
Iekes' Secret Diary Reveals Backstage Feuding in Early Years of New Deal
! Ickes said, adding: “But I don’t

| take naturally to fighting such
underhand efforts as Morgen-
thau and Hopkins have been put-
ting in to undermine me and
aggrandize themselves. The Pres-
ident certainly has a blind side
so far as Morgenthau is con- j
cerned and Hopkins seems to j
sing a siren song for him.”

Mr. Ickes had just dictated |
that passage, August 31, 1935, he ’
later explained, when word came *
that his wife Anna had been
killed in an automobile accident
in New Mexico. His second wife,

! Jane D. Ickes, writes a preface
to this volume.

In September of that year,
| Tom Corcoran, one of the early
New Deal braintrusters, agreed

jwith Mr. Ickes about the Hop-
kins situation. “Every one seems
to agree,” the diary added, “that
Hopkins is deliberately planning

to discredit and undermine PWA
so that he will have the expendi-
ture of all of the $4 billion. (The

appropriation for work relief.)

. . .
According to members of my

staff, there is an increasing senti-
ment in the country both against'
Hopkins in connection with PWA
and his own program. ... No
one checks or supervises what
he is doing. I am thoroughly !
convinced that he is a lawless
individual bent on building up
a reputation for himself as a
great builder, even at the expense

jof the President and the coun- j
| try. I think he is the greatest j

; threat today to the President’s i
! re-election.”

Mr. Ickes embodied some of
these views in a letter to the
President. It apparently was
ignored at the White House.

A few days later, at Hyde Park,
Mr. Ickes expressed his disap-
proval of Federal aid for a proj-

ect of Mayor Edward J. Kelly

of Chicago to build an airport
at the lake and develop a “Coney j
Island” on the lake front. Mr. |
Ickes didn’t see how the project |
could qualify for PWA or WPA. !

Opposes Project.

“Itold him it would be nothing

short of a crime to permit the
lake front to be desecrated. . . .

I said to him that my family in-
come largely depended on down- j
town real estate (in Chicago) |
which would be benefited by this
project, but that, notwithstand- j
ing this, I was opposed to it. He
said that we might wait and see
what kind of plans Mayor Kelly
submitted. I suspect that the
President made some commit-
ments to Kelly. I also told the
President that any funds given
Kelly would be subject to 20 per

| cent for graft, and he said he
was afraid that was true.”

Early in May, 1936, James A.
Farley, Postmaster General and
Democratic national chairman,
confided in Mr. Ickes that he be-

i lieved Mr. Hopkins was a can-
didate for President in 1940. Mr.
Hopkins was playing with Mayor
Kelly, Mayor Frank Hague of
Jersey City and others who might
control delegates.

“. .
. we speculated as to how

Hopkins had attained his posi-
! tion of influence with the Presi-
dent. I said that word had come
to me that it was through cul-
tivation by Hopkins of Mrs.
Roosevelt and the President’s
mother. Jim said he didn’t know I
about the President’s mother, but;
Hopkins was very close to Mrs.!
Roosevelt.”

In the middle of May Mr.,
Roosevelt publicly spanked his
Secretary of the Interior and
public works administrator at a
cabinet meeting, as the diary ex-
pressed it. Touching on Mr.
Ickes’ forthcoming appearance
before a congressional appro-
priations committee, the Presi-
dent “said that I must not
criticize the program of WPA
and that it would be a criticism
of that program if I should show
to the subcommittee what PWA
had done.” Mr. Ickes inter-
polated in his diary:

“All the other members ap-
peared to be embarrassed, but I
could see Henry Morgenthau
stealing a covert glance at me
from time to time. Doubtless he

! enjoyed the spanking very
much.”

Decides to Resign.

Mr. Ickes then decided to re-
sign—all his offices. He sent for
James Waldo Fawcett, an edi-
torial writer for The Star, whom
he frequently consulted. Togeth-
er they drafted a letter of resig-
nation. In it Mr. Ickes said the
passage of a bill pending in the
Senate, apparently approved by
the administration, would de-

i stroy the Public Works Adminis-
tration, a result which the Pres-wi l

(Continued Prom First Page.) j
in blocking the bill by raising |
fears in the President of a fight
that might have serious political
repercussions.” Mr. Ickes added:
“I do not know whether the
President really believes that the
result would be serious or wheth-
er he is just rationalizing. I do
know that once again he has
broken faith with me. He did it
with respect to soil erosion; he
has done it on other occasions,
and now he has done it in a
manner that affects me very
deeply .

.
.

“I can only regret that my
resignation was not accepted last
week.” (Mr. Ickes had tried to
resign over the asserted scuttling ;
of his public works program, but
had been talked out of it by the
President). “Iwould like to be
m a position to let off a little
steam at the expense of the
Department of Agriculture, and
I would not be averse to telling
how I have been double-crossed
at the White House. Dempsey
(Representative Dempsey, Demo-crat, of New Mexico) talked quite
frankly to me. He said that the
feeling is growing among mem-bers of Congress that the Presi-
dent cannot be relied upon after
he has given his word.”

Mr. Dempsey recalled that
after Senator Huey Long of
Louisiana on the floor of the Sen-
ate had “practically accused the I
President of being a liar,” and ;an unnamed Representative said j
Senator Long ought to be im-
peached, Mr. Dempsey “cau- i
tioned him that an impeach- !
ment meant a trial and that at
8 trial it might not be possible
to prove the case against Long.”
Mr. Ickes went on:

"It is pretty tough when things
like this can be said about the
President of the United States
and when members of his own
official family and of his own
party in Congress feel that his
word cannot be relied upon. It
hurts me to set down such a fact,
but it is a fact, as I have had
occasion to know more than
once. For a long time I refused
to admit even to myself that it
was a fact, but there is no use
fooling myself any longer.”

• Feud With Hopkins.

The diary shows that in the
early years of the New Deal.
Secretary Ickes carried on a i
running feud with Harry L. Hop-
kins. then head of the Works
Progress Administration, later to
direct lend-lease, to be Sec-
retary of Commerce, confidential j
White House adviser and the
man closest to the President.
The trouble was over the respec- j
tlve allocations of funds for the
Works Progress Administration
and Mr. Ickes’ Public Works Ad-
ministration. Mr. Ickes charged
Mr. Hopkins with undermining
PWA at every turn. Mr. Ickes’ I
opinion of the White House fa-
vorite did not improve as time
went on.

In the summer of 1935, Mr.
Ickes remarked.that Mr. Hopkins
apparently “wants no rules that !
will prevent him from grabbing
everything in sight.” In an en-
try about a month later Mr.
Ickes added:

“My own feeling is that Hop-
kins is playing the game of a
desperate gambler. I really feel
that he knows in his heart that j
he can't put over his program
(WPA) and he is becoming more
and more reckless and desperate.
If I am right in this surmise,
great trouble is ahead of the ad-
ministration, and the President

cannot escape involvement.
Hopkins is intolerant and im-
petuous. I never knew any one
more sure of his own judgment.
In effect, he said today that we
must take at their face value all
projects brought in by his organ-
ization.”

In another entry Mr. Ickes
wrote of Mr. Hopkins: "We vote
him money by the carload and
he spends it at his own sweet
pleasure. It is apparent now that
instead of allocating for specific
projects from here he will give
lump sums of money to his local
administrators to spend as they,
see fit. I can see all sorts of
scandals ahead.”

Morgenthau Accused.

Mr. Ickes accused Henry Mor-
genthau, jr.. Secretary of the
Treasury, of joining with Mr.
Hopkins in trying to scuttle j
PWA. which, according to the!
diarist, was held in high esteem
on Capitol Hill because of the
care with which it was admin-
istered.

He didn’t mind working like
a dray horse day and night, Mr.t

ident had indicated he wanted.
He sent the letter to the White

House and was asked to lunch
there. The President came up
with a memorandum In his
handwriting. "PWA is not re-

| pudiated . . . PWA is not ended.
I did not make it impossible for

! you to go before the committee,
j I have not indicated lack of con-

I fldence. I have full confidence in
I you. You and I have the same

i big objective. You are needed to
carry on a big common task.
Resignation not accepted!”

Mr. Ickes stayed on.
The President listened sym-

pathetically when Mr. Ickes sug-
gested $1.5 billion earmarked
for Hopkins’ WPA in the bill be
amended to have it adminis-
tered by the President. Mr.
Roosevelt insisted he wasn’t
going to eliminate PWA. Mr.
Ickes recorded:

“Ipointed out that WPA could
be the biggest joint in our armor
during the coming campaign. I
said, whether justly or unjustly,
Hopkins was being criticized in
all parts of the country, and that
while I had no opinion to ex-
press as to the justice of any of
these criticisms, I did think that
it was not a good time for him
to be thumbing his nose at the
country as he would be doing
if he allowed a bill to go through
that would give Hopkins greater
power and authority than had
ever been given to any one in

, history.”
The bill was passed in a form

that gave the President, not the
WPA head, control over the
huge sum, and Mr. Ickes felt his
face was saved, the taxpayers
also saved.

Discussed Reds.
Mr. ickes recorded a confiden-

tial talk he once had with Secre-
tary of War Dern. “He feels
about Re.d hunting just as I do
and thinks it is absurd to deny

| Communists an opportunity to
I express themselves or to have a
I ticket on the ballot. I believe he
would be as unhappy in a com-
munistic state as I would be. He
feels, as I do, that it is better
to bend somewhat to the wind
than to be torn from the trunk
of the tree and be dashed to the

j ground.

“We discussed the political
situation. He thinks the Presi-
dent is not nearly as strong as
he was, and he deprecates as
much as I do the fact that the
cabinet meetings are such a
waste of time.

... He thinks the
President’s family handicaps
him politically, especially Mrs.
Roosevelt. He has the same opin-
ion of the Secretary of the
Treasury that I have and we
agreed also on the Vice Presi-
dent (Mr. Garner).”

Mr. Ickes several times re-
ported himself infuriated at the
interference of Mrs. Roosevelt
in behalf of PWA projects. Mrs.
Roosevelt “practically took hold
of Reedsville herself, where most
of our mistakes and our greatest
extravagances have occurred.”

He described a dinner in the
President’s private car during a
Western trip, with the whole
family present. Mrs. Roosevelt
“expressed belief in a strict lim-
itation of income, whether
earned or not, and the boys in-
sisted that every man ought to

| have the right to earn as much
as he could.”

Immediately after the election
of 1936, when Mr. Roosevelt was

] swept back into office with the
loss of only two States, Maine
and Vermont, Mr. Ickes was not
sure he would be reappointed to
the cabinet. He explained: “Iam
still of the opinion that I do not
stand in too •Well with Mrs.
Roosevelt, and there are doubt-
less others who would like to see
my head fall in the basket.”

Stayed on In Cabinet.

But he was reappointed, and
he stayed in the cabinet until
after the President’s death and
through a portion of the Truman
administration. Despite his crit-
ical attitude toward Mr. Roose-
velt at times. Mr. Ickes admired
the New Deal President and was
in sympathy with most of his
objectives. Many entries in the
diary make this clear. Mr. Ickes
also said more than once that
he felt the country was more
radical than the administration
and he expressed fear that Mr.
Roosevelt would turn too cpn-
servative.

Once, when an engineer on his
staff showed a letter from Mrs.
Roosevelt urging elimination of
a grade crossing in Jersey City,
he reflected: “It is bad enough
to have the President give orders
or suggestions down the line

.thout reference to the head of

situation standing as it does to-
day. I am *not shedding any
tears, because, as I have set
down on other occasions, I have
not now and I never have had
any ambition to be President.”

Question Again Rises.

But he played with the idea
again when, a few weeks later,
J. David Stern, then a Phila-
delphia publisher, suggested that
Mr. Ickes might be a candidate
in 1940.

(Mr. Farley told the Associ-
ated Press in commenting on the
book that it is ridiculous to think
Mr. Ickes ever had a chance to
be nominated by either party,

j (“That statement is about the
silliest statement that has ever
been made in national politics.
He just never had a chance for
either the Republican or Demo-
cratic nomination for President
or Vice President.

(“Beyond , that I do not care
to comment on this or succeeding
volumes. Mr. Ickes is not alive.
During his lifetime I personally
told him exactly what I thought
of his actions and public utter-
ances and my opinion of him
was well known to the late Pres-
ident Roosevelt, the other mem-
bers of the cabinet and to every
one connected with the Roose-

i velt administration in Washing-
ton.”

Stern Confirms Story.

<Mr. Stern confirmed, how-
ever, that he himself liked Mr.
Ickles as a 1940 Democratic

| possibility.)
In July, ’36, Mr. Ickes said, Mr.

parley told him that the Presi-
) dent’s second son, Elliott Roose-
velt, and Amon Carter of Texas
had urged him to use his influ-
ence to get a certain radio wave-

| length approved for “interests
; that were either Hearst interests
or closely allied therewith.” Mr.
Farley, offered a personal com-
mission of $40,000 for his serv-
ices, refused to have anything to
do with it and said he was op-
posed to the proposal.

Mr. Ickes regarded Marvin H.
Mclntyre, a presidential secre-
tary, as an enemy. The diarist
complained that “Mac” would
•fail to relay messages and would
make appoointments for him
with the President at the worst
possible times. Mr. Ickes’ friends
at the White House were Ste-
phen T. Early, the press secre-
tary, and Marguerite (Missy) Le
Hand, the President’s personal
secretary, and he dealt with
them whenever possible.

Once Mr. Ickes paid tribute
to Mr. Roosevelt’s capacity to
hold liquor, stating that the
President could take any number
of drinks without showing the
slightest effect. Mr. Ickes could
not say the same for certain

the department, but I regard it
as little short of an impertinence
for Mrs. Roosevelt to do it. .

.
.

Soon I will expect Sistie and
Buzzy (the Roosevelt grandchil-
dren) to be issuing orders to
members of my staff. Fortu-
nately they can’t write yet.”

(Mrs. Roosevelt, asked by the
Associated Press for comment on
the book, said she would not
comment on anything Mr. Ickes
wrote.)

This was Mr. Ickes’ comment
on Gen. Mac Arthur, Chief of
Staff in the early ’3os: “Mac-
Arthur is the type of man who
thinks that when he gets to
heaven God will step down from!
the great white throne and bow
him into His vacant seat. . . .”

There is a history of Mr. Ickes’
row with Millard Tydings, then
Senator from Maryland, who
headed a committee investigating
the Virgin Islands, whiqh was
under the Interior Department.
There was an exchange of hot
statements, and the President
told Senator Tydings he would
not have issued the sort of state-
ment Secretary Ickes put out.
As Mr. Tydings smiled expan-
sively Mr. Roosevelt said, rib,
he’d have gone over and punched
him in the nose.

Mr. Ickes’ long and complex j
misunderstanding with Louis R.
Glavis, chief investigator for the
Interior Department, is explained
fully. The Secretary charged
Mr. Glavis with conducting a
sort of Gestapo within the de-
partment and spying on officials.
Mr. Glavis finally resigned.

Eye on White House?
Mr. Ickes was not unmindful j

of the possibility that he might l
become President. The diary
records that in the fall of 1935
Mr. Fawcett called and said many j
persons were disappointed with J
the President. “He agrees with
my point of view.” Mr. Ickes
wrote, “that if Roosevelt should
be defeated by a reactionary the
next movement to the left will
be a radical movement of an ex-
treme sort. This he would avoid
as I would.”

Mr. Fawcett suggested that if i
Mr. Ickes found himself in a i
position to run, presumably as j
a progressive Republican, which
he had always considered him-
self, he would be surprised at
the popular support he would
have. Mr. Ickes explained, when
he recorded this conversation,
that he simply could not con-
ceive of a situation arising where
he would be acceptable to the
Republican Party. The big busi-
ness interests and the money
power wouldn’t stand for that.

“Moreover I told Fawcett that
I desired to see the re-election
of President Roosevelt, condi-
tioned, of course, upon his ad- j
hering to progressive ideas. 11
do feel his re-election is not as-
sured. I have been saying for j
some time now that his deter- ,
mination to go forward with the j
Hopkins program is likely to
cause his defeat. I am realist
enough to know that the best
chance of defeating Roosevelt
would lie in the candidacy of a
man who is nationally known
and who has made a reputation
for careful and painstaking ad- j
ministration along moderately
progressive lines. Some person
like me might fit into the pic-
ture. but I am not the man.”

Nearly a year later, during
the campaign, in which Mr. Ickes
took an active part, he remarked:
“I am really sorry now that I
did not resign a year ago. I had
a good issue then. When I was
approached with the proposition
that if I should resign, there was
a good chance that I might be
nominated for President on the
Republican ticket, I did not take !
it seriously. But one reason I
did not take it seriously was on
account of my loyalty to the
President. I could not see my- j
self resigning from the cabinet j
and then opposing him. I have
never done that sort of thing.
At that time Landon (Gov. Lan-
don of Kansas, the Republican
nominee in 1936) had been barely
mentioned. ... as I see the
thing now, if I had been nomi-
nated, in all probability I could
have won in November, with the
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Senators whom he mentioned in
various entries.

There are many allusions to
the adminstration’s feud with
the Hearst papers and with the
Chicago Tribune, which became
at times a personal feud with
Mr. Ickes.

Mr. Ickes filled many roles dur-
ing the Roosevelt years. Now he
appears posthumously in a new
one, that of the great diarist
of the New Deal, a follower in
the path of Pepys and Boswell.
Allowing for the bias and the
pugnaciousness in which he took
pride, there can be no doubt of
the historical importance of the
vast record he left. (He observed
in the diary that the title “Hon-
est Harold” always made him
squirm. It made him “a target
for sharpshooters.”)

Dairy Unchanged.
Why he wrote the diary and

whether he ever intended it to
be published are not clear. Mrs.
Ickes says he never showed more
than small portions of it to any
one. She accepts responsibility
for its publication, though she
consulted with some of those
prominent in its contents. It was
not changed, though portions
were cut because they were con-
sidered too detailed to interest
any one but historians.

Other parts withheld “will have
to wait until the death of many
livingpersons.” The entire man-
uscript will be deposited with the
Library of Congress.

Looking back over some of
the pages once. Mr. Ickes added
this entry:

“If, in these pages, I have
hurled an insult at any one. let
it be known that such was my
deliberate intent, and I may as
well state flatly now that it will
be useless and a waste of time
to ask me to say that I am
sorry.”

Philadelphia Arrests
250 in 35 Night Clubs

By the Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA, Nov. 28.
Police rounded up 250 persons

in raids at 35 night spots here
last night as the drive to curb
the city’s rising crime rate con-
tinued. Twenty-two of those
questioned and searched were
juveniles

About 100 persons were de-
tained for investigation or
arraignment on charges ranging
from carrying concealed deadly
weapons to possession of bur-
glary tools.

Inspector John Driscoll said
some of the juveniles were found
in drinking places. They were
released in custody of their
parents.
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