
West Europe Hopeful
And Wary on Soviet
Reply to Eisenhower

sty th« Associated Press

LONDON, April 25.—Russia’s
reply .to President Eisenhower,
rejecting the Western position

on most issues in the cold war
but nevertheless offering to ne-
gotiate. today raised tepid hopes j
of a settlement among some cC
Europe's Western statesmen.

The Soviet reply in Pravda to
Gen. Eisenhower’s April 16 peace
challenge contained no conces-;
sions and restated the same old
Soviet line on most East-West
problems.

But the reply -was less bel-i
ligerent in tone than many So- j
viet pronouncements of the past!
and it left the door open to
possible give-and-take around
the diplomatic table.

West Germans Disappointed.

Accordingly, some European
quarters felt that Russia might
be willing to make some con-
cessions later in actual nego-
tiations with the West.

West German government

sources said the statement is
• disappointing and "fails to offer

any evidence that Russia is will-
ing to ease world tension with

concrete deeds.”
But other Western observers

studying the 4,800-word state-
ment found some encouragement

in the assertion that Soviet lead-
ers will welcome “a serious, busi-
ness-like discussion of problems
both by direct negotiations, and
when necessary, within the
franffework of the United Na-
tions.”

Bidault “Interested.”
They believed the Soviet offer

to discuss a "friendly settle-
ment” with the-West far out-
weighed the statement’s asser-
tion that the West started the
cold W'ar, thht Mr. Eisenhower
had threatened Russia with
atomic war and that American
Secretary of State Dulles had
adopted a "belligerent pose.”

French Foreign Min Ist er
Georges Bidault called the So-
viet statement M very interesting”

but refused further comment.
The conservative Paris news-

paper Le Monde noted “with sat-
isfaction that the moderate and
courteous tone of the U. S. S. R.
reply leaves the door open to
further negotiations.”

Britain’s top specialists on
Russian affairs began a close
study of the Soviet statement.
But a Foreign Office spokesman

said he probably would have no
comment on it until after the
week end.

Bannered in London Press.

London newspapers bannered
the news in headlines reporting

“Kremlin Replies to Ike—Ready

to Talk,” “Moscow Reply to
Ike: ‘Yes, But.’”

A dispatch from Moscow said
some foreign diplomats thought i
the Soviet reply showed a de-
sire on Russia’s part to try to
work out a peace with the West.

Newspaper readers in Moscow
quickly bought up newspapers
carrying the statement.

Moscow radio’s home service
broadcast the full text of the j
statement four separate times.

Decisive Laos Battle
I • . • •,*;;

Shaping Up; Radford
To Ask More Planes

By th« Associated Pres*

HANOI. Indo-China, April 25
—Two invading Viet Minh col-
umns drove steadily closer today

j to the royal Laotian capital of
! Luangprabang, where what
jmight be the decisive battle for
Laos appeared to be shaping.

At the same time Admiral Ar-

I thur Radford, commander in j
jchief of United States land, sea i
and air forces in the Pacific, an-
nounced he will recommend im- :
mediate dispatch of more Amer- I

j ican transport planes to help |
French and Laotian troops build |
jup their defenses against the!

| Communist-led rebels.
Latest French reports placed

one enemy column from North- J
western Indo-China within 50
miles of Luangprabang. These
invaders were on the move again
after crushing stubborn resist-
ance from French and Laotian
defenders at a mountain post 10 ;
miles to the north.
Viet Minh forces closing from j
the east were within 50 miles of j
Luangprabang, where French I
and Laotians feverishly rushed a
buildup of defenses.

These rebel troops bypassed
the strongly defended French j
and Laotian position on the |
Plaipe des Janes, leaving enough

men behind to harass the de- j
fenders with mortar fire while
awaiting the arrival of a third
invasion column from northern
£,aos. When it arrives a large-

| scale battle may ensue on the
plain.

Admiral Radford, who arrived
in Hanoi for a first-hand
briefing on the Indo-China war
from the French high command,
told news correspondents that
while he regarded the Viet Minh
invasion as serious, he is con-
fident the rebels will be defeated
and that "they must be defeated
as part of the world fight against

I communism.”

Yugoslavs and Catholics
Break Off Parleys

By the Associated Press

BELGRADE, Yugoslavia, April

25.—The official Yugoslav press |

reported today that consulta-

tions between a special govern-

ment commission and repre-

! sentatives of the Roman Cath-
olic Church on a new religious

I law here have been broken off.
I The press reports said the split

I came because of interference
: by the Vatican.

The first meeting was held
two days ago to discuss terms
of a new law spelling out the j
privileges and limitations of re-

: ligious activity in this Marxist j
country. The law was to be:

i submitted to parliament for ap- ;
proval later this year.

Tan jug. the official news'
agency, and Borba, voice of the
Communist Party, said the'
Catholic Church group came to
the conference with instructions
from the Vatican to oppose in
principle the separation of

1 church and state affairs.

Reply to Eisenhower Indicates
Russia Won't Shift Its Policy

By Eddy Gilmore
MOSCOW, April 25. The

Soviet reaction to President :
Eisenhower’s world peace and
disarmament plan adds up to

this: Without retreating from
its present foreign policy, Russia
is ready for “business-like” dis-
cussions of world problems.

The Soviets agree there should
be deeds, not words, and say they
want some deeds in addition to
words from the United States
to show that it wants peace.

This exposition of the Russian
position appeared in a statement
spread across the front pages of
Moscow’s principal newspapers—
Pravda, organ of the Soviet
Communist Party’s central com-
mittee and Izvestia, official paper
of the Supreme Soviet. The
tone was sharp and argumen-
tive, but not belligerent.

The statement excited Musco-
vites. Huge crowds gathered
around newsstands and at wall
boards on which the newspapers
were posted.

U. S. Tolicy Is Criticized.
The Russian reply to President

Eisenhower’s April 16 foreign
policy speech took issue with him
on several points and vigor-
ously criticized Secretary of
State Dulles. It reaffirmed many
previous Soviet positions on
world problems and found fault
with parts of American foreign
policy.

But it declared:
“The Soviet government will

welcome any step of the Ameri-
can Government or any other

fovernment if it is directed at
riendly settlement of difficult

questions,” and added:
"This is evidence of the readi-

ness of the Soviet side for seri-
ous business-like discussions of
outstanding problems.”

Although it was unsigned and
entitled solely “on the address of
President Eisenhower.” it seemed
clear from the wording that it is
correct to call the article not an
editorial, but a statement by the
leadership of the Soviet Union.

Expect Give and Take.
Both Pravda and Izvestia

printed on inside pages today

what appeared to be the full
text of Eisenhower’s speech. The
President said the first step to-
ward peace must be an hon-
orable armistice in Korea, fol-
lowed by political discussions
leading to free elections in a
united Korea. He called for an
end to fighting in Indo-China
and Malaya, an Austrian inde-
pendence treaty, unification of
Germany and independence for
Eastern European countries al-
lied with Russia.

The President also advanced
a five-point global disarmament
plan.

The Russian statement made
It clear that in .any discussion
of world problems the Soviets
expect give and take on both

j sides and intimated that con-
| cessions can be made, providing

there is a will on both sides.
The statement rejected what

it said were preconditions laid
down by Gen. Eisenhower for

I the discussions. It declared Rus-
sia was not insisting on any

i preliminary conditions. The So-
! viets have conditions and claims,
the statement said, but they do
not insist on them before they
go into any East-West talks.

Liquor Store Owner's
Son Wins WCTU Prize

By the Associated Press

MEMPHIS, Tenn., April 25.
Edward Lazar, 12, was announced
today as first place prize winner
in an essay contest, “Tell the
Truth About Alcohol.”

The contest was sponsored by
the Women’s Christian Temper-
ance Union.

Edward’s father runs a liquor
; store here. *

Killed in Auto Accident
NEWARK, Ohio, April 25 (#Y

i —Horace Payne, 62, of Muncie
i Ind., circulation manager of the

Muncie Star and Press, was in-
jured fatally today in a three-
car accident in nearby Hebron

, on U. S. Highway No. 40.

Partial Text
LONDON, April 25.—Follow-

ing is a partial text of today’s
Russian statement as broadcast
by Moscow Radio and moni-
tored here:

Eight years have passed
since the victory of the Allies,
the U. S. S. R., the United
Staty of America, Britain and
France, over Hitlerite Fascism
and the end of the Second
World War. The Soviet people
carried on their shoulders the
main burden of the great
struggle. They did this in
order to defend the freedom
and independence of their
Fatherland, to help the en-
slaved peoples of Europe in
the liberation from the Fascist
yoke and to ensure after the
end of the war a stable
peace and international se-
curity. Steadfastly defend-
ing the cause of peace among
the peoples, the Soviet Union,
as before, is striving for the
development of international
collaboration. In speeches of
Comrades Malenkov ,Beria and
Molotov on 9th March, 1952,
is expressed the unalterable
will of the Soviet people for
strengthening general peace.

On 16th April U. S. Presi-
dent Eisenhower, spoke to the
American Society of Editors
on questions devoted to .the
international situation. This
speech comes as if as an
answer to the recent state-
ment of the Soviet govern-

ment on the possibility of a
peaceful settlement of disput-
able international questions.

** * *

Those wishing to see in
Eisenhower’s speech a real
striving for peace cannot but
ask, why was it necessary for
the President, in a speech
calling for peace to threaten
unequivocally with the possi-
bility of an atom war? It is
possible that such kind of
arguments will make the
speech of the President about
peace more convincing? In
any case as regards the Soviet
Union such arguments, or
speaking more plainly, such
threats, have never attained
and cannot attain their pur-
pose.

The President touched in his
speech upon a whole series of
international problems whose
significance is not equal.

. . .

Let us turn then to those
important international prob-
lems on whose correct solution
depends the strengthening of
peace . . .

Korea.
The Soviet people invariably

supported all steps directed
toward concluding a just truce
in Korea. The recent sugges-
tion of the governments of the
Chinese Peoples Republic and
the Korean Peoples Demo-
cratic Republic which gave a
new chance of going from
words to deeds, and which
opened prospects for the end
of the war in Korea, was im-
mediately supported by the
Soviet government. .

.
.

Germany.

In the United States Presi-
dent’s speech there is not a
basis for the solution of this
question. He did not take
into consideration the exis-

Noyes
(Continued From First Page.)

isters appraising the Russian
peace moves found that "there
had not in fact been any change

in the fundamental threat to
the security of free peoples,”
there seemed to be a funda-
mental change in the character
of the Western response to that
threat.

It is not, however, in the lan-
guage of the council communique

or in the immediate NATO pro-
gram that the significance of
this meeting is to be found. It
is, rather, in the effort that
everybody here has been making
to determine where NATO stands
in the light of the attitudes re-
vealed by the American delega-
tion led by Secretary of State
Dulles.

To say the least, these atti-
tudes have not been reassuring

to most observers here. In the
course of the conference, Mr.
Dulles has made it clear that
NATO and the whole system of
collective security which it rep-
resents is in danger of losing its
most essential support.

In laying down what appears
to be the administration line of
EDC or else, Mr. Dulles has done
more than strain the patience

of his fellow ministers to the
breaking point. Many experi-
enced observers here feel that the
Secretary, while acutely aware
of his own political problems
back home, has shown himself
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of Soviet Response to Eisenhower
tence of the Potsdam agree-
ments of the four powers on
the German question. The
former United States Govern-
ment acted in the same way.
But if one admits the reason-
able necessity for a possitive
solution of the German prob-

lem in a spirit of strengthen-
ing peace in Europe, for which
the Soviet Union is invariably
striving, one cannot forget the
indicated important interna-
tional agreements which are
signed by both our states and
also Great Britain, and France
who joined in these agree-
ments . . .

The solution lies in conclud-
ing a peace treaty with Ger-
many as rapidly as possible,
giving the German people the
possibility of reuniting in a
united state and taking a fit-
ting place in the common-
wealth of peaceloving nations,
and that following this the
occupation forces should be re-
moved from Germany, the
maintenance of which lies as
an added burden on the
shoulders of the German
people

. ..

China.
Touching upon a wide circle

of international questions,
President Eisenhower said no-
thing about the Chinese peo-
ples Republic, or the restora-
tion of the national rights of
China in the U. N. and also of
it lawful territorial rights, in-
cluding the island of Taiwan
(Formosa). Does this question
not relate to the urgent inter-
national problems of our
times?

. .
.

Eastern Europe.
Special attention was de-

voted to the peoples of Eastern
Europe in the President’s
speech. It follows from his
words that the forms of gov-
ernment in Eastern Europe
have been forced upon them
“from without” though this is
in contridiction to the gen-
erally known facts and to the
true position in these coun-
tries. Facts show that only by
a stubborn struggle for their
rights did the peoples of East-
ern Europe come to the present
popular-Democratic form of
government and that only
under the new conditions were
they able to secure the robust
development of the economy
and culture of their states. It
would be strange to expect the
Soviet Union to interfere in
favor of installing the reac-
tionary regimes overthrown by
these peoples.

Colonial Territories.
At the same time the Presi-

dent simply sins against the
commonly known historic laws
when he calls upon the leader-
ship of the Soviet Union to
utilize its decisive influence in
the Communists world so as to
retard the liberation move-
ment of the colonial and semi-
colonial people in Asia against
their centuries-old oppression
and enslavement. It is diffi-
cult to expect a correct under-
standing of international prob-
lems as long as the national-
liberation movement is still
considered to be the result of
“inspiration” on the part of
individual ill-intentioned per-
sons.
It is altogether impossible to

totally unsympathetic to the far
more delicate problems of the
European members of NATO.

Atmosphere of Pessimism.
So far as administration policy

can be determined, it seems to
depend at this point on how good
an impression Western Europe
is able to make congress in the
coming months.

In spite of all the expressions
of confidence and good will, this
policy has succeeded in casting
an atmosphere of pessimism over
the proceedings of the last three
days.

It has fostered a rash of
gloomy behind-the-scenes pre-
dictions of violent political re-
action throughout the European
community.

So far as the American people
are concerned, the issue is
simply this:

Is NATO and the strehgth
which has been laboriously

understand the President’s ref-
erence to the granting to other
peoples, including the peoples
of Eastern Europe, of freedom
to unite with other countries
in a world-wide community of
law. Everybody knows what
is precisely impeding the en-
try of some people’s democra-
cies into the U. N. and who is
preventing the restoration of
lawful rights of great China
in U. N. was it not the repre-
sentatives of the USSR who
tabled the proposal to admit
14 countries to U. N., a pro-

posal which was rejected by
the votes of the Anglo-United
States bloc?

Austria.

As regards the Austrian
treaty, one can only repeat
in this connection that in this
case, too, there is no such ques-
tion which cannot be solved
on the basis of agreement
reached previously with gen-
uine regard for the democratic
rights of the Austrian people.

United Nations.

The 'President expressed

readiness to convert the U. N.
into an institution capable of
effectively safeguarding peace
and the security of all peoples.
It is not through the fault of
the U. S. S. R. that this or-
ganization is not now fulfill-
ing the tasks entrusted to it.
It is not, however, late even
now to enhance the impor-
tance of its activities, particu-
larly, in the task of consoli-
dating peace and international
security, which was the main
object of creating this organ-
ization. For this purpose it
is first of all essential that
the principles of U. N. should
be observed by all its mem-
bers, and that the very foun-
dations of its charter should
not be violated.

For this it is esential that
no government should strive
to convert the U. N. into a
subsidiary organ of its own
selfish policy because this is
neither compatible with the
principles of the U. N., nor
with the object of defending
the interests of normal inter-
national collaboration and the
consolidation of peace. For
what purpose, one may ask,
have all 60 members of U. N.
signed its charter, the most
important part of which is the
rule of unanimity of the five
great powers when consider-
ing problems of ensuring
peacj, in the Security Council?
Certainly not for the purpose
of this right, recognized by all
countries, being in practice '
ignored by some states, and of
course not for the purpose of
regarding this international
principle as some kind of bur-
den or obstacle in the activi-
ties of U. N. and the Security
Council.

Finally, who can consider as
normal a situation in which
the largest country in the
world, China, is deprived of
the possibility of participating
in the work of the Security
Council and the General As-
sembly, while some Kuomin-
tang scarecrow is being ex-
hibited instead in the U. N.
organs? Can such a situation
contribute to the strengthen-

created in Europe to go forward
with American help and Ameri-
can leadership to greater strength

and security or not?
In framing their answer,

Americans might do well to con-
sider carefully the alternatives.

Chinese Check Menace
Os Lake Flooding

By tha Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO.—The flood
menace of China’s biggest lake
has been checked by the work of
250.000 peasants who in 70 days
built a dike system more than
161 miles long, the Peiping Red
radio says.

The broadcast, monitored here
by the Associated Press, said the
work was completed in time to
save the rice fields of Northern
Hunan Province from spring
flooding by Lake Tunting.
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ing of the authority of U. N.?
Can one expect in such condi-
tions a normal development of
U. N. activities and the carry-
ing out of its duties in the
matter of consolidating peace
and international security?
XXX.

World Fund.
What the President said

about a fund for helping the
whole world has created so far
the impression that we have
here a new variant of the
Marshall Plan, which has
failed to justify itself, and at
the same time the continuation
under a different name of
Truman’s unpopular Point
Four, which, by means of a
penny-worth of alms to this
or that weak state, strives to
subject the budgets and the
economy of separate countries
and colonial territories, and
therefore also these countries
and territories themselves, to
the so-called “dynamic aims”
of United Slates foreign policy.
Apparently the object now is

to go still further along the
same path.

.
.

.

Dulles.
We cannot bypass in silence

Dulles’ (U. S. Secretary of
State) assertions alleging that
the appeal of the Soviet leaders
for a peaceful settlement of
controversial questions was
made under duress of the so-
called "hard policy” of the
U. S. A. The whole world
knows, however, that the
Soviet leaders determine their
actions not out of considera-
tion for the strictness or soft-
ness of the policy of one or
another country towards the
U.S.S.R., but proceeding, from
the basic interests of the
Soviet people, from the inter-
ests of peace and international
security. . .

.

Disarmament.
It is known that the Soviet

Union is unreservedly con-
cerned with the post-war res-
toration and development of
its national economy and re-
fuses to go along the road of
the armaments race. Not only
did the Soviet Union not go
along this road—it repeatedly
made concrete proposals by
which the great powers, to-
gether with the other coun-
tries were to adopt decisive

steps towards the restriction
of armaments and the imme-
diate curtailment of armed
forces and military expendi-
tures, and to agree at the same
time to prohibit atomic weap-
ons with the establishment of
an effective international con-
trol over all these measures to
exclude any possibility of the
violation of these decisions by
any country. . . .

Was it in the Soviet Union
that the armaments race and
the war in Korea were her-
alded as profitable business,
the best means to ensure busi-

ness activity and full employ-
ment for the population? Is
it in the Soviet Union that the
so-called "fear of peace”
exists, where shares are drop-
ping on the Stock Exchange
after reports of a detente in
international relations?

All this happens not in the
Soviet Union but in the United
States of America. What has
the Soviet Union got to do
with it? It needs no arma-
ments race: It always stood
and will continue to stand for
a stable and prolonged peace
and has no fear of peace. .

. .

No Conditions.
In his speech the President

deemed it necessary for some
reason to tie up his proposals
regarding peace with a whole
series of preliminary condi-
tions set by him to the Soviet
Union, although these claims
in his speech have not been
reinforced by any correspond-
ing obligations on the part of
the United States of America.
Such away of raising the
questions has ahead- evoked a
lawful rebuff on the part of
the most varied international
circles. . . .

As is known, Soviet leaders
are not connecting their appeal
for a peaceful settlement of
international problems with
any preliminary demands to
the U.S.A. or any other coun-
tries which have or have not

joined the Anglo-United States
block. Does this mean that
the Soviet side has no claims?
Os course not. In spite of this.
Soviet leaders will welcome
any step of the United States
Government or any other
country, if it is directed to-
wards a friendly settlement of
contentious questions. This
testifies to the readiness of the

I Soviet side for a serious, busi-
j nesslike discussion on problems

both by direct negotiations and
when necessary, within the
framework of U. N. . . .

Such is the international,
situation as it looks today. The
policy pursued by the Soviet
Union cannot run counter to
the interests of other peace-
loving states. It
with the aspirations of all
countries ready to contribute
to the development of inter-

I national collaboration regard-

I loss of this or that social sys-
tem. This policy of the
U. S. S. R. is at the same time
an expression* of the inner-
most striving of our people for

j the strengthening of universal
| peace.
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