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Dr. Keith J. Laidler, assistant
' professor of chemistry at Catho-

lic University, has complained to
Secretary of Commerce Weeks

that Bureau of Standards of-
ficials torpedoed a speech Dr.
Laidler planned to make in sup-
port of a battery additive, AD-X2.
The chemical was the focal point
in the recent dispute over Mr.
Weeks’ attempt to oust Dr. Allen

! V. Astin as bureau director.
Dr. Laidler gave this account of

the incident: The Philosophical
Society of Washington asked him
to address a meeting on AD-X2;
Bureau of Standards officials
opposing AD-X 2 felt they were
not authorized to appear on the
same program, so they objected
to Dr. Laidler’s scheduled talk:

I the Philosophical Society then
canceled the Laidler speech,

j The Bureau of Standards has
condemned AD-X 2 as no good:
Dr. laidler, who is a consultant
to the manufacturer of the
chemical, says AD-X 2 prolongs
battery life.

I Asks Weeks For Report.
“The bureau knew it would

be put' in a very unfavorable
light by my speech, and they
used this method of keeping me
silent,’’ Dr. Laidler told a re-
porter.

Dr. Laidler said the Commerce
Department asked for a report
on the incident. He said he had
written Secretary Weeks that
bureau officials objected to his
speech on grounds they them-
selves would not be allowed to
speak.

A spokesman for the Bureau
of Standards denied that bureau
officials objected to Dr. Laidler’s
scheduled talk.

President Archie I. Mahan of
the Philosophical Society and the
society’s executive committee
took full responsibility for can-
celing Dr. Laidler's speech. They
explained in a formal statement
that they wanted to hear both

: sides of the AD-X 2 controversy
and since Bureau of Standards
officials would not appear, they
asked Dr. Laidler to withdraw his
paper on AD-X2.

1 In the speech that he did not
deliver. Dr. Laidler praised Jess
M. Ritchie, California business- i

.man who developed the batteryj
j additive.

| “Here is a case of a man who
! was fortunate enough to find a
useful product, and who has
demonstrated its worth by num-
erous tests,” Dr. Laidler said in
his prepared address.

“He is, however, harried to
death by Government science and
is compelled to devote his ac-
tivities not to improving the
product and learning more about
its action—as I know he would
have done if he had had time—-
but rather to justifying the worth
of his product to a group of in-

Housewives Continue
Battle Against Tax

By tho Associated Pros*

MARSHALL. Tex., Ma£ 23.
A group of Marshall housewives
who don’t believe in collecting
Social Security taxes from
domestic help will have a circuit
court hearing next Tuesday in
New Orleans.

The group borrowed $1,500
from Marshall banks today to
pay an attorney to represent J
them before the fifth circuit
court of appeals. At least 11 of ,
the housewives plan to leave this
week end to attend the hearing.

A spokesman for the group
said they would be joined in New
Orleans by Vivien Kellems, Con-
necticut industrialist and out-
spoken foe of Federal withhold-
ing taxes; Mary Cain, Mississippi
editor opposed to certain Federal
taxes, and Westbrook Pegler,
columnist.

The case began when several
Marshall women refused to de-
duct Social Security taxes from
the wages paid domestic em-
ployes. The Internal Revenue
Bureau seized their bank ac-
counts to collect the taxes and
penalty due. The Marshall
women took the case to Federal
court, claiming that the deduc-
tion clause was unconstitutional.
When a judgment was returned"
against them in Federal District
Court, they appealed to the cir-
cuit court.
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Standards Bureau Killed Talk On AD-X2, C. U. Expert Says
dividuals whose minds had been
made up on this matter many
years before the product was
actually developed; I am refer-
ring here to the fact that the
Bureau of Standards has been
condemning battery additives un-
conditionally ever since 1931.

“It would aeem to me that if
anyone can develop a product
with which he can satisfy all
his customers, the Government
would do well to refrain from
persecuting him unless there f
extremely positive evidence that
some kind of fraud is Involved.
In this case there is no question
of there being any fraud.”

Society Explains Stand.
The Philosophical Society, ex-

plaining why it did not let Dr.
Laidler speak on the additive,
said: “At the time arrangements
were made for Dr. Laidler to
present an informal communica-
tion, it was believed that mem-
bers of the Bureau of Standards
would be free to participate In
the discussion afterwards.

“It has since been called to

our attention that, according to
the interpretation of letters from
the Secretary of Commerce, it
would be In bad taste for mem-
bers of the bureau staff to par-
ticipate in such a discussion at
the present time.

“Since the Philosophical So-
ciety of Washington is dedicated
to a free exchange of ideas on
scientific subjects, the executive
committee requested Dr. Laid-
ler to defer his presentation un-
til such a time that this would
be possible. Dr. Laidler gracious-
ly agreed to do this.”

Bureau officials feel they have
been under wraps on the AD-X2
dispute ever since Secretary
Weeks cited-it as partial justifi-
cation for the dismissal of Dr.
Astin as bureau director, effec-
tive this fall.

A committee of scientists is
being appointed to review bureau
tests of AD-X2. Bureau officials
say that until this review is com-
pleted. they feel they should try
to stay out of further public
controversy over the chemical.
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