
David Lawrence: 

Schooling Under Foe's Gunfire 
Tens of Thousands of Boys Waiting for 'Cease-Fire' in Korea 
Wonder About the Meaning of Sacrifice They Are Making 

Maybe the developments In 
the tax scandals here are the big 
news of the day, but somehow 
the copy of a letter that came 
in today seems to have in it the 
real news of our times. It’s the 
story of a boy, orphaned since 
the age of three, reared in a 
children's home in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, and, now 18 years old, en- 
listed in his country’s service 
and fighting in Korea. His name 
is David Fry and he writes to 
Mr. and Mrs. H. S. Ulmer of 
Cincinnati, who used to give 
parties for the boys at the home 
and who apparently are the only 
persons writing to him. Maybe 
it will remind other people how, 
in the safety of their own homes 
here in America, they, too, per- 
haps have forgotten to write to 
encourage the troops in Korea. 

This letter, written from a 
foxhole just a month ago, is a 
realistic description of what 
many young Americans are fac- 
ing in Korea today. It reads as 

follows: 
“Just a few lines to tell you 

I am still alive. I have been in 
two attacks already but it will 
take more than Joe Chink to 
kill a good man. 

“I am in a foxhole writing 
this letter. The first time we 
went up on the hill, we came 
back with 79 men out of 200 
men. The second time we went 
up on that same hill we came 
back with 60 men out of 200, 
so you can see how lucky I have 
been. 

“I am a medical aid man and 
I do not carry a gun. Once in 

a while I have to pick up a gun 
and kill a few chinks but most 
of the time I am too busy fixing 
up men who are shot. 

“I think we will pull off the 
hill in a day or two and I hope 
we do as I need the rest. They 
say a medic does not have a 

chance to come off the hill but 
so far I have been lupky. 

“How have you been keeping 
yourself? Pine, I hope. When 
I get back I will let you be the 
first to know because you are 

the only one writing to me. So 
I am going to find time to write 
to you. 

“How are the peace talks 
coming along .... or is there any 
peace talks? 

"The way things are over 

here I think they are not hav- 
ing any peace talks. I am in 
the glory happy 7th Cav. Regt., 
and we do most of the pushing. 
We are to make one more push 
and then the 5th Cavalry is 
going to take our places and we' 

will go back in to rest for awhile. 
I hope the 5th Cav. does come 

up to take our place because I 
have not had any sleep for al- 
most two weeks now. 

"Have the town ready for me 
when I come home because I 
am going to do it up right. Say 
hello to all of the girls for me 
and anyone else I know. 

"Truly yours, 
“David. 

"P.S.—Write when you get 
time.” 

Most of the boys in the chil- 
dren’s home referred to went 
Into the service before they were 

eighteen. They're getting an- 
other kind of schooling in Korea 
now under the enemy’s gunfire. 
They’re not unlike tens of 
thousands of other boys who 
are waiting for the “cease-fire" 
in Korea, wondering just what 
is the meaning of the sacrifice 
tfiey have been asked to make. 

Under the system of “rota- 
tion" those who do come back 
can rejoice at their good luck, 
but the purpose of their big risk 
is just as blank in the minds of 
most of them as it was when 
they went overseas. Again and 
again the problem of what the 
real objective of Korea has been 
or is haunts the minds of those 
Americans who really have not 
forgotten the war in the Far 
East Again and again, how- 
ever, one meets people who tell 
each other to forget the war 

in Korea. The tendency to 
write it off as a “police action" 
instead of a major war fits in. 
to. a certain extent, with the 
attitude of indifference that 
many Americans have adopted 
toward the fighting in Korea. 
But if officialdom here regards 
Korea as a side issue, American 
citizens who know any of the 
boys in Korea can’t afford to do 
so. The letter from David Fry 
tells the story of lack of appre- 
ciation which is commonplace. 
It points up one of the collateral 
tragedies of,the war itself. 

P. S. The overseas address is 
David Fry. 7th Cavalry, APO 
201, Care Postmaster, San Fran- 
ciso. 

(Reproduction Rights Reserved.) 

Doris Fleeson: 

Let Down by People He Trusted 
Truman Reported Despondent Over Shower of Scandals; 
Grasps Magnitude of His Domestic Disasters 

The philosopher Hobbes once 

described hell as "the truth seen 

too late.” Reports trickling 
out of the inner circle which 

Is conferring with President 
Truman about his heavy load 
of foreign and domestic prob- 
lems suggest that he is in a 

position to appreciate the 
Hobbes definition. 

An official connected with 
many past crises says that he 
has never seen the President 
so despondent. This is man- 

bites-dog news; whatever his 
inner misgivings. Mr. Truman 
has steadily turned a bold front 
to his world. 

Since the military insists that 
no new crisis impends in their 
field, and that, in fact, the 
Korean situation may soon take 
a turn for the better, it must 
be concluded that the President 
has at last grasped the magni- 
tude of his domestic disasters. 
It is not possible for him to tell 
himself that he had no warn- 
ings. 

His latest embarrassment is 
the 68-to-l profit made by his 
new national chairman, Prank 
McKinney, in connection with a 

World War n munitions com- 
bine which the Truman commit- 
tee itself bitterly criticized. 

Thomas L. Stokes: 

Two Ends of the Tax Avenue 
Congress Must Act to Close Loopholes Favoring the Chosen Few 
Even as President Moves to Clean Up Revenue Bureau 

The attention of the Nation’s 
taxpayers, which means most 
of us, has been riveted on the 
scandals in the tax-collection 
system of the Internal Revenue 
Bureau and in prosecution of 
tax cases by it and the Justice 
Department. 

The Internal Revenue Bureau 
Is engaged in a cleanup cam- 

paign in which some 60 persons 
already have been fired and it 
is presumed that President 
Truman intends to act to clean 
up the Justice Department. 
These steps are mandatory in 
the interest of honest govern- 
ment and for equality of sac- 

rifice in taxes for our defense 
program which requires fair 
dealing without favoritism and 
discrimination. 

It is to be hoped that the in- 
terest of the taxpayer, now that 
it has been aroused, will not stop 
with the administrative, collec- 
tion and prosecution phases ex- 

plored by the House Ways and 
Means Committee subcommittee 
headed by Representative King, 
Democrat, of California. This 
interest should carry over into 
Congress, meeting again in Jan- 
uary, which has sole power to 
impose taxes, to say who pays 
and how much. President Tru- 
man is expected to ask for more 
taxes. 
The taxpayer, then, should 

keep a wafich on Congress. 
For Congress, in increasing 

taxes over five billion dollars in 
its last session, failed to follow 
the principle of equality of sac- 
rifice, but instead discriminated 
in numerous ways in favor of 
the big taxpayer and against 
the small taxpayer. 

A group in the Senate fought 
valiantly to remove discrim- 
inations and loopholes, some of 
long standing—favoritism in the 
capital gains tax, in various ex- 
emptions for corporations, in es- 
tate and gift taxes, in excessive 
depletion allowances, including 
27 Ms Per cent for oil, a flat de- 
duction before taxes, and in 
other technical dodges not un- 
derstandable to the average tax- 
payer but which cost the Treas- 
ury—and him—many hundreds 
of millions of dollars. In pre- 
senting amendments to close 
the loopholes, one of the group, 
Senator Humphrey, Democrat, 
of Minnesota, said: 

“We cannot in good faith ask 
the „rank-and-file taxpayer to 
make a substantially larger tax 
contribution for the defense ef- 
fort when a chosen few can 
take advantage of glaring loop- 

Great efforts were made to con- 
vince the White House when 
William M. Boyle, jr„ resigned 
that the situation required a 

successor whose detachment 
from the Washington scene 
would withstand every test not 
merely of legality but of ethics 
and propriety. Instead the 
politicians were again permitted 
to move in, and again the ad- 
ministration is on the defensive. 

Democrats discuss little else 
but where the ax will fall. 
There is no particular reas- 
surance in the present silence 
from the White House. It is too 
easily recalled that Louis John- 
son felt himself impregnable 
as Secretary of Defense; one 
morning he turned his head and 
it fell off. 

Attorney General McQrath r 
appears confident that his offer 
of co-operation in a bipartisan 
investigation solves his situa- 
tion and he has had no word to 
the contrary. His friends argue 
that his tax division is no more 
culpable than the Internal Rev- 
enue Bureau of Secretary of the 
Treasury Snyder, if as much so; 
hence they feel that the Presi- 
dent, unwilling to touch his 
friend and war comrade, Mr. 
Snyder, will not touch Mr. Mc- 
Grath either. 

holes in the tax laws. It would 
violate every test of equal sac- 
rifice to ask the man in the 
street to pay higher excise and 
income taxes when the rich be- 
came richer through our failure 
to close loopholes.” 

Yet Congress did fail in Just 
that respect. The Senate group 
got nowhere. The same power- 
ful influences which operated 
in the last Congress to retain 
loopholes and discriminations of 
various sorts will be active again. 
Unfortunately, they will be able 
to avail themselves of the re- 
cently disclosed scandals as a 
smoke screen which, of itself, 
compounds the crime of those 
who have betrayed their trust 
as public servants in adminis- 
tration of our tax laws. 

Thus this tax matter has two 
ends, one at each end of Penn- 
sylvania avenue. Congress, the 
levying power, has neglected to 
close loopholes though President 
Truman has been alert to rec- 
ommend that repeatedly, which 
is the function to which he is 
limited. 

As for his end, the adminis- 
tration of taxes, it has been 
urged that the President, to 
clean up that, follow the ex- 
ample of Calvin Coolidge, who 
appointed two independent, 
outside prosecutors—Owen J. 
Roberts, later Supreme Court 
Justice, and former Senator. 
Atlee Pomerene of Ohio—to 
handle the Teapot Dome, Elk 
Hills, Calif., naval oil reserve 
aspect of the widespread scan- 
dals of the Harding administra- 
tion. Those scandals included 
the Justice Department, Allen 
Property Custodian and Veter- 
ans’ Administration, and re- 
sulted in jail sentences for sev- 
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It Is an obvious blow to the 
President to be let down by the 
people he trusted. But his 

pain goes deeper. 
One of the most history- 

minded of United States Pres- 

idents, Mr. Truman has felt 
that in laying the groundwork 
for a peaceful world, he was 
assuring his place in history. 
He was calmly confident that it 
would be a great deal higher than 
his contemporaries admit; in- 
deed, that in Valhalla he would 
not need to bow to his brilliant 
predecessor. 

The Western world under his 
leadership has been arming j 
itself and growing steadily ! 
stronger. As the end of his | 
term approached he seemed to i 
see himself within striking dis- j 
tance of his goal. 

Now he is caught in a shower 
of scandals with the end not 
in sight. Men to whom he dele- 
gated great authority have | 
hardly seemed to be running 
their departments with the 
most ordinary prudence or vig- 
ilance. They are not scoundrels: 
they have been weak and foolish 
which makes it the harder to 
punish them. 

Of course the President is 
despondent. 

eral. Including Secretary of the 
Interior Albert B. Fall, resigna- 
tions. two suicides, and three 

prolonged flights to foreign 
parts. 

President Coolidge called for 

"unshrinking” prosecution. In 
the field of taxation, however, 
he was not so bold to challenge 
big special interests. There was 
an exhaustive senatorial inves- 
tigation of the Internal Revenue 
Bureau in his administration, 
conducted by Senator James 
Couzens (Republican, of Michi- 
gan), which revealed favoritism 
by the bureau to big corpora- 
tions with lavish, unmerited re- 
funds to them, including some 
of the many enterprises of his 
Secretary of the Treasury An- 
drew W. Mellon. Mr. Mellon, 
incidentally, had sponsored tax 
programs greatly reducing taxes 
on the wealthy. 

At that investigation, Presi- 
dent Coolidge bristled. He sent 
a scathing message to the Sen- 
ate denouncing it for "singling 
out” Mellon companies, for call- 
ing for documents from execu- 
tive departments, and lectured 
the Senate on its place in gov- 
ernment. The role of Congress, 
said he, wafe to make laws, not 
administer them, which was the 
Executive’s function. He saw the 
breakdown of government if this 
sort ofj procedure continued. 

Interests successful then in 
getting tax favors still are 
active—and still successful, as 
we saw in the last session of 
Congress. If the taxpayer wants 
fair and square dealing in taxes, 
it behooves him to watch both 
ends of Pennsylvania avenue, 
both the administration and 
levying of taxes. 

LOUIE 

II TAXIDERMIST 
—By Harry Hanan 

Fletcher Knebel: 

Potomac Fever 
Democratic Chairman McKinney says President Truman is 

“concerned to the point of anger” over the Government scandals. 
And if the Republicans don’t do something quickly, the President 
may get so mad he’ll vote Democratic. 

* * • • 

The Government says retail food prices climbed to a record 
high last month. On the brighter side, savings were much greater 
for every one on a diet. 

* * * • 

Attorney General McGrath defends ousted Assistant Attorney 
General Caudle as a man with a “great heart.” It was so big the 
Caudles needed a mink coat to get a sleeve wide enough to wear 
It on. \ 

* * * * 

Postmaster General Donaldson says the Post Office will handle 
7 billion pieces of Christmas mail. It’s estimated that 6 billion 
pieces are from people who wrote each other last summer agreeing 
not to exchange Christmas gifts this year. 

* * * * 

The White House says it would be “bad taste” to have a 

Rose Bowl float showing President Truman playing the piano 
amid mink eoats and deep freezers. It’s always poor taste to mix 
business with pleasure. 

* * * * " 

A House committee complains the Army has enough jeep parts 
to last 100 years, but is still buying. Our Army believes in pre- 
paredness—even if it has to prepare for a congressional investi- 
gation of shortages 100 years from now. 

* * * * 

Attorney General McGrath refuses comment on increasing 
reports he will resign. McGrath has no interest in resigning unless 
President Truman tells him he just did. 
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Constantine Brown: 

Handouts Fail in Europe's Crisis 
U. S. Failure to Assume Firm Leadership Leaves NATO 
Like a Football Team Without a Captain or a Coach 

The small group of American 
Senators who attended the 
Strasbourg session of the Eu- 
ropean Council last month were 

astonished to hear Paul-Henri 
Spaak. the wartime Prime Min- 
ister of Belgium, express some 
of their own feelings about what 
is wrong with Europe these days. 

Mr. Spaak said the main 
troubles of the Western coali- 
tion stemmed from America’s 
reluctance to assume a strong 
leadership and tell the Eu- 
ropeans what they must do in 
very clear and unequivocal 
words. 

The NATO is like a football 
team without a captain and 
with a coach who is too timid 
to assign positions in the field 
and tell each player how to 
play. The result is the present 
inevitable confusion and lack 
of interest in the game. 

The reluctance of our politi- 
cal leaders to take a firm hand 
and actually direct the eco- 
nomic and military recovery of 
Western Europe has been -mildly 
criticized in the past in this 
country. Now it also has been 
criticized abroad. 

Nobody, and especially the re- 

cipients of the American bounty, 
cafi possibly criticize a demand 
from Washington that they put 
their house in order and keep 
scrupulously their commitments. 
Nobody could honestly criticize 
a more careful control over the 
economic assistance received 
from this country or the fulfill- 
ment of obligations undertaken 
in line with the military assist- 
ance program. 

The American taxpayers have 
provided in the last six years 
more than $35 billion for for- 
eign economic and military aid. 
This figure will soon be in- 
creased since Prance and Brit- 
ain will need additional sums be- 
fore the end of this fiscal year. 

We placed no strings on these 
allowances to our Allies. They 
were told that this money was 
handed over to them to recon- 
struct their economic life and to 
organize armed forces which 
would enable them to protect 
themselves—with our assistance 
—against aggression from the 
east. But we did not presume 
to control the manner in which 
this money was used. This 
would have been humiliating 
for nations with a great past 
and our political leaders did not 
want to be guilty of such an act. 

We had reports as late as last 
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June that the sums advanced 
to our Allies for their economic 
recovery had worked miracles 
and that they were now com- 

pletely in the clear. A little help 
here and there, it was said, 
might be necessary. But the 
amounts involved would be neg- 
ligible. Under this illusion Con- 
gress was asked to make a final 
effort to complete the work we 

had started after the end of 
the war. It was asked to appro- 
priate the necessary sums to 
also complete the military re- 

covery of our Allies—a matter 
of about $25 billion over a four- 
year period. 

Most American legislators 
were shocked when they heard 
soon after the defeat of the 
Labor Party in England that 
the new Conservative govern- 
ment h*d found not only an 

empty treasury but also an 
emnty larder. 

Under these circumstances, 
Mr. Churchill declared Britain 
would be compelled by necessity 
to drastically curtail her rear- 
mament program. Some of his 
advisers intimated that Britain 
would need financial assistance 
from the United States immedi- 
ately. Paris soon followed in 
London’s footsteps. Within less 
than a week after Mr. Church- 
ill’s spectacular announce- 
ment the French government 
also declared that its rearma- 
ment program was being hin- 
dered by the unexpected eco- 

nomic difficulties France was 
encountering. We heard once 
more the dreaded words “serious 
crisis.” Secretary of State Ache- 
son immediately assured French 
Minister of Finance Rene Mayer 
that $600 million would be made 
available soon to meet France’s 
needs. 

But continued handouts do 
not seem to solve the crisis. 
Despite the vast amounts of 
cash and goods alveady siphoned 
across the Atlantic, the recur- 

rent financial and economic fe- 
ver seems to be never-ending. 
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The consensus of the majority 
of qualified observers stationed 
in Europe is that the medicine 
prepared by Uncle Sam for his 
ailing Allies, strong as it may 
have appeared to the American, 
people, has had only a superfi- 
cial and temporary effect on the 
Western European patients. Ac- 
cording to official estimates, the 
total amount furnished, based 
on the United States popula- 
tion of 154 million, represents 
$1,150 for each American family 
of five. 

home European statesmen, 
such as Mr. Spaak. maintain 
that this sacrifice would have 
been fully successful had the 
American Government only been 
sufficiently wise and experienced 
in dealing with foreign coun- 
tries to take the leadership. 
This could not be denied to us 
because of our contribution dur- 
ing the last war and as main 
supporter of the Western civili- 
zation in the postwar period. 
It is unfortunate for ourselves 
and for the nations we want to 
help that the modern Uncle Sam 
has forgotten his blunt business- 
like talk and shirt-sleeve diplo- 
macy which went with it. 
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