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Another Reorganization Plan 
All reorganization plans for the District of 

Columbia are designed to promote efficiency 
and economy in government, to fix responsibility, 
to make logical and workable functional group- 
ings and to effect combinations that prevent 
overlapping and duplication of effort. 

The most recent of these plans, proposed by 
Engineer Commissioner Robinson, is aimed at 
euch objectives. 

The chief difference between the reorgani- 
zation plans, and there have been a great num- 
ber of them proposed in the past half century, 
Is found in the varying concepts of policy- 
making and administration at the top. 

That is where the important difference 
occurs between General Robinson’s plan and 
other proposals for effecting reorganization of 
the commission form of government without 
Introduction of so-called home rule. As General 
Robinson states. “True home rule in the District 
of Columbia cannot be achieved without Con- 
stitutional amendment.” 

Under the general plan advocated by Budget 
Officer Fowler, the Board of Commissioners 
would be concerned in the main with policy, 
leaving administration to an executive. That 
concept is also found in the city council-city 
manager form of local government. 

Under General Robinson’s plan, the Board 
of Commissioners would be concerned with 
policy. But each Commissioner would be given 
specific administrative authority over one of 
three bureaus—Public Welfare, Public Safety 
and Public Works. Under these bureaus the 
various departments and agencies of the local 
government would be grouped according to 

function. 
This plan would In effect formalize an exist- 

ing informal arrangement in which the Com- 

missioners assign themselves special jurisdiction 
over certain departments. Commissioner Young, 
for example, makes the police and fire depart- 
ments. with some others, his particular re- 

sponsibility; health, hospitals and public welfare 
come under Commissioner Donohue; construc- 

tion, including highways and other public works, 
come under the Engineer Commissioner. 

This informal arrangement has not worked 
well. In budget-making, for example, the 

strongest Commissioner is apt to get the biggest 
slice of pie for his own agency, with nominal 
Interest in what another agency gets.. There is 
Inevitable horse-trading and log-rolling. And 
when one department of the local government 
becomes involved in some investigation, the 
Commissioner in charge of that department is 
the one who gets put on the spot, with his 
brethren inclined to stand sanctimoniously aloof 
until the storm blows over. 

The proposal in the Robinson plan to make 
such a system permanent and give it legal 
standing is of dubious wisdom. There is the other 
consideration that our civilian, appointed Com- 
missioners are not necessarily good adminis- 

trators. This criticism is acknowledged by Gen- 
eral Robinson in so far as elected Commissioners 

are concerned. “It has been stated,” he says, 

“that the commission form results in govern- 
ment by amateurs .. . that there is no guarantee 
that the Commissioners will be fitted for their 

posts: and that considerable time is spent in 

political activities looking to their re-election.” 

But, he says, “The appointive system in effect 

in the District of Columbia should remove this 

as a source of major weakness.” The Star doubts 
that this has been or will be the fact. 

The commission form of government is well 

adapted to the unique situation in Washington. 
But it would be most effective, in. The Star's 

opinion, when the Commissioners concern them- 
selves with policy and general supervision as a 

board, leaving actual administration to career 

specialists working under a competent executive 

manager. 

Increasing the Tensions 
It is doubtful that the United Nations can 

or will do anything about our Government’s 

report on the American Navy bomber shot down 

early this month by Soviet fighter planes In the 

general vicinity of Vladivostok. Like the similar 

destruction of one of our unarmed aircraft over 

the Ealtic Sea in April of last year, the incident 

probably will just take its place in the history 
books as ano'her of the numerous ugly develop- 

ments that have been dangerously envenoming 
our relations with the Kremlin and thus placing 
heavier and heavier strains on what is left of 

world peace. 
In its own version of the incident, of course, 

the Kremlin has depicted itself, with righteous 

indignation, as the injured party. Its protest 

—which our Charge d’Affaires in Moscow has 

accepted only as “a matter of information,” not 

a formal note—would have the world believe 

that our bomber violated Russian state territory t 

opened fire on the Red planes as they sought to 

make it land on a Soviet airport, and accord- 

ingly forced them to shoot back, after which it 

"went off in the direction of the sea and disap- 

peared.” The protest then goes on to demand 

that the United States punish those responsible 

and "immediately" act, to insure that the same 

thing will not happen again. 

But the American version is quite different. 

Without deigning to reply to the Kremlin, our 

Government has reported directly to the United 

Nations that the Navy bomber was shot down 

while returning from a weather reconnaissance 

for the U. N. Korean command and that it had 

made neither an intentional nor unplanned 

approach to the Soviet coastline. Far from hav- 

ing committed any violation, it “was intercepted 

and attacked without warning while over inter- 

national water” in the Sea of Japan—“well out- 

side of 20 miles” from Russian territory. In 

short, liie the plane destroyed In the Balti* area, 

it was ruuilessly and criminally hit during the 
course of a legitimate mission. 

Americans naturally will believe their own 
Government’s report, and Russians will believe 
the Kremlin's. As for the United Nations as a 
whole, the two versions are so much at variance 
and so difficult to check that there can hardly 
be a satisfactory international clarification. By 
and large, however, in view of the Soviet record 
of deceit and aggression, the free and informed 
peoples of the world are likely to place their 
faith in the facts set forth by the United States. 
Beyond that, not without reason, they will de- 
plore the incident as another grim example of 
how Stalin’s policy seems deliberately designed 
to aggravate, rather than ease, today’s grave 

war-breeding tensions. 

All Is Forgiven 
The invitation which has been extended to 

West Germany to join the family of free nations 
is not a flattering commentary on the past 
wisdom and vision of some statesmen. 

Six years ago we and our victorious associ- 
ates in World War II were bent upon the 
destruction of the sources of German power. 
8ome men holding high position in our Govern- 
ment were urging that Germany be reduced to 
the level of an agrarian land. But now the 
wheel has swung around. The Germans whose 

military power was to be forever destroyed are 

being assiduously courted as allies in the com- 
mon cause against the threat of an armed, 
militant and aggressive communism. We are 

asking them to re-arm and prepare to fight with 
the rest of us, subject to such “safeguards” as 

may be found in the creation of a federated 

European community controlling a common 

army. 

The agreement which has been approved in 
Paris by the Foreign Ministers of the United 

States, Britain, France and the Bonn regime 
of Chancellor Adenauer is merely a first step 
in what may prove to be a hard, slow journey. 
Before the “peace contract” agreed on by the 
Foreign Ministers can become operative, five 

supplementary conventions must be ratified. 
When these hurdles, and some of them will be 

difficult, have been surmounted, the whole 

project must win the approval of the partici- 
pating governments. 

At the end of this road, if it is successfully 
traveled, there will be found certain results. For 

Germany, battered into unconditiona' surrender 
six years ago, there awaits the reward of a 

restoration of sovereignty, almost, but not quite, 
total in form. For the continental victors of 

1945 there will be the promise of some kind of 
federation, economic and political, with a com- 
mon army reinforced by perhaps 12 German 

divisions. And for the skeptics, of whom there 
are many, there will be a new era of doubts 

and misgivings. 

If it be assumed that all of the difficulties, 
political and otherwise, can be overcome, and 

that the concept of a federated Europe is trans- 
formed into reality, the question remains 

whether, once again, wisdom is being subordi- 

nated to expediency. Will the Germans them- 

selves subscribe wholeheartedly to this project? 
As the restraints are lifted, will they keep within 
the contemplated framework? Or will they, as 

they gain in political, economic and military 
stature, bid for dominance in Europe or seek 

to drive a better bargain with the Russians? 

That these are among the substantial risks 

being taken can hardly be denied. Still, it is 

difficult to see how they can be avoided. For 

without Germany as a working partner there 

is little hope of achieving either a sound economy 
or an effective defense in Western Europe. The 

single fact which justifies assumption of the 

risks, and which brightens the outlook for even- 

tual success, is that in some such federation 

lies the only hope, not only for France and the 

others, but for the Germans as well, and intelli- 

gent men in all countries know it now, if they 
did not know it six years ago. 

Peace and the Hungry 
At its opening session in Rome, the United 

Nations Food and Agricultural Organisation has 

heard a report that grimly underscores the 

urgency of the peacemaking appeals that have 

been addressed to the Russians at the current 

meeting of the General Assembly in Paris. 

Submitted by Norris E. Dodd, director gen- 
eral of the FAO, the report warns of the grave 

dangers inherent in these facts: (1) That world 

food production has increased only 9 per cent in 

the past six years, whereas population has in- 

creased 12 per cent; (2) that most of the hunger 
areas are worse off now than in prewar days, 
while the well-fed areas have as much as ever, 
or even more; and that unless international 

action is taken to check this steady deterioration 

in output and distribution, “a rising tide of un- 

rest and revolution and war” will be inevitable. 

The nations, of course, have it within then- 

power to deal successfully with this situation. 

Although the population of the world is increas- 

ing at a rate of 200 million every decade—which 

means that there may be at least 4 billion human 

beings to feed 100 years from now—most experts 
are agreed that excellent diets can be augured 
for all merely by the application of present 
agricultural knowledge throughout the globe. 
Beyond that, there is a very real promise that 

science, working with things like growth-regu- 
lating compounds and the harnessed atom, will 

yet find the key to the production of a virtually 
limitless food supply. 

But the trouble is that present agricultural 
knowledge, leaving aside the great possibilities of 
the future, is not being applied with the vigor 
or on the scale required Projects like the Point 

Four Program—which envision the export of 

know-how and a relatively modest volume of 

technological equipment—are not being pushed 
the way they must be pushed if the backward 

areas, the areas that are the center of most of 

today’s dangerous mass unrest, are ever to rise 

from misery to a reasonably decent standard of 
life. Co-operative international action is urgently 
needed to cope with the problem, but no real 
action is being taken. 

Why? The answer Is that the major powers 
are preoccupied with the hot war in Korea and 
the cold war that threatens to become hot else- 

where. Thus, as they rearm to meet the menace 
of Red aggression, the Western Big Three are 
distracted from projects like Point Four, the more 
so because the Soviet Union seems determined 

to be deaf to appeals for co-operation in efforts to 
achieve step-by-step progress toward peace. 

As long as this situation obtains, as long as 
the Soviet Union refuses to do things like ending 
the Korean aggression and joining in a good 
German settlement, the world will continue to be 

diverted from the imperative task of building up 
its food resources. In sum, unless real progress 
can be made toward peace, the hungry can only 
look forward to more hunger, and that condition 
in turn will increase the possibility of a war 
that no people, Including the Russians, really 
want. The FAO report should be required read- 

ing at the Assembly meeting In Paris, particu- 
larly for Foreign Minister Vishlnsky. , 

It's Not What He Says But How He Says It 
By Robert K. Wolsh 

AS GEN. MacARTHUR'S speeches 
grow hotter to handle politically, 

they become harder to parallel histori- 
cally. 
American history serves up some siz- 

zling examples of polemic encounters, 
ranging from stiffly polite skirmishes to 
all-out campaigns, between Presidents 
and military men. But, in certain re- 

spects and attitudes, Gen. Mac Arthurs 
method of attacking President Truman’s 

policies—and doing it while in uniform 

and in the role of a general-for-life— 
has few if any exact precedents. 

Andrew’ Jackson, George B. McClellan, 
John C. Fremont, Alfred T. Mahan, 
Leonard Wood and Arthur MacArthur 

were among generals or admirals who 

disagreed to a spectacular degree with 
their commanders-in-chief. 

Historians, how’ever, see something 
different in the current MacArthur sit- 

uation, particularly in view of his recent 
frankly political speech in Seattle. It is, 
they note, not merely what he says but 
how he says it in five-star and national 
sounding-board fashion. 
Andrew Jackson, a first-class fighting 

man in more ways than one, stirred 

trouble nationally and internationally 
when in 1818, without orders, he marched 
troops into Spanish-held Florida and 

court-martialed and hanged two British 
subjects on charges of inciting Indian 
attacks. Old Hickory, while never at a 
loss for words, had no open break with 

President Monroe. He held his verbal 

charges and counter-charges fairly well 
in check until he met political foes in 

the civilian campaigns which eventually 
brought him to the White House. 

The patient President Lincoln had 

moi^ than his share of troubles along 
that line. Those difficulties, although 
often fundamentally political, developed 
mainly in the field. Whatever various 

Army or Navy chieftains thought of Mr. 
Lincoln, most of them managed to con- 
fine their comments to comparatively 
small circles. 
Removal of Gen. McClellan from ac- 

tive command in November, 1862, only 
two months after the battle at Antletam, 
caused a bitter controversy. ‘‘Little Mac” 
was ordered to await orders at Trenton, 

—AP Photo. 

GENERAL MacARTHUR. 
Not following history. 

N. J„ and he kept right on waiting for 
orders that never came. 

Dissimilarities outweigh similarities in 
seeking for a paijallel between Gen. Mc- 
Clellan who w’as relieved of command 

for "overcautiousness'’ and Gen. Mac- 

Art hur who can hardly be accused of 
that. It is true that Gen. McClellan 

when nominated to oppose Lincoln for 
the Presidency in 1864, did not resign 
his Army commission until election day. 
Yet, the personal campaign he waged 
against President Lincoln was by all ac- 
counts circumspect. He lost, of course. 
Fremont, the Republican Party’s first 

nominee for President in 1856, was a 

Civil War officer whom Lincoln did not 

regard as a model major general. He 

issued a proclamation in Missouri in 

1861 “confiscating” property of "rebels” 
and "freeing” the slaves. President Lin- 

coin “suggested” that this was prema- 
ture. Gen. Fremont refused to back 
down. A nervous compromise was 

worked out and the President issued 
a “modification” order. But Fremont’s 
days a man on horseback were num- 
bered and he soon was transferred from 
Missouri to western Virginia. Later he 
asked to be relieved of active duty. 
Geh. Grant, who sought to hold mid- 

dle ground in the running fight between 
President Andrew Johnson and Congress, 
nevertheless opposed the President on 
a memorable occasion. The President 
had dismissed Secretary of War Stanton 
and installed Gen. Grant. Contrary to 
the President's orders, the general turned 
over the office to Stanton when the 
Senate refused to concur in the dis- 
missal. 

In more recent years Admiral Mahan, 
then retired, was ordered by Secretary 
of the Navy Daniels during World War I 
to make no speeches against Admin- 
istration wartime policy. President Wil- 
son as early as 1914 issued an order for- 
bidding military leaders from speaking 
or writing contrary to the strict neu- 
trality policy. 

Perhaps the most outspoken military 
critic of presidential policies on defense 
during the Wilson Administration was 
Gen. Leonard Wood. His friends, includ- 
ing Theodore Roosevelt, said that was 
why Gen. Wood did not serve in France 
during the war. Gen. Wood was a 

prominent contender for the 1920 G. O. P. 
presidential nomination. 
Other instances of “independence” 

above and beyond the call of routine 
duty of Army and Navy officers could be 
cited. The story of the coolness between 
President Taft and Lt. Gen. Arthur 
MacArthur (the present general's father) 
has been revived for comparative and 
other purposes. Several names of more 
recent memory have cropped up. 
The past may have provided Gen. 

Douglas MacArthur with strategic ideas 
but he displays individualistic variations, 
as does President Truman. If all those 
by-gone generals and admirals could 
observe the extraordinary elements in 
the present controversy, they probably 
would form ranks and silently salute 
both sides. 
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Nearby School Issue 
Ivan Booker, assistant director of re- 

search of the National Education Asso- 

ciation, has denied my charges that 

Arlington has a school "machine.'’ As 

a very important cog in the "machine,” 
and one whose reputation as an inde- 

pendent, fair-minded citizen is at stake 
in the community, I can understand 

why he seeks to explain away these 

charges and to distract attention from 
the issue by countercharges. 

Mr. Booker was chairman of the 

school board nominating convention 

that nominated the six school board 

candidates for the three seats that were 

filled in the recent election. At this 

convention the 12 aspirants were given 
exactly 4 minutes each to state their 

views on school problems and issues, 
and no questions from the delegates 
were permitted until the first and 

decisive ballot had been taken. 

I made repeated efforts to amend the 
rules to give the candidates who were 

not incumbents a chance to become 

known to the delegates, but was howled 
down by the school “machine,” who 
were aided and abetted by several ques- 
tionable parliamentary decisions on the 

part of Mr. Booker. By taking ad- 

vantage of the general lack of infor- 

mation about the candidates, by hold- 

ing caucuses, making deals, and carry- 
ing on a telephone campaign, the school 
"machine” was able to nominate all 

six candidates and eliminate any pos- 
sibility of the voters having a real choice 
on school issues. 

For years I sought to restore control 
of the Arlington school system to the 

parents, taxpayers, and voters, and 

through the Civic Federation, Citizens’ 

Committee for Scnool Improvements, 
and non-partisan politics launched the 

effort that resulted in the legislation 
that created the elected school board. 

In so doing, however, I never intended 

to merely swap control by Richmond, 
the local branch of the State political 
"machine,” and the real estate interests 
for control by self-seeking opportunists, 
educational theorists, cliques, fat cat 

school contractors and crackpot spend- 
thrifts. 

I am still fighting for non-partisan 
principles. 

Harley M. Williams. 

Echoes of Football 
With reference to the current unrest 

in Chapel Hill. N. C.. over the apparent 
inability of venerable Carl Snavely to 
produce a bowl candidate this year, 

Notre Dame's Prank Leahy has with 
admirable restraint correctly expressed 
himself in The Star to the effect that 
if the current dissension in Chapel Hill 
succeeds in displacing Snavely then "we 
really have a problem.” This is a mas- 

ter understatement. 

Of course the problem is probably 
more accentuated at Chapel Hill, with 

four top-flight football teams within 25 
miles of the city, and a voracious 

alumni, impatient w’ith an “also-ran.” 
The fact is that Mr. Snavely is recog- 
nized as one of the country’s foremost 
coaches, and given any kind of material 
at all, he will stack up w7ith the best of 
them, as witness his record following 
the w7ar years. 

North Carolina officials aren’t adding 
to their stature, by their unusual silence 
amid the rumblings. Gordon Gray could 
display the same kind of intelligent 
understanding of the problem that was 
his trademark here in Washington by 
giving Mr. Snavely a vote of confidence. 
All Tarheels should realize that this 

type of sniping is as big an evil as any 
that has plagued collegiate football. 

Ted L. Humes. 
* * 

The Star is an excellent paper but 
it has gone out on a limb with its edi- 
torial on Maryland's bowl-bound foot- 
ball team. The editorial states that 
“never before has a local team reached 
that pinnacle . . .” “Local.” Indeed! 
A New York judge exploded this fallacy. 
Of 97 players on Maryland’s team, no 
less than 60 are from outside the State. 

E. H. 

The Board's 'Public Meeting' 
I was quite shocked to read your 

editorial comments, dated November 20, 
1951, on Arlington’s audit. Your writer, 
no doubt, was unaware that all of the 
discussion took place at a ’’public meet- 
ing” and that it is all a matter of 

’’public record.” No member has made, 
or ever attempted to make, any effort 
to cover up or bury the audit. It was 
received in precisely the same manner 
that I have received previous audits. 
All members offered their copies for 
loan to any interested parties. There 
is a copy available to the ’’public" in 

the clerk to the board’s office. True, 
there were no reporters present in the 
room. All this took place at the end 
of a long, strenuous session. Mr. Cox 
had stated that it wras a stupid pro- 

cedure and that the rest of the board 
was stupid in their action. 

By the way! Does the Editor know 
that my copy was borrowed that very 

evening by The Star for a period of 
three days that they might review’ and 
analyze the contents? Does he -know 
that a copy has been furnished to each 
of the following for review: 

1. Fiscal Affairs Advisory Committee. 
2. Management and Procedures Com- 
mittee. This, plus the usual Adminis- 

trative Analysis. 
The above is a factual presentation 

of our audit. 
I want constructive criticism, and if 

you have a better suggestion how it 
could be handled, contact me. 

A. E. Frisbie, 
Member Arlington County Board. 
(Editor’s Note: Mr. Frisbie’s use of 

quotation marks on the phrase 

“public meeting” is appropriate. 
Reporters had been excluded from the 
meeting in question and they were 
not notified that they could return 
at any time before adjournment. 
The official transcript of the ses- 
sion shows that the chairman of the 
board advised against any “positive 
gesture” to make the audit available 
to the public. The transcript does 
not record that Mr. Frisbie joined 
Board Member Robert W. Cox in 
speaking out against the chairman’s 
view and in insisting that the press 
should be notified that the audit was 
available. Mr. Frisbie did lend his 
copy of the audit to a Star reporter 
Bfter the board had voted to make 
the audit report a part of the public 
record.) 

The Odds in Korea 
The featured letter by Capt. Frederick 

L Oliver, U. S. N., on your editorial page 
November 21 is a direct compliment to 
your staff. The precise analysis and 
direct presentation of fact by a profes- 
sional naval officer clearly portrays the 
air and consequently all phases of the 
war in Korea. 

The captain shunts propaganda and 
accentuates the plight of our airmen in 
Korea. Our flyers are being called upon 
to outfight vast odds now, as our in- 
fantrymen were in the beginning and 
still are. What now? Will our fleet be 
asked to fight against vast odds? Fortu- 
nately not. There exists no combina- 
tion of naval power that can equal the 
United States Navy. 

Nevertheless, we must accept the fact 
that our enemy operationally utilizes 
planes mechanically the equivalent of 
our first-line ships throughout Eur-Asia. 
We must therefore stress the impor- 
tance of our carrier-based air power. 
This country can never overstress the 
importance of seaborne airfields within 
the next decade. 

In addition, it is passing strange that 
six United States divisions backed by 
comparable air power are placed on the 
European continent to defend, stem, 
stop, or what have you, some 200 or 

more Russian divisions backed by air 
power with a 10-to-l advantage. Our 
allies are still questioning the advisabil- 
ity of defense. 

Unfortunately the Korean war re- 

mains the same: Too little, too late. 
Casualties obviously mean nothing to 
the executors of our fate. They and 
our noble Allies prefer to settle 10 cents 
on the life and try the European brand 
of "defense.” 

To return to the original, The Star 
should attempt to have Capt. Oliver's 
letter circulated throughout the Nation. 
The opinions expressed in this letter are 
my own. 

Richard King Patch, 

Captain, U. S. A., Retired. 

Purcellville, Va. 

This and That . . . 
By Charles E. Tracewell 

“ALEXANDRIA, Va. 
“Dear Sir: 

"Having recently moved to a new 

location—putting up our bird feeders in 
the first hour here—we are hopefully 
awaiting birds. 
"At our former home we had listed 

38 varieties to visit us in the year and 

around 15 kinds daily. 
"Each new arrival here is a thrill to 

see, as one felt a bit guilty in ending a 
source of food for such grand compan- 
ions through the years. 

“Just a few days before leaving we 
had a chipmunk feed daily. He acted 
so secure in his belief that he had found 
a good place. 
“We purchased each month 100 

pounds of cracked, mixed grain as for 
young chickens, 20 pounds of sunflower 
seed. 10 of peanut hearts, plus raisins, 
suet and extra bread. 

* * 

"To date here we have seen nine old 

friends, and a 10th yesterday strange 
to us. 
“There were three of the strangers: 

black all over with the exception of an 
orange <almost red' stripe across the 

wings nearer the tips a trifle than the 
middle of the wing. 
“They were not close to the house, 

nor still long, but one did fly nearer so 
that I wondered if the top of the head 
was a trifle brownish. 

“I wondered if it could be a cowbird, 
but never had seen one with the orange 

stripe across the wing. Not as large as 
the jay, but judging from 75 feet, the 
tail seemed comparative and about the 

,£ime length in ratio to bird size./ t 

“The black was deep black, and from 
this distance showed jio speckled pat- 
tern. 

“Can you identify them from this 

meager description? 
“I am interested in noting the female 

cardinal here for several days but no 

male as yet. Formerly it seemed that 
the male was always the advance guard. 

“Perhaps I have not seen him, as this 
is a busy household just now, caring 
for a little lady in her 102d year, requir- 
ing increased attention these days, but 
neither she at the window nor I in pass- 
ing has noted the brilliant red flashing 
by or at the feeders. 

“Templeton Jones, in one of your re- 
cent articles, tossing his coin brings to 
mind the Chinese sticks. One wonders 
about the ability of folks who can accept 
these decisions; they seem like too much 
renunciation of one’s own free will to 

act and to decide for one's self, yet 
curiosity can at times, rare times, cause 
one to try just to see. Queer people, we 

“Sincerely, M. L. D.” 
•k 

The bird is the red-winged blackbird. 

It is a plentiful species around Alex- 
andria and along the Potomac. 

No one need feel upset in leaving a 
home where bird feeding has gone on 
for years. 

Nowadays there are always other 

persons feeding them nearby, if not in 
the same block, then in a block a quarter 
of a mile away, or closer or farther away. 

And what is a quarter of a mile, or 

half a mile, or a mile, or 10 miles, to a 
bird? 

They are the freest of living things, 
and think no more of flying to ftockville 
for their dinner than most human 

beings do of walking across the street. 

Another point— 
No matter how much we feed the 

birds, we can in no sense really “spoil” 
them, for behind their activities lie lit- 

erally millions of years of activities. 

They may return to a yard for three 
or four days, but once they make up 
their odd little minds that the “hand- 
outs” are gone, they will fly away to 
some other place. 
Their beady little eyes see far and 

wide, and they also have ears. But it is 
with their eyes they see, not so much 
the food itself, as the congregation of 
birds. 

They do not have to see, them on the 
ground, even, but are able to watch the 
inflying of many from different direc- 
tions, and once they see this they know 
that “something is going on,” most 

probably in the food line. 

Hence all persons who move, and so 
give up feeding birds in one spot, need 
not in the least feel any more than a 

temporary guilt at deserting them. 

They are all God’s children, and in 
a better sense than can be applied to 
us, they deserve well of Him, and are 
supplied their daily food whether we 

know about it or not. They are fed, at 
least, until man’s interference with 

nature upsets the precious balance 
ordained In the first place. 

Scientists Watch Sun 
For New Phenomenon 

Reverse of Sunspots Recorded 
In Obscure Solar Flares 

By Thomas R. Henry 
A “sun patrol” soon may be thrown 

around the world. 

With newly devised automatons as 

sentries, its object will be to keep a 
24-hour watch for a recently found and 
still obscure phenomenon, the solar flare. 
This is the reverse of a sunspot, a 

dark spot which appears on the sun’s 

surface and which indicates a cooler 

region in the flaming gases. The flare 

ir; an area of invisible brightness, usually 
quite close to a sunspot and of about 

the same size. Such a region obviously 
is much hotter, as the sunspot is much 

cooler, than its surroundings. 
From such a spot comes an enormously 

accentuated radiation of very short-wave 

ultraviolet light, invisible to the human 
eye. There also appears to be a radia- 

tion of infinitesimally minute particles, 
like electrons. There is, however, not 
much, if any increase in visible light, so 
that such an area cannot be detected 
except with special instruments. 

Sunspots Wax and Wane. 

Sunspots have been studied intensively 
for the past century. Their numbers 

wax and wane over definite cycles of 

years. They are believed to have con- 
siderable effect on the earth’s weather. 

All sorts of other phenomena have been 
associated with them, ranging from ani- 
mal migrations to fluctuations of the 

stock market and the incidence of wars. 

There is reason to believe that these 

“ultra-violet sunspots" also produce con- 
siderable effects on earth, especially on 
radio transmission in the extreme upper 
limits of the atmosphere. Some of the 

particles apparently are shot out with 
such force that they traverse the 93,000,- 
000 miles of space between earth and 
sun with almost the speed of light. 
There, as yet, is no evidence that they 
recur in cycles. 
The new instrument for observing 

them has just been reported to the 

American Association for the Advance- 

ment of Science here by Dr. John W. 
Evans of Harvard University’s high alti- 
tude observatory and the University of 
Colorado. It is a so-called bi-fringent 
filter attached to a telescope and an 
automatically operating camera. The 
visible light of the sun is shut out. The 
flares hitherto have been observed with 
other instruments with which only rough 
results were possible. 

One Station in Action. 

One of the new instruments has been 
set up on Sacramento Peak, California, 
site of the Harvard Observatory. This 
has kept up a constant patrol of the 
sun since last March. Another is to 
be set up at the University of Colorado 
station at Climax. Colo. The work at 
Sacramento Peak has been carried out 
under auspices of the research branch 
of the Air Forces while the Office of 
Naval Research has had a similar role 
at Climax. Another instrument for the 
same type of observations now is being 
constructed in Australia. 
But from these three stations. Dr. 

Evans says, only very incomplete obser- 
vations can be made. Before the nature 
and significance of the flares is thor- 

oughly understood it will be essential to 

ring the globe with such instruments, 
so that the whole solar disk can be 

kept under observation throughout each 
24 hours. 
The Sacramento Peak instrument runs 

each day whenever the sun is free of 
clouds, taking exposures at minute in- 
tervals. At the end of the day the 
film is processed and dries overnight. 
The next morning it is examined for 
flares. The position and area of each 
one discovered are measured, the bright- 
ness estimated, and the minutes of dis- 
covery. maximum brightness and end- 
ing are noted. The information imme- 
diately is sent in a coded telegram to 
the National Bureau of Standards in 
Washington, where it is correlated with 
various other data. Presumably the 
same practice will b“ followed at other 
stations. 

For Radio Broadcasting. 
It now has been found. Dr. Evans 

says, that the flare areas serve as radio 
broamasting stations. One of them 
emits 10,000 times as much “radio 
noise” as comes from most similar areas 
on the solar surface. Typical flares 
have been found to appear suddenly 
and rise to maximum brightness in a 
few minutes. Then they die out gradu- 
ally over a period of about a half hour. 
Small flares are most numerous, and 
the frequency decreases steadily with 
increasing area. 

At present a flare is being detected 
about once every eight hours. Their 
frequency seems to follow roughly the 
sunsnot cycle, although it is too early 
to say that they have any real cvcle 
of their own. 

In a little more than six months 
352 such flares have been recorded at 
the Sacramento Peak station. 

Questions and Answers 
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By THE HASKIN SERVICE. 
Q. Is It not a fact that the price of 

a postal card was 2 cents about the time 
of World War I?—G. F. 

A. Yes. The Post Office Department 
says that the 2-cent postal card, known 
as the Number 9 card, was first issued 
on October 22. 1917. 

Q. What is a simple home method of 
cleaning wedding and engagement 
rings?—G. N. 

A. Periodic cleaning with soap, water 
and ammonia is suggested by experts to 
restore the brilliance of diamonds, and 
of platinum, palladium or gold settings. 
A toothbrush is a good cleaning tool. 

Child at Piano 
Long after she is gone, long, long after 
this room is emptied of her stiver laugh- 

ter, 
when she has left me as girls always go 
for some new home, still I shall set her 

so— 

Her hands poised like white doves above 
a dovecote— 

the spinet’s keyboard—, her fingers 
tossed, afloat 

on ivory waves of sound, her eyes intent 
on music written for her instrument. 

And out. of her, as from a bird's full 
throat. 

the beauty of each rich, cascading note 
drawn up and pouring forth with such 

sure grace 

that it uplifts her soul, illumes her face. 

Long after she is gone, though bench be 
bare 

of her, I still shall see her there— 
caught up by wonder, shall hear through 

silent gloom 
her music rippling through the empty 

room. 

; Helen Harrington. ^ 


