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“should not be left to the hazards
of Congressional action on the
District budgets."

"The fulfillment of the pro-
gram is too important for such
reatment,” the report added. “Al-
though borrowing does not avoid
the necessity of ‘eventual pay-
ment, it can spread the payment
over the life of the facilities and.
more important, it permits the
adoption of a building schedule
which can be faithfully kept.”

In recommending that the
Commissioners seek Congres-

sional approval of the construc-
tion program and accompanying
timetable, the committee sug-

gested that the Commissioners
should submit the whole pro-
gram and schedule to Congress
as part of the justification for
the current budget request.

The difficulties of operating
without knowing whether or not
an institution is to be moved
were cited in connection with
the Junior Village, where home-
less small boys and girls are
temporarily housed.

The committee suggested ma-
jor fire protection improvements
in one old building at the Jun-
ior Village, which has 48 girls
housed on the third floor. At
the same time, however, the
committee acknowledged that it
was difficult to decide whether
or not to spend money for large
alterations for fire safer,y since
the Junior Village is supposed
to move to Blue Plains when the
Industrial Home School for Col-
ored Children, now at Blue Plains,
moves to the Children's Center.
That move depends on Congres-
sional approval of current appro-
priation requests.

Other Needs Listed.
Among the needs listed by the

committee but not included in
the Commissioners’ public works
program were:

A new Municipal Lodging
House to provide temporary shel-
ter for homeless adults. The
present one was called a “dis-
grace to the city,” and also "in-
adequate, not entirely safe and
obviously the property of a pe-
nurious government.”

Four additional dormitories
and a nursery for the District
Training School beyond the six
additional units and school
building included in the Com-
missioners’ program. The Com-
missioners’ plan would bring the
capacity for feeble-minded to
1,200 while the committee's pro-
posal would increase it to 1,500.
The committee cited the annual
waiting list of 50 or more cer-
tified for commitment for whom
no space is available, at least
another 50 annually waiting to
be certified and an actual com-
munity need for an institution
twice as large as the present one.

A maximum security facility
for the Children’s Center to
house feeble-minded delinquents
who should be separated from
the other mental defectives as
well as to take care of seriously
delinquent children committed
to the two Industrial Home
Schools to be located at the Cen-
ter.

A classification center at tile
Children’s Center to study all
children committed and to choose
the program that will offer the
best chances fit rehabilitation.

Construction Needs.
As for the construction needs

Included in the Commissioner’s
building program, the committee
—in addition to recommending
immediate appropriations for a
new Industrial Home School for
Colored Children—urged funds
In the 1955 budget for at least
four infirmaries and a school
building at the District Training
School and a new wing and an
additional floor on the present
wing at the Receiving Home for
Chlidren.

At the Receiving Home, the
committee found some children
occasionally obliged to sleep on
the floor although sleeping rooms
designed for three now house
six. The committee pointedly
commented that children await-
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Proposed Welfare Program Unemployment Here
May Hit Prewar
Status, USES Says

The United States Employment

Service for the District warned
today that this summer may see
more unemployment in Washing-

ton than at any time since be-

fore World War 11.

In a monthly report which

noted that employment for

March reversed a steady down-

ward trend in recent months,

USES nonetheless painted this
picture of the local job situa-
tion:

“The lessened demand for la-
bor has contributed to a marked
decrease in job switching among

employed workers. Job orders
from Government agencies are
limited to such scarce occupa-
tions as engineers, machinists,
chemists, typists and stenogra-
phers. In private industry the
greater number of job applicants
has also tended to stabilize em-
ployment although openings exist
for the same occupations needed
in Government together with
nurses, draftsmen, therapists,
teachers, phone operators, sta-
tionary engineers, retail sales
persons and waitresses.

“With increasing numbers of
workers being terminated from
Government agencies and large
groups of high school and col-
lege students entering the labor
market in May and June, there
is reason to expect more unem-
ployment this summer than at
any time since prior to World
War II.”

December Exception to Decline.

The March total of 627,700
employed was an increase of

1,000 over February, USES re-
ported. With the exception of
December, every month since
September has shown a steady
decline.

Retail trade and construction
accounted for the additions to
the labor force in March. The
local office said “encouraging in-
creases, even though small,” oc-
curred in all industries with the
exception of food and kindred
products, general merchandise
stores, miscellaneous establish-
ments in retail trade and the
service industries where small
losses were reported.

The Employment Service said
its figures, though encouraging
with relation to recent months,
introduce “a sobering note of
caution” in comparison with em-
ployment figures for March, 1952.

There were 4,700 fewer people
employed this March than a year
ago, representing a gain of 2,800
workers in private industry and
a decline of 7,500 in Government.

Plan on Difficult Jobs.
The local USES office reported

that the Alexandria and Arling-
ton offices of the Virginia State
Employment Service and the
Hyattsville and Silver Spring
offices of the Maryland State
Employment Service have ar-
ranged to exchange all employer

orders which are difficult to fill
with the local office.

Proposals for Welfare Units
Listed After 3-Year Survey
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Here are the major recom-
mendations of the Special Com-
mittee on Public Welfare Insti-
tutions set up under auspices of
United Community Services and
making public today the results
of its three-year study. The
citizens’ committee recommends:

1. Expansion of the eight-year
construction program for public
welfare institutions, approved by

the Commissioners, to include all
welfare facilities needed in the
next eight years.

2. Adoption by the Commis-
sioners of a definite time table
for welfare construction.

3. That the Commissioners ask
congressional approval of this
time table and request authority
to borrow funds to finance all or
part of construction costs.

4. Appropriation of at least
$1 million in the 1954 budget to
star t building the new Industrial
Home School for Colored Chil-
dren at Laurel, Md., with the
remaining $3,350,000 in the 1955
budget.

5. Funds for at least four iiv
flrmaries and a school building

at the District Training School

ing Juvenile Court action are
having to stay at the home for
two months or longer.

“It is a pity,” the report de-
clared, “that the home is so
crowded and that final dispo-

sition of the child is often so
long delayed. More adequate fa-
cilities. more prompt planning

for the child’s future, and bet-
ter co-operation between the Ju-
venile Court and the Board of
Public Welfare are the prereq-
uisites to the effective operation
of this institution.”

The committe found the Jun-
ior Village a “success” but added
that little of the credit for this
success goes to the District tax-
payer or Congress. The credit
was given to the superintendent,
Miss Winifred Thompson, her
staff and the volunteers whose
interest they have managed to
enlist. Without them, the report

said. Junior Village would “un-
doubtedly have a depressing, di-
lapidated appearance” instead
of being a “cheerful, effective
children’s institution.”

Dormitory Needed.
At the Home for the Aged and

Infirm at Blue Plains, the com-
mittee stressed the need for a
new dormitory, cited the dangers
of fire in the present one and
generally called for a thoroughly
modern geriatrics institution
with a well-trained staff, spe-
cialized facilities and up-to-date
equipment.

At the Industrial Home School
for Colored Children, the report
emphasized that because of over-
crowding, boys must be released
prematurely to make room for
new boys committed by Juvenile
Court. Experience indicates, the
report noted, that “whenever a
child is discharged too soon the
community creates potential
trouble for itself.”

On the brighter side, the com-
mittee expressed its belief that
Washington was fortunate in
having “public servants of the
calibre of those who are admin-
istering these (the eight) insti-
tutions.” It also notgd important

for Feeble-Minded Children in
the 1955 budget.

6. Funds for a new wing and
another floor on the present
wing of the Receiving Home for
Children in the 1955 budget.

7. Adequate psychiatric serv-
ices for alj public welfare in-
stitutions.

8. A follow-up study of chil-

dren released from the institu-
tions to check on the effective-
ness of the rehabilitation pro-
gram.

8. Increased institution staffs,
up-grading of jobs to require

more qualifications and prompter
filling of vacancies.

10. Strengthening of the rem-
edial reading program at all

children’s institutions.
11 More recreation and work

programs in the institutions and
development of stronger incen-
tives for residents of the institu-
tions to take part in the pro-
grams.

12. More community help,

especially through volunteer
groups, to recreation and train-
ing programs in the institutions.

improvement in personnel, more
prompt filling of vacancies,
greater recognition of the im-
portance of psychiatric services
and increased emphasis on re-
medial reading and writing for
the child wards who on the av-
erage are two years retarded in
school.

__

Knife-Wielder Threatens
Falls Church Housewife

A Falls Church housewife was
threatened with assault by an
intruder who entered her home
through a window about 2:30
a.m. today, Fairfax County po-
lice reported.

The man fled, leaving his
wool-lined shoes outside the win-
dow, when the husband started
downstairs, police said.

The housewife, identified by
police as Mrs. James Martin of
La Bella walk, Hillwood Square,
Falls Church, had fallen asleep

downstairs while reading a
newspaper. The intruder en-
tered the home and held a knife
at her throat.

He told her to stay on the
couch and not to say anything.

Then he heard her husband at
the head of the stairs and fled.
Mrs. Martin was unhurt.

Police said the shoes are an
unusual type. They may have
been brought home from over-
seas by a returning soldier, de-
tectives said.

Armed Services Hide
Picture, Taber Says

Chairman Taber of the
House Appropriations Committee
charged today that the armed
services have been “major of-
fenders in using a performance
budget to cover up the true pic-
ture of what they are doing.”

Mr. Taber addressed the open-
ing session of the spring confer-
ence of the Washington chapter
of the Society for the Advance-
ment of Management at Depart-

mental Auditorium. He spoke
on and the Budget.”

Following are the findings and
recommendations on each of the
eight pdblic welfare institutions
covered by a three-year survey
of a special committee under
United Community Services aus-
pices:

Industrial Home School for
White Children—Plans to move
this institution to new buildings
in the Children’s Center at Lau-
rel, Md., should be expedited.
The new institution is expected
to be ready by the end of this
year. Meanwhile, Congress
should make available funds for
furniture and other equipment
requested in the pending 1954
budget.

A study of children discharged
from the home should be made
to judge the effectiveness of the
institution’s program. Two so-
cial case workers are needed full
time for treatment of children
within the institution. The
Board of Public Welfare’s Child
Welfare Division should assume
responsibility for case work with
parents and others. In hiring
new teachers, emphasis should
be placed on their background
in remedial reading and at least
one teacher should be fullyquali-
fied in that field.

The institution should get
remedial reading equipment. The
institution should put more em-
phasis on psychotherapy because
of the large proportion of emo-
tionally upset children. More
psychiatric service should be
made available.

Industrial Home School for
Colored Children Top need is
for funds included in the pend-
ing budget to start construction
of new buildings at the Children’s
Center so the children can move
into the completed facilities by
mid-1955.

Minor property improvements
needed at present location in-
clude shed to house valuable
trucks and other equipment and
to provide space for repair work
and resurfacing of roads, walks
and gutters needing repair.

More teachers should be hired,
especially for music and dramat-
ics. 1 Community groups should
volunteer to help with school
programs, especially in educa-
tion and recreation.

District Training School —The
school should be enlarged to per-
mit admission to all feeble-
minded persons needing institu-
tional care, particularly younger
children whq can be trained and
released. Immediate construction
needs include two cottage-type
infirmaries for very low-grade
and bedridden mental defectives,
a school with gymnasium, a nurs-
ery for children aged 1 to 6
years, paving or repair of roads
and sidewalks. In the next few
years, another seven residential
units for inmates should be pro-
vided.

More funds should be made
available for personnel. Civil
Service qualifications for attend-
ants should be raised, recruit-
ment and hiring procedures
should be streamlined, urgent
steps should be taken to All va-
cant positions, especially those
for attendants, teachers and doc-
tors. Twenty more attendants, a

speech therapist, an assistant
shop director and two more
maintenance men should be
added to staff as soon as possible.

Seriously delinquent feeble-
minded should be kept away
from other feeble-minded, either
in separate facilities at Lorton
or in a maximum security build-
ing at the Children’s Center.
Training and recreational pro-
grams should be enlarged and
varied to reach all patients who
can benefit. As many as possible
should be prepared for return
to the community.

The welfare board should set
up a planning group to review
a study of the institution now-
under way by the United States
Public Health Service. The
Board of Education should de-
velop basic instruction for
higher-grade feeble-minded.

Junior Village—Unless the in-
stitution is to move within two
years, alterations to improve fire
safety should be made and floors
in one of the buildings should
be covered or repaired. An ade-
quate paved play yard should be
constructed. Additional psychi-
atric treatment should be pro-
vided for disturbed children.
Remedial reading equipment
should be provided.

Receiving Home for Children
—ln view of serious overcrowd-
ing, funds should be included in
the 1955 budget for a girls’ wing
and an extra floor on the boys’
wing. New construction should
include urgently needed secure
individual rooms fop older and
more disturbed boys and girls.
More counsellors and custodians
are needed to cope with in-
creased population and jobs
should be upgraded to get better
qualified persons.

Flood lights should be in-
stalled and an adequate fence
built for more security. Funds
in 1954 budget request for chain-
link fence for half the yard
should be increased to cover en-
tire yard with posts set in
concrete. Plans should be made
to enlarge play yards and no
more land belonging to the in-
stitution should be released for
sale.

Average time of detention
needed for Juvenile Court action
should be greatly reduced. Ju-
venile Court staff should collabo-
rate with welfare staff in plan-
ning child’s future. Welfare now
is usually kept in the dark by
Juvenile Court about the history
and problems of court wards.
There “appears to be no reason
for this.”

Home For the Aged and In-
firm—Boardrd of Public Welfare
and the home should make their
own studies and join in com-
munity research on problems of
aged, particularly to estimate
needs for institutional care here
and developing care and rehabil-
itation programs within and out-
side the home.

Welfare board should tie in
geriatrics and other medical pro-
grams at the home with Gal-
linger Hospital and other insti-
tutions for the aged and with
programs of local medical
schools. The institution needs a
more adequate medical and nurs-
ing program, a physical therapy

unit immediately, a more com-
plete recreational therapy pro-
gram.

The Welfare Board should
make a study of alcoholism
among the aged with a possible
goal of setting up a special clinic
within the institution. Residents
should be given more incentives
to take part in work programs in
the institution. More nurses and
attendants are needed.

Funds for a new building for
ambulatory patients comparable
to the new infirmary should be
included in the 1955 budget. As
the home becomes more modem- i
ized, it should be able to estab-
lish itself in the mind of the j
community as a desirable place 1
for the aged and infirm.

Municipal Lodging House
Much better quarters, preferably j
in a new building, are needed. If
this cannot be provided in the
next five years, serious efforts
should be made to improve the
floors and furnishings of the
present buildings. The home now
houses men only.

Accommodations for homeless
women and families should be
provided in the new building.
Meanwhile, the Welfare Board
should arrange shelter for home-
less women and families by con-
tract with private homes or
agencies. The lodging house
should be combined with the
similar institution for homeless
veterans, the Temporary Home
for Former Soldiers and Sailors.

Eden Under Knife Again.
LONDON, April 29 (/P).—For-

eign Secretary Anthony Eden
underwent a second operation
today. The Foreign Office an-
nounced that his condition is
satisfactory. Fluid causing jaun-
dice was removed.

Damaged Gasline
Blamed lor Blast

Virtual destruction of an Ar-
lington home in an explosion yes-
terday followed damage to a gas
pipe in the etreet by a bulldozer,
a report to County Manager A.
T. Lundberg said today.

The report said the gas com-
pany was notified of the incident,
but the blast occured before re-

jpaii-men arrived.
No one was injured in the ex-

plosion at the home of Mrs.
! Charles C. Boyer, 4417 North
Carlin Spring road.

Mrs. Boyer, a records analyst
for the Reconstruction Finance

1 Corp., had left for work about an
hour »nd a half before the ex-
plosion.
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