardly seems fair. Yet Joe 
Walcott finally made it by keep- 
ing forever at it, always the 
same old Joe, with his shuffling 
backstep, almost making it once, 
all the while growing older, 
and finally landing that jolting 
left after so many years and so 
many tries. 

The strategy is to play Sena- 
tor Taft straight—just Senator 
Taft. The character now is 
virtually trade-marked. like 
Harry Truman. 

As a result of the Senator’s 
overwhelming victory in Ohio 
last November, hi£ managers 
see in him a Republican Harry 
Truman—as to manner and 
technique, of course, not as to 
matter. They portray the pic- 
ture of Senator Taft in that 
campaign, speaking day after 
day in every corner of the State, 
telling his story, his right finger 
pointing out Democratic per- 
fidy to match those chopping 
gestures Harry Truman uses 
to slash at Republican perfidy, 
but employing both arms. Sena- 
tor Taft can be'just as effective, 
they claim, in a national cam- 
paign of the same sort. They 
stress the surprising strength 
he showed in labor precincts in 
Ohio despite the highly organ- 
ized and expensive labor cam- 
paign against him. 

Senator Taft will be offered 
as the one man who can, and 
will, draw the issue with the 
New Deal, Pair Deal philosophy 
which, his sponsors contend, is 
what the country needs. He is 

the natural combatant for that 
battle, they insist, and there is 
a feeling among them that, in 
the end, it will be Harry Tru- 
man, the original Pair Dealer 
himself, who will be carrying 
the banner on that side. They 
may be wrong there. 

As for Gen. Eisenhower, it 
is suggested hopefully that may- 
be Harry Truman will take care 
of the general, jn short that the 
President might see to it that 
General Ike is kept busy with 
his present mission, and thus 
kept from being a candidate, a 
solution that one politician can 
attribute to another in the trade 
without courting libel. They 
express confidence that Harry 
Truman is just as anxious to 
keep the general off the Re- 
publican ticket as they are. 

Could be. 
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Fletcher Knebel: 
_ 

« 

Potomac Fever 
The House votes to freeze wages and prices for 120 days. It’s 

called the "breathing spell” amendment because everybody still 
breathing is having a lit. 

* * * * 

Witnesses tell a Senate committee they paid Washington 
operator Sam D. Mason "sewer ’money” for Government contracts 
that never materialized. Many a nightmare starts with a pipe 
dream. 

* * * * 

President Truman says we’re shifting our policy toward 
Spain. In by-gone days we branded Franco as a ruthless dictator 
and now we’re happy to learn he’s still wearing our brand. 

* * * * 

The Senate Crime Committee calls off its Florida investiga- 
tion because Gov. Fuller Warren refused to testify under oath. 
The best politicians may lose their temper, but they never swear. 

* * * * 

Secretary of the Treasury Snyder creates an investigating 
squad to police the Bureau of Internal Revenue. There’s some 
suspicion that not all of your tax money reaches the point where 
Republicans can charge the administration with squandering it. 

* * * * 

Senator Taft says he won’t seek the presidential nomination 
"unless the Republican Party really wants me.” Unfortunately, 
Taft is never sure how the party’s feeling until the doctor calls 
him from the convention hall after the last ballot. 

* * * * 

President Truman, feuding with Senator Douglas, says the 
bar associations do not make his judgeship appointments. Under 
the Constitution, the President makes them with the advice and 
dissent of the Senate. 
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Lonstantine Brown 

Spanish Ties Are Only Military 
Admiral Sherman's Mission to Madrid Was to Discover 
If There Is Agreement on Future Strategy of Spain 

There is no plan whatsoever 
for a formal American-Spanish 
alliance at this time, according 
to highly authorized sources in 
Washington. 

Admiral Forrest P. Sherman 
went to Madrid to discuss with 
Generalissimo Francisco Franco 
only the details of military co- 

operation. The groundwork for 
such co-operation was laid by 
America^ and Spanish diplo- 
mats. The final touches were 

put to this historic agreement by 
members of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee, who 
visited the head of the Spanish 
government last week. 

According to reliable reports, 
neither the United States nor 
the Spanish government men- 
tioned the question of an out- 
right alliance. 

The strictly military discus- 
sion between Gen. Franco and 
Admiral Sherman which fol- 
lowed the general political ex- 

change of views between Gen. 
Franco and the American Sena- 
tors developed in an atmosphere 
of utmost cordiality. 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff 
have know for sometime that 
Spain was anxious to join in 
the defense against the grow- 
ing Communist aggressiveness. 
They also knew that Gen. 
Franco was willing to place 
naval and air bases at our dis- 
posal, provided we offered him 
the necessary facilities to mod- 
ernize them. Spain does not 
have the resources for such 
work. 
Our military men are also 

familiar with the strength and 
weakness of the Spanish forces. 
They know that Spain has an 
excellent ground force on active 
duty, larger than the combined 
forces of France and the other 
continental European allies. Be- 
hind this active force are 1 
million disciplined reserves, un- 

tainted by Communist ideology. 
But they also know that Spain’s 
military, and industrial equip- 
ment is deficient. 

Communications and trans- 

portation facilities are shot to 

pieces. They have only been 
patched up. not really repaired, 
since the end of the civil war. 

In order to make the Spanish 
army mobile it is essential to 
improve the main railway and 
road arteries of Spain. This 
program will work to the ad- 
vantage of Spain as well as 
that of the nations which are 

striving to build sufficient mili- 
tary power to discourage Soviet 
aggression. 

The Spanish army lacks mod- 
ern tanks and other types of 
heavy military equipment. 
These will have to be provided 
at first from the United States. 
But Spain has raw materials 
which could be utilized for the 
manufacture of such equipment. 
The factories have to be re- 
tooled and America alone is 
capable of providing the needed 
machinery. On all these points,, 
it is reliably reported, there has 
been tentative agreement. 

Admiral Sherman’s mission 
was to discover whether there 
could be a meeting of minds 
over the future strategy of 
Spain; what bases she could 
offer us and what we could do 
to strengthen her military po- 
tential. He jyas told frankly 
by the head of the Spanish 
government that in the event 
of a Soviet onslaught the Span- 
ish armies would co-operate with 
the other allies of the United 
States wherever the battles may 
take place, on condition that 
these troops are provided with 
adequate equipment. Our mili- 
tary never thought that Oen. 
Franco would send insufficiently 
armed troops across the Pyre- 
nees. 

As a result of these prelim- 

inary conversations it must be 
expected that assistance in the 
form of technical equipment will 
start flowing to Spanish ports 
in the near future. It is also 
expected that some heavy equip- 
ment—at least in sufficient 
quantity to provide for the 
training of some of Spain’s 
units—also will be sent from this 
country shortly. 

The question of financing 
these undertakings is up to 
Congress, which could either 
appropriate special funds for 
that purpose or provide them 
from the present $5,250,000,000 
asked by the administration for 
military help to Atlantic pact 
countries. 

This latter course would cause 
loud protests from London and 
Paris. How much heed Con- 
gress will pay to them depends 
on future developments. Por 
the time being, the clumsy at- 
titude assumed by French and 
British political men has an- 
noyed the leaders who hold 
America’s pursestrings. 

The strong “observations" 
from Downing Street and the 
Quai d’Orsay, warning against 
diverting NATO funds to Spain, 
are considered an interference 
with the policies of this country. 

More fuel was added to the 
fire by the statements by an 
official spokesman of the French 
government, that Spain would 
violate an old treaty with 
France if it granted air bases 
to the United States—which 
is the pillar of the North At- 
lantic Treaty Organization—in 
Spanish Morocco. 

The question may soon be 
asked in Congress whether the 
great European democracies are 
so engulfed in petty domestic 
politics as to challenge Ameri- 
ca’s right to make the best prep- 
arations for the common de- 
fense, wherever these are 
possible. 

YOU'LL BE 

CAPTIVATED, TOO 

If you’ve never seen the Polaroid 
Land Camera in action, you'll be just 
as amazed as the Chinese Reds were. 

Sixty seconds after you snap the shutter 
you take a sharp, clear print from the 
back of the camera ... like magic! 

You’ll be proud of the superlative 
quality of the new black-and-white 
Polaroid prints and wonder why 
you’ve waited so long to see your pic- 
tures. It’s the perfect vacation camera. 

You can mail prints home from day to 

day... note names, dates and places on 

the back of each print as you snap it... 
keep your vacation album up to the 
minute as you go along. 

The Polaroid Camera is not for sale 
at any price in Red China •*- but the 
photo dealer right in your town will 
show you one at only $89.75. Ask him 
about it. He’ll tell you how his other 
customers have fallen inwove with it — 

and you will, too. 
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i A THRILL FOR YOUR VACATION 

SNAP IT! A sing!* setting adjusts both lens 
and shutter speed. Simply focus, aim, snap! ■ 

It's easier than most cameras. Then pull a 

paper tab bnd ... 

SEE ITI Sixty seconds later, lift out your 
beautiful black-and-white print (314" x 4!4*). 
No tanks. No liquids. Film and camera do it 
all in just sixty seconds. 

! 

SHOW IT! There's no thrill like having your pictures on the spot 
at the very moment they mean the most, while everyone is 
there to share the fun. 
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