
The Passing Show 

Ann Corio's Anna Lucasta 
Is Week's Olney Heroine 

By Jay Carmody 
The trouble with "Anna Lucasta” at the Olney Theater this 

week is the old one that it never was much of a play. True, it had 9 
certain fiscal success on Broadway after being transposed into Negro 
idiom and given a facile colored cast. These inspired revisions lifted 
the play above itself, minimizing its defects without eliminating them. 

The flaws are always visible 
when the play reverts to Philip 
Yordan's original and that is what 
it has done in the Olney produc- 
tion starring Ann Corio. 

Naturally, there is a piquancy 
in seeing the former first lady of 
burlesque in anything, even “Anna 
Lucasta.” She is always an ap- 
pealing figure of a girl and as 
sincere a performer as ever under- 
took the task of entertaining the 
public. To Yordan’s poignant 
prostitute who tried to go straight 
and found the cards stacked 
against her, she gives an ad- 
mirably earnest try. 

It fails because “Anna Lucasta” 
is not worth so much of effort in 
view of the fact that its author 
left far too much for any actress 
to redeem of a badly written play. 
Vivien Leigh, Margaret Sullavan, 
or any other performer one can 
think of would find the odds quite 
as hopeless as Miss Corio and they 
are much more experienced in 
harvesting figs from such thistles 
as Yordan’s. 

* * * * 

Even the weather is against 
“Anna Lucasta” in August. In 
spite of a multitude of willy-nilly 
comedy moments, it is a tragedy. 
Bad girls who wish they could be 
good again are always unhappy 
figures and when every circum-i 
stance combines to thwart their 
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nothing for it but that everyone 
shall be unhappy with them. 

This is no fun for summer 
theater audiences unless it in- 
volves irresistibly brilliant writing. 
“Anna Lucasta" is nothing of the 
kind. It is rather a pretentious 
sort of windmill tilting in which 
the playwright keeps getting 
knocked back on his pathetic little 
ego. 

The consequence of this is that 
except when Hilda Sims was the 
heroine, Anna Lucasta gets far less 
sympathy than the actresses who- 
play her, Paulette Goddard, Miss 
Corio or someone else. 

* * * * 

A minor bit of dramatic interest; 
attaching to the Lucastas in the 
current version is the change in; 
their genealogy. When Yordan1 
first created them, they were a 

Polish family in Scranton, Pa. In 
the days of their Broadway suc- 
cess, they were Negroes. At Olney, 
they are whites, still living in 
Scranton, but emigres from Ala- 
bama where they tired of poor 
whitehood and came north to inch 
ahead if it could be managed. 

Whatever their lineage, the Lu- 
castas carry on pretty much the 
tame way. 

The prettiest one of them, and 
the most promising, is Anna but 
Anna has sinned and become an 
outcast. Her emotionally warped 
father has screamed that she can't 
come home again, but Anna does. 
When it seems likely that there is 
a chance to marry her off to the 
$800-rich son of an old family 
friend, the younger Lucastas bring 
her back as bait for the $800. 

When she and the young man, 
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was one, fall sincerely in love, this 
applecart is upset. This is minor, 
however, as compared with the 
upset that follows when this de- 
cent, redeeming love is destroyed 
and Anna returns to her old life 
on the Brooklyn waterfront. 

* * * if 

To anyone not an absolute ex- 
pert on Scranton girls who go 
wrong, Miss Corio seems a reason- 
able representation of one. Cer- 
tainly there is no question that; 

TONIGHT! 
Oscor Wilde's comedy 

“THE IMPORTANCE 
OF BEING EARNEST» 

"A glossy iob on Wilde’s pure nonsense," 
CARMODY. 
"Delectable comedy Arena should 
have one o1 its biggest hits.'" COE. 
"Elegant satirical nonsense," SCHIER. 
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Sat. Mat., 2:30 P.M .$1.50 DI. 8592 
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Green's Daringly Brilliant 

CAST, CHORUS, 
BALLET—150 Y 

CARTER BARRON jl A 
AMPHITHEATRE 

16th St. & Colorado // If 
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her opportunities to get into 
trouble must be virtually un- 
limited and she gives a fair imita- 
tion of a girl who is quite uncom- 
fortable that life turned out the 
way it has. 

That test on which she fails, 
along with others in the part, is in 
the second act. In the course of this 
10-minute interval, she is asked 
to reverse the whole bitter, sordid 
course of her life in a cleansing 
love-at-first-sight look at the good 
young man up from the South. 
Miss Corio gives it a try, aided by 
the prayers of her mother and 
the obvious decency of her suitor, 
but it all looks like something 
that couldn’t happen in a play, 
much less real life. 

* * * * 

It is an apparently earnest ef- 
fort that the company at Olney 
makes to keep the unwitting ecm- 
edy of “Anna Lucasta” from over- 
powering the essential tragedy. It 
is, as usual however, a conspicu- 
ously wasted effort. Except for 
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man. the Lucastas and their as- 
sociates are impossible to take se- 
riously. The first two, so vastly 
outnumbered and outtalked, never 
have a chance. 

Margaret Hamilton, Mary Perry, 
Mary Haynesworth, Donald Foster^ 
Arthur O'Connell, and Earl Rowe 
are the most useful of Miss Co- 
rio’s associates in giving “'Anna 
Lucasta” its best moments. 

Even these are pretty thor- 
oughly stymied by the flagrant in- 
consistencies of Yordan's play. 
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I Singing Star of "Your Hit Parade" f -T 

SNOOKY LANSON 
GEORGIA KAYE Jest for Laughs 4T'M 

LATHROP & LEE # DAVE & DOROTHY WORKMAN 
Tap Dancing Musicalities 

SAM JACK KAUFMAN A Famous Capitol Theatre Orchestra 
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Ends Today# “The Prince Wild Wa* a Thief,” Technicolor 
CAPITOL On Stage—Jan August, Chai Chase, Fred Lowery 

Experienced Advertisers Prefer The Star 

ONLY HALF?—Loretta Young 
plays the leading feminine role 
in “Half-Angel,” due tomor- 
row on the Capitol Theater’s 
screen. i 

Right Answer, 
Wrong Number 

By the Associated Press 

HOLLYWOOD. 
A studio advertising man tele- 

phoned Gregory Peck regarding 
some commercial tie-ups for the 
actor's latest film. 

A wpman answered. 
“Mr. Peck, please,” he said. 
“Who?” 

“Gregory Peck. Is Mr. Peck 
there?” 

“You’ve got the wrong number. 
And beside, do you think I’d 
waste my time answering the 
phone if he were here?” 

Senator Johnson to Speak 
The Lutheran Layman’s Fel- 

lowship will hear Senator John- 
son, Democrat, of Colorado, at its 
monthly luncheon tomorrow at 
12:15 p.m. in the Senate Family 
Dining Room. 
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"Comic content is developed "Completely delightful." 
with rare skill!" -Nfwswrw t 
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"Rollicking ... Loaded with 
chuckles and guffaws." 

—Io*/«y Crowfhtr, NT. TIMES 

"Best British comedy this 

yeae!" 
-Archtr N Y. foti 

MOVIE OF THE WEEK: 
-QUICK Mogatm* 

Washington 
Premiere 
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Tommy Brent & Jim Garwood 
Presents 

"LIFE WITH FATHER" 
SI.00. f1.50 Pins Tar—Elmwood 3900 

SWIM 
Pool open* of 10 A.M. Thrill- 

ing ride* and amusement*. 
Free parking. Free picnic 
ground*. Glen Echo or 

Cabin John streetcar. 
Park open at 1 P.M. 
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(Just 5 Miles Prom the White House) 
Tonight Thru Saturday 

CROSS ROADS THEATRE 
Baileys Cross Roads, Va. 

Noel Coward's “FALLEN ANGELS," 
Gay, Witty. Mischievous! 

Res. EX. AGIO. OR. 0107. Ladies. 
Thurg., GOc. Adm. $1.20. incl. tax. 
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Healthfully Air-Conditioned—» 
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I There Is Only ONE 
I WALT DISNEY'S 
t "ALICE IN 
I WONDERLAND" 

{ And RKO Is The 
I Only ONE Theatre 
I In Town Where 
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Girls! 8 to 14 years! Enter the search for Washington's "Alice tn 
Wonderland" contest sponsored by WTOP-TV, The Hecht Co., 
RKO Keith's Theater see Mark Evans and Elinor Lee tonight 
on WTOP-TV, Channel 9, ot 7 P.M. For complete details; or in 

the Lobby of RKO Keith's Theater. 
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[ The Guest OUpOni w- »°° J 

America’s Popular Star of Stage, Screen and Radio i 

TALLULAH BANKHEAD ; 
in Alfred Hitchcock's production 

i "LIFEBOAT” 
by John Steinbeck 

william BENDIX JOHN HODIAK HENRY HULL HEATHER ANGEL 1 

HELD OVER—BY POPULAR DEMAND | 
"Dance Magic" STARTS E 

BALLET RUSSE de MONTE CARLO _ y 
Offenbach's "Gait* Par isienne" I 1 

I Pimsky-Kortakov't "Capriccio Espagnor 
also KATHERINE DUNHAM Roth’s LITTLE 
in GORGEOUS TECHNICOLOR 9th STREET BETWEEN f & G 
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LISTEN EVERYBOD 
It’s KIRK DOUGLAS...as the champion 
reporter...telling the world the 
savage, biting story that 
blasted the front pages 
from coast to 
coast! 

Jan Sterling as 
the small-time 
babe with 
big-time 
ideas! 

KIRK 
DOUGLAS« -1 

ACE IN THE HOLE 
with 

JAN /--- 
STERLING i£Moimon 
Bob Arthur-Porter Hall | C<fot 
BILLY WILDER I 
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Ends Today Kathryn Grayson Ava Gardner “SHOW 

PALACE 
* 

Howard Keel in Technicolor 
# 

BOAT” 


