
The Passing Show 

It's a Busy, Happy Beehive 
Where Guild Se Is Tickets 

By Jay Carmody 
The busiest theatrical center in Washington is a small room, 

Number 120, on the mezzanine floor of the Raleigh Hotel. 
This is where Bess Davis Schreiner and a couple of colleagues 

are selling between 60,000 and 70,000 seats to Theater Guild plays 
at the Gayety next season. 

a ruum »u small uccupica oy 
people concerned with a project so 
vast should be a bedlam. This one 
isn’t. A man can walk in, climb 
around a desk and a casual chair 
or so, and find a seat out of the 
paths of Miss Schreiner, her col- 
leagues and the customers. On the 
whole, it is a most congenial at- 
mosphere and American business 
—particularly show business which 
is supposed to be the surliest one 
—could learn from it a valuable 
lesson in polite friendliness. 

Human relations could not be 
nicer at a wedding or one of those 
other tribal rites which make 
people satisfied just to be people. 

* * * * 

Miss Schreiner, a practised host- 
ess in what is a downright gigantic 
theater party, is not at all sur- 
prised that this is the way it is 
around Room 120. 

“Why should it be otherwise?” 
she wants to know. “These people 
all want to go to the theater and 
we want all of them to go to the 
theater, so we just work it out. 

Naturally, there are burry mo- 

ments now and then, but not often. 
I guess we like each other enough 
to regard problems as mutual and 
solutions as mutual, too.” 

A practical demonstration of 
how the system works accidentally, 
or providentially, fell to this Guild 
visitor’s lot. 

Mrs. Sylvia Horowitz of Falls 
Church came in to buy a pair of 
seats for herself and Mr. Horowitz 
for the seven plays of the 1951-52 
season. 

Mrs. Horowitz knew just what 
she wanted because, she admitted, 
Mr. Horowitz had told her. These 
were seats in the center, on a 

Monday or Friday night, anywhere 
from the third to the 10th row. 

As an old. unofficial expert on 

Gayety seat merits, we were in- 
troduced and allowed to join Mrs. 
Horowitz and Miss Schreiner at 
the charts which show which seats 
are already sold and for what 
performance. 

Having two Wednesdays and two 

Fridays to choose from, Mrs. Horo- 
witz ended up with two seats on 

the aisle, left center, Row C. 
She hoped she was not a bother, 

being so explicit, but Mr. Horo- 
witz and she are going back to 
to the theater regularly for the 
first time in 11 years, and she 
tvanted it to be like it was when 
they went back in their courtship 
days. 

Miss Schreiner assured her she 
was no bother at all. 

She was much easier to satisfy, 
for instance, than the old. old 
Guild customer who wanted her 
seats moved, after all these years, 
from behind the tall man who ha4 
been blocking her view. That cus- 

tomer’s problem, by the way. was 

solved by moving her into the two 
seats behind this critic who not 
only is not a tall man but slumps 

one might fancy detecting a 

faintly immoderate enthusiasm 
for the thousands of balcony regu- 
lars. 

"How they love the theater, 
those who go in the less expensive 
seats.” she says. "Every year, it’s 
the same, there are so many espe- 
cially on the week-end nights who 
want the series of balcony seats. 
I don’t know what to do with 
them—but we always manage 
something.” 

Miss Schreiner considered this 
dilemma for a moment in silence. 

"If I only could convince them, 
the dears, that they really won’t 
have to stay up too late—11:30 
ought to see most of them in bed— 
on the other nights. Moreover, it 
is only seven nights out of the 
whole season that they would 
have to change their sleep pat- 
terns. 

“But, do you know. I’ve never 
really been able to make them see 
this.” 

She keeps trying, like any per- 
fect hostess trying always to make 
herself better. 

The Waste of It! 
By the Associated Press 

HOLLYWOOD. 
It took six sittings and three 

weeks to complete the strapless 
red chiffon evening gown Teresa 
Wright wears in “California Con- 
quest.” 

In the scene she wore it, Teresa 
rushed from a dance floor to find 
her father shot and dying. In 
less than a minute she tore the 
dress to rags, using them to try 
and stop the flow of blood. 

Hollywood Diary 
Watch Hubby Make Love? 
Not Mrs. John Lund 

— By Harold Heffernan- 
HOLLYWOOD. 

The wives of most top stars 
would leap at the chance to get 
any kind of a small role in their 
husbands’ pictures—just to be 
able to police the old boy while 
he’s moving in. on the heroine. 
But not Mrs. John Lund. 

The former conover model-.and 
prominent stage actress before 
her marriage turned down a role 
in U-I’s “the battle of apache 
pass” because she didn’t want to 
watch her mate make love to 
Beverly Tyler. 

“It isn’t that I’m jealous.” said 
Mrs. Lund, in refusing Director 
George Sherman’s proffer, “but I 
just get self-conscious when John 
has to moon over some other 
woman. His love scenes are all 
in a day’s work in the movies, but 
there’s no rule that says a wife 
has to witness his labors.” 

* * * * 

Cary Grant, not nearly so well- 
tailored as he w'as as the high 
society doctor-hero of “people will 
talk,” was the cameramen’s 
unanimous choice ac he and wife 
Betsy Drake hit the kleig lights! 
for the Chinese theater premiere! 
of his latest picture. 

This was all a little embar- 
rassing, too, for many prominent 
personalities who followed in 
Cary’s wake were utterly neg- 
lected. Corinne Calvet fooled ’em, 
however. After being lost in the; 
shuffle, she walked out and in all] 
over again after the grant com-i 

motion had cleared, thus getting! 
her rightful share of huzzahs and: 
snaps. 

One tragic note to the festivi- 
ties was the chummy greetings 
exchanged by Sally Forrest and 
Isabelita as they met in the aisle. 
Both were dressed to the hilt, but 
both wore duplicate silk net eve-1 
ning cloaks. This seemed the only 
fashion mishap of the evening. 

Virtually mum for the past 
three weeks, due to a throat op- 
eration, Betty Hutton is making 
up for that lost vocalizing time. 
All the way to her seat with her 
new beau, Norman Krasna, she 
sang “Come Onamy House”—and 
good, too. * * * * 

Though he hasn’t made a 
movie in seven years, John Boles’ 
fan mail is cluttered with queries 
as to why he doesn’t return to the 
screen. 

One answer could be that Boles 
likes those night-club singing en- 
gagements better because in his 
own words, “I’m the rovin’ kind.” 
He relaxes better, he claims, in an 
airplane than in his own bed back 
here in terra flrma Hollywood. 

Another could be that John is, 
in the jargon of the day, “well 
stacked” in coin of the realm, and 
can well afford to pick and choose 
his professional chores. Chalk it 
off to luck or just Texan shrewd- 
ness, but no Hollywood star has 
ever managed so well on invest- 
ments—real estate, stocks, anv- 
thing you name. He’s known 
around Beverly Hills as “The 
Smiling Landlord.’’ 

Just to bring the Boles “work 
and win” story up to date, he’s 
been spending much of his time 
the past few weeks making per- 
sonal appearances at the front 
offices of several aircraft com- 
panies, walking out with more 
than $2 million worth of contracts 
for the two war-manufacturing 
plants he recently acquired. 

(Released bj NANA.) 

Where and When 
Current Screen Attractions 

and Time of Showing 
Stage. 

Arena — “The Importance of 
Being Earnest"; 8:30 p.m. 

Carter Barron Amphitheater, 
Rook Creek Park—"Faith of Our 
Fathers”; 8:40 p.m. 

Screen. 
Ambassador — “On Moonlight 

Bay”; 1:00, 3:10, 5:20, 7:30, and 
9:45 p.m. 

Capitol—“The Prince Who Was 
A Thief”; 11:00 a.m., 1:45, 4:30, 
7:15, and 10:00 p.m. Stage shows: 
12:50, 3:35, 6:20 and 9:05 p.m. 

Columbia—“Take Care of My 
Little Girl”; 11:40 a.m„ 1:40, 3:40. 
5:40, 7:40 and 9:40 p.m. 

Dupont—"Kon-Tiki”; 1:05.2:55, 
4:45, 6:30, 8:20 and 10:10 p.m. 

Keith’s—“Cyrano de Bergerac”; 
11:15 a.m., 1:20, 3:25, 5:30, 7:35 
and 9:40 p.m. 

Little—"Born Yesterday”; 1:25, 
4:05, 6:55 and 9:40 p.m. 

Metropolitan—"Pickup”: 11:15 
a.m.. 12:55, 2:40, 4:25, 6:10, 7:55 
and 9:40 p.m. 

National — "Rawhide”; 11:30 
a.m., 1:10, 2:55, 4:35, 6:15, 8:00 
and 9:40 p.m. 

Palace—“Show Boat”; 10:30 
a.m., 12:45, 3:00, 5:15, 7:30 and 
9:45 p.m. 

Pix—“All the" King’s Men”; 
2:35, 4:55, 7:15 and 9:35 p.m. 

Playhouse — "Tales of Hoff- 
man”; 2:30 and 8:30 p.m. 

Plaza—“La Ronde”; 10:40 a.m., 
12:15, 1:55, 3:35, 5:15, 6:55, 8:30 
and 10:10 p.m. 

Trans-Lux—“Alice in Wonder- 
land”; 9:15, 11:05 am., 12:55, 
2:45, 4:35, 6:25, 8:15 and 10:05 
p.m. 

Warner—“On Moonlight Bay”; 
11:00 a.m., 1:10, 3:30, 5:30, 7:40 
and 9:55 p.m. 

so far into his seat that it some- 
times looks empty. 

* * * * 

Miss Schreiner, when the cus- 
tomers are not keeping her occu- 
pied. will explain that she thinks 
of herself as playing a gigantic 
chess game, moving her 8,000 to 
10,000 Guild subscribers (for 7 
plays' over a chess board that rep- 
resents a chart of the Gayety. 

The system is to take care of 
old subscribers first, to give them 
their regular locations so far as 

possible. Some of these have had 
the same seats for 15 years, a lot 
of them balcony customers, and 
regardless of the fact that the 
Guild transferred last season from 
its old, closed National stand to 
the Gayety. 

“You should have seen them 
beam to find they had the same 
seats, and with the same neigh- 
bors,”’ Miss Schreiner says. “Of 
course, this was not true of every- 
body.” 

* * * * 

The charts of Guild subscription 
sales are pretty dramatic. They 
reveal a lot of interesting things 
about theatergoing habits, as for 
instance the fact that Monday and 
Friday nights are the best nights, 
or the most popular ones. These 
are are performances that give 
Miss Schreiner the most trouble, 
the ones that make her feel she's" 
losing the chess game. 

Matinees, both Wednesday and 
Saturday, are in great demand— 
and the Wednesday matinee 
crowd has changed the least of 
all in the 15 years Miss Schreiner 
has been with the Guild here. She 
knows thousands of the customers, 
by the way, most of them on an 
old-friend basis. 

She has no favorites among 
tViom at looct cho nrvt hitt 

AMUSEMENTS. 
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ft miles from Chain Bridge on Rt. 1*3.3 

Stoge Shows ★ New York Cast! 
Tonight at 8:40 

Tommy Brent & Jim Garwood 
Presents 

"LIFE WITH FATHER" 
$1.00. $1.50 Plus Tax—Elmwood 3990 

(ATLAS 
STAGE THEATRE 

1331 H St. N.E. Tel. AT. 8300 
Buses U2 and X2 tn front of White 

House airect to theatre) 
Powerful Broadwav Hit: 

“THE RESPECTFUL 
PROSTITUTE” 

with Norma Hunter fin person) 
Gall Opining Tuisday, August 7 

Every Eve. at 8:30 except Monday 
Matinees Sats. & Suns, at 2.30. R5< 
1 20. 1 80. 2.40. 3 'Tax Included) 
— SEND MAIL ORDERS NOW — 
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Introducing the Screen's 
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THE SEAS Of THE WORLD.' 
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mil PLAY 3 THEATRES AT ONE TIME 

WARNER • METROPOLITAN • AMBASSADOR 

AMUSEMENTS._ 

rrRCM srsix 

POWER HAYWARD 

Rawhide I 

!fc,< l*ST °AY 
Now< Tales of 

Hoffmanri 
starring MOIRA SHIARtR 

<«ior b. TfCHNICOlOR 
JfSftvK] iejts At All Performances Oaii/ at 2 30- $1 20. $1 50 8 Jl 80 
?*fn,n*at 8 30-J1 20 $180 $2 40 

PLAYHOUSE (tTTrIsi 

“THE IMPORTANCE 
OF BEING EARNEST” 

"A glossy iob on Wilde’s pure nonsense 
Carmodv. 
"Delectable comedy Arena should 
have one or its biggest hits.” Coe. 
"Elegant satirical nonsenseSchier. 

Eves.. Tuts, thru Suu., 8:30 P.M. $1.90 
Sat. Mat., 2:30 P.M .*1.50 DI. 859* 

AIR-CONDITTIONED Hippodrome, 9th & N. Y. 

I 

I 

WED. & THUR. 
(1 P.M.COHT.) 

LANZA 
m M-G-M 

I 
TECHNICOLOR FIESTA 

^—T>lus-^ 
"TheWASTof 
HEN ORLEANS" 

YEARS IN THE MAKING . __ 
AT LAST YOU CAN SEE IT! WASHINGTON premiere today 
---— DOORS OPEN 9:00 A.M. 

TBtJkAiS-M. (UX 
Presents 

A magnificent film adaptation of Lewis Carroll's immortal 

classic. Produced in a new technique, best described as 

a movie miracle combining live action and ingenious 
puppetry, this authentic and authoritative version of the 

famous story being hailed throughout the world. Ernest 

Irving, England’s foremost Lewis Carroll authority, says.* 

“this is the best and only way to present ‘Alice’.” You will 

join in the praise . you will want to he among 

first to see it! 

LOU BUNIN’S magical merger 
of live action and puppetry! 

CHILDREN 

AT ALL TIMES 

,\ A <h t * 
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[■ 

9<irrta| 
ANTON WALLBROOK 

SIMONE SIGNORET SERGE REGGIANI 
SIMONE SIMON DANIEL GELIN 
DANIELLE D.ARRIEUX FERNAND GRAVEY 
ODETTE JOYEUX JEAN-IOITS BARRAULT 
ISA MIRANDA GERARD PHILIPE 

»«* try OSCAR STRAUSS 

Roth'* PLAZA 
_ NEW YORK AVE. AT I ATM ST. 

—. —al 

AMUSEMENTS.AMUSEMENTS. 

piVW!' n0lll, THE OOORSOtW 1-30PM Y’Ujff'/ ‘ 
STORY OF A BIG SH0L>5*«J^| his morals, his manners,and his women! |J|| 

COEUMBIA PICTURES presents M *| V j 
ROBERT ROSSEN'S PRODUCTION ofj fJmn 

All the.'^Py ’^fTi 
Kind’s Men L. 

Based upon the Pulitzer O Prize Novel "All The King s Men" um 
\ by Robert Penn Warren • with Broderick CRAWFORD 0 

* Joanne DRU • John IRELAND • John DEREK Mercedes McCAMBRIDGE ?f 

ft -——-■ -— 

“Best British comedy this year!’* 
-Afck+r W<«sfcft# H. Y. fort « • 

"Delightfully play id for 
laughs!" -cur STARTS TOMORROW •- 

"Delightful! Recommended! 
—Joe Pihodno. Htrald Tribunt 

"loads of light-hearted, 
irresponsible fun!" 

—Alton Cook. Wld-Ttl* t Sun 

“Rollicking... loaded with 
chuckles and guffaws!" 

—tos/ey Crowthtr, N.Y. Times 

jo 

C££/l 'MN£ CMWMPD -D£R£K BOND 
DOORS OPIN 10:30 AM 

«l* CONOITtONI» 
* CONTINUOUS PIRFORMANCCS 

TLa Dl AVUAIICC at rioular playhousi 
■ H® ■ LATMOllJt PRICKS • MATINKKS 'TIL S-r»5S< 

> ... ■■ ISH. AND H STRUTS SI. ISOO MATINIIS TIL !-»<. 
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Tony CURTIS> Piper UURIE 

JAN AUGUST 

EiCHAZ 
CHASE FRED LOWERY 

-THURSDAY- 
“HALF ANGEL” 

TichmMlir / 
LORETTA YOUNSJCSEPH COTTEH i 
\ On Stag* • In P*r*on / I 
ASiigiif Stir *f "tiur Hit iirili."// 
■A SNOOKY LAWSON MT 

Ml □ 
■■ ] ROW OpM 10:1! 

7^ 
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• GARDNER KEEL 
tetH'llneiGwIlHi 
1- THURSDAY -1 

■KIRK DOUGLAS It Ns Stutest bit 

[5iM “ACE IN THE HOLE” / 
COOL JARSTERLIRS / 

\ ftetoet Ml OirtcteA ky j J. 
mmnwa a hilly wimp jy 

IjiSwojnM*^^" 
|l lAKECAIEOFMYUnUMH | 
\g-CHAW betiifsw. 
^- 

To Re-live Our Country*s Birth p 

FAITH OF OUR FATHERS 
t I An exciting journey into the past that 

|produced today’* America . polka* 
dancing Colonial belles, velvet coated 
cavaliers, ballad singers, Indians and 
witches roaring cannon and ruffling 
drum , . prancing horses and golden 
carriages the unparalleled drama of 

I brave men whose vision and patriotism 
made ours a free land! 

I Set this brilliant spectacle by Paul Green 
TONIGHT at 8:40 * * 

t CARTER BARRON AMPHITHEATRE 
16th St. and Colorado Avo. N.W. 

Armchair Scats 

ST. 0700 /jtr* parking TA. 1875 
Orchestra Chorus Ballet and Cast of 150 

Tickets 75e Reserved Sects $1.50 

BPJPPBI LAsTtThIES TODAY — “CYRANO de Bergerac" 
~ 

IliRKO KEITH’S?! 
AH |||^^gpg^^^JgpGeMSMr 

I® There Is Only ONE WAIT DISNEY'S jj 
"ALICE IN WONDERLAND" And ' 

RKO Is The Only ONE Theatre In Town 

e AmazingT^^SEAUSLAND">and>''BE/WER VALLEY"il 

Girls! 8 to 14 years! Enter the search for Washington’s “Alice in Wonderland” contest 
sponsored by WTOP-TV, the Hecht Co., RKO Keith’s Theater See Mark Evans and 
Elinor Lee tonight on WTOP-TV, Channel 9, at 7 P.M. for complete details; or in the 
lobby of RKO Keith’s Theater. 
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