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The Passing Show

Actresses Exciting in 1952
Even ifPlays Were Not

By Joy Cormody
Regardless of the apathy with which they approach the prospect

of selecting the year’s best play on Broadway, the critics can get
excited over the questionn of best actress.

They have thrown their hats in the air over any number of
feminine performers; more of them than in almost any recent year.

Among these are Jessica Tandy,* 1
Julie Harris, Audrey Hepburn, |
Leora Dana, Helen Hayes, Vivian ]
Segal, and that other Vivienne, j
Leigh, whose' pair of Cleopatras j
unquestionably is the tour de
force of the drama season. It is
generally a new play, however, j
that makes an actress seem most ]
exciting, and this may impede ,
Miss Leigh in adding Broadway’s j
laurel wreaths to her Hollywood
Oscar.

If the enthusiasm of first re- \
views sustained itself until bal-
loting time, this year’s Best actress '
contest might be regarded as sim- ,
merihg down to two performers.
These would be Miss Harris, who
plays the amoral heroine of John !
Van Druten and Christopher
Isherwood’s "I Am a Camera,” .
and Miss Hepburn, who imper- 1
senates the calculating, comic 1
young virgin in “Gigi.”

The notices for each of these 1
were approximately ecstatic, and 1
Miss Harris was raised to stardom <
as a result of the critical fervor '
for her performance. *

**** 8
Os the others, Miss Tandy is no *

less than brilliant as the wife in
the two-character comedy, “The
Pourposter,” yet for all the satis-
faction with which her perform- j
ance has been greeted, it car- ;
lies less of an element of sur- .
prise. The same is true of Miss ;
Hayes in “Mrs. McThing ” Mary
Coyle Chase’s fantasy which was
planned merely as an Anta sub-
scription play and turned into
one of the season’s most popular
hits.

If any of the older performers !
inspires an election-day rout of ;
the tender young, it is more likely !
to be Miss Segal. Her return to ]
her original "Pal Joey” role, that ;
of the Society wife with the in- ;
stincts of a Moll, after 12 years,
is the sensation of Times Square’s
season. In a cast full of the glow-
ing young, Miss Segal takes over
with the immaculate touch of the
perfect artist of musical comedy.

As for Miss Dana, she is a de-
light in “Point of No Return,” :
but she may well be lost in the
shadows of such other performers :
as Henry Fonda, Bob Ross and
John Cromwell in Paul Osborn’s
predominately masculine play.

Among the males, the competi-

tlon is less keen. As the tortured
hero of “The Shrike,” Jose Ferrer
is well in the lead for any acting
prizes.
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Ballet Theater, which offered
two programs at Constitution Hall
last Saturday, loses no time in
announcing its next date in Wash-
ington. A special date it is, too.

The company, 100 strong and
complete with symphony orches-
tra, will start its 14th nationwide
tour at the National Theater in
Washington next Dec. 29. The
booking was announced today by
Ballet Theater and Richard Al-
drich and Richard Myers, new op-
erators of the National.

The week’s booking at the Na-
tional will permit the ballet com-
pany to make use of its distin-
guished decor for the first time
in Washington. Scenic artists
whose work willbe represented in-
clude Eugene Beraan, Cecil Bea-
ton, Oliver Smith, Jean Cocteau,
Jared French, Woodman Thomp-
son, Robert Davison, Marcel Ver-
tes, and Tom Keogh.

*? * *

Incidentally, with reference to
National bookings, nothing official
is available on the attraction
which will follow “Call Me
Madam,” which will play four
weeks here beginning May 5. A
comparative certainty for the
summer, however, is a one-week
(at least) booking on “Don Juan
in Hell.”

The triumphant Shaw work,
sensation of the last two seasons
in New York and on the road,
played a capacity one-night stand
at Constitution Hall last year. Its
return engagement will have the
same cast, Charles Laughton,
Charles Boyer, Sir Cedric Hard-
wicke and Agnes Moorehead.

Neither the exact date nor the
length of run has been specified.

** * *

Monday memos: Jose Ferrier,
who won the 1950 Academy Award
for best male performance, will
present Kim Hunter her Oscar at
a special party in New York on
Wednesday Miss Hunter, busy
on a play and unable to go to
Hollywood, was chosen best sup-
porting actress of the year for her
"Streetcar Named Desire” per-
formance. .

.
. Her prize was ac-

cepted in Hollywood by Bette
Davis.... Robert Preston will be
the co-star of Elliott Nugent and
Martha Scott in the City Center’s
“The Male Animal” when the
production opens at the Gayety

on April 21. . . . Michael Gordon
is directing the Nugent-James
Thurber comedy.

. . . Three one-
act plays by members of Dr. Owen
Dodson’s playwriting class will be
presented at Howard University
starting April 8, continuing
through April 12.... Jeanne Eng-

lish, Edmond Jenkins and Theodls
Shine are the student authors....
“The Royal Journey,” cinema
diary of the visit of Queen (then

Princess) Elizabeth to Canada
and the United States, will open
Wednesday at the Dupont. . . .

Tomorrow night’s premiere Is an
Invitational affair. ... It makes
use of a new and extremely im-
pressive color film process.

Where and When
Current Theater Attractions

And Time of Showing
Stage.

New Gayety "The Cocktail
Party”; 8:30 pm.

Catholic University—“ Macbeth”;
8:30 pm.

Screen.
Ambassador "The Greatest

Show on Earth”; 1:10, 3:55, 6:40,
and 9:25 pm.

Capitol—“ Japanese War Bride”;
10:30 am., 12:55, 3:25, 5:50, 8:20
and 10:50 pm. Stage: 12:05, 2:35,
5:00, 7:30 and 9:55 pm.

Columbia "African Queen”;
11 a.m., 1:05, 3:15, 5:25, 7:35 and
9:45 pm.

Dupont “Rasho-Mon”; 1:00,
2:35, 4:25. 6:15, 8:05 and 10 pm.

Keith’s "Rancho Notorious”;
11:45 a.m., 1:50, 3:50, 5:50, 7:55
and 9:55 pm.

Little—“St. Matthew Passion”;
5:30, 7:05, 8:45 and 10:20 pm.

Metropolitan—" The Sea Hor-
net”; 11:15 am. 12:55, 2:40, 4:25,
6:15, 8:00 and 9:45 pm.

Ontario—" The Green Glove”;
1:40, 3:45, 5:55, 7:55 and 10 pm.

Palace—“ Sailor Beware”; 11:00
am., 1:05, 3:15, 5:25, 7:35 and

9:50 pm.

Fix “Detective Story”; 2:10,
4:10, 6:05, 7:55 and 9:45 pm.

Playhouse “Five Fingers”;
10:35 am., 12:45, 2:55, 5:10, 7:25
and 9:40.

Plaza—“ The Browning Version”;
10:50 a.m., 12:40, 2:30, 4:20, 6:10,
8:05 and 9:55 pm.

Trans-Lux "The Sniper”; 11
am., 12:40, 2:30, 4:25. 6:15, 8:10
and 10 pm.

Warner "Greatest Show on
Earth”; 10:30 a.m., 1:10, 3:50,
6:35 and 9:25 p.m.
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you down to an inviting new figure, and keep you that way- this

year, next year, every year li you follow our complete Instructions.
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Well correct your posture —automatically! Your bone struc-

ture will glide back to shape-and we'll keep it that way!

We'll give you a wonderful lift automatically! We'll firm

you, mould you, restore your line of beauty—and keep you that way!

We'll «Hw» you where you need it.. -and keep you that way!

Allthis is guaranteed by SLENDERELLA from coast to coast

We do everything - and you'lllove everything we do!
We'll coax your body into luscious new lines. No harmful drugs, no
massages, no exercises, no electricity, no steam berths, no undressing,

no strict dieting. Our system seems to k**s the pounds away!

You'lltingle and g10w. .. down to your toes. You'll love it!
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You’ll love it!

Open 9 eun. to 9 pan. • private booths • 45 minutes per treatment
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budget plan.
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Mrs. R. A. Shoemaker, 1622 Cedy Drive, Silver Spring, Is shown here wlth the
beautiful Westinghouse Clothes Dryer she won In the Wilkins Coffee Doerbell
Ringers Quix" being conducted doily. Winners announced daily on Wilkins

_

"Wake-Up" News with Oil Hedges, 7:00 to 7*15 AM, ever WMAL. Winners
also announced ever WOOK and WUST. Ren's ¦oar Taw May Wlw
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BACK AGAIN—Ann Sheridan,
whom the movies haven’t
been keeping too busy lately,
plays a leading role in "Steel
Town," opening Thursday at
the Capitol.

Spanish
Ballet

Ray and Gomez
Give Program
At Lisner

An echo—light but clear—of
Jose Greco’s Spanish dance fes-
tival here earlier in the . season
was heard yesterday at Lisner
auditorium.

There, Frederico Ray and Pilar
Gomes danced a gay and varied
program of Spanish and Latin
American traditional and folk
numbers under the auspices of
the Hayes Concert Bureau. Senor
Ray and Senora Gomez have de-
signed their concert with an eye
more to giving pleasure than to
electrifying audiences. This is a
sound idea and it is carried out
adeptly.

Two dancers, of course, consti-
tute the barest minimum of folk
and this is never the best number
for achieving the full flavor of
communal spirit as expressed in
the dance. Senora Gomez and
Senor Ray, however, are talented
performers and are impressive
enough in substituting quality for
quantity in their dancing.

Highlight of their program yes-
terday was a Basque Suite cover-
ing a range of moods suggesting
the Basques are an old and vig-
orous people who are proud of
their traditions. Also suggested
in the several solo and duet num-
bers of this suite is the fact that
the Basques are a zestful, acro-
batic lot with an earthy sense of
humdr. *

A more dramatic on the pro-
gram is a Gypsy number, "Love,
the Magician,” in which the
dancers tell the passionate story

of a beautiful girl held in the
thrall of her dead lover until she
invokes fire to break the evil
spell.

Silvio Masclarelll is the tal-
ented piano accompanist of Senor
Ray and Senora Gomez.

Aiming 'Rifle'
HOLLYWOOD.

Andre de Toth has been set
by Warner Bros, to direct
"Springfield Rifle,” story of the
historic birth of Army Intelli-
gence, starring Gary Cooper.

De Toth last completed for
Warners the forthcoming “Car-
son City,” WamerColor produc-
tion starring Randolph Scott.

HOLLYWOOD.
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Appliances given/
TV Htl, laundromat*, Cloth**
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BEEF DIRECT

FROM THE COW?

Because our steak prices are so law, we've been
accused of by-passing the middleman and buying
our beef direct from cows. Tis not true. We

,

buy in carload lots, freeze steaks until needed.
So we can sell a complete, full-course steak din-
ner .. . broiled club sirloin with mushroom sauce
.. for only $2.00. Sorry, we con not arrange easy
weekly payments, because our rent is due next
week at:

WAKEFIELD Restaurant
1359 Connecticut Avenue
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