
As Senator Moody Sees It

Allied Buildup Against Attack
Again Too Little and Too Late

By Blair Moody 13
Senator From Michigan J

The whole program to build the!
military strength of the Allied free '
nations against the threat of Red
atomic aggression is still danger- j'
ously deficient, and far too slow, j1

The Eisenhswer mission has put !
the train of rising North Atlantic! 1
power on the track and started itj1
rolling. It is gathering speed. Both 1
the psychology and the perform-;'
ance of our partners in Europe are
on the rise. '

Gen. Eisenhower, as Allied com- 1
mander, has unquestionably given 1
the free Europeans new spirit and 1
new hope. His spontaneous magne- !
tism is beginning to reinstill the 1
indispensable ingredient of any <
successful defense confidence.
Some of our Allies—not all—are i
contributing about as much in ‘
men and money, United States ex- <
pert analysts estimate, as is pos- ‘
sible without internal economic
deterioration. i<

But if survival is the stake—and '
if it isn’t, an undertaking of this !
magnitude doesn’t make sense—l
then the combined efforts of the!
United States and all our N. A. T. O.
(North Atlantic Trade Organiza-
tion) Allies is not yet big enough,
nor fast enough, nor urgent
enough.

Still Business As Usual. |
Many important men in West- '

ern Europe are still thinking in i
terms of business as usual. i

Many believe that the threat to i
freedom is at least partly a fabri- t
cation of “impulsive American- i
ism.’* Since it would be very bad
indeed for the United States if the i
efforts to create an adequate force <
to deter or repel aggression should i
fail, some seem to feel that the <
United States therefore has no al- <
ternative but to do anything the ]
other countries leave undone, i
These appear not to realize that i
while failure on the continent i
would be serious for Americans, It
would be suicide for Europeans, j]

Measured against conditions!'
and capacities of the postwar, pre- j;
Marshall Plan Europe of five years ¦
ago, and considering the greater ;¦
internal pressures to divert lim-j;
lted fiscal and material resources !i
away from military to other proj-
ects, progress has been remark-
able.

But against the yardstick of
today’s grim No. 1 fact of life—-
that we must fashioi the pace and i
scope of our effort to stop an on-
slaught whenever it may come—-
the program, as It stands, falls
short in both timing and magni-
tude.

Full Story Not Told.
The full story has not yet been

given to the public, either here
or abroad, nor to the Congress.

The top men of N. A. T. O. are
currently working to decide how
it should be told, and when, and
how much of It, and by whom.
The details, of course, are top se- 1
cret, and cannot, be reported until ’
they are officially released. i

But it can and should be dis- 1
closed that there is a gap between 1
the level of strength which was 1
agreed by .the top N. A. T. O. i
board to be the actual requirement 1
in men and equipment for the 1
defense of Europe, and the maxi- i
mum that has even been asked for
from Congress or the European i
parliaments.

The request th: t has been made,
in the $8.5 billion foreign-aid bill
now pending in Congress, and in
the military budgets of Europe,
contemplates a force substantially
short of the goals of strength in
forces and weapons established by!
the strategic board as vital.

The present program provides!
that even this inadequate level of!
strength will be reached not in l

1551, or 1952, but three years
hence.

It contemplates that if our Allies
contribute to the limit of their
financial capacity in the next
three years, there will be a big
|money gap still to be closed, even
!assuming optimistically that in-

itiation is checked and prices do
not rise.

All this assumes that our Allies
;will perform to the limit of tneuj
capacity. This they are not now;
doing, though their increased es-j
fort is substantial. The present
budgeted appropriations for mili-|
tary strength in Europe are sub- 1
stantially less than our experts
declare to be within our Allies’
capacity.

„

Not all N. A. T. O. countries are
meeting even these budget pledges.
And there is considerable prospect
that Congress may meat-ax our
share severely.

All of which gets down to the.
core of the issue—whether the free
world is ready to impose upon it-
self the self-discipline and sacri-
fice necessary to insure survival. 1

Military Goods Rechecked.
Gen. Eisenhower’s staff is now

reviewing the military goals to re- j
check their validity. But there is
little expectation among experts:
interviewed during the writer’s
trip to Europe, which ended last:
Wednesday, that the Eisenhower
review will make major changes!
in the requirements in men, planes
and equipment declared to be nec-
essary by the N. A. T. O.’s top

board.
The physical buildup of forces

and production cannot be achieved
overnight. But more money is the
basic need. For the bottleneck, as
Gen. Eisenhower emphasizes, is!
equipment, and it must be paid!
for. The question, even more than!
who is going to produce It, and;
where, is who will pay for it,
and how.

Unless Gen. Eisenhower unex-!
pectedly makes a drastic down-

; ward revision of the NATO
; Board’s estimates of needed
strength, Congress, when it gets

ithe full facts, will scarcely meet
jits responsibility if it fails (1) to
’bring stiller pressure, perhaps
through conditions written into
the act, on our Allies to step up
their efforts, and (2) cuts the
cloth to fit the danger.

If Gen. Eisenhower is to get no
more equipment than is contem-
plated in the present program,
then specific, selective reductions,
in a manner to force greater use
of Europe’s capacity to produce
weapons, can provide that level of
strength for fewer dollars. Such
cuts would make the program
firmer, tougher, and more ef-
fective.

Timetable Must Be Speeded.
But once the bill has been

tightened and the firmer base es-
tablished. Congress will face the
fundamental question. That is,
whether it is to stand up to the
unpleasant facts of today’s life;
whether it can afford, after the;
water has been squeezed out, not:
to increase rather than decrease;
the program: and whether it will
be doing its duty if it fails to insist
that those—including some mili-
tary leaders—who assume blithely
that we are immunized by some
magic curtain against atomic at-
tack until 1954, act at once to
speed up the whole timetable.

If Gen. Eisenhower confirms
the experts’ estimates of what
strength is needed, to do anything
less will leave our country and
our freedoms dangerously vul-

-1 nerable.
This is a time, above all others,

when Congress must realize that
I false “economy” will invite atomic
! war.

Personalities and Impressions

Martha's Vineyard Still Quaint
As ItNears 350th Anniversary

By Jessie Font Evans
Quaint Martha’s Vineyard, which

next year will celebrate the 350th
anniversary of its discovery by

Bartholomew Gosnold, English
navigator, who named It, has
managed to retain much of the
charm and simplicity of an earlier
way and time. All this, despite
the fact that its chief activity is
entertaining summer visitors.

There is nothing perhaps in all
of New England that surpasses
the ornamentation of the gracious
doorways and elaborate cornices
of the houses which the whaling
captains of Edgartown built. They
are along Water street, parallel
to the harbor, each looking away
to the sea at a slight angle. Their
names are carved over the doors
of some, currently in use as ad-
juncts to Harborside Inn.

Beside the home of Capt.
Thomas Milton stands the giant
pagoda tree which he brought
home from China in a flower pot
and transplanted in 1837. The
leaves resemble those of the locust,
to which it is a kin. Next door
is the home of the James Cagneys,
whose desire for privacy is uni-
versally respected by summer vis-
itors and townsfolk alike.

Farther up is the home of Emily
Post, which has a widow’s walk
on top of it, from which the wives
of seafaring men who once lived
there used to scan the horizon for
sign of a sail. Mrs. Post is often
seen in the garden, which is a
fairylike rainbow of color Just
now.

There is a story that when a
persistent leak In her roof defied
the efforts of mechanics to fix it,
she ordered a copper basin built
under the leak to take care of
the runoff. There is another story
that she rode to the village In the
cab of a truck one time and re-
turned the same way, refusing
other offers of a ride.

When Edgartown was in its
heyday. Dr. Daniel Fisher had
one of the largest sperm oil plants
in the world. A leading hattery
made “beavers” for sea captains
and local bakeries turned out
hard tack for ships. Nathaniel
Hawthorne and subsequently Dan-
iel Webster and Charles A. Sum-
ner, were guests at Gibson House,
which is still standing and is no
larger than an ordinary dwelling.
Webster, relieved from hay fever
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on the island, wrote three letters
that were quoted for nearly a
century as advertising for Mar-
tha’s Vineyard resorts. Even to-
day, the vineyard has no neon 1
signs or billboard advertising.

At West Chop’s Saturday night
dances, the children hold the floor
until 9:30 when a game of
“musical chair” with prizes for
the boy and girl remaining the
longest, ends festivities. Then
they go home without a murmar,
while the parents dance until 12.

A Sunday morning community
religious service takes place in
the same casino. This draws an
even larger attendance from j
grandparents to toddlers. People j
stand along the walls and in door-
ways. The dogs come. too. and
are fairly well behaved except for
an occasional yap. Tennis rac-
quets or oars are parked along-
side the chairs.

Dr. Lewis Perry, retired head-;
master of Exeter, who is con-!
nected with Tanglewood School i
of Music, conducts brief talks fol- j
lowing the reading of Scripture
and singing of hymns. He held an
audience spellbound for 30 min-
utes with a discourse on the need
for friendship, among men and
nations, based on a text from St.
Paul.

Picnic, Concert Planned
For Convalescent Veterans

A group of convalescent Korean
veterans from Walter Reed Hos-
pital will be special guests of the
Mount Pleasant Citizens’ Associa-
tion at a picnic and band concert
at 8 p.m. Wednesday in Rock
Creek Park.

The concert, by the United
States Army Band under the di-
rection of Capt. Hugh Curry, will
be open to the public. It will be
held at the Intersection of Seven-
teenth street and Piney Branch
Parkway v

About 30 patients from Walter
Reed and the Forest Glen annex!
are expected at the chicken dinner
picnic before the concert.

The program will include a
trumpet trio, a chorus presenta-

tion and many well-known se-
lections.

In the event of rain, the concert
will be held at a later data.
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