
News of Music Trapp Family Singers Re'Create 
Christmas Eve in Austrian Village 

By Alice Eversman 
The spirit of Christmas in its 

most tender form descended on 

the audience in Constitution Hallj 
last night with the singing of 

carols by the Trapp Family Sing- 
ers. This finished the program 
given under the direction of Dr. 

Franz Wasner and had a drama- 

tic, nostalgic impact. For the 

Trapp Family turned back the 
pages of time to re-create a 

Christmas Eve in an Austrian 
mountain village where the house- 
hold, led by the father, greets 
the advent of the holy season in 
traditional manner. Earlier in the 
program, Dr. Wasner asked the 
audience to signify its desire for 
encores for, at the close, he 
wished it to carry away the strains 
of “Silent Night.” 

At the same time, he explained 
the absence of Mrs. Trapp, who 
was recovering from two serious 
operations and was not yet per- 
mitted to join her touring family. 
The concert had a special point— 
the local debut of, Johannes 
Trapp, the youngest member of 
the family. Born in this country, 
Johannes is now about 14 years 
old. He won a genuine personal 
triumph in his performance on 
the soprano recorder of the 
anonymous 17th century “Partita 
ex Vienna,” accompanied by Dr. 
Wasner on the virginal, and as 
solo singer of the aria “Augelletti” 
from Handel’s “Rinaldo,” to the 
accompaniment of soprano rec- 
order, two alto recorders, viola da 
gamba, and virginal, played by 
his sisters and brother, Werner 
Trapp, and Dr. Wasner. As encore 
he sang Bach’s “Sheep May Safely 
Graze” with the original orches- 
tration. His soprano voice is re- 

markably fine in the higher re- 
gister. 

The exceptional type of singing 
the Trapp Family brought to this 
country and continued to develop 
has had no rival. It has nobility, 
artistry and appeal in equal 
measure. While the general effect 
Is that of simplicity, the musical 
requirements of the greater part 
cf the program call for sound 
knowledge and a fine ear. None 
of the voices stands out for an 
arresting quality but all are sweet 
toned and pure. The delivery of 
the sacred numbers was polished 
In the extreme yet so smooth that 
the complexities of the music were 
not evident. 

All are skilled performers on the 
old instruments, the girls and Jo- 
hannes being expert on the re- 
corders and Mr. Trapp thoroughly 
proficient on the six-stringed viola 
da gamba. Dr. Wasner, besides di- 
recting and playing the virginal, 
sarig the bass parts in all the 
numbers. The gamut of tone was 
as velvet, and its way was blended 
or woven through the music in- 
gratiatingly. Two numbers sung 
in English, one in Italian and one 
in Spanish, strange to say, brought 
out another quality, something 
more vivid and brilliant. 

The encores were many after 
the intermission. The last half 
of the program was sung around a 
table where a single, large red 
candle burned and with no other 
light except that from the lan- 
terns each singer carried as the 
village ritual began. At one corner 
of Constitution Hall stage was a 

beautifully trimmed Christmas 
tree, decorated by the St. Mary’s 
Mothers Club of St. Mary’s Paro- i 
chial School in Alexandria. Va.,' 
which sponsored the concert in 
co-operation with the Patrick 
Hayes Bureau. It was a benefit 
for the school fund. 

Singers in 'The Wishful Taw' 
Do Well After Slow Start 

By Elena de Sayn 
The Hopwood prize-winning 

folk opera, “The Wishful Taw.” by 
Elizabeth Wilson, was given its 
first of four consecutive perform- 

I ances in the Jefferson Auditorium 
last night, presented by the De- 

partment of Agriculture Opera 
Workshop, sponsored jointly by 
the Department and the Agricul- j 
ture Post and Unit No. 36 of the 
American Legion. Based on a story 
of Ozark mountaineers and given 
In the dialect of that section, the 

production was interspersed with, 
folk music and dance. Nine prin- 
cipals, a small chorus and youth- 
ful dancers gave a good imper- 
sonation of life in these particular 
mountains. 

With unavoidable delays at 
starting on time, for which all 
amateur performances are noted, 
the folk-opera moved along rath- 
er cautiously to the meager ac- 

companiment supplied by two 

pianos. Placed at the two extreme 
ends below the stage, they lacked 
concentration of tone, solidity 
and buoyancy to give confidence 
to the singers and prevent lagging. 
The musical part of the play gave 
a rather disjointed impression. 
The score did not seem to be 
well-knit together and modula- 
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tions from one number into an-! 
other were rather haphazard 
and amateurish. Yet the selection 
of songs was interesting, even if 
they did not always move along 
as they should have. 

However, once started, all of 
the singers did their parts well. 
Anne Gould, as Tess Lankle; Anita 

| Herndon, as Lorny Duke, and 
Armand Thierry, as Vincent St. 
jjohn, disclosed sweet voices and 
presented a good portrayal of 

: the love triangle which runs 
through the play. Grace Mehl 
has a decided talent for acting 

and was a moving spirit of the 
performance as Granny Goober. 

Richard Baxter was subtle in 
his excellent impersonation of 

iJape Whitty, the thief, who was 

responsible for the killing of the 
wrong man. The scene on Haver’s 
Hill, in which Irving Chandler, as 

Gamp Goober, and Leonard 
Holmes, as Big Duke, play an all 
important part in the quintet of 
huntsmen, was the best in free- 
dom of expression and animation. 
George Rinehart was always 
amusing in the role of Marryin 
Buryin Si, which he did not 

overdo. James Howell, as Eb Tuttle, 
contributed to the ensemble in 
the quintet. The simple stage 
settings provided sufficient illu- 
sion. 

Quake Rocks Mexico City 
MEXICO CITY, Dec. 12 (vP).—A 

moderate earthquake swayed tall 
buildings in Mexico City last night. 
The Seismographical observatory 
said the center was about 100 
miles southeast of Mexico City 
in a thinly populated area of 
Oaxaca State. 
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