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Keep the Board Independent 
The District Recreation Board is fully jus- 

tified in protesting any move by the District 
Commissioners to restrict its authority as ad- 
ministrator of the public recreational program 
In Washington’s schools, parks and other public 
properties. The original Robinson reorganiza- 
tion plan had excluded the Recreation Board 
from the proposed realignment of District activi- 
ties, but the Commissioners later, by a two-to- 
one decision (General Robinson dissenting), voted 
to integrate the board with the municipal gov- 
ernment. The agency rightly contends that such 
an integration is contrary to the basic principle 
underlying Public Law 534, which created the 
board as a separate office. The act gave the 
board wide authority over recreation not only 
In District playgrounds and parks but also in 
Federal areas of the National Capital. There 
are good reasons for continuing that arrange- 
ment. 

One of the persuasive reasons is that most 
Of the recreational space supervised by the board 
is under control of the Department of the Interior 
and the Board of Education, an independent 
agency. (Tpe Commissioners have voted to keep 
the latter independent.) Only a small part of 
the land is under municipal control. Neither 
the Federal Government nor the' Board of Edu- 
cation would be likely to agree to surrender the 
voice they now have in affairs of the Recreation 
Board. As constituted under the 1942 law, the 
board consists of four lay members and repre- 
sentatives of the schools, the District govern- 
ment and National Capital Parks. The joint- 
control plan has worked well and has saved the 
taxpayers money. For example, economies have 
resulted from centralization of maintenance and 

planning in National Capital Parks, which is well 
equipped to perform these services. 

Why upset a plan that has proved eminently 
successful? To return the recreational setup to 
the municipal government would be to return to 
a system of conflict, overlapping and confusion 
that Congress wisely scrapped nearly a decade 
ago. The Commissioners should grant the Rec- 
reation Board’s request for a chance to acquaint 
them with “facts, conditions, administrative 
complexities and other data” warranting reten- 
tion of the present plan. The matter is too 

Important to be decided without hearing the 
board’s side of the case. 

The Deadlock Remains 
It should surprise nobody that the Big Four, 

after their ten days of secret disarmament talks 
in Paris, have come out into the open with 

nothing more than an agreement to have the 
United Nations General Assembly create a new 

commission to deal with their disagreement. 
This merely confirms what had been generally 
regarded as a foregone conclusion at the very 
start of the talks. To have expected a better 
outcome—a real meeting of minds—would have 
been to take a naively wishful view of the great 
gulf that exists between the Soviet Union on one 

side and France, Britain and the United States 
On the other. 

What the General Assembly will now un- 

dertake to do is to merge the deadlocked Atomic 

Energy Commission and the deadlocked Com- 
mission on Conventional Armaments into a single 
new agency made up of the Security Council’s 
11 members plus Canada. That is all that the 
Big Four’s Paris agreement amounts to. The 
projected agency—assuming that its creation is 
not blocked by arguments over what sort of 
directives should be addressed to it—will simply 
take over the two separate deadlocks and try 
to break them with an all-inclusive, one-package 
approach to the problem of controlling A-bombs 
and every other type of weapon without excep- 
tion. As matters Stand today, however, the 
probability is that this consolidated effort will 
result in little more than a kind of consolidated 
super-deadlock. 

This is so because of the difficulty of work- 
ing out a compromise between the rival Soviet 

and Anglo-French-American disarmament plans. 
In essence, our Western proposal calls for step- 
by-step action—climaxed by an agreement on 

rigid atomic control—to establish a vetoless sys- 
tem under which all the arms and armed forces 
of the major powers would be subjected to the 
strictest kind of unhampered international in- 

spection and regulation. In other words, while 
outlawing weapons like the A-bomb and reducing 
the size of military establishments everywhere, 
the system would be conditioned on the creation 
of genuinely effective machinery for cohtinuous, 
world-wide verification and policing to guard 
against violations and evasions by any country 
secretly preparing to launch a war of aggression. 
A mere glance at the Kremlin’s counterproposal 
Is enough to show why there has been nothing 
but deadlock for the past several years. 

For the Russian plan, in sum and substance, 
would have the effect of obliging the West to 

give up at once the main thing—our present 
atomic superiority—that protects it by serving 
as a deterrent to all-out Soviet aggression. That 
is to say, what the Kremlin demands is an 

Immediate unconditional ban on A-weapons. It 
demands, further, that we agree to- this on the 
basis of no better guarantee than an assertion 
of its willingness to co-operate eventually in a 

control organization functioning within the 

framework of the Security Council. What that 
means is that the Red veto would Always be 

available to prevent the real U. N. policing behind 
the Iron Curtain. Our side, of course, will never 

assent to such a fraudulent proposal, and so 

the present prospect—barring a basic change in 

Moscow—is that the disarmament deadlock will 

continue while history’s deadliest arms raoe goes 
on and on. 

Actually, it is difficult to see how this out- 
look can be improved by anything less than a 

fevolution in Soviet thinking and policy. For 

the truth is that the Kremlin, if there is ever 
to be disarmament and an international control 
system in which all nations can have confidence, 
must one day do away with the Iron Curtain and 
shift from subversion and aggression to a pro- 
gram of co-operation. Certainly, the projected 
new U. N. commission will hardly be able to stop 
the arms race until the leopard thus changes 
his spots. Meanwhile, for survival’s sake, the 
free world must keep on building up its defenses 
against him. 

Mr. McGrath Pleads Ignorance 
If one wishes to adapt and apply the old 

maxim that ignorance of the law is no defense, 
Attorney General McGrath has not come off 
well in his appearance before the House sub- 
committee investigating tax scandals in the 
Department of Justice. 

On the basis of Mr. McGrath’s own testi- 
mony, there were at least three occasions when, 
if he had probed a little deeper, he would have 
discovered that there was more to the activities 
of T. Lamar Caudle, one of his principal assist- 
ants* than seemingly met the eye. 

Nearly two years ago the Deputy Attorney 
General, Peyton Ford, informed Mr. McGrath 
that he had instructed a tax attorney in one 

case to bypass Mr. Caudle, the chief of the 
Tax Division, and to deal directly with him, 
Mr. Ford. The reason was that Mr. Caudle was 

suspected of “leaking” information in the case 

to a Congressman, who, in his turn, apparently 
was passing the information on to the prospec- 
tive defendants. Mr. McGrath says that, not 

knowing of the subsequent leaks to the defend- 
ants, he simply approved the action taken by 
Mr. Ford, and did nothing further. In other 
words, the first clear warning signal that all 
was not well with Mr. Caudle was ignored. 

The next occasion involved Mr. Caudle’s 
expenses-paid -trip to Europe. Mr. McGrath 
accepted without question his subordinate’s 
explanation of the purpose of the trip, with the 
result that he did not know all' of the reasons 

for the journey and did not learn that Mr. 
Caudle borrowed $2,000 from the sponsor. The 
third occasion came when Mr. Caudle sought 
permission to accept a $5,000 fee for selling an 

airplane. Mr. McGrath asked whether Govern- 
ment property was involved and whether the 
parties to the sale were involved in matters 
before the Justice Department. Upon receiving 
negative answers, he approved acceptance of the 
fee. A few questions would have revealed a great 
deal as to the character of the purchaser and 
the details of the transaction. But Mr. McGrath 
did not ask them, although he knew or should 
have known that Mr. Caudle’s sense of discre- 
tion, to say the least, was of doubtful quality. 

With respect to all of the other matters 

involving Mr. Caudle, matters which the sub- 
committee chairman describes as amounting to 
a “breach of public trust,” Mr. McGrath simply 
pleads ignorance. He never heard of them, even 

after others, including some in his own depart- 
ment, learned of them. 

The embarrassment, and it must be acute 
embarrassment, which this has brought to Mr. 
McGrath can be put down as the penalty for 
an excess of confidence and trust in his subordi- 
nates. That appears to be the inference which 
his testimony invites one to draw. But if one 

adopts the doctrine that the head of a depart- 
ment is responsible for the conduct of that de- 

partment, then a harsher judgment is warranted. 
For Mr. McGrath, even after being put on notice 
that Mr. Caudle could not be fully trusted, con- 

tinued nevertheless to trust him, and the result 
of that has been a serious injury to the good 
name of the Department of Justice. On that 

score, the plea of ignorance is not a valid defense. 

Trucks on Shirley Highway 
Motorists who use the Shirley Highway, 

Virginia’s conception of the justly famed Merritt 
Parkway in Connecticut, will be glad to know 
that Arlington’s delegation to the General As- 

sembly intends to fight for the elimination of 
trucks from the heavily traveled memorial road 
This is an*objective well worth the determined 
efforts of State Senator Fenwick and Delegates 
Magruder and Damm, for it involves not ohly 
preservation of the landscaping of the boulevard 
but the safety and comfort of the public. 

Already the plans for flanking the two pa*ed 
lanes with grass and shrubbery are in peril as 

a result of the opening of the highway to heavy 
truck traffic which formerly was confined to the 
nearby U. S. 1 route. Newly seeded strips along 
the shoulders have been rutted by trailer 
trucks, forced to stop for repairs or other causes. 

“Keep Off” signs are futile under such circum- 
stances. 

More serious than the destruction of the 
landscaping, however, is the Increase in traffic 
hazards coincident with the taking down by the 
State Highway Commission of the original 
“No Trucks” signs. The commission explained 
that trucks were barred only during construc- 
tion of the boulevard. Commission officials con- 

tended that trucks could not be permanently 
barred under any existing law. But the Arling- 
ton County Board, the Arlington School Board 
and numerous civic groups believe that there 
should be some law to permit exclusion of trucks 
from the highway in the interest of safety. Most 
motorists who had the pleasure of driving on 

the fine road prior to lifting of the truck ban also 
believe “there ought to be a law” to prevent 
such a change as has befallen Shirley. It is a 

change that undoubtedly would have saddened 
the heart of the boulevard builder for whom the 
highway was named, the late Henry G. Shirley. 

Exit the Yankee Clipper 
Joe Di Maggio’s final decision to retire from 

baseball will sadden his many admirers, al- 
though the news is not unexpected. The aging 
Yankee Clipper (he is all of 37) had indicated 
his intention of quitting the game after the 
past World Series. He did all right in that 
series, after getting off to a poor start, but he 
had just struggled through his worst season in 
the big leagues. It was a season which saw 

Joe’s prestige as a slugger slump so low that 
opposing pitchers often walked the batter ahead 
of him in order to pitch to the once-dangerous 
hitter. Toward the end of the season he was 

tven benched for a while. 

Nobody was more keenly aware of his fading 
prowess at the plate than Di Maggio himself. 
Never one to brag about his prodigious feats 
as a long-ball hitter, Joe was one of the first 
to admit that the old zip was gone from his 
bat. But, every time he talked of retiring, his 
teammates, his manager and his other friends 
urged him to reconsider. They hated the thought 
of a Yankee team without Jolting Joe in the 
clean-up spot. They knew, however, that the 
end of a great baseball career was near. Now 
Joe has dropped the curtain of his own initiative. 
He leaves a record which places him in the select 
class of Ty Cobb and Babe Ruth, a record marked 
by batting feats in 1(T world championship series, 
by 361 homers and by a fine display of clean 
sportsmanship over his 13 years of big-league 
activity. Baseball will miss the Yankee Clipper. 

Grim Life of a Foreign Correspondent 
By William H. Moneman 

BORDEAUX. France. — Wars come 
and go, cabinets fall, and genera- 

tions of French gourmets pass on to 
the Elysian fields, sped thither by life- 
time devotion to rich food and vintage 
wines. 

But the Chapon Fin, which is prob- 
ably the finest restaurant in the whole 
wide world, remains its incredible, im- 

peccable self. We last visited the Chapor^ 
Fin on June 20, 1940, just as the French 
government was capitulating to the 

Germans.^ 
Our disgust at finding members of 

the French cabinet stuffing themselves 
with sole and pulet de bresse and crepes 
suzette evaporated by the time we had 
started on a bottle of Chateau Yquem 
1918 and a red mullet. Then we caught 
a boat through the submarine-cluttered 
waters of the Bay of Biscay and never 
saw the place again until a few days 
ago. 

The Chapon Fin achieves what mil- 
lions of other restaurants try to achieve 
and rarely do—a peaceful, homelike, yet 
distinguished atmosphere. No waiters 
rush at you as you pass in under the 
1890 model canopy of colored glass, just 
off the Place des Grands Hommes, and 
enter the quiet corridor. You pass a cozy 
old-fashioned sitting room on your left. 

Letters to Th< 
Urges Traffic, Transit Authority 

Your newspaper Is performing a sig- 
nificant public service by the publicity 
it recently has given to the increasingly 
critical problem of traffic congestion in 
the Washington Metropolitan Area. 
Public apathy in this regard seems 
largely due to lack of information, not 
to lack of interest. 

The Star, however, erronously has led 
its readers to believe, in its issue of 
November 18, that only New York, Phil- 
adelphia, Chicago and Boston have 
rapid-transit systems; that subways are 
“the only type of rapid-transit facility 
that is seriously considered nowadays”; 
and that “elaborate peripheral park- 
ways” provide a possible palliative for 
the traffic crisis. As each of these con- 
clusions is contrary to fact, you doubt- 
less will wish them corrected. 

To begin with, ten other major United 
States cities besides those mentioned in 
your article have some form of rapid- 
transit service. The extent of such serv- 
ice and the precise character of the 
rapid transit facilities varies from one 
to another of these metropolitan areas, 
but they all have one thing in common: 
they all utilize space and time efficiently 
through mass passenger movements by 
railed vehicles. Thus, at Cleveland in an 
operation which appears to afford great 
possibilities for adoption by Washington, 
traffic is carried in electric trolley cars 
from the downtown business district to 
the suburban community of Shaker 
Heights, utilizing the right-of-way of a 
trunkline railroad, but entirely inde- 
pendent of that railroad. Clevelanders, 
therefore, have fast, frequent, inexpen- 
sive rail passenger service without at- 
tendant huge capital outlays for subway 
construction. 

At least two other cities presently are 
undertaking to provide rapid transit 
service without indulging in the luxury 
of full-fledged subways with heavy elec- 
tric traction, fully engineered perma- 
nent way. substantial station structures, 
expensive rolling stock tone new subway 
car now costs $135,000) and excess ca- 
pacity power and signaling systems. In 
Toronto an important trolley route is 
being converted to a rapid-transit facil- 
ity by the construction of a subway 
sector for that portion of its run in the 
central business district. In this manner 
the streets are feed of tracks, the need 
for specialized rolling stock is elimi- 
nated. and the inherent space efficiency 
of rail transit is maximized. Los Angeles, 
faithfully fantastic forever, has dis- 
pensed with the subway idea altogether, 
and secured the passage of legislation 
enabling the construction of an elevated 
monorail system (in unashamed imita- 
tion of the Wupperkalbahn, a success- 
ful German installation) over a 30-mile 
route to carry passengers from northern 
and southern suburbs to the city center 
at an average speed of 38 miles an hour. 

Concerning superhighways, serious 
studies indicate that they create more 
congestion than they dispel. At least 
that’s the conclusion of the Port of New 
York Authority, which recently found 
that the enormous sums spent for park- 
way and superhighway construction in 
that area had not one whit alleviated 
traffic congestion. The authority indi- 
cated that comparable expenditure in 
support of railed transport seemed a 
more desirable course of future public 

This and That . . . 
By Charles E. Tracewell 

“LINCOLN PARK. 
“Dear Sir: 
“Anent your recent article regarding 

an explanation of the poetry of Emily 
Dickinson, my great favorite: You asked, 
how can poetry be explained? How, 
indeed! 

“One just has to have an innate sense 

to write poetry or even good doggerel. 
"Did you know that most poets are 

graceful dancers.who can follow the beat 
of music in perfect rhythm? Dancing 
does come in the same category. 

“I would rather dance than write 

poetry, and no doubt that should have 
been my vocation; poetry is my avoca- 

tion. 
"I wish I could convey to your readers 

how beautiful the sunsets are now as we 

are getting our short days. 
"December is a magic month. 
“There is magic in December, a prom- 

ise from the start; though cold and 
bleak the weather, there is warmth 
within the heart. 

“Flaming sunsets fringe the days, 
bringing lovely, wintry nights that seem 
to gather radiance from snows of 
dazzling white. 

“There is magic in December; a shin- 
ing peace prevails, which makes us all 
remember wondrous old time Christmas 
tales. 

“Sincerely, L. C.” 
* * 

Dear old December! 
It is an uncertain month, though. 
There is no telling what the weather 

will be, for one thing. That “shining 
peace” of which our correspondent 

hand your things to a man, and enter 
the holy of holies. 

The room is spacious and high-ceil- 
inged, with white columns supporting 
the roof. There may be 40 or 50 tables 

-but they are so well spaced, half-hidden 
by palms, that they look like a dozen. 
A head waiter who doesn't look like a 
head waiter pleasantly asks you to 
choose *a table; in this restaurant you 
can have the one that pleases you. 

Near the entrance is a cocktail space, 
consisting of several armchairs grouped 
around a table with a vase of pink 
carnations, and an old Persian carpet. 
You can have an aperitif there, if you 
want, but you had better not ask for 
any firewater. 

We took a glass of ancient Sauteme, 
the color of burnt gold and iced just 
to the right turn. As an aperitif the 
Sauterne does what an aperitif was 
supposed to do before people began to 
singe their palates with gin, rum and 
other sailors’ drinks. 

We ordered an egg in aspic and a 

roast quail but were forced to settle 
for a woodcock—the quail had all been 
eaten at noon. There was a long dis- 
cussion about the wine. The Chapon 
Pin has the finest cellar of Bordeaux 
sported by any restaurant in the world 
and likes to make the most of it. 

The sommeJier wanted us to have 
either a Chateau LaFitte 1916 or a 

Mouton Rotschild 1918. Then again he 
thought that we might have an Ausone 
1921 or perhaps an Haut-Brion 1924. 
We finally settled on a Chateau Haut- 
Simard, a fine St. Emilion from 1928— 
one of the greatest of all the great 
vintage years in the Bordeaux region. 
It cost a mere 900 francs (about $2.25) 
and turned out to be a truly great wine, 
comparable to the magificent Medocs 
which cost twice as much. 

Our companion, who came from the 
State Department and thought that he 

Pen-name 
writers’ c 
All letters 

action dealing with New York’s com- 
muter problems. 

I should like to see The Star avoid 
disseminating any preconceptions about 
rapid transit for Washington. Your 
paper can accomplish the greatest good 
by using its influence to secure the 
creation of a Metropolitan Area Traffic 
and Transit Authority, with Interstate 
powers sufficient to implement a fun- 
damental solution of the problem under 
the guidance of those appropriately 
trained in traffic and transit engi- 
neering. 

Robert L. Banks. 

Rock Hill No Mill town 
An article by George Kennedy, pub- 

lished in your paper on October 24, has 
come to our attention. We regret that 
an otherwise excellent job of reporting 
should have been ruined by such an 

inexcusable lack of simple research by 
the author. We refer to the write-up 
on Mrs. Ann Wilkins, nee Ann Ander- 
son, and we object to the references 
made to her place of birth. Rock Hill. 

Rock Hill is the fifth city in South 
Carolina, ranking in size just under 
Spartanburg, although the article refers 
to our location as being “near Spartan- 
burg.” While we have and are proud 
of the industrial plants that have 
located in our city, we do not consider 
Rock Hill to be "a mill town.” For one 

thing, Winthrop College, the South 
Carolina college for women of which 
Mrs. Wilkins is a graduate, is located 
in Rock Hill and helps to give us an 
atmosphere not available in any “mill 
town.” The story of how this college 
was brought to Rock Hill in 1895 is 
sufficient evidence of the fact that our 
citizens were and still are well aware 
of the benefits of cultural as well as 
industrial interests locating in the city. 
We dpubt whether Mr. Kennedy ever 
has heard -of the Anderson automobile, 
and whether he even thought of con- 

necting this well-known car of the 
early automotive industry with the 
subject of his article. If- his research 
had been anything more than cursory, 
it might well have nlade an interesting 
connection with his subject and the 
“mill town.” 

We are proud of our citizens, whether 
they still live in the old home town or 
whether they have gone afield. And 
we are. also proud of our town and 
like to have it receive the credit which 
we think is due it. 

E. G. Sherburne, 
Managing Director 
Rock Hill Chamber 
of Commerce. 

Rock Hill, S. C. 

'Burning Bright' Approved 
I was amazed to read in The Star 

that when the National turns legitimate 
we will have two legitimate theaters in 
Washington. We already have two, with 
the Gayety and Arena Stage, t 

“Burning Bright” erronously has been 
described as being given at Arena Stage 
in a “revised” form. On the contrary, it 
is based on the original text by John 
Steinbeck in the form of a novel. It is 
in no way comparable to the poor re- 
written version which deservedly failed 
in New York last season. 

“Burning Bright” is a great drama. It 

dreams may or may not be In the order 
of the days. 

Likewise, those “snows bf dazzling 
white.” 

Our dear old snows get rather dirty 
around the edges, sometimes. 

But it makes no difference, December 
is December, with its own traffic flavor, 
to say nothing of weather. The com- 

bination sometimes is almost beyond 
city souls. One needs all the hardihood 
of a prospector, to breast December 
traffic, both awheel and afoot. 

That is why some less hardy souls look 
upon December as a very good time, 
indeed, to stay home. They find it 
closer to their heart’s desire to read. 
Does any one find it closer to the heart’s 
desire to watch television? We believe 
not. There is no heart’s desire there, 
certainly. 

What we mean is the inner message 
of the mind to the heart, and visa versa. 
This is rather intricate, but it has a 

content of real meaning for the worthy. 
Worthy folk like December, then, as a 

month in which they can, without arous- 

ing the ire of their neighbors and 
friends, indulge in as much reading as 

they wish. At other times one must live 
up to the popular traditions. To the 
upkeeping of this tradition many other- 
wise worthy folk devote a greater part 
of their lives. Their eyes and ears are 

upon everybody, especially their friends, 
and they insist that we do exactly as 

they do. Good souls, they mean well. 
In December, however, they ordinarily 

"lay off.” They have so much to do that 

had reached the heights when he had 
eaten a Peking duck in China, began to 
murmur when he dug into the egg in 
aspic. 

The egg was surmounted by a heavy 
slice of truffle—from nearby Perlgord 
—and rested on a layer of creamy foie 
gras from Strasbourg. 

When he started on the woodcock he 
put down his hardware and said, simply, 
“How long has this been going on?” 

Each of us had half a bird, just ripe 
enough, served with creamed chestnuts 
and a small crouton—a slice of bread 
fried in butter and covered with cream- 
ed woodcock livers. 

After that there was a salad, lettuce 
that had been picked during the day 
with a good tart oil and vinegar dress- 
ing. We noticed that they had not used 
olive oil. 

Our companion, entering into the 

spirit of the fray, wound up with 'crepes 
suzette—made at the table and each 
served separately, as it came out of the 
chafing dish, on its own little hot plate. 
We had a pear, the size of a grapefruit 
and the flavor of nectar. 

The entire performance cost 4,000 
francs (about $10) as things are now. 
It was a bargain. 

(Chicago Dally Newa Foreign Service) 

s may be used if letters carry 
orrect names and addresses, 
are subject to condensation. 

will live because it cannot be shouted 
down. It is both powerful and poetically 
realistic, yet tender; and it is sincerely 
acted. 

All adults who love the best drama 
must see "Burning Bright" this Christ- 
mas season. 

Mildred Mugridge. 

Dr. Coming Preferred 
“My public” (Don’t make me laugh!) 

are clamoring for my reactions to the 
Corning controversy. At least, may I 
say, Dr. Corning is not being “damned 
with faint praise.” Those who are “out 
to get him” are putting all they have 
into it. His sins seem to be sins of 
omission. It seems difficult to point to 
anything he really has done wrong. 

I am wondering whether his critics 
really dislike him so much or just dis- 
like organization in general and super- 
intendents in particular. How can every 
one expect to see the superintendent 
personally? He is responsible for the 
management of a large organization. If 
he saw everybody, personally, he 
wouldn’t have time to wash behind his 
ears. A school system Is an organization. 
So is a single school. Pew people seem 

to understand this, especially mothers. 
One mother, with the best of intentions, 
but with no understanding of organiza- 
tion, will stand from 9 to 9:30 of a 
school day, talking about how smart 
Junior is and how well he would progress 
if only—. What she is doing is taking up 
not only a half hour of the teacher’s 
time, but a half hour of the time of 
each of 35 pupils including Junior, mak- 
ing 1,080 minutes (18 hours). But try 
and explain this to her, and you make 
an enemy for life! 

Dr. Corning is being blamed for not 
accomplishing reforms in matters over 

which he has no jurisdiction, which is 
very unfair. If he is so inefficient, why 
has he been allowed to remain so long? 
Is there a dark horse slated for the job? 

It seems to me that we have a man 
who can sit tight and not go off his 
rocker and keep smiling, and we had 
better hold on to him. We know what 
we have. We don’t know what we might 
get in his place. j 

Laura K. Pollock. 

Add Lee Boulevard Tangle 
After several weeks of meditation 

and prayer (well, some of it sounds 
like praying) I can only conclude that 
the Arlington County authorities have 
done no more than a paltry and ineffi- 
cient job with their elaborate new 
system of traffic signals on Lee boule- 
vard. 

Obviously, the purpose of this re- 
markable system Is to prevent the move- 
ment of traffic on the boulevard. This 
it fails to accomplish by a small margin, 
even in rush hours. If the Great White 
Fathers of Arlington had in mind con- 
verting the boulevard to a parking 
hard-stand, would it not have been 
more economical and efficient to dig 
tank traps every hundred yards? Oops, 
sorry, should have remembered that 
’’economical” and "efficient” are fight- 
ing words to governmental bodies any- 
where these days. 

Damyankee. 

they do no,t spend their spare time keep- 
ing track of others. This is where the 
quiet person can attend to his own 
knitting without being interferred with; 
he can read, if he so chooses, without 
meeting the question, “Why don't you 
watch television?’’ 

Fortunately, the book world is wide. 
It is getting rather expensive, it is true, 
but still, that is offset by the inclusion in 
the 25 and 35 cent books of many fine 
volumes, only a year or two late. Late- 
ness, in reading, makes little real dif- 
ference. 

There is even a book club now that 
offers the reader all the books he can 
read in a year for a small fixed sum. 
And no postage either way! 

All in all, these are good times for the 

bookman, professional or amateur. 
And there is no better month for him 

than December, with the modern excite- 
ment of Christmas in the air. 

Then he can retire into his own soul, 
and be with himself and the great books, 
the not-so-great books, the not-so-great- 
at-all books but the very dear and 
likeable ones that are one’s own. 

It is a month to resist the lure of those 
who would too cold-heartedly make up 
your book mind for you. “You should 
read thisr-and this—and this.” they will 
say, with specious pleading. 

Listen to their siren voices not too 
much, or they may get you. Listen more 
to your own reading soul, and read what 
pleases you, Intrigues you, interests you, 
instructs you, helps you. That way lies 
reading happiness. In December, or any 
other month, really. 

Great Cliff Found in Sea 
Off the Florida Coast 

Geologists Report Discoveries 
In 25,000-Square-Mile Survey 

By Thomas R. Henry 
An enormous undersea cliff from 

3.000 to 6,000 feet high and extending 
for an undetermined distance has been 
found underneath the Gulf of Mexico 
off the Florida coast. 

This striking and hitherto unknown 
feature of sea-bottom geography is re- 
ported in a bulletin of the American 
Association of Petroleum Geologists by 
G. F. Jordan of the Coast and Geodetic 
Survey. 

It has been believed in the past that 
the Gulf floor was a relatively level plain. 
This is far from the truth, the Survey 
party found in exploring more than 
25.000 square miles of which there has 
been no previous knowledge. The survey, 
carried out by means of the fathom- 
eter which, attached to a ship, gives 
a continuous picture of bottom contours, 
was especially of the continental shelf 
off the slope of the Apalachicola River. 

The sea bottom slopes off gradually 
from the land, the fathometer records 
showed, until a depth of about 5,000 
feet is reached. Then comes the sud- 
den drop which probably averages 4,000 
feet in a few miles. In places the great 
cliff is quite steep, but on the average 
its slope is estimated at about a 35- 
degree angle. 

Due to “Fault Escarpment.” 
While the Coast and Geodetic Survey 

men themselves make no effort to in- 
terpret the phenomenon it has been ex- 
plained by geologists as probably due to 
a “fault escarpment,” a definite break 
in the crust of the earth which they 
believe can be found eventually along 
most continental slopes. They often are 

hidden, however, as sea floors tend to 
be leveled out near the land by the 
constant process of erosion. 

Underwater pictures of the cliff show 
that in places it is very steep, much 
more than the postulated 35 degrees. 

The survey party was elaborately 
equipped to get an accurate picture of 
the sea bottom. Tied up with the fa- 
thometer, or automatic electronic depth 
recorder, was another instrument de- 
veloped in the Survey’s laboratories— 
the electronic position indicator. This 
gives a surveying ship’s position accu- 
rately to within 75 yards in 375 miles. 

On the continental slope itself before 
reaching the escarpment, the Gulf floor 
was found to contain many small hills 
or domes, from 20 to 25 miles apart. They 
reached heights of about 25 to 30 feet 
and some of them were as much as 3,800 
feet broad at the base. At first there 
was speculation that these might be the 
same as the so-called “salt domes” found 
off the coasts of Texas and Louisiana 
and which are considered indications of 
undersea oil deposits. 

It is pointed out in the report, however, 
that the structure of the Florida coast 
does not favor such features and it is 
probable that these little hills are reefs 
built up from the sea floor through mil- 
lenniums. They are considerably smaller 
than their counterparts farther west. 

Hills Are Symmetrical. 
The fathometer showed, Mr. Jordan 

said, that the hills are extraordinarily 
symmetrical, as if they had been built 
according to geometrical plans, which 
hardly would be the case unless all were 
due to a common cause, such as being 
pushed upward by some force far under 
the sea floor. 

Another remarkable feature was the 
so-called DeSoto canyon, a great valley 
approximately 600 feet deep running 
through the continental slope under 
water from 2,000 to 3,000 feet deep. Much 
the same feature has been noted farther 
west and has been interpreted as desig- 
nating an old mouth of the Mississippi. 
There, however, it has largely been 
filled with sediments from the land and 
its existence is determined only by 
sounding apparatus. 

On the Gulf floor beyond the great 
ridge are several larger hills than those 
on the continental slope for which no 
explanation has been offered. 

The unexpected findings are inter- 
preted by. Paul Weaver, chief geophysi- 
cist of the Gulf Oil Corp., as indicating 
that the Florida peninsula is most likely 
a part of the Caribbean area of the 
earth rather than of the lands to the 
west. It also indicates, according to 
another interpretation, that the floor of 
the Gulf has foundered, probably with 
great earthquakes, at some time in the 
not too distant past. 

This would explain, it is pointed out, 
the great cliff, or escarpment, found by 
the Coast and Geodetic Survey scientists. 
This is especially true since a somewhat 
similar feature is suspected off the coast 
of Yucatan. » 

Questions and Answers 
The Star** readers can get the answer to any question of fact by either writing The nine Star Information Bureau. 1200 I street N.W.. Washington 5. D. C.. and inclosing 3 cents return postage or by telephoning ST. 7363. 

By THE HASKIN SERVICE. 
Q. Who was the sculptor of the famous 

v/enus de Milo?—N. W. 
A. At first it was thought to be Praxi- 

teles, but when the statue was brought 
to the Louvre in Paris, there was re- 
putedly a fragment bearing the inscrip- 
tion, “Alexandras, son of Menides from 
Antioch in Maander, made this.” This 
fragment disappeared. The modern 
view inclines to the belief that the 
statue is the work of an obscure sculptor 
of a period much later than Praxiteles. 

Q. The center of population of the 
United States has moved westward at 
each census. During what period did 
it move the longest distance?—R. T. H. 

A. Longest movement westward w'as 
from 1850 to 1860, when the center ad- 
vanced 80.6 miles. 

Immediate Hour 
See how they take the seasons in their 

stride: 
Unquestioning, they watched the 

swallows go, 
The katydids depart; now, wonder-eyed. 

They wake upon a world encased in 
snow 

And think it not amiss. What need to 
reason 

How punctually the green gives way 
to white? 

Enough to marvel in each glowing 
season, 

Holding it like a gem up to the light. 

Youth lives within the bright, immediate 
hour 

And drains it of its beauty; time will 
bring 

The swallows back, exhort the sleeping 
flower— 

But now they hoard no secret thought 
of spring 

Who live each moment at its fullest 
prime 

And take one dream, one season at 
a time! 

Mae Winkler Goodman 


