
Weather Forecast
Fair and cold tonight, low of 20 in the
city, 14 in suburbs. Tomorrow, cloudy, high
in 40s. (Full report on Page A-2.)

Temperatures Today.
Midnight 30 6 a.m 21 11 am 27

2 a.m—26 8 a.m—22 Noon 30
4 a.m 23 10 a.m 24 1 p.m 34
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Beria Executed
With 6 of Aides
For Treason

Soviet Secret Police
Boss Convicted in »

Five-Day Trial
By »ho Associated Press

MOSCOW, Dec. 24—The So-
viet Union closed the books to-
day on Lavrenti P. Beria. The
government announced that the
long-time boss of the secret po-
lice (MVD) and six of his hench-
men were shot by a firing squad
yesterday after a secret five-day
trial. The Soviet Supreme Court
found them guilty of high trea-
son.

Beria, 54, held the Soviet
Union’s highest honors and had
been elevated to the No. 2 Krem-
lin post of first deputy premier
and interior minister after Josef
Stalin died nine months ago.
Three months later, in June,
Premier Georgi Malenkov’s gov-
ernment arrested him and de-
nounced him as a traitor to the
state and communism.

The execution announcement
today was the first disclosure
that Beria’s trial had been going
on since Friday behind locked
doors.

Konev Heads Tribunal.
The hearing opened two days

after the Soviet press published
indictments against Beria and
announced the names of the six
other defendants. The papers at
the same time started blasting
the seven as the vilest kind of
betrayers and reported that mass
meetings throughout the country
were unanimously calling for
their deaths.

(In past cases of executed
traitors, the bodies have been
cremated and disposed of
without further announce-
ment.)

The eight-man tribunal, un-
der Marshal Ivan S. Konev, a
World War II hero, passed sen-
tence after “the guilt of all the
accused was completely proved
in court by the evidence and
also by oral and written confes-
sions,” the government news-
paper lzvestia said.

The official announcement
said Beria and those who had |
conspired with him tried “to put l
the ministry of internal affairs |
above the party and the govern-
ment for the purpose of seizing
power” and aimed "for restora-
tion of capitalism.”

Traced Back to 1919.
As early as 1919 Beria “occu-

pied the post of secret agent” in
Azerbaijan, acting with groups
“under the control of British in-
telligence organs,” the an-
nouncement said. It added:

“In the following years up to
his arrest, L. P. Beria continued
and extended his secret connec-
tions with foreign intelligence
services.”

After Beria became interior
minister, the announcement con-
tinued, he promoted his group of
plotters in the MVD, tried to sow
hatred between the people of the
Russian republic and other So-
viet groups and sabotaged meas-
ures aimed at raising the na-
tion's living standards. In addi-
tion, it was charged, Beria and
his accomplices “committeed ter-
rorist acts against the people
whom they feared would expose
them.” .

Personal Property Seized.
Personal property of the exe-

cuted men was confiscated and
they were stripped of all mili-
tary titles and awards. These
included Beria’s Order of Lenin
—the Soviet government’s high-
est award—and his military rank
of marshal of the Soviet Union.
This was the highest possible
rank below Stalin.

Shot along with Beria were
Usevolod Merkulov, minister of
state control: V. G. Dekanazov,
secret police chief in Stalin’s
and Beria’s home state of
Georgia: D. Z. Kobulov, ex-dep-
uty minister of internal affairs;
S. A. Goglidze. internal affairs
chief of the Soviet Far East;
P. Y. Meshik, internal affairs
minister in the Ukrains, and
L. E. Vlodzimirsky, internal af-
fairs investigations chief.

Beria had been in police work
ever since the Bolsheviks came
to pdwer. In the early days he
was a powerful figure in the
Transcaucasus, which includes
the republics of Azerbaijan, Ar-
menia and Georgia. He was
made a full member of the
Communist Party Politburo after
World War 11.

French Forces Smash Trap
HANOI, Indo-China, Dec. 24

(^P). —The French high command
announced today that French
and Vietnamese troops had
beaten off a big ambush by
Communist-led Vietminh troops
in the southeastern part of the
Red River delta, killing 196 reb-
els and capturing 145.

Star Phone Service
Today and Tomorrow

Today—Main switchboard service
to (ST. 3-5000) various deportments
of The Star including News, Classified
Advertising, Circulation and Business
Counter ends at 9 p.m. Deadline for
Sunday Wont Ads also 9 p.m.

Tomorrow Classified Advertising
Department closes at 1 p.m. (Only
Death Notices accepted.) Business
Counter and Circulation Department
close at 6 p.m. Main telephone switch-
board service ends at 9 p.m.

Night service telephone numbers
as follows: News Dept., ST. 3-5078*
Detail Dept., ST. 3-5079.

By the Associated Press

MAPLE PARK. HI., Dec. 24.
Search for the missing money
from a shower of $26,000 in bills
of $5. $lO and S2O denominations
which fell on this small town
ended yesterday with most of
the money recovered.

All but SB9O of the $26,000 has
been turned over to Mrs. Mary
Cofey, Maple Park postmistress.

A mailsack containing the
money for the town’s bank was
thrown off a westbound North-
western Railway train on Tues-
day. A fastening strap came
loose as the sack was drawn back
under the train and the bills
tumbled out onto the tracks.

Post office employes, watching
for the arrival of the sack.

$26,000 Scatters Like Snow,
But Only SB9O Melts Away

started to pick up the currency
but they scrambled to safety as
the eastbound streamliner City
of San Francisco appeared. The
streamliner sped through the
air amid the blowing snowflakes.

The money landed on side-
walks, porches, window sills,
roofs, in the streets, in snow cov-
ered lots and cornfields. More
than 100 of the town’s 433 resi-
dents helped gather up the bills.
Postal authorities assigned
searchers and after a thorough
canvass of the area more than
$25,000 was recovered. Postal of-
ficials- believe some of the bills
caught onto the eastbound train
and clung to it into Chicago or
were dropped along the 50-mile
route.

Eisenhower Supports Dulles
InProdding France on EDC

White House Statement Quickly Follows
Election of Rene Coty as President

By John M. Hightower
Associated Press Staff Writer

President Eisenhower has
gravely told France that the
United States will reappraise its
basic European policies unless
the proposed European Defense
Community, providing for Ger-
man rearmament, is set up soon.

The President expressed this
view in a statement late yester-
day as the third move in an
extraordinary campaign directed
by Secretary of State Dulles to
carry the EDC issue directly to
the French people and win their
support.

v
* Gen. Eisenhower acted little
more than an hour after the
French parliament, on the 13th
ballot, elected Senator Rene
Coty to be the new president of
the French Republic.

Thus the first important
foreign policy step of the Ameri-
can Government following Mr.
Coty’s emergence as a figure on
the world stage was a sharp re-
minder that the United States is
counting on EDC to provide
peace and security for Western
Europe.

Coty’s Stand Uncertain.
EDC is a proposed six-nation

army, to include a united com-
mand and in one uniform troops
from France, West Germany,
Italy, Belgium, the Netherlands
and Luxembourg. Originally
proposed by France, it has been
stymied by inaction of the
French parliament. The reason
usually cited is French fear of a
rearmed Germany.

At the time of his election,
Mr. Coty’s position on EDC was
not publicly known. The 71-
year-old lawyer, an independent
Republican by party, has been
interested primarily in consti-
tutional matters. He is de-
scribed as favoring a revision of
the present constitution under
which France has changed gov-
ernments so often in recent
years.

The presidency, however, is by
law a figurehead job and theo-
retically Mr. Coty’s attitude
toward EDC might not have too
much bearing. Obviously,

; though, he is in position to ex-

Dulles Says U. S.
WillControl Okinawa
For Indefinite Period

By Garnett D. Horner
Secretary of State Dulles

served notice today that the
United States will keep control
of Okinawa and other strategic
islands taken from Japan after
World War II “for the forseeable
future.”

Mr. Dulles emphasized this in
a statement announcing conclu-
sion in Tokyo of arrangements
for returning to Japan the
Amatni Oshima group of the
Ryukyu Islands.

Agitate for Return.

Since plans for giving back to
the Japanese this small group of
the Ryukyus closest to Japan
were made known last summer,

i there has been some agitation
in Japan for return of the re-
mainder of the Ryukyu and
Bonin Islands.

Okinawa is the main island of
the Ryukyu chain where the
United States maintains Air
Force and other bases considered
a major link in the chain of
Pacific defenses between Japan
and the Philippines.

Declaring that Okinawa and
the other remaining former Jap-
anese islands under American
control since World War II“con-
stitute an essential link in the
strategic defense of the whole
Pacific area,” Mr. Dulles said
“the United States intends to
remain as custodian of these is-
lands for the forseeable future.”

May Consider Others.
He indicated that if and when

conditions of “threat and ten-
sion” in the Far East are re-
placed by “genuine stability and
confidence.” the United States
might consider returning the
other islands to Japan.

The Japanese peace treaty
gave the United States full con-
trol of the Ryukyu and Bonin
Islands pending a possible Amer-
ican proposal to place the islands
under the United Nations trus-
teeship system. No such move
in the U. N. is contemplated now.

ercise considerable influence
both through personal prestige
and guiding the formation of
new governments—a task he will
tackle for the first time immedi-
ately after he takes office Jan-
uary 17.

President Eisenhower sent this
message of congratulation to the
new president:

“Please accept my congratula-
tions upon your election to the
presidency of the French Re-
public. I am confident that,
during your term in office,
France, true to her tradition,
will provide inspiration and
leadership to our common efforts
to advance the cause of peace,
well-being and human dignity
for the peoples of the world.”

United States officials thought
the presidential balloting went on
so long as to harm France’s pres-
tige as a world power. They
were glad when it ended, but
fearful that the deep political
divisions demonstrated by a
week of balloting will mean se-
rious trouble in the organiza-

tion of a new government to suc-
ceed that of Premier Joseph
Laniel. Mr. Laniel will resign
when Mr. Coty takes over from
President Vincent Auriol.

The United States has been
pressing for 18 months to win
French acceptance of EDC. Re-
cently the campaign clearly has
taken a new turn:

Prodded by Dulles.
In Paris early last week. Sec-

retary Dulles told the North At-
lantic Treaty Organization coun-
cil that EDC would have to be
set up—that West German forces
would have to be rearmed under
it—or that the United States
would be forced to reappraise its
policies.

On Tuesday, the secretary de-
voted nearly all of an address
to the National Press Club here
to arguments for EDC and grave
words about a weakening of
Europe s defenses unless it was
approved. He said alternatives
were “feeble” but sketched them
as ranging from creation of a
West German national army
(which France has bitterly op-
pose^) to withdrawal of Ameri-
can troops from Germany if
German forces cannot partici-
pate in their own defense.

Yesterday, Gen. Eisenhower
threw the weight of his prestige
behind the pressure campaign
his foreign policy chief has been
waging. Following is the text
of the President’s statement:

Eisenhower’s Statement.
"At today’s meeting of the

National Security Council, the
President received with satisfac-
tion the report on NATO made
by Mr. Dulles, Mr. Humphrey,
Treasury Secretary; Mr. Wilson.
Defense Secretary, and Mr. Stas-
sen, foreign operations adminis-
trator, who attended the min-
isterial council meeting in Paris.
They reported that NATO is
functioning efficiently, and is
continuing to develop the
strength and cohesion needed to
provide security on a long-term
collective basis.

“The President was informed
concerning the prospects of
bringing into being the European
Defense, Community, a matter
which has long been of deep
concern to him. He considers
this the only practical proposal
for ending permanently the re-
current strife between France
and Germany* provoked twice
in our generation by German
militarism, and of creating a
solid core at the center of the
NATO structure.

“The President shares the
view which has been expressed
to the Council by Secretary
Dulles, that failure soon to con-
summate the EDC would con-
front the United States with the
necessity of reappraising its
basic policies as regards Europe.

“The President also was in-
formed of the operations of the
European coal and steel com-
munity, which has already
brought together, in limited
unity, the six nations which are
prospective members of the
European defense and political
communities.

“He was encouraged that the
coal and steel community is
now in effective operation and
reaffirms his hope that ways
might be found to enable the
United States to assist, on a
loan basis, in modernizing and
developing the natural resources
within the jurisdiction of this
community, in accordance with
his letter of June 15 to the
Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee and the House Foreign
Affairs Committee.”

i i
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Pope Appeals
For Creation of
Europe Union

Says It Would End
Differences in Living
Levels and Output

By th« Associated Press

VATICAN CITY, Dec. 24.
Pope Pius XII called today for a
continental union of the Euro-
pean peoples to eliminate dif-

ferences in standards of living

and production.
The pontiff made his appeal

in his 15th annual Christmas

Textual Excerpts From Pope's Christ-
mas Broadcast. Page A-5

message to the world, in which
he warned that contemporary
man is being blinded by the
mechanical perfection* of his
age.

Declaring that the time “seems
mature” for the idea of Euro-
pean union to “become a re-
ality,” the Pope said:

“Hence we exhort to action
first and foremost Christian
statesmen, deeming it sufficient
to recall to them that Chris-
tianity always considered its
task to promote every sort of
peaceful union between nations.”

A strong encouragement to
such a union, he continued, is
the “manifest failure of the
contrary policy.”

Broadcast Around Globe.
The Pope spoke in reply to

Christmas .greetings brought to
him by the College of Cardinals.
His words were carried around
the globe by the Vatican radio
over an international hookup.
During the next two days the
radio will broadcast translations
of the speech in 24 languages,
including Russian and Chinese.

Referring to man’s preoccupa-
tion with technology, the Pope
said: “Around the radiant circle
of the Redeemer there remain
zones of darkness and men go
around with their eyes closed to
the heavenly light.”

The Pontiff warned against
j “excessive and sometimes ex-

! elusive esteem for what is called
i “progress in technology.”

“This dream,” he continued,
“was first cherished as the
omnipotent myth and dispenser

of happiness.”
But the Pope declared: “Ithas

finally imposed itself on the
minds of men as the final end
of man and of life, substituting
itself therefore for every kind
of religious and spiritual ideal.”

Blinded to God’s Work.
Undue exaltation of technical

progress, the Pontiff declared,
has blinded men’s intelligence to-
ward God’s work.

“Still more today,” he con-
tinued. “the supernatural world
and the redemption, which is
above all natural things and was
accomplished by Jesus Christ,
remain wrapped in total ob-
scurity for those men who walk
in darkness.”

The Pope made it clear, how-
ever. that his words were not in-
tended as a condemnation of
technical progress itself. “The
church,” he said, “loves and
favors human progress.”

But he added: "technological
progress comes from God and so
it can and ought to lead to God.”

The believer in God, the Pope
said, “feels himself drawn to
adore the giver of those good
things which he admires and
uses. ... He will even find it
natural to place beside the gold,
frankincense and n./rrh, offered
by the magi to ttK infant God,
also the modern conquests of
technology.”

As in all his past Christmas
messages, the Pontiff appealed
for peace in the world. But he
warned that "no materialism
was ever an apt means to estab-
lish peace. For peace is above
all an attitude of the mind, and
only secondarily a harmonious
equilibrium of external forces.”

He warned that unless tech-
nological thinking were kept
"within right bounds, the hu-
man and Christian concept of
work necessarily becomes dis-
tored” and men “come to con-
sider leisure time as an end in
itself instead of using it as rea-
sonable nest and recreation.”

The effect of the technological
spirit on work was even more
evident, the Pope continued,
“when Sunday loses its unique
dignity as the day devoted to
worship of God

... or when
professional work becomes so de-
pendent on and subordinate to
the efficiency of the machine and
of tools of labor that the worker
is rapidly exhausted.”

The Pope spoke for 35 min-
utes, concluding with a special
thought for the poor and op-
pressed and for those persecuted
for their loyalty to the Catholic
church—an indirect reference to
his flock in Communist-domi-
nated lands.

New Zealand Train
Crashes Into River

By tho Associoted Press

AUCKLAND, New Zealand,
Friday, Dec. 25.—A train run-
ning between Wellington and
Auckland was reported to have
crashed into a river early this
Christmas morning and many
casualties are feared.

Prime Minister Sidney Hol-
land was told of the accident at
1 a.m. and immediately left here
by car on the 250-mUe journey
to the scene.

Christmas in Church
With the true spirit of Christmas,

Washington throngs to church for spe-

cial services. A schedule of church serv-
ices throughout the city is on

Page A-4.
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White House Staff Gets Prints
Os Newest Eisenhower Painting

Colored Copies of Lincoln Portrait
Given to 561 Household Members

City. Heads Indorse
Compromise Figures
On Teacher Pay Rise

Will Inform Congress
District Lacks Funds
For $1.4 Million Boost

The District Commissioners
today agreed that public school
teachers here should get a pay
raise, but they also decided to
tell Congress that the city lacks
sufficient funds for the increase.

In all but one respect the city
heads adopted a compromise set
of pay scales arrived at yester-
day by the General Administra-
tion Department and the Board
of Education. The school board
originally had proposed pay
boosts that would have totaled
$3 million. General Administra-
tion Director Schuyler Lowe and
his aides held that the boosts
should come to only $1 million.
The compromise figure adopted
today by the commissioners is
$1,450,000.

Balk on One Point.
The one point at which the

city heads balked was the rec-
ommended salary increase for
the superintendant of schools.
Conferees yesterday concluded
that the top school administra-

; tion post is entitled to a pay
| raise from the present $14,000
to $17,500. Under the original

| proposal the school board would
! have the option of raising this
figure to $20,000 if they choose.

At the suggestion of Commis-
sioner Samuel Spencer today,
however, the superintendent's
salary would be pegged at $15,-
000. Mr. Spencer, Engineer Com-
missioner Louis W. Prentiss and
Commissioner Renah F. Cama-
lier agreed that anything over
$15,000 would be “way out of
line” with the pay of other de-
partment heads, to say nothing
of the $13,800 maximum salary 1
of the Commissioners them-
selves.

The latest recommendation i
on teachers’ pay plus a notation
that the city lacks funds to pay
it. will be forwarded to the i
school board and then trans-
mitted to Congress.

Congress last summer ordered
the Commissioners to report by
January 4 on the necessity and

(See TEACHERS, Page A-3.)

9 Pet. Drop in Pig Crop
Sends Price Soaring

By *h» Associated Press

CHICAGO, Dec. 24. Hogs
soared to a new December high
since 1947 hr an active market
today. It was the second straight
day of sharply higher prices fol-
lowing an Agriculture Depart-
ment report the autumn pig
crop fell 9 per cent under a year
ago.

Light weight offerings were
most wanted, gaining 50 cents to
as much as SI.OO a hundred
pounds. The $27.00 hog reap-
peared when that price was paid
for a small lot. This was equal
to the rop price paid for prime
steers, which usually command a
much higher price than hogs.

Hogs sold at $27.00 and above
for a few days in July this year.

President Eisenhower’s Christ-
mas gift to White House em-
ployes today was a colored print
of a Lincoln portrait he has just
completed.

The President and Mrs. Eisen-
hower stood in front of a spar-
kling tree in the East Room to
say “Merry Christmas” to 561
members of the presidential
household, each of whom re-
ceived the copy
of the portrait inclosed in a
white folder carrying the Presi-
dent’s Seal.

Gen. Eisenhower used as a
model for the *painting a pho-
tograph by Alexander Gardner,
for which Lincoln posed Novem-
ber 15, 1863. midway in the Civil
War. The Gardner photograph
is in the White House collection
along with the new Eisenhower
portrait, which is signed “by
Dwight D. Eisenhower—Christ-
mas, 1953.”

At the head of the White
House staffers who greeted the
President and the First Lady
was Jules A. Rodier, who left the
White House in July, 1949, after
49 years’ service in the commu-
nication office.

Mr. Rodier, now 82, told Gen.
Eisenhower that he was the 14th
President with whom he has
shaken hands.

As a youngster, Mr. Rodier
was brought to the White House
by his father, Philburt L. Rodier,
chief of the old Treasury Print-
ing office, to greet President Gar-
field in 1881 and he has met
every President since.

Before greeting the staff mem-
bers, Gen, Eisenhower stopped
by the White House press room
to shake hands with reporters
and photographers and say he
hoped they would have a fine
Christmas.

Soviet Aide Barred From Trip
To Bethlehem Holy Places

By the Associated Press

JERUSALEM. Dec. 24. A
Russian diplomat tried to join
the Christmas pilgrimage of
Christian Arabs to Bethlehem
today but Jordanian authorities
turned him back at the Mandel-
baum Gate checkpoint.

The first of 2,000 Arabs with
Israeli passes for a Christmas
visit to the scene of the nativity
and the Christian holy places in
Jordan appeared at the gate
separating Israeli and Jordanian
Jerusalem at dawn. Sixty blind
and crippled Arab Christians,
citizens of Israel, accompanied
by Catholic Sisters of Mercy,
were the first to cross.

Jacob Maidenek, first secretary
of the Soviet legation, turned up
at the battle-scarred crossing
point about 9:30 a.m. Mr. Mai-
denek had asked permission to
enter Jordan with the pilgrims,
although there are no diplomatic
relations between the Soviet Un-
ion and Jordan.

Dr. Abraham Biran, Israeli
district commissionei for Jeru-
salem, sent word though to Jor-
danian Arab Legion l troops sta-
tioned at the gate of Maidenek’s
wish Minutes later a limousine
carried Anwar Nashishibi of the
Jordanian Foreign Office through
the concrete tank obstacles in
the square.

A brief conference followed in
the street. Mr. Biran told Mr
Nashishibi of the Russian diplo-
mat’s wish to visit Jordan in
the column of pilgrims. The Jor-

Yachtsman Uses
Own Body to Plug
Leak in Launch

By tho Associated Pros*

SAN DIEGO. Calif., Dec. 24.
—Three yachtsmen reached port
safely yesterday after one of
them plugged a leak in a dam-
aged motor launch with his own
body for almost seven hours.

The three men, C. E. Holland,
Conrad Devine and James My-
ers, all of the Los Angeles area,
were bound for Mexico to spend
Christmas when a gas tank ex-
ploded in the forehold of their j
75-ton motor sailer.

They swung an 18-foot motor j
launch over the side, but high 1
winds and seas sent it crashing
against the hull of the larger
craft. One of the planks of
the launch was smashed.

Mr Holland said he wedged
his body into the damaged sec-
tion to prevent flooding and
stayed in that position until
they made port.

The motor sailer, the Con-
tender, sank. Mr. Holland said
it was built in Germany in 1905
as a racing yawl for Kaiser Wil-
helm’s grandson.

I dan answer was quick and nega-
j tive.

“No, can’t do it,” said Mrv
Nashishibi. There was no pro-
longed discussion. Somebody
said “maybe next year,” and one
of the men in the Soviet party
echoed “maybe next year.”

The Soviet Union and Israel
only recently resumed relations.
The Soviet Union has opposed
Jordan’s entrance to the United
Nations.

Pilgrims moved in a steady
stream through the Israeli
checkpoint throughout the morn-
ing. While the ostensible pur-
pose of the scheme is to permit
Christians in Israel to visit the
birthplace of Christ at Bethle-
hem and attend Christmas serv-
ices. it was assumed many
Christian Arabs were using the
opportunity to visit relatives in
Jordan.

Some pilgrims were destined
for disappointment. Jordanian
authorities crossed 150 names
off the list approved by Israeli
authorities.

Two French Catholic priests
also were denied entry.

80 Tons of Yule Cargo
Flown by AF to Korea

By tho Associated Press

TOKYO, Dec. 24. United
States Air Force planes carried
a record 80 tons of Christmas
packages and mall to Korea to-
day.

The Air Force used four giant
C-124 Globemasters and other
planes of the 374th Troop Car-
rier Wing.

All-Clear for Santa at Pole
NORTH POLE. Dec. 24 UP).— j

It was clear and cold here on
the day before Christmas—the
time for Santa Claus to load up
his cargo. The United States
Air Force, which sends weather
observation planes over the pole,
said the temperature was 33 de-
grees below zero, the skies clear.

Policeman Sleuths as He Shops
After $595 Gifts Are Stolen

Police Pvt. Robert L. Reavis
of the 13th precinct, to avoid
the crowds, did his Christmas
shopping early.

But today he was battling the
crowds, doing his shopping all
over again and at the same time
looking for a thief.

While Pvt. Reavis was at work
in the 13th precinct yesterday
watching out for crime there,
a thief broke into his home at
5053 Just street N.E.—in the
14th precinct— and stole $595 :

worth of Christmas presents
from an upstairs closet.

The thief stole toys, watches,
a fur coat, costume jewelry and
electrical appliances—gifts in-
tended for his wife, his three
daughters, 13, 11 and 6, and
friends.

Pvt. Reavis requested, and re-
ceived, permission from Capt.
Otto P. Fuss of the 13th precinct
to change from the day shift to
the evening shift today, so he
could look for the thief and do
some Christmas shopping.

5 CENTS

Cold Christmas
Faces District;

-

Services Set
Eisenhower to Give
Broadcast Tonight;
Goes South Tomorrow

Christmas Eve. when strang-
ers slow down long enough to
exchange cheery greetings even
in scurrying Washington, moved
in with its traditional spirit
today.

It won’t be a white one, but
it will be cold enough—3s de-
grees today, down to 14 in the
suburbs tonight and back to
the middle 40s tomorrow.

For reverence, the day and
the night will have church serv-
ices throughout the city and
a message of peace and good-
will from the White House.
President Eisenhower’s four-
minute message will go out over
three television and radio net-
works at 5:09 p.m„ and will be
re-broadcast from the Voice of
America in 34 languages.

For love of fellow-man. the
day and the night will have
thousand-fold thoughts and
gifts for the needy and under-
privileged.

| For cheery spirit in all the
! h°Uy and mistletoe tradition it
will have gay parties and fire-
side family gatherings.

For the homesick it will pack
trains, planes, buses and private
cars. Transportation reserva-
tions have been booked for days.

U. S. Employes’ Holiday.
Government and District em-

ployes had a half-holiday, butmany picked up a half day from
annual leave and surged out of
town this morning.

Accurate figures were not
available from Government
offices, but estimates of the
number who took the morning
off ran as high as 40 per cent—-
that figure at the Government
Printing Office.

The General Services Admin-
istration said about 30 per centwere on leave today. This in-
cluded those on vacation.

Parking space, usually at *

' Premium, went begging on lota
at Government buildings this

| morning. Trafficwas lower than
the usual rush-hour volume.

I Buses and streetcars were only
’ about half-filled.

Traffic Below Normal.
I The Capital Transit Co. said
i riding on its behicles was “very

. light.” Deputy Chief John J.
I Agnew, in charge of traffic for
i the Police Department, said

tiaffic was about 30 per cent
below normal this morning.

The American Automobile As-
sociation, reporting almost rec-
ord-like requests for travel in-
formation, also had a good word
about road conditions in general.
Light snow may be on the roads
northeast of New York. Buffaloexpected snow squalls and Cleve-
land has already had them, but
highways in all directions are
open.

For the last-minute shopper—-
and there were thousands of us
—it meant the final jostle
through crowds for the finalgrab for a gift.

At the Christmas - decked
White House. President Eisen-hower will light the NationalCommunity Christmas tree—*35-foot living spruce with 1,700
sparkling ornaments and 1,000
red and green lights.

Around the first family’s own
jtree in the living quarters of
j jLhe . Executive Mansion, the

| President, Mrs. Eisenhower and
J her mother, Mrs. John S. Doud.planned to unwrap their gifts

Normally, they wait until
. Christmas Day, but by 9 a.m

tomorrow they’ll be flying to
Augusta, Ga„ for a reunion with

i Maj. John Eisenhower and his
family.

Post Office Is Busiest.
The President plans to remain

at his cottage at the Augusta
'National Golf Club until after
New Year’s Day, working on
January messages to Congress
and playing a little golf.

In the White House “back
yard” a platform is up for the
tree-lighting ceremony, featur-
ing the United States Marine
Band and National Press Club
Chorus.

Os all the holiday hum of
activity—from the White House
to the home-bound traveler and
last-minute shopper, none sur-
passed the Post Office where
scores of extra employes worked
the mail.

Washington Church
Music for Holidays

CANDLELIGHT SERVICES-Chriit-
mas cantatas and carols will ba
heard in most Washington area
churches tonight and tomorrow. Tha
Star's music editor, Alice Erersman,
publishes her annual program in the
churches of all denominations on paga
A-4.

IMPROVES WITH AGE-A Christ-
mas card in Omaha has been carrying
its holiday message between two
friands tor 21 years. Read about it
in Life in the U. S. on page A-3.
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