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provide “the safeguards required ”

Although in one section, the law!
says the welfare data shall be
open to the public, he said, an-
other section provides the specific
safeguards demanded by Congress.

The Indiana law set off a red- ;
hot political fight in that State.

But its reverberations also have;
entered into other States and to
both sides of Capitol Hill.

At issue in the battle is the
moral right of welfare recipients
to have their names kept confi-
dential. But Hoosiers also are
fighting mad at what they call a
violation of their constitutional
rights, and the States Rights
issue has been in the forefront of
Capitol Hill blasts at Mr. Ewing

and his action.
The legal point before the court

revolves around a requirement by!
Congress that States getting wel-,
fare aid must provide safeguards
“which restrict the use or dis- j
closures of information concern-
ing applicants and recipients to!
purposes directly connected with)
the administration’’ of the pro-
grams.

Mr. Ewing contended that the
State law, making such files mat-
ters of public record, “repealed;
every vestige of safeguards,” and;
that he had no choice in cutting
off aid.

State Restricts Use.
The State, however, citing

penalties for making welfare data
available for “commercial” or “po-
litical” purposes, argues that the!
new law does make it criminal
to disclose data except for
purposes “directly connected with!
administration” of the act.

Republicans on Capitol Hill have
made strong efforts to kill secrecy;
provisions of Federal welfare
laws, but no votes on the moves
appear imminent.

First, Republican Senators Jen-
ner, of Indiana, and Dirksen. of !
Illinois, got the Senate to amend
the FSA appropriation bill to pro-
hibit Mr. Ewing from holding up
welfare aid. But the amendment
was killed in conference, on a
point of order. The Senate again

| tacked the same amendment to a
minor tax bill, but this measure
apparently is lying dormant in

| the House Ways and Means Com-
jmittee.

Bills to repeal the secrecy pro-
visions outright also are pending
in both the. House and Senate, but!
no action is slated.

Opponents contend the Federal;
provision keeps taxpayers from;
'learning how welfare money is !
being spent, and makes it easy for
:hiselers to remain on welfare rolls.

Senator Jenner called the Fed-
eral law a bureaucratic monstros-
ity and declared: “It is time for
a new Declaration offlndependence
by those sovereign States.”

Says Objections Offset.
Any moral objections which are

raised to opening welfare rolls
to public scrutiny, he said, “are!
far outweighed by the advantages
gained in making it difficult for,
cheats and chiselers to be on thfe
assistance rolls behind the veil
of secrecy.” ‘

In the absence of Federal re- }
peal of the restrictions, mean-
while, three courses appear to be

: open to Indiana officials if they
: are to remain in the welfare busi-
ness.

The Indiana law, welfare of-
ficials wrote the Governor re-
cently, does not make welfare
payments contingent on available
Federal aid. Applicants who qual-

I ify must be paid. If Federal aid
is not available, the money must
come from other sources.

Either this State provision must
be changed—resulting in welfare
cuts—or the State must increase
welfare appropriations or repeal
its own new anti-secrecy law, the
officials warned.

Already feeling the pinch, one
Indiana county tried to put j
through a 20 per cent cut in wel-
fare benefits, but was overruled
by State officials. Another county
in order to meet September 1 pay-
ments. first had to sell bonds. j

Cost to State Soars.
Starting August 1, welfare of-;

ftcials said, Indiana’s three w'el-i
fare programs—old age assistance.;
aid to the blind and aid to de-
pendent children—are costing
State and county governments

$175 million a month previously
paid by Federal aid.

At the present rate, they said,
the entire Stati welfare fund
would be exhausted by next
January, and sll million more
would be necessary to carry!

jthrough until the end of the fiscal
| year. Thus, the State Welfare
Board recommended, “itwould not
;be sound to continue to exhaust
appropriations at the present rate
beyond September.”

A study of the situation by the
Indiana State Chamber of Com-
merce, prepared for a member of
Congress, indicates the secrecy re-
quirement has been a sore spot

there since it went into effect in
1941. Frequently, the study said,
it was attacked on grounds that
salaries and fees of paid county
officials, and even school teachers,
!are matters of public record. Wel-
fare recipients, the argument
; went, should be in the same cate-
gory.

A Welfare Investigating Com-
mission named in 1943 recom-
mended two years later that the
secrecy be wiped out. But, under
the threat of withheld Federal
funds, the report indicated, there
was no action.

Indiana Veto Overidden.
Four years ago, the Legislature

urged Congress to kill the Federal
provision, but it was not until this
year, spurred by newspaper cam-
paigns, that the drive for the new
law picked up new impetus. Against
the warning of its Democratic
Governor, the Republican Legisla-
ture passed the bill. The Governor
vetoed it. Then, with voting by
almost straight party lines, the
veto was overridden.

Specifically, the bill calls for
filing with county auditors and
other officials names and addresses
of all aid recipients, along with
amounts paid to each. Further,
this data is treated as public
record, but with penalties provided
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for commercial or political uses of
the names.

1 The State chamber generally
saw no objection to removing the
secrecy ban, and said that since
the welfare program “is running

1away with itself all over the coun-
try, some rather drastic measures
are called for.”

It did, however, recognize the
moral questions, and raised the
suggestion that the Federal law be
modified so as to permit States
some latitude without opening up
case records to public inspection.

Illinois Acts.
Aside from Indiana, the Illinois

Legislature has passed a similar
law, but made it contingent on
repeal of the Federal law. Florida,
sources here said, also passed a
similar law, but it was vetoed by
the Governor. Beyond those States,
the Legislatures ofAlabama, Geor-
gia and Oklahoma all have asked
Congress to repeal the Federal
ban.

The District Public Welfare De-
partment, according to Assistant
Director Donald D. Brewer, is pro-
hibited both by law and regula-
tion from disclosing any data
about welfare recipients to the
public. While information may be

[Township's Dog Pound
Is Made Soundproof

•y »ha Associated Press

LOWER MERION TOWNSHIP,
Pa., Sept. 7.—They don’t have to
plead with the dogs in the town-
ship dog pound to be quiet any
more. The dogs can bark their
!heads off and nobody would hear.

That’s because township officials
have installed what they believe
is the only sound proof dog pound
in the East and maybe in the Na-
tion.

You can stand 10 feet away
from the pound and you can’t
hear a yipe or a bark.

The sound conditioning was the
happy solution to complaints of
jneighbors who found it nigh im-
possible to sleep with the dogs
howling into the wee hours of the
morning.

given social agencies which need
it, he said, he knows of no senti-
ment here in favor of eliminating
the confidentiality.

“Morally,” he said,' “Ithink all
welfare records should be confi-
dential. There are means of keep-
ing chiselers out. If an agency
is on top of its case load and *s
investigating properly, it can do
that job.”

HillbillySinger Too Sharp
For 4 in Robbery Attempt

“Iput my hand in my pocket,"
Mr. Irvin said, “and opened the
small blade of my penknife and
started to stab and rip.”

j When the melee ended, three of
the youths went to Emergency
Hospital for treatment of stab
wounds, and Mr. Irvin, with $24
still safe in his pocket, was treated
jfor a minor face cut at Garfield

; Hospital.

I Police held Edward E. Hove, 18.
of the 1200 block of North Utah
street, Arlington; James D. Payne,
19. of the 1300 block of North
Greenbriar street, Arlington, and
a 15-year-old boy and a 17-year-
old boy on charges of assault with
intent to rob.

ready to break into the safe to. see
their records.

But the job was done in 10 min-
utes by Tobe Monday who only-

twisted the dial and listened to the
safe’s inner workings. He did the
trick in front of awed Masons who
had requested the traveling safe
expert to have a look at their
safe.
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An unemployed North Carolina
singer of hillbilly times was more

!than a match for four youths
who, police said, tried to rob him

j last night.

Herschall Irvin, 49. the North
Carolina native who now lives at
723 Tenth 6treet N.E., told police
this story: '

He met the four youths in a,case at Fourteenth and W streets
N.W. , While they each had a|
beer, Mr. Irvin sang a couple of
songs for them. Then the youths
offered to take him home.

At Sixteenth and Euclid streets,
one of the boys grabbed Mr. Irvin
around the neck and another
started to go through his pockets.

Lodge Regains Secrets
Locked in Safe 8 Years

By (ho Associated Press
MURPHYSBORO. HI.—A safe

expert opened a Masonic safe
which members had been unable
to open since their late secretary
died in 1943 with the memorized
combination.

Lodge members had been all but

Schoolboys Build Homes
CENTRALIA, 111. i/'P).—The hous-

ing shortage at Mount Carmel,
111., may be solved one day by its
own handy high school boys.
Trades’ classes built three homes
in four years, and the 1951-52
class will start a fourth. Each has
sold quickly.
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