
Books in Review
A Warm and Affectionate Portrait
Os Disraeli, Genius of British Rule

DIZZY
The Life and Personality of Benjamin Disraeli. (Harper &

Bros.; $4.)

Reviewed by Mary McGrory
Benjamin Disraeli was Prime Minister of England three times,

and the author of 11 novels. One talent fed the other, although
his admiring biographer remarks that Dizzy had “the poetic
temperament without poetic talent.” Still, in spite of his spec*

tacular success as a politician, he ardently subscribed to the
dictum that “poets are the unacknowledged legislators of the
world.”

Not that Disraeli was a clown
longing to play Hamlet. He
was perfectly cast in politics,
and the huge popular success of
his writings—once he became
famous—soothed the artist in
him. In fact, he was a mar-
velously integrated personality
of unwavering aplomb and self-
confidence. On the floor of the
House he never lolled and never
relaxed; and on the larger
issues of life “never complained,
¦xever explained.” '

In his younger days, when he

was beaten for Parliament four
times in a row, Disraeli dressed
like a fop His gaudy get-up
helped explain the fiasco of his
maiden speech, which was
drowned out in catcalls. It was
not just his bizarre appearance
that was against him; he be-
came a formidably brilliant
speaker, whose unerring aim,
clarity and »pungency could
drive such distinguished victims
as Peel and Gladstone nearly

to weep with anger. He was
not always appreciated. Carlyle

called him “a Hebrew conjuror.”
Dizzy did not care. He was
content that a rival had to say
of him: "The ridiculous and
preposterous Dizzy was absolute
master of both sides of the
House, a giant among pigmies.”

His Self-Sufficiency.

A wholly undependable party
man, he derived his airy integ-
rity from the self-sufficiency

members of his race must
cultivate. As an outsider he
had, Mr. Pearson thinks, an
overwhelming reverence of Eng-

lish culture and tradition. As a

Jew, his country was his home.
Here he was well served. Mary
Anne Lewis was 11 years his
senior when they married, a
widow with a large fortune and
an empty head. She said her-
self quite cheerfully: “Dizzy
married me for my money, but
if he had the chance again, he
would marry me for love.” They
quite doted on each other for
33 years, and he showed no more
consideration for Queen Vic-
toria, whose favorite Prime
Minister he was.

Mr. Pearson writes wittily
about this very witty public
man. His portrait is a warm
and affectionate one of a genius
who was one of “the rare ex-
ceptions in history of a man
who hungered for fame and won
it, yet could not exist without
love.”

But while doing justice to
the man and the personality, he
leaves the less learned reader
in some doubt as to Dizzy’s
achievements. The author ap-
parently feels that politics is a
sordid business —as, of course,
it can be—which Disraeli illum-
inated for a time.

Yet the issues are worth go-
ing into a little more. It is all
very well to say that “if the
speaker (Disraeli) were alive
today he would have less to re-
tract than any other politician
of the past,” but it needs more
documenting. He recreates to a
politician who had all the ex-
uberance of an artist and the
patience of his race, yet gives
far too little attention to the
philosophy that underlay the
the wonderful fireworks.

The chief of the Philippines’
delegation to the United Na-

tions and president -of the
fourth regular U. N. session
believes that the U. N. is the
last, best hope of man, and he
has written a novel to convince
doubters.

The novel’s hero is Maj. Ken
King, back in New York after
seven years in uniform. His
problem is to find his place in
the two worlds that face him—

Crime
By Miriam Ottenberg

IKilled Stalin, by Sterling Noel.
(Farrar, Straus & Young,
Inc.; $3.)
If Stalin is at all curious

about how his assassination
could be accomplished. Mr. Noel
provides a blueprint in an ad-
venture yarn that begins in
1954 and climaxes with the as-
sassination by an operative of
“Bureau-X” on August 18, 1958,
the day the first atom bomb
falls on America. Unlike Geof-
frey Household’s “Rogue Male,”
who drew a bead on Hitler out
of a sportsman’s pleasure in
stalking, Mr. Noel’s Jan Miles
is a well-trained ruthless killer.
To accomplish his mission of
maneuvering into a position
where he can get Stalin in his
gunsights, he turns to sabotage
for the party in this country
and incidentally murders an old
friend. As might be expected
of a McCormick-Hearst prophet
of doom, there’s an unmistak-
able aura of “I told you so”
hovering over this one, but the
projection into the future is for
the most part handled with skill
and more than a nodding ac-
quaintance with today’s head-
lines.

** * *

Pressure, by Charles Francis
Coe. (Random House; $2.75.)
Here’s the case history of a

poor lawyer enticed by sudden
riches to become the tool of an
international crime syndicate.

He finds himself entangled as
accessory in three murders
through guilty knowledge and
loses both his family and his
integrity before coming to a so-
lution of his problem. In the
story sense, this is sheer melo-
drama embroidered with over-
blown dialogue and incredible
situations. But Mr. Coe is a
man with a message. He wants
to explain the concepts of evil
under which the master crim-
inals justify their operations.
These explanations he puts into
the mouths of his criminals.
Those who have followed the
televised performances of the
Senate Crime Investigating
Committee will find no surprises
here but the articulateness of
the criminals.

** * *

The Wrong Body, by Anthony
Gilbert. Random House;
$2.50.)
Mousy Alice Hunter, en route

to claim a legacy, gets hurt in
a train wreck and finds herself
minus luggage, legacy and name
itself. Another, less mousy
spinster, has seized the moment
to become Miss Hunter, and it
looks as though the great im-
personation will be compounded
by murder. Enter Arthur Crook,
the “criminal’s hope,” to justify
his contention that what hap-
pens to stringy spinsters can be
a lot more interesting than the
adventures of their younger and
curvier sisters.

McLaverty Character Is Nagging Irish
Woman With a Chip on Her Shoulder
TRUTH IN THE NIGHT
By Michael McLaverty. The Macmillan Co.; $3.)

Michael McLaverty, who
speaks a loving heart in lyric
prose, is one 'of the finest living
Irish writers—and most of them
are first-rate. He writes of plain
people with an intehtness of
sympathy and understanding
that gives them a meaning be-
yond themselves.

In this novel, Mr. McLaverty
has chosen a most uncongenial
subject, a nagging woman so
quick to anger that she fairly
“takes offense at the grass
growing.”

It is not enough to say that
Vera Reilly has a chip on her
shoulder. She carries a fair-
sized log. The widow of a man
6he never loved, she takes the
natural interest and affection
of her in-laws for her daughter
Mary as a long-range scheme
to wrest the child away from
her. Despising the lonely island
life, she still regards every
passer-by as a spy and intruder.

A Cross-Grained Party.

No, Vera is an extremely
cross-grained party, and it is a
sorry day for her neighbor,
gentle Martin Gallagher, when
he decides he will marry her.
An island native who has
roamed the world, he comes
back to a life that seems to him

fresh and uncomplicated after
town ways. Vera, seeing in Mar-
tin a means of escaping the is-
land, encourages him, even lov-
ing him a little in her way. But
when she drives away the
orphan boy whom Martin has
sheltered and bullies her daugh-
ter unmercifully, Martin won-
ders if he is doing the right
thing.

With a melancholy care, Mr.
MacLaverty shows the new
weapons which Vera fashions
out of Martin’s love for her and
his devotion to Mary. With her
discovery that she is to have
another child, her abuse of
Martin and her suspicions of
her in-laws are quickened. But
eventually Vera learns, as even
the meanest woman must, that
“to live for tomorrow is to live
for the fog.”

“Truth in the Night” is a
distressing study of a warped
character set against a back-
ground of great natural beauty.
Vera’s sour vision of island life
is set against that of the old
people who cherish every bit of
it. A more painful book than
Mr. McLaverty’s previous novels,
it is, like them, rooted in truth
and written with an integrity
that allows not a single false
word for its entire length.

Louis Bromfield Lets Go a Lugubrious
Tract on a Sad Symbol of Self-Pity

MR. SMITH
By Louis Bromfield. (Harper & Bros.; $3.)

Mr. Bromfield’s hero is a Mid-
western businessman who has
two cars in the garage, a beauti-
ful wife, two children and
nothing to live for. ‘Mr. Smith”
feels that life has treated him
most unfairly. It has given him
every material comfort and
membership in the country club,
but left him with that futile,
sterile feeling that causes a
man to bolt himself in his
rumpus room and write down
the thoughts that are caged in
his comfort-suffocated mind.
Mr. Bromfield’s novel purports
to be his manuscript, taken
from Mr. Smith’s dead boy after
he has been shot while on South
Pacific duty.

“Mr. Smith” has more than a
touch of Miniver Cheevy in him.
He is sorry that he was not born
during pioneer days when men
were men and life had flavor.
He wishes his mother hadn't
been a steel-hearted clubwoman
and his wife a clinging harpy.
He thinks that the socialistic,
standardizing, sentimentalizing
times we live Jn are more than

a man can bear. ¦ In fact, “Mr.
Smith” is one long moan.

Mr. Smith thinks he never
had a chance. He once met
some amusing people who lived
freely and had fun, but they
dropped him. He never had any
fun at all. His one fling is with
a divorcee who turns out to be
a drug-addict nymphomaniac—-
exciting, but not awfully steady.

Now this would perhaps be all
very sad and an acute com-
mentary on our era if it were
not for the fact that Mr. Smith
is a great big bore, wallowing
in self-pity, crouching over a
spark he thinks he sees in him-
self, which is wholly invisible to
the naked eye of this reader.
Mr. Smith didn’t know what he
wanted and then sat down and
cried because he didn’t get it.

To give you an idea of the
dialogue in which this lugubrious
tract is outfitted: “Mr. Smith”
—now an officer on a God-
forsaken Pacific island—talking
to one of his men and hearing
llim say something breathtak-
ingly obvious, replies, “There is
something in what you say.”

New Books
FICTION.

THE CASE OF THE LITTLE QUEEN
MEN. By Mack Reynolds. (Phoenix.)
Science Action. $2.

FALLEN AWAY. By Margaret Caulkin
Banning. (Harper.) The story of a
woman pursued by human and divine
love. S3.

BUDDHA’S RETURN. By Oalto Gas-
danov. Translated from the Russian
by Nicholas Wreden. (Dutton.) A
novel of mystery and suspense. S3.

POINT VENUS. By Susanne Mc-
Connaughey. (Little, BroVn ) Love
and adventure in Tahiti. S3.

THE GLORIOUS THREE. By Jane
Wetherell. (Dutton.) A historical
novel of eveats in an adventurous
settlement in the Northwest. $3.50.

THE RECKLESS HEART. By CatherineSevern. (Doubleday.) A nostalgic
novel set in a small West Virginia
town in the era before World War
1

NON-FICTION.
HERBERT H. DOW. By Murray Camp-

bell and Harrison Hatton. (Appleton
Century Crofts.) The biography of a
pioneer in creative chemistry. $3.50.

THE INDEPENDENT MIND. By Corliss
Lamont. (The Horison Press.) Es-
says of a humanist philosopher.
$3.76.

•LD STURBRIDGE VILLAGE.
(Hastings Bouse ) A camera Impres-
sion by Samuel Chamberlain. $3.76.

HOW TO KNOW THE AMERICAN
MAMMILB. fiy Ivan T. Sanderson.
<LUt!e. w.->sn.) W.6Q.

OUTRAGEOUS FORTUNE. By Myra
Kincs'.sy (Due.l. Sloan and Pearce.)
In wnirh Oe author tells how she
praettew astrology. S3.
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BENJAMIN DISRAELI.
“. .

. absolute master of both sides of the House, a giant
among pigmies

U. N. President Writes a Novel to Carry
The Message of Man's Last, Best Hope

Reviewed by Francis P. Douglas
THE UNITED
By Carlos P. Romulo. (Crown Publishers, Inc.; $3.)

one composed of those trying to
find permanent peace based on
the brotherhood of man, the
other, those who are cynically
sure that goal cannot be
achieved, or who want not peace
but domination.

On one side are ranged
chiefly King’s own father,
wealthy broker of the old pirate
school; King’s fiancee, daughter
of a reactionary publisher, and
his former Princeton class-
mates, one of whom is colum-
nist and hatchet-man for the
publisher. And, of course, the
Russians at the U. N., housed
in their “sand-papered brick
temple of Ananias” on Park
nue.

Ranged on the other side are
Manuel Hinaldo, South Ameri-
can .who is a delegate to the
U. N.; Hinaldo’s lovely daugh-
ter; Dr. Burton, head of the
United States delegation to the
U. N.. to whom King becomes
assistant, and various minor
characters.

King rejects the life “where
Princeton men are safe forever.”
He chooses to throw in with the
men of good will who band to-
gether to face the dangers
which are greater than they
could survive alone.

And Romance, Too.
There has to be romance.

Gen. Romulo puts it in, repre-
sented by Hinaldo’s bewitching
daughter; Julia, the fiancee;
Odette, the mysterious and sin-
ister mistress of one of King’s
classmates, and various other
women.

It all comes to a climax at
a barricade in Korea, where
some of King’s problems are
solved and the U. N. proves its
value in united opposition to
Communist aggression.

If Gen. Romulo’s dramatis
personae are characters repre-
senting ideas, rather than peo-
ple, it probably is inevitable in
a work intent on making a
point about the U. N. The
story should be adequate to hold
the attention of the casual read-
er. Those who have admired
the versatile Gen. Romulo and
followed his career will find
added interest in the light it
throws on his personality. It
is his fifth book, but first novel.

German Democracy
OUR GERMAN POLICY:
PROPAGANDA AND CULTURE
By Albert Norman. (Vantage;
$2.50.)

A report of our effort to
orient Germany toward de-
mocracy by restoring facilities
for newspaper and book publi-

cation. radio broadcasting and
motion picture production to
carefully screened Germans op- .
erating under very general con-
trols.

—BELMONT FARIES.

The Silver Ladies, by Margaret
Erskine. (Doubleday Si Co.,
Inc.; $2.50.)
Crime Club

Hidden church treasure, for-
tune-hunting crooks, secret
passages and sundry dotty
characters are all mixed up in
this intricate, three-way plot.
A retired second-story man gets
in the act briefly, and so do a
trio of impersonators, but the
author is so engrossed in ex-
plaining a method of mass mur-
der that half the motives stay
cloudy and more than half the
weird actions remain unex-
plained.
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The Sunday Star has arranged with £ >- o ~5some of the leading booksellers of z
Washington and suburban areas t g 1 jjj o < ijj £«o
to report each week the books <g * y ““B§i
which sell best, as a guide to what
Washington is reading.

This report for the week ending August 22 §j2o“2*«LS>j|
fiction ' ~T!7 I l_

"The Cruel Sco." Nkholos Monsarrot A I*l**l*l*l**l*l*l™
"The Coine Mutiny," Hermon Wouk ; j_? I._AA AAJAAAJA_J_
"From Here to Eternity/* Jomes Jones * AI AIA1 AAAA A 1
'The Catcher in The Rye," J. D. Solinger | | A A AI AAI I 6_
"Lucy Cormichoel," Morgoret Kennedy I? AI I 11 1 AAI 4

"Proud New Flogs," F. Von Wyck Moson. AIA f I I I Al 3
NON-FICTION I 1 II Mill

"Kon-Tiki, Thor Heyerdahl A AAAiAAAAAMO
"The See Around Us," Rachel L Corson jifj AA A AAIAA 8
"A Soldier's Story" Omor N. Bradley j | Al I AAI I AI *

"Total Empire," Edmund A. Wolsh, S. J. I Al I Al I AAI I 4
"A King's Story," The Puke of Windsor I I I AAI AI I I 13
"Washington Confidential," Jack Lait and Lee Mortimer AAI I I I Al I I J 3.

Asiatic Theater
Before Politics
Got Into the Act
Reviewed by Margaret S. Dickey
NO MUBIC FOR GENERALS
By Frederick Howard. , (Duell,
Sloan A Pearce, Inc.; $3.)

There’s a little bit of every-
thing in “No Music for Gen-
erals’’—Asian politics, Anglo-
American military frictions, the
MacArthur story and love under
fire. ,

It’s a potent brew, but Author
Frederick Howard has mixed his
Ingredients with a steady hand,
and the result is a lively and
dramatic account of war in Asia
during the time in World War
II when that theater wasn’t
politically popular.

Gen. Joseph C. Bannery, the
American leader in the story, is
obviously a fictionalized Gen.
Douglas MacArthur. which seems
only fair as the author served as
Australian liaison officer at Gen.
MacArthur’s headquarters irL
New Guinea. The picture given
is bitter-sweet.

*** *

Rainbow-Words
Are Too Dazzling
THE BRIGHT, BRIGHT
WATER
By William Case. (Appleton-
Century-Crofts, Inc.; $3.)

Most American writers, says

William Case, “have been using

the vocabulary of a sub-
marginal moron that’ll take us
back to drawing pictures on
cave walls.”

And with this bit of evange-
lism apparently firmly fixed in
mind Mr. Case sets out in The
Bright, Bright Water to ex-
press himself with “four hun-
dred and fifty thousand wonder-
ful, rainbow words.”

His story of decadence on the
tropical island of St. Lo is a
compelling one in itself but
when it gets mixed up with his
movement for more perfect ex-
pression both somehow lose
out. High-flown phrases sound
jarring on the lips of derelicts.

On the whole, however, the
story of Trent and her bondage

to an alcoholic ex-fiance and of
Robert and his love for Trent is
well told and intermixed enough
with sordid island politics and
the saga of a slick-dealing
American expatriate so at not to
get cloying.

Children's Books
By Solly Oremland

A CHILD’S LIFE OF JESUS
By Fulton Oursler. (Franklin

Watts; $1.75.)

The thrilling story of the life
and work of Jesus Christ, simply
told for children. Illustrated by

Elinore Blaisdell.

THE PICTURE STORY OF
ALASKA
By Hester O’Neill. (David Mc-
Kay; $2.50.)

An informative book about
the cities, customs, animals, re-
sources and people of Alaska,

profusely illustrated by Ursula
Koering.

TWIN LAMBS
By Inez Hogan. (E. P. Dutton;
$1.25.)

The story of how Blacky and
Whitey. the twin lambs, strayed
away from the flock and got

lost, and of how they found
their way back home. Illustrated
by the author.

PIPKIN SEES THE WORLD
By Rosalie K. Fry. (E. P. Dut-
ton; $2.)

Pipkin, the woodmouse, a
delicate and enchanting char-
acter, wakes up on a January
day and steps out to *see the
world. As the months roll by,
Pipkin has many adventures
including some close escapes
from the owl and from the
snake. Pipkin meets his future
wife, Berry, and they start a
family. Beautifully illustrated
by the author.

HORACE
By Elizabeth Urquhart. (E. P.
Dutton; $2.)

A delightful story about
Miriam and her friends. Horace
the Dragon, the Misses Sarah
and Tootsie Lavender Dinosaur
and St. George who kills the
wicked dragon. Illustrated by
Rosita Pastor.

BROWNY BEAR’S PICNIC
By Katharine Wood. (David

McKay; $1.50.)
Browny Bear gives a picnic

for Sammy Squirrel, Chucky

Woodchuck and Bobby Raccoon
and they outwit the mean wolf.
Illustrated by the author.

Exhibitions
NATIONAL GALLERY OF ART. Con-

stitution avenue and Sixth street—
Paintings, sculpture by masters. Gul-
brnkian collection of Egyptian sculp-
ture and European paintings. Paint-
ings and sculpture acauired hy Kress
Foundation. 1940-1961. American
paintings from the collection through
August.

NATIONAL MUSEUM. National Collec-
tion of Fine Arts, Constitution avenue
and Tenth street—American paintings
and old masters.

SMITHSONIAN BUILDING. Division of
Graphic Arts. Tenth street and Jef-
ferson drive—Early lithographs pre-
sented by Sun Chemical Corp. to
Smithsonian.

FREER GALLERY OF ART, Twelfth
street and Jefferson drive—Oriental
and Far Eastern arts. Paintings and
etchings by Whistler and other Ameri-
can artists; changing exhibits.

CORCORAN GALLERY OF ART. Sev-
enteenth street between New York
avenue and E street—American paint-
ings and sculpture.

PHILLIPS MEMORIAL GALLERY. 1000
Twenty-first street Paintings and
prints. Exhibition by Bernice Cross;
mcaern French and American paint-
ing. Exhibitions by Maurer and Weber.

DUMBARTON OAKS collection. 1703
Thirty-second street N.W. Early
Christian and Bysentine art. Tuesdays
through Sundays, 2-5.LIBRARY OF CONGRESS. East Capitol
and First streets—“ Children’s Books.”

AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ARCHI-
TECTS. 1741 New York avenue N.W.
—Joint exhibition of Artists’ Guild
and Washington Sculptors’ Group.

PUBLIC LIBRARY. Eighth and K streets
N.W. Arabian decorative arts,
through August.

SILVER SPRING ART GALLERY. 9210
Flower avenue. Silver Spring—Sum-
mer exhibition, paintings and sculp-
ture.

INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY
ARTS, 1322 New York avenue N.W.—
—Exhibition by students.

TRUXTON-DECATUR NAVAL MUSEUM.1010 H street N.W.—"Naval Avia-
ation/’ to September.

BARNETT ADEN GALLERY, 127 Ran-dolph place N.W. —Summer group ex-
hibition.

PAN AMERICAN UNION, Seventeenth
street and Constitution avenue N.W.

—Exhibition of photographs. Paintings
and sculpture by Malo Lopez.

THE NEW GEORGETOWN GALLERY.
3223 Prospect avenue N.W.—Summer
group show.

COLONY RESTAURANT. 1737 De Sales
street N.W.—Exhibition by students ofJamei Cupoll. .

Art
Maurer Drawings
In Special Show
At Phillips

By Florence S. Berryman
A special exhibition of more

than 50 drawings by Alfred
Maurer opened recently at the
Phillips Gallery, to remain
through September 16. For

some weeks the gallery’s four
paintings by this artist have
been on view. All are, in the '
print rooms, and, seen together,

will give visitors an acquaint-

ance with the work of this pio-

neer American postimpression-
ist, whose unhappy life is the
subject of a recent biography by

Elizabeth McCausland (reviewed
in these columns four weeks
ago.)

Beginning his career as a
conservative painter, Maurer re-
ceived awards and enjoyed
popular success. But in his late
30s, exposed to the work
of the “Fauves” in Paris early

in this century, he abandoned
his conformity to accepted

standards, and embraced ex-
perimental painting. The last
quarter century of his life
(terminated by suicide in 1932)

was a struggle, with few in-

tervals of recognition and suc-

But this last period was not
altogether dreary. He had de-
voted friends with whom he
jived for months at a time, and
beginning in 1916, spent his

summers at Shady Brook out-
side of Marlboro, N. Y. where

he was happier than anywhere

else during his years in Amer-
ica. There he sketched and
painted industriously.

Nudes and Landscapes.

The current show of drawings

is divided between two themes:
Studies of the female nude in
various poses, and landscapes,
presumably done during the
Shady Brook sojourns. Gen-
erally simplified and in outline,
these drawings are compara-
tively naturalistic.

Os his four paintings at the
Phillips, "The Florentines” seems
most typical: Two half-length

figures of women, with elon-
gated heads and staring eyes, in
rich red gowns against a tur-
quoise background. Maurer
painted many such heads, singly

and in pairs. “The Old Tree.”
with its sturdy gnariea trunk,

and two still-life and flower
paintings give a vaned account

of Maurer’s work.
** * *

Seven at Playhouse
Fifteen paintings by seven

Washington area artists are on
view at the Playhouse art gal-
lery through mid-September. A
good proportion of them have
not been exhibited heretofore
in local shows. One of the
artists represented, Stanley Sil-
verman, is new to me. He is
showing two large New Orleans
architectural themes, with a
two-dimensional effect, wholly

or in part.
Peter Blanc’s “Logic of Cham-

ber Music” seemed to me one of

the show’s best works. Entirely

abstract, its forms nevertheless
strongly suggest stringed in-
struments. Os Leonard Mau-
rer’s three paintings, I liked
best his “White Bridge” with its
staccato white lines on a warm
blue ground.

Abstract Works.
Jacob Kainen’s two offerings

Illustrate two facets of his work,
both abstract. “Old Corner”
has the cool color scheme and
serenity of his Earlier work,
while “Two Poets” has richer
colors and more contrasted
shapes.

Harold Giese’s naturalistic
paintings have an Intimate ap-
peal. particularly his romantic
“Cold Night.” Joe Summerford’s
still life of fruit is less preten-
tious than his horizontal abs-
traction, hut is more interesting.
Vem Smim, a comparative new-
comer to local exhibitions, is
showing a heavy figure painting,
"Grape Man,” which has the
faint aroma of Mexico, and an
abstraction of heads.

** * *

Deadline for Sculptors
Saturday, September 15, is the

last day for sculptors through-
out the United States and its
possessions to file entry blanks
if they wish to be represented in
the $8,500 prize competition,
“American Sculpture, 1951,” to
be held at the Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art, New York City,
beginning next December 7.
Details of the competition were
announced last April in a pros-
pectus distributed so far to 2,500
artists. Any eligible sculptor
who has not received one may
obtain it and an entry blank on
request, from the Museum
(Fifth avenue at Eighty-second
street. New York 28).

In order to have work con-
sidered, a sculptor must submit
an entry blank and three clear
glossy photographs Bxlo inches,
showing front, back and side
views of each piece of sculpture.
One photograph of relief sculp-
ture will suffice. No work is to
be sent until accepted from the
photograph.

The jury of admission will be
composed of Robert Beverly
Hale, associate curator of Amer-
ican art at the Metropolitan,

and Sculptors James Earle
Fraser, Donal Hord, Robert Lau-
rent, Hugo Robus, David Smith
and William Zorach, all distin-
guished artists representing a
wide range of approach from
conservative to abstract.

Four sculptures to receive the
prizes will be chosen by a jury
of awards composed of Sculptors
Jose de Creeft and Jacques
Lipchiltz and Henri Marceau,
associate director of the Phila-
delphia Museum of Art.

Art Book Review
LIFE OF PIERRE CHARLES
L’ENFANT
By H. Paul Caemmerer, Ph. D.
(National Republic Publishing

Co.; $10.)

One hundred and ninety-seven
years ago this month, was born
in Paris Pierre Charles L’En-
fant, artist and architectural
engineer who!
160 years ago.
made the
ground plan
for the city of
Washingt o n.
H. Paul
C a e mmerer,
secret a r y of
the National
Commiss i o n
of Fine Arts,

a member of
the Interna-
tional City
Managers’
Assoc iation Pierre L’Enfant.

and a recognized authority on
the history of Washington, has
visited fully two dozen national
capitals in various parts of the
world, and says he has “always
come back with the conviction
that there is no more beautiful
capital than the City of Wash-
ington.”

But Maj. L’Enlant, to whose
far-sighted vision Washington
in a large measure owes its
beauty, remained a shadowy fig-
ure. Dr. Caemmerer determined
in 1941 (the sesquicentennial of
the L’Enfant plan) to make the
French artist’s life better known.
This volume is the result of
nearly a decade of research,
during which the author visited
many cities in the United States
and also went to France to as-
semble data from many original
sources.

Factual Vignettes.
Dr. Caemmerer has not at-

tempted to reconstruct the per-
sonality of L’Enfant, but has
presented his material in the
form of factual vignettes, aug-
mented with letters, memorials
and other items, and a recapitu-
lation of the historic events and
personages (Washington, Jeffer-
son, Hamilton. Von Steuben and
other leaders of the Revolution-
ary and early Federal periods)
to provide background.

The figure of LEnfant which
emerges from his and others’
letters and from the records of
history, is a man of many gifts,
large visions, indomitable will,
feverish industry and the tradi-
tional artistic temperament. The
last mentioned is aptly described
by George Washington <who
commissioned L’Enfant to draw
the plan) in a letter Dr. Caem-
merer includes, about L’Enfant’s
refusal to exhibit the plan when
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“The Old Tree,” by Alfred Maurer, in special exhibition of
his paintings and drawings at the Phillips Gallery.

the sale of lots was held. "It is
to be regretted” (said Washing-
ton) “that men who possess tal-
ents which fit them for peculiar
purposes should almost invari-
ably be under the influence of
untoward dispositions.”

Os particular interest to city
planners would be the chapters
devoted to the restoration of the
L’Enfant plan and its develop-
ment through the plan of 1901
and the last half century, and
its influence on other cities.

The 480-page volume has 114
illustrations, and appendices
giving texts of letters, reports
and kindred data.
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