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Just os he now wears the stor of o brigadier general on
his shoulder, Louis W. Prentiss had a single star on his
"uniform" when this picture was made in 1906. He

then was 7 years old.
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In 1917 the general was a captain in Company H of the Western
High School Cadets. That year he was graduated and went to the
Colorado School of Mines. In 1921 he was commissioned a lieutenant

in the United States Army.

A CENTURY or so ago, Eliza
Cook, famous English

poet, wrote: “There's a mag-
ical tie to the land of our
home which the heart cannot
break, though the footsteps
may roam.”

Although that may seem a
rather sentimental way to
illustrate a point, it is de-
cidedly applicable in the case
of Brig. Gen. Louis W. Pren-
tiss, the District’s new Engi-
neer Commissioner.

It explains, perhaps better
than any other words, Gen.
Prentiss’ zest to help bring the
“lagging public facilities of
Washington abreast the needs
of a modem city.” The quotes
are his own.

For Gen. Prentiss, Washing-
ton is “home” with a “magical
tie” that is stronger than the
mer& fact that he was bom
and reared here. His tie goes
back 163 years.

It was in 1790 that William
Prentiss came here from Mas-
sachusetts, where the family
had settled more than 100
years before. He

*

married
Eunice Paine Greenleaf, whose
family had extensive land
holdings in the area now oc-
cupied by Fort Lesley J. Mc-
Nair. She was a descendant
of Robert Treat Paine, signer
of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence.

One of their sons, William
—THE WASHINGTON STAR PICTORIAL MAGAZINE. MAY 3. 1933

Bf ’HH

jSH |||||

dSSPPr
. *7— r A

\Z£zrvS&? t*

jflL.
* A

Gen. Prentiss, in the capacity of Engineer Commissioner of Washington, works at his desk in the District
Building. Though many from all parts of the Nation hove held the post in the past, Gen. Prentiss is a

native Washingtonian.

Home Town Commissioner
By William J; Moyer

H. Prentiss, was the District’s
eldest native when he died in
1878 at 82. His father and
George Washington were
friends and the First Presi-
dent, according to family
legend, was an occasional
visitor in the Prentiss home.

One of William H. Prentiss’
sons was Charles A. Prentiss,
a physician of the Civil War
era, and his son, William C.
Prentiss, an attorney, was the
new Commissioner’s father.

Gen. Prentiss was bom in
Northwest Washington in 1899.
There were happy boyhood
days with his dad, sailing the
Margaret, a boat named for
his sister, and as a command-
ing officer of the cadet corps
at Western High School,
where he was graduated in
1917.

Washington then was an
easy-going city of 350,000. Its
annual budget was around sl2
million.

Young Prentiss won a schol-
arship and went off to college
at the Colorado School of
Mines. He graduated there
in 1921 and, quite by accident,
began a military career. His
military science, instructor
asked him, “as a favor,” to
take an Army examination.
He was commissioned a lieu-
tenant in the field artillery.

The same year, he married
Helen Bowie, whose family
name is almost synonymous
with Maryland history.

Then came numerous tours
of duty and the Prentisses
“roamed” often and far from
Washington, but it still, was
home. In 1929, he shifted
from artillery to the Corps of
Engineers.

Among other assignments,
he taught military science at
his alma mater, the Colorado
School of Mines, and super-
vised big river and harbor
projects and flood-control
projects in the Middle West
and South. After World War
II he went to Germany as
supply chief for the engineers
there. Last May he came
here as assistant chief of
engineers for personnel and
administration.

Last December he was
appointed a District Commis-
sioner and promoted from
colonel to brigadier general.

Gen. Prentiss admits Wash-
ington has not kept pace with
other cities, but he gives an
understandable explanation.

“Washington,” he says, “had
its greatest expansion during
the last war. The city jumped
from 665,000 in 1940 to more
than 800,000 in 1950.

“During the war years,
money and materials for mu-
nicipal improvements were
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