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Bottleneck in Bridge Planning
*

The backing and filling which the National
Capital Planning Commission has been doing in
connection with the proposal for a new Potomac
River bridge here will further delay this much-
needed traffic-relief measure. The commission
seems unable to make up its mind at a time
when forthright decisions are called for. The
commission and the District Highway Depart-
men are openly at odds over the choice of a
site for a central area crossing. In fact, the
commission at times has indicated skepticism
about the urgency for a new bridge in the cen-
tral area at all. Under the circumstances, Con-
gress may have to intermediate the controversy,
as it had to do in the case of the Fourteenth
street bridge dispute. The congestion on the
existing bridges is too acute to permit of long-
drawn-out wrangling over bridge locations.

The Highway Department’s firm assertion
that the first new bridge across the river should
be built approximately on the line of E street
is based on more than guesswork. The high-
way engineers had before them persuasive
traffic-trend statistics accumulated during the
course of a comprehensive joint origin-and-
destination survey by the Metropolitan Area
Transportation Study Committee. These figures
showed beyond any doubt a shortage of crossing
facilities in the downtown section of Washing-
ton. The present bridges are being subjected to
heavier loads than any similar structures in the
country, the studies have revealed.

Despite this evidence, the NCPC has balked
at indorsing the E street site for a new bridge.
With apparent reluctance, it has agreed that
an additional crossing in that general area
may be necessary eventually, but it has sug-
gested that further studies be made, including
the possibility of a tunnel. In the meantime
the commission has advised improvement of
the existing bridges—something that should be
a corollary of. rather than an alternative for,
a new centrally located bridge. The commis-
sion also has continued to give priority in its
thinking to two “circumferential” bridges—one
in the vicinity of Nebraska avenue, above Key
Bridge, and the other from Jones Point to Alex-
andria. Both bridges undoubtedly are needed—-
but they willnot solve the problem of transport-
ing more cars in the central area.

If the District and the NCPC cannot have a
meeting of minds soon on these problems, the
Commissioners would be justified in taking the
matter to Congress for settlement. Harassed
motorists have a right to demand early action
In this matter.

Labor-Industry Peace Contract
Big Business and Big Labor settled upon

a pattern for peace when General Motors Cor-
poration and the United Automobile Workers
rewrote the wage provisions of their five-year
contract two years before its expiration.

Without a strike threat, the company
agreed in brief and apparently amicable nego-
tiations to a revision of the cost-of-living
escalator clause so that hourly wage rates can-
not drop more than five cents as against a
previous potential dip of 24 cents, and to cer-
tain fixed increases for specified categories
of labor. They agreed, also, on application of
the new Consumer Price Index as against the
“old series” index—a change of measurement
which will work to the benefit of labor.

It is estimated that the new agreement
will mean for General Motors an investment of
about S3O million over the next two years in
added labor costs. By implication, it is an
expression of confidence on the part of the
company that industrial activity and prosperity
will remain on a high level but it also may be
interpreted as an expression of belief that the
“inflationary impact” which has been brought
to bear upon the national economy in recent
years will remain with us for at least the two

more years involved.
The Ford and Chrysler companies, the other

two of the Big Three in the automotive indus-
try, are next in line for review of their labor
contracts. It is unlikely that either will risk
a production stoppage, and it is reasonable to
believe that the new General Motors formula
will now be considered the broad base for the
industry. While the economics of this formula
may yet be questioned—particularly by some
of the smaller concerns in the field—the
example set for peaceful relationship between
management and labor has a substantial value

that reaches far beyond the automotive field
alone.

Sales Tax in Alexandria?
Alexandria’s city manager, Ira F. Willard,

would have encountered less opposition for his
sales-tax proposal if neighboring Arlington and
Fairfax Counties were on a sales-tax basis. The
idea of sales taxes has met with increasing
favor in Virginia in recent years, especially in
areas where real estate levies have reached
burdensome levels. In fact, Fairfax County
already is on record in support of a State-wide
sales tax. The General Assembly has considered
the plan on several occasions, but has turned it
down.

Mr. Willard, pondering over a proposed
budget nearly one-fourth larger than that of
the current fiscal year and realizing that a
reassessment of properties in the city will bring
taxpayers substantially heavier tax bills, in-

dorsed the sales-tax proposal of a citizens’
advisory committee. This committee includes
representatives of the business community as
well as other segments of the population. But
6ome business interests that might approve of
a sales tax if Arlington and Fairfax Counties
were to lead the way are understandably reluc-
tant to indorse any such pioneering effort in

Alexandria. They had one sad experience in
this field several years ago. When the city
imposed a sales tax on cigarettes, the mer-
chants soon reported a marked drop in ciga-
rette sales. As the protests from businessmen
snowballed, the council finally decided to repeal
the tax.

The lesson of the cigarette tax has not
been forgotten. Mr. Willard is said to be hope-
ful that Arlington and Fairfax Counties will
join the sales-tax movement if Alexandria
adopts the two-cent plan he recommends. But

both counties would first have to obtain approval
of the Legislature before imposing such a tax.
Alexandria is one of the few cities in Virginia
which already has this authority. No county
now has it. With the demand for new sources
of tax revenues rising in many parts of nearby
Virginia, the sales-tax plan merits more atten-
tion than has been given it in the past. What-
ever Alexandria’s final decision on the question,
Mr. Willard has stimulated public Interest across
the river in one possible tax source that ought
to be more fully explored there.

Second Best Is No Good
The question which lies at the heart of the

debate over the reduction in Air Force funds is
this: Will the Air Force which emerges be in-

ferior to Soviet air power? If the answer is yes,
the cut in funds is an unwarranted gamble.
For in these time, a second-best Air Force is no
good.

There is every reason to believe that the
Russians are relentlessly stockpiling A-bombs,
and that within about two years they will have
enough to launch a devastating attack on this
country. There is also reason to believe that
the Soviet air force, in terms of modern air-
craft, is superior to ours, and that its margin of
superiority will increase rather than decrease
in the immediate future.

Ifthese assumptions are correct it is hard to
see how any one can justify the decision to

abandon the 143-wing goal set by the Truman
administration and currently described by the
Air Force as “the absolute minimum in order to
attain adequate national security in view of the
military strength of the Soviet Union.” If the
assumptions are not correct—if some factor not
publicly known alters the picture of relative
military strength—the administration should
say so.

To this time, Defense Secretary Wilson has
not given a satisfactory explanation of the $5

billion cut in the Air Force budget. He says,

to be sure, that we will get more air strength
with less money in 1954, and that may be true.
But the projected slash in funds seems certain
to mean that, in the long run, we will have
fewer planes, less defense and a smaller
capacity for aircraft production. What Con-
gress wants to know is how this gamble with
our security can be justified in the light of

Russia’s known power and apparent intentions.
This is a legitimate inquiry, and Congress
should insist on getting better answers than
Mr. Wilson has given.

The'Deal
‘

on Mr. Oatis
Czechoslovakia has been understandably

prompt in demanding implementation of Presi-
dent Eisenhower’s assurance that the United
States Government “is prepared to negotiate”
a settlement of the issues remaining from the
Oatis case.

Doubtless the minimum request by the
Czech government will be for the removal of
the restrictions imposed by our Government
shortly after Mr. Oatis’ imprisonment on espio-
nage charges in 1951. These restrictions were:
(1) Prohibition against Czech exports to the
United States, having an annual value of about
S2O million, (2) ban on oil exports from the
United States to Czechoslovakia, (3) ban on
travel to Czechoslovakia by any American not
on essential official business and (4) a ban
on flight of Czech commercial airplanes over
the United States zone of Germany.

Very likely the Czech interpretation of the
Eisenhower letter to Czech President Zapotocky
is that it constituted a promise to remove these
restrictions, or was in effect a proffered “deal”
for the Oatis release. The State Department,
however, already is disputing any such inter-
pretation and is standing by its announcement
of last Saturday that “there wasn’t any deal
with Czechoslovakia.”

Actually, the department, perhaps at White
House orders, encouraged—or at least per-

mitted—a false impression to arise about how
Mr. Oatis’ release came about. In its initial
official reaction to the release, it announced
merely that our Ambassador had been informed
that Mr. Oatis was being pardoned “on the
basis of a petition received from Mrs. Oatis.”
The implication of such an announcement was
that there had been no other effective element
involved in the Czech change of mind. At the
same time, under questioning, a department
spokesman said “there wasn’t any deal”—
although the same spokesman now admits to
knowing of President Eisenhower’s promise to
negotiate other differences if Mr. Oatis were
released.

To the American man in the street, as to
his opposite number in Czechoslovakia, such a
promise of one thing for another is at least an
offer of “a deal.” Since the restrictions were
imposed in answer to Mr. Oatis’ imprisonment,
a promise to negotiate their removal in return

for his release is not an unreasonable one. But
it would hgve been much better to have dis-
closed it in the first place, instead of resorting
to disingenuous double talk.

Survey of Great Potential Value
A social and economic study which may

become of greatest value has been announced
by the Twentieth Century Fund in disclosing
its plans for a three-year survey of that portion
of the African continent lying south of the
Sahara and north of the Union of South Africa.
The project will begin about September l of
this year, under supervision of Dr. George H. T.
Kimble, who is resigning his post as director
of the American Geographical Society.

Recognition of the importance of Africa,
strategically and in terms of undeveloped re-
sources, began in a large way in World War II
and has progressed rapidly in the years since.
Coincident with this progress has been the
emergence of strong national movements, rang-
ing from the peaceful growth of political inde-
pendence in such areas sis British West Africa
to the terrorist Mau Mau agitations in Kenya.
A large part of the answer for these stirrings
within the continent is found in existence of
its great resources.

Already, in the atmosphere of developing
independence, the people and the countries of
the continent are being wooed by the enemies,
as well as the friends, of freedom. The attrac-
tions and the stakes are obvious ones. A study
such as the Fund is planning could provide
valuable guidance for the African peoples
concerned and for friendly non-African powers.

Importance of Suez in World Affairs
To the Editor of The Star:

The present controversies between
the British Government and the

Naguib administration of Egypt serve
to remind the American people of the
importance of the Suez Canal, together
with control of this isthmus. A study
of any world map will indicate how far-
sighted British naval policy has been,
for of six vital “bottlenecks” in the

world trade routes, all the control bases
save the Panama Canal are under
British control. The British flag yet

flies over Singapore, Aden, Suez, Gibral-
tar and the Straits of Dover, and the
far southern routes around South Amer-
ica, Africa, and Australia could be con-
trolled from other British bases or
supply bases in the Falkland Islands,

South Africa, Tasmania or New Zealand.
To deal American and British trade a
deadly blow, an enemy has only to
close some of these “bottlenecks.”

Loss of control at Suez would involve
a serious dislocation of British naval
power find commercial economy. When
Germany, Italy and Japan united for
World War ft, their general staffs/

worked out plans for simultaneous at-
tacks on all these gateways of com-
merce, and plans were made for closing
both ends of the Red Sea. The harassed
British, to forestall a land drive through
Constantinople and Turkey and so to
Suez, occupied French Syria, Iraq and
Iran (May-Septeipber, 1941). Though
the Germans dispatched their specially
trained and equipped Afrika Corps to
Libya and the British were driven back
almost to the gates of Alexandria, Suez
was saved, and the fulcrum of power in
the Middle East was retained.

Unquestionably relations between the
British and Egyptian governments have
seriously deteriorated. These govern-
ments successfully negotiated a treaty
which was signed in August, 1936. The
agreement was for 20 years, but
capable of revision any time after 10
years. By this treaty Egypt recognized
the vital interest to Britain of ensuring
the liberty and entire security of navi-
gation in the canal, and accordingly
granted Britain the right to retain
troops in the Canal Zone, to the
number of 10,000 land troops and 400
RAF pilots with the necessary ancillary
services, until it should be agreed that
the Egyptian forces could themselves
assume full responsibility for the canal.
Egypt was to build specified strategic
roads, and to improve the railways in
the Canal Zone and the Western Desert.
The Western democracies can fervently
hope that the gap separating the Egyp-
tian demands and the British concep-
tion of what powers it is necessary to
retain in Egypt in the interest of the
Commonwealth will be bridged by con-
cessions from both sides. These con-
cessions should be made if only because
both parties are acutely aware of the
menace to their respective interests
from Soviet Russian intrigues. How-
ever, there is no reason to suppose that,
if this menace were removed, Egyptian
nationalist sentiment would not once
more compel its leaders to seek the
final evacuation of British forces from
the strategic isthmus of Suez.

The opening of the Suez Canal in
1869 shortened the sea route to India
and Pakistan by 6,000 miles. The canal
had been built largely with French and

Egyptian capital, but in 1875 Disraeli
made British influence paramount by
buying the Egyptian shares from the
bankrupt Khedive. Having checkmated
France on the canal question, Disraeli
turned his attention to Russia and in
1878, at the Congress of Berlin, not only
barred Russian advance toward the
Straits and the Aegean, but secured the
strategically important island of Cyprus
for England. The approaches to Suez
secure on the north, Disraeli turned his
attention to Egypt. Theoretically Egypt
was a Turkish province. Practically it
was independent, under the rule of the
spendthrift Khedive Ismail. Since 1863
Ismail, with the assistance of European
capitalists, had been piling the Egyptian
debt to dizzy heights. Bankruptcy
opened the way to foreign political con-
trol. In this situation the weak Khe-
dive was afraid both of the foreigners
and of the nationalists, who were then,
as now, led by an army officer, Arabi.
Today Gen. Naguib has placed himself
at the head of the spirit of Egyptian
nationalism, and like Arabi in 1881,
Naguib encourages anti-foreign agita-
tion in order to strengthen his govern-
ment.

The consequences of the quarrel over
the Canal Zone do not stop with ten-
sion between London and Cairo; the
events on the Isthmus of Suez affect the
fate of far-off Afghanistan and of
nearer nations. The history of the
Middle Eastern question from 1868 to
1886 illustrates the difficulties of pre-
serving world peace among the great
pbwers. The vast reaches of Central
Asia were far removed from St. Peters-
burg and Moscow. Transportation was
difficult, and for months at a time the
Czar’s ministers were out of touch with
the military commanders who exercised
almost complete authority in the East.
Similarly the London cabinet knew
little of conditions in and around India,
and the officials on the spot sometimes
took action which embarrassed the
home government in dealings with

Letters to The Star.. Pen-names may be used if letters carry
writers’ correct names and addresses.
All letters are subject to condensation.

Taxpayer's Lament
My protest is against the Personal

Property Tax that the District gov-
ernment imposes on its residents. Why
should persons have to pay tax on
furniture, china, rugs, linens, jewelry,
etc. after the items have been pur-
chased, paid for and in one’s possesion
for years? Why. especially in these days

when you first pay a District sales tax
on everything you buy?

And even more illegal and ironical
is the fact that the personal property
tax is not unanimously enforced. There
are persons living in the District,
Washingtonians as well as out-of-
towners who when domiciled here
seven months out of the year are liable,
but who have never paid this tax. This
certainly is not fair.

Washingtonian.

Dim View of U. S. Policy
I agree with Dorothy Thompson’s

statement that “the art of politics is
to. deal with things as they are, not
as they ought to be.”

The anti-American revolt sweeping
the world from Asia to Argentina

should be apparent to senior high
school students seriously interested in
international affairs. That such a
revolt is not understood by Joe Mc-
Carthy or the State Department may
be charged to the attitude of most
Americans assuming ours is the best
of all possible worlds and ignoring all
others. We have been political and
social snobs for so many presidential
elections that we can’t bother to stir
ourselves and find out how other peo-
ples live or think.

As Miss Thompson points out, we
have tried without success to “sell”
an American policy to other nations
who are smart enough to realize that
such a policy is a phony. We support
all the “has-beens” in Latin American
politics with the hope that it will

strengthen the imperialist designs of
a few American businessmen abroad,
and all we get is a slap in the face
from such dictators as Franco and
Peron. We scream loudly about democ-
racy abroad and we maintain such a
Jim Crow capital that we become the
laughing stock of foreign nations when
we begin to talk about democracy and
the free world. We are liars and hypo-
crites and everybody knows it but our-
selves. It is about time we took stock
and started to act like intelligent citi-
zens’ or maybe we are what we pretend
to be—a bunch of morons.

J. Wilbur Potherby.

Offended by Cartoon
I have subscribed to The Star for

56 years. I was deeply offended by
Crockett’s cartoon May 20, suggesting
President Eisenhower doesn’t know
what he is doing in proposing to cut
the budget for the atomic-energy pro-
gram.

We have the most competent Presi-
dent from a military viewpoint since
U. S. Grant. He is also highly con-
scientious, and deeply considering the
atrocious financial status inherited
from his predecessors in the light of
information that no one else can com-
mand.

Yet. before he has been six months
in office, not content with carrying
three New Deal columnists to snipe at
him daily, The Star publishes an in-
sulting cartoon representing the Pres-
ident of the United States as if he
were a mischievous scared child being
corrected by an all-wise teacher. What
a change from Cliff Berryman!*

Hitherto The Star has been for giv-
ing all administrations, whatever their
politics, a favorable chance. To me,
the present attitude seems outrageously
unfair.

C. G. Abbot.

"his and That . . .

By Charles E. Tracev/ell

One of the most amazing facts about
the periodical cicadas, popularly known
as seventeen-year-locusts, is that for
about a month, in July, they are prac-
tically extinct.

The parents, male and female, are
dead, and the young locusts have not
yet been born, or hatched.

This state of affairs is not duplicated
in nature except in some other insects.

Once the adult female locusts have
slit the tree branches, and laid their
eggs in them, their job on earth is done,
just as nature’s assignment to the males
already has been accomplished.

There is no need for the adults to
guard the branches, since the nests are
high in the trees.

The cut in the branches or twigs
finally causes them to fall, but by this
time, in most cases, the eggs have
hatched and the little new locusts, about
one-twentieth of an inch long, have
fallen to the earth.

Itwould be best to say they have been
wafted to the earth, since they are ex-
tremely light, and invisible to the hu-
man eye.

This must account for the variation
in neighborhood location of the locusts
from one 17-year period to another.

In our own neighborhood, in 1936 the
noise (and hence sound) was at its
highest point on Brookeville road, espe-
cially.from Bradley lane south to Chevy
Chase Circle.

This year there is an almost universal
> T

locust music along Connecticut avenue,
up Brookville road, and the various
streets between these two running east
and west.

We recall perfectly well the 1936 vis-
itation, and realize that the noise this
time is about 1,000 per cent greater on
our block than it was then.

We have no recollection of listening
to the music from our own arm chair,
as we can do this time.

This is due. no doubt, to the fact that
winds must have wafted many thou-
sands more of the new-born locusts (in

the 1936 crop, that is) over to our im-
mediate neighborhood, so that after
the 17-year period they were able to
climb our trees.

There must be an immense loss, in
all this; millions of the newborn must
die, before they get to the ground.

? *

Millions are list, too, in the ground.
Experiments show that the new-born

locusts love I!l5 4ight, and seek it. at
first, but the moment they feel the
ground beneath their feet, something
impells them to dig. So nature takes
care of her own. Her processes seem to
be without regard to the individual; it
Is the tribe, alone, that counts. This
would seem to indicate that the terrible
cults of modern days that hold to this
type of political belief are closer to
nature than the democracies, especially
tltt Christian democracies. But, that is,
In their very nature, their glory, that

—Wide World Photo.

Guarding strategic Suez Canal is this British lion—a war memorial
dedicated to Britain’s Indian troops who died in World War L

other powers. So long as the British
and the Russian possessions were sepa-
rated by a thick wall of independent
buffer states the doings of irresponsible
governors caused little trouble. After
the middle of the nineteenth century,
however, ambitious Russian generals
discovered that fame and promotion
could easily be obtained by pushing the
Russian frontiers southward. As the
separating wall grew thinner, British
uneasiness grew. When Samarcand
was annexed in 1868, representations
were made in St. Petersburg. Like the
Soviet commissars, the Czar’s ministers
promised to halt the advance, but it
continued nevertheless.

During the latter part of that cen-
tury. while Russian attention was con-
centrated on the Near East, there was
little activity in Central Asia. When
Britain and Egypt began to quarrel, the
Russians thought it safe to move again.
Theoretically without orders from St.
Petersburg, Russian troops moved
southward, this time driving a wedge
between Iran and Afghanistan. As a
result of these aggressions, war was
prevented only by the opposition of
Bismarck and the lack of a suitable
battlefield in Asia. Britain gave way
and in September, 1885, sanctioned the
recent Russian conquests. Neither
party expected the agreement to be any
more enduring than the innumerable
promises Russia had made earlier.

Modern transportation, more rapid
communications, and the development
of air power cannot diminish the im-
portance of the Suez Canal in world
affairs. Standing at the bridgehead be-
tween Eurasia and Africa, the strategic
location of the Isthmus of Suez has
made it through the ages a fulcrum of
power. Its control by a nation or
people unfriendly to the United States
might bring consequences of lasting
danger to the security of the Republic.

Richard C. Drum Hunt,
Comdr., U. S. N., Retired.

Montgomery School Budget .:
I am writing to voice publicly the

strongest protest of which I am capable
to the tactics of the Montgomery
County PTA in its efforts to restore
the $17,680,000 budget proposed by the
Board of Education. The PTAs are
circulating a petition (or two petitions,
they would have you believe), so all
taxpayers may register their opinions
as to whether the entire budget of
$17,680,000 asked by the Board of Edu-
cation or the $13,445,000 recommended
by the County Manager be adopted by
the County Council.

The petition has two tear coupons,
one of which is to be signed by the
taxpayer. The affirmative one states,
in effect, “Iwill be willingto forgo a
tax reduction for fiscal 1954, if neces-
sary to meet school needs.” The nega-
tive one states “I am not willing to
forgo the reduction in taxes affecting
me for 1954 which would result from
accepting the recommendations of the
county manager respecting the school
budget.”

This puts the taxpayer and parent
in the embarrassing predicament if
he chooses to abide by the county
manager’s recommendations of signing
a statement, picked up by a neighbor,
and available for any one to see, that
he is unwilling to spend the money
the Board of Education thinks neces-
sary for education in the county. A
few tough-skinned individuals may
sign it “no.” but most will be coerced
into signing the affirmative side, which
is what the PTA hopes will happen by
their nasty little wording. This is no
more an open two-choice affair than
is an election in Russia today; it is
pressure tactics at its worst.

I hope every taxpayer will do what
I have done—refuse to sign either
petition and make their wishes known
directly to the County Council.

Parent and Taxpayer.

they have strived to be better than
nature, more kind, more gentle and
loving.

* it

Those persons who find the locust
music annoying, or sad, might try the
following interesting experiment:

Cup the hands up in front of the ears.
This will increase the sound to an

amazing degree.

Then even this volume may be in-
creased by slowly moving the little
finger edge of the hands forward until
the point of greatest volume is secured.

Now, suddenly take down the hands.
The real locust music will not sound

one-tenth as loud as it did before.
This is a variation of the old picture

of Grandad with his hand up to his ear,
saying, “Heh?”

Maybe some day they will provide
thin flappers of flexible plastic to be
fixed to hearers’ ears at symphony or-
chestra concerts.

In this way, the low points would be
heard more easily, and It would be very
easy to suddenly remove the flappers
when the forte passages became too
loud.

When the hands are cupped to in-
crease the volume of the locust music,
and then suddenly removed, the music
Is heard, then, to be just right, not at
all a noise, but a mixture as real music
should be. of varying tones, blended by
the skilled hands of a master composer.

White of Egg Is Found
Remarkably Complex

Solution of Eight Proteins
Has Unusual Properties

By Thomas R. Henry
Department of Agriculture chemists

are tearing apart the white of an egg.
It is. they have found, a remarkably

complex material—essentially a solu-
tion of eight proteins, or nitrogen-
containing substances which consti-
tute the building stones of the animal
body—each of which has unusual
properties. The group as a whole may
have far-reaching implications, at
least so far as a better understanding
of life processes is concerned.

They have just listed these egg-
white constituents:

Conalbumln, 12 per cent, which forms
complexes with metal molecules, espe-
cially of iron. It takes the iron out of
circulation, and thus retards bacterid
growth by iron starvation.

Ovomucoid, 12 per cent, which has
the peculiar property of inhibiting the
action of the enzyme trypsin, one of
the activating substances in digestive
fluid. It is important that its activities
be kept well-balanced.

Lysozyme, 3.5 per cent, which at-
tacks the cell walls and thus kills
certain bacteria.

Ovomucin, 1.5 per cent, which is
responsible for the gelling properties
of egg white and may have a certain
anti-bloodclotting activity.

Avidin, a tenth of one per cent, which
combines with the vitamin biotin, the
most potent growth substance known,
and thus tends to retard growth.

Ovalbumin, 54 per cent, which
coagulates easily and constitutes the
chief food material of egg-white.

Two Unidentified.
Left still unidentified are two pre-

sumably unknown proteins, mixed with
a lot of inorganic salts and sugar.

In much the same way the Agri-
culture Department chemists are tear-
ing apart the whey of milk. They
have found four proteins one of which,
alpha-lactoalbumin, may be of par-
ticular importance in nutrition since
it contains the amino acids tryptophane
and custine, which the human body
does not manufacture for itself.

* *

The Navy has set up and tested a
Sofar network covering the entire east-
ern North Pacific.

By means of this network, the test
Indicates, it should be possible to locate
quite precisely any ship or plane in
distress in that area.

It is based on the discovery, which
first became generally known early in
the war, that sounds originating at a
certain depth in the sea will travel
thousands of miles with little diminu-
tion of their intensity. In deep sea
water the speed of sound decreases in
depth to a point several hundred
fathoms below the surface. Then it
Increases to the bottom.

Sound Deflected.
A sound which originates at the line

between the increase and decrease in
speed will be reflected back and forth
almost indefinitely. This level, in the
North Pacific, has been determined to
be about 2,000 feet below the surface.
6o a bomb is dropped with an explo-
sion apparatus set to detonate it pre-
cisely when it reaches the pressure of
the 2.000-foot level.

There are three land stations, two
on the California coast and one in
Hawaii. Speed of sound at that depth
is precisely known. The time differ-
ence in the arrival of the signal at
the three stations gives about the most
precise possible location for the source
of the sound.

Tests with 1,200 bombs dropped over
the Northeast Pacific have shown that
more than 99 per cent of the detona-
tions are heard at all three stations.
The longest distance covered with good
reception has been 4,340 nautical miles.

One of the annoyances is the con-
stant background noise of the deep sea
which frequently varies in nature and
intensity. This is experienced especial-
ly at the Hawaii station. It reaches its
intensity during the season when
whales and porpoises are most numer-
ous in the area and is believed to be
due to the “barking” of these manmals.

Fortunately, none of the background
noises have the same sound as bomb
explosions.

Questions and Answers
The Ster'i readers can get the answer to an?

question of fact by either writing The Evening
Star Iniormatlon Bureau 1200 1 street N W..
Washington 3. D C.. and inclosing 3 cents re-
turn nosteae. or bv telephonic* sterling 3-7363

By THE HASKIN SERVICE.
Q. What is Canada’s national

flag?—J. W.
A. Canada has no national flag of

her own but uses the flag of the mother
country, the Union Jack. The country
has, however, a distinctive merchant
flag, the Red Ensign of Great Britain
with the arms of Canada in the fly.

Q. Have the people of Scotland ac-
cepted the present Queen as Elizabeth
II despite the fact that they recognize
no Elizabeth I?—L. L.

A. Yes. A compromise was reached
with the Scottish Nationalists whereby
whatever numeral in English or Scot-
tish succession is higher will be used.

Q. How many business firms employ-
ing a thousand or more persons are
there in Washington, D. C.?—F. M. G.

A. In the city of Washington there
were 23 at the last count. A recent
analysis shows that 75 per cent of all
employers, exclusive of Government,
employ fewer than 8 workers.

Q. Why do birds throw back their
heads when drinking?—J. V.

A. The pigeon is the only bird that
drinks by suction. All others take the
water into their mouths and throw
their heads back in order to swallow.

Sometimes I Wish
If I had never known .

.
. then spring

would be
Only a change of seasons, greening

grass
Spreading across the hills; a budding

tree
Would mean but shade in summer,

leaves that pass.
And May could never hurt my heart

again.
With old remembered magic haunt

a night,
There’d be no memory of a fragrant

lane,
A moon too golden or the stars too

bright,
With you beside me, making spring a

song,
And all the dreams that I had dream-

ed alone
Were yours and mine together, right or

wrong
. . .

Sometimes I wish that I had never
known.

Catherine E. Benf
* /
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