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SERENlTY—Washington Cathedral is seen from the Shadow House of the ever-growing, cloistered Bishop's Garden. Proceeds from the annual
Flower Mart, to be held by All Hallows Guild May 8, will go toward the garden's maintenance. —Star Staff Photo by Randolph Routt.

Bishop's Garden at Cathedral Benefits From Mart
By Betty Miles

As traditional as the Gothic
structure’s flying buttresses *is
the Bishop’s Garden in the
shadow of majestic Washington

Cathedral.
Herbs, ivy and flowers grown

In the greenhouse from plants
propagated in the garden will be
sold at the forthcoming Flower
Mart. The proceeds from the
annual mart, which is sponsored
by All Hallows Guild, the Cathe-
dral’s garden guild, once again
will go toward the maintenance
of this “garden for the ages”
and the grounds. The mart will
be held on the Cathedral grounds
on May 8 (or May 9 in case of
rain).

“Everything is about two
weeks ahead of time this year,”
Mr. (Harry Rosenberger, super-
intendent of the gardens, re-
ported. A thing of constant
beauty, the Bishop’s Garden will
be at its height through May.
Many of the specie roses will be
In bloom then—there are 40 dif-
ferent kinds in the garden.
Among the roses is a wayside

cross, a rare survival of the
early days of the Christian faith
in France. There, too, is an old
bronze sundial from Scotland,
mounted on a ,13th century
capital.

The honey locust, which
blooms every other year, will be
seen this year, while the white
and dazzling double-flowered
cherry tree is in full bloom now.
The many beautiful flowers and
flowering trees are set in a
framework of rich boxwood,
elderly yews and flagstone Walks.
First Architect

The first architect of the
Bishop's Garden was the late
Mrs. G. C. F. Bratenahl, wife of.
the Very Rev. G. C. F. Bratenahl,
who served as dean of the
Cathedral from 1915 through
1936.

Mrs. Bratenahl conducted ex-
tensive research into the records
of medieval gardens, consulted
worn tapestries, illuminated
manuscripts and rare herbals
with their crude woodcuts of
early gardens. Lists of plants
used long ago, even that used by
Charlemagne for his imperial
garden, were scanned carefully.

Almost everything in this
cloistered garden in the Cathe-
dral close, from trees to flowers
to venerable stones, has been
given as a memorial. One of
the first of these was the thou-
sand-year-old baptismal font
from the time of Charlemagne,
around which Mrs. Bratenahl
created the little herb garden,
“Hortulus,” within the Bishop’s
Garden. With 105 different
varieties of herbs, it was pat-
terned after a garden described
In Latin by Walafred Strabo, a
medieval monk, scholar and

gardener, in his diary. A stone
horse block located here be-
longed to George Washington.

Herb lore was little more than
a memory when Mrs. Bratenahl
began her task, although it was
well understood in Colonial days.
She collected roots and seeds
from far and near, even going
abroad for some of them.

Norman Court
Time is turned back centuries,

too, by another spot in this
many faceted garden, the Nor-
man court An 800-year-old
Norman arch leads into the
small, cool court, where fuchsias

and tuberons begonias bloom.
Two tall cedars of Lebanon, be-
lieved to have been brought over
in a suitcase by Mrs. Bratenahl,
flank the archway. A 15th cen-
tury carved stone relief of the
Crusiflxioh has been interested in
the wall, which is covered with
ivy from Canterbury Cathedral.
Teakwood chairs in the court
were made from old dismantled
British battleships.

Early America is well repre-
sented in this timeless garden.-
Historic box and holly came
from Maryland and Virginia
estates, with about 700 feet of

boxwood planted at one time.
Some of it was from the old
maze garden of Mayfield Manor
in Fairfax .County, built by
George Washington In 1761.

From Nellie CusUs’ girlhood
home, Abingdon, came a fig tree
and the stones for the floor of
the restful shadow house, as
well as three old English box.

Also used were stones and
curbs which once paved the
streets of Alexandria.

A special section, called the
garden of memory, is composed
of flowers given in memory of
loved ones. All of the gifts to

the entire garden have been re-
corded in a book of remem-
brance, leather bound and illumi-
nated by Miss Marian U. M.
Lane.

The carp in the reflecting
pool, which was fashioned from
stones from a quarry owned by
George Washington, are in the
cathedral tradition, too. Carp,
which thrive in pools, were kept
and eaten by the monks and by
many European houses which
observed fast days. The custom
gradually became fashionable,
with these pools later added to
bishops’ gardens.
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Annual Meeting Held
By Alexandria YWCA

The Alexandria YWCA served
more than 31,000 persons during
the oast vear according to a re-
port made last night at the as-
sociation’s annual meeting held
in the Washington Street Meth-
odist Church.

That number included those
who participated in the Y pro-
gram or used its facilities, such
as the assembly room, according
to the president, Mrs. Penn
Howard.

Mrs. Jack Stone, chairman of
membership enrollment, reported
that 208 members already have
been signed up for the year start-
ing May 1 in the current mem-
bership drive.

The meeting also was marked
by the announcement of nine
newly elected members of the
YWCA Board of Directors.,

Named for a three-year term

were Mrs. Alvan Clark, Mrs. Lor-
raine Funn, Mrs. William Houser,
Miss Elizabeth P. Lam, Mrs. Le-
roy Peabody. Mrs. D. D. Rothgeb,
Mrs. Charles E. Tomlin, and Mrs.
Earl Wagner. Mrs. Harold E.
Finnegan was elected for a one-
year term.

Board members who continue
in office include Mrs. Penn.
Others are Mrs. Charles Webb,
Mrs. Harry Vaughan, Mrs. J. W.
Cole, Miss. Alice Gronau, Mrs.
Stone, Mrs. Theodore Boyd. Miss
Lois Burman, Mrs. John Clay-
bourne, Mrs. A. A. Garthofl, Mrs.
George Lyon, Mrs. C. M. Mc-
Karsie. Mrs. William B. Sanders,
Mrs. William Vaughn, Mrs. Wal-
ter Valverde and Miss Alice
Wakefield. ’

It also was announced that the
nominating committee for 1953-
54 will include Mrs. Thomas An-
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derson, Mrs. Robert Hull, Mrs.
Bruce Longfellow. Mrs. Stone and
Miss Wakefield.

In observance of National
YWCA week, which began Sun-
day. the Alexandria association
is holding “open house’’ at its
headquarters from 10 a.m. to
10 p.m. daily. Newcomers and
friends are invited to observe the
teen-age and young adult pro-
grams in action or to inquire
about programs which might
meet their own special interests.

Red Cross Unit
The Red Cross unit of the

University Women’s Club has
changed its meeting date from
Fridays to Thursdays.

Mrs. Roy E. Lowe and Miss
Vella Winner will continue to
direct the work of the unit. The
sessions are held from 1:30 to
5:30 p.m.

Store Hours: 9:30 AM. to 5:45 PM.
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