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The Passing Show

Rumpled 'Pajama Tops'
Sort of Litter the Shubert

BY JAY CARMODY
' Pajama Tops'’ at the Shubert is precisely what one would

expect of a thing called "Pajama Tops.”

This would be a poor, withered crone of a joke about sex, the
husks of long-dead burlesque routines which desperate creatures
sometimes repackage under the label French farce and peddle to
equally desperate seekers of di-* * •

version.
That Diana Barrymore is as-

sociated with this one does noth-
ing to mask its pathos as so-

called live entertainment. It has
been a bad year for actresses
seeking work in respectably writ-
ten plays. How bad only those
who have been trapped in a
theater with “Pajama Tops” will
ever know.

Jean de Letrax is credited with
the original authorship of “Pa-
jama Tops,” known in its native
Paris by the equally tactless
title, “Moumou.” If M. Letrax
should turn up some day at
Devil’s Island, Hollywood could
make another, and better, farce
out of what happens to drama-
tists who dare thus to degrade
the fun the French find in
amour.

The approach of Miss Barry-
more and her associates to “Pa-
jama Tops” is that it is work, of
a kind. It gives them a place
like the Shubert to report for
duty. There, under the jaded
eyes of whoever happens to be
in the audience, they can pre-
tend to be sex maniacs at a
Deauville beach house. It is as
far from interesting work as hu-
man beings are ever likely to
find themselves, but there it is.

Like any other play, this one
has dialogue, to wit:

He: What you need is a long
ride on a bicycle.

She: And waste all that mo-
tion.

This talk, a rather perfect
specimen of M. Letrax in trans-
lation, grows out of what courses
in playwriting refer to as "the
situation.”

The situation in “Pajama
Tops” is one of indescribable
confusion. It is a tangle of in-
fidelities which an equal num-

ber of walruses would find just
a little too uninspired to bother
with, although the performers
here are durable enough to stick
with them for the entire three
acts.

Miss Barrymore, to the faint
credit of the name, does not
appear to have any noticeable
acute taste for what she is up to
in her iatest .vehicle. She plays
a somewhat battered French
playgirl who is being juggled by
three swains who might not
mind being alone with her but
are despeiately uneasy to en-
counter her in the play's single
set. a crowded living room.

The part is one she conceives
to be Mae Westian, but she is
obviously lacking in Miss West's
maturity in it. The voice and
movements she occasionally man-
ages, but these are surface imi-

•PAJAMA TOPS.” b farce in three
acts by Mawby Green and Ed Feilbert.
adapted from the French of Jean de
Letrax. produced bv H Clay Blaney and

, Rex Carlton, directed by Leonard Alto-
bell. with setting by Louis Kennel. At

5 the Shubert.
1 The Cast

Claudine Rita Ebenhart
Inspector Legrand Leopold Badia

! Yvonne Chauvinet Brook Byron
,i Georges Chauvinet.- Robert Wilcox
k Leonard Jollloli -__

Kurt Richards
l Brbette Latouche . Diana Barrymore

Jacques A1 Henderson

! tations and lacking in the true
. heartiness.

j Among the star’s associates
. are such others as Robert Wil-

-5 i cox, Brook Byron, Kurt Rich-
j | aids and A1 Henderson, but they

. I too cannot avoid the suggestion

[ that if anything else turned up,
, well.

, The credits attribute the di-
rection of “Pajama Tops” to a

. : man named Leonard Altobell
, | who can be sure no one will re-

; i member him except possibly the
¦ performers. The costumes are

ghastly enough that Louis Ken-
I nel should take the blame for

them His living room set, with
, I just a bit more effort, might have
I achieved mere dullness.

** * *

AND NEXT: A more promising
touring attraction is listed for
the Shubert for two weeks start-!

! ing April 11. This is the Cheryl
Crawford production of Roald
Dahl's comedy, VThe Honeys." j
with a cast that includes Jessica
Tandy. Hume Cronyn, and
Dorothy Stlckney.

Mr. Dahl, much better known
for his macabrely witty short fic-
tion, much of which has ap-
peared in “The New Yorker,” has
written his first play in “The
Honeys.” Its theme is homicide,

j but not the dreary sort which
obsesses less inspired writers than
Mr. Dahl.

Hume Cronyn has taken over
the direction of “The Honeys.”
succeeding Reginald Denham who
piloted the comedy through its
New Haven engagement.

** * *

ADDENDA: Opening today at
the Columbia: “Chief Crazy
Horse,” starring Victor Mature. .

. . And tomorrow the Playhouse
comes up with its Easter offering,
“The Glass Slipper,” the Lili-like j
successor to Star Leslie Caron's i
first big triumph. ... “The Little
Kidnappers" may have left the
MacArthur after seven weeks,
but it refuses to disappear.

...
It

will get an eighth week, possibly
more, at the Colony starting
Friday, pushing back the open-
ing date of “Bellissima.” with
Anna Magnani. . . . “An Inspec-

¦; tor Calls” will hold a second week
at the MacArthur.

Hollywood
'Bus Stop 7 Stardom

Offered to Marilyn

—By Sheilah Graham-
HOLLYWOOD.

Marilyn Monroe has been of-
fered the lead in “Bus Stop” by

20th Century-Fox. They are pre-
pared to shake hands and bury

the hatchet if she will return.
Her agents are telling Marilyn
that she should accept.

Liberace is back in Hollywood
after his lay-up in a New York
hospital. But Sonja Henie re-
mains in the East until Thurs-
day. She will portray “Christ-
mas” in Mike Todd’s spectacle
of holidays at the benefit pre- j
mier of the circus in New York
Wednesday night. . . . Wendel! j
Corey flew into town to cele- j
brate his mother’s birthday with
her, and then planed right out
again Wendell called to say he’d
be back April 13 to start work
on “The Big Knife.”

** * *

Olivia de Havilland exploded
In the French license bureau
over their rules and almost called
off the marriage. . . . Bob Hope
got back here in a hurry from
Washington for his MC job at
the Academy Awards Wednes-
day night. Nice to know a man
is handling the affair this year.
.

. . Bob will be pleased that his
protegee. Line Renaud, is a big
hit at the Cocoanut Grove.

Ilona Massey is heading for
Mexico to shed her mate, while
Martha Rave is said to be on
her way to Las Vegas for the
same reason. . . . Gregory Peck
has to wear dark glasses—the
flashes from the diamond he
gave Veronica Passani are so-o-o
strong.

Bobo Rockefeller is going J
quietly crazy avoiding French i
escorts who try to contact Irel-
and her $6 million. . . . The
youngsters—and quite' a few
adults—are howling at the too- j
soon repeating of Walt’s “Dis- i
neyland” series on TV. . . . Over- ;
heard: Joan Crawford saying j
wistfully, “Iwould like to marry !
a good man.” ... Bette Davis
has a set of false bangs that
20th Century-Fox made up for
her if she cares to go out o’
evenings while doing “Sir Wal-
ter Raleigh.”

*** *

The natives ain’t seen nuttin’
Wait till Anne Baxter descends
on Christmas Island in the
South Pacific for a month this
summer with her latest-style
lingerie.

Tony Martin, with his gold
heart awards in the safe, leaves
lor the Chez Paris in Chicago
April 8. . . . Bruce Cabot hasn’t
been heard from regarding the
court order of $450 a month for
the support of his child with
Francesca de Scaffa. The lady’s
lawyer is trying to jail him, long
distance—Bruce is in Rome—-
for contempt of court.

Jack Webb's 10-year deal with
NBC certainly Insures the ali-

mony payment for life of $24,-
000 a year to Julie London.

There is no starting date set
for Mario Lanza’s “Serenade”
at Warners. The script is still
being rewritten. It's one of the
hardest themes in the world to
make acoeptable—a young man
who is supported by an older
woman. Part of Mario’s deal for
the New Frontier in Las Vegas
is that he can bring his wife,
fbur children and two nurses to
stay at the hotel—on the hotel—-
throughout his engagement there.
Simple reason is that Mario is
homeless after having left the
mansion he rented in Palm
Springs.

(Released by NANA.)

Where and When
Current Theater Attractions

And Time of Showing
Stage

National “The Seven Year
Itch’’; 8:30 p.m.

Shubert “Pajama Tops”;
8:30 p.m.

Arena—“The World of Sholom
Aleichem"; 8:30 p.m.

Lisner “Cry of Freedom”;
8:30 p.m.

Screen
Ambassador “The Ameri-

cano”; f:3O, 3:30, 5:30, 7:30 and
9-35 p.m

Capitol “Man Without a
Star”; 11:30 a.m., 1:35, 3:40, 5:45,
7 50 and 9:50 p.m.

Colony—“Anna”: 8:10 p.m.
Columbia “Chief Crazy

Horse”: 11:45 am., 1:45, 3:45.
5:45. 7:40 and 9:40 p.m.

Dupont—“ Gate of Hell': 11:30
am., 1:35, 3:35. 5:40, 7:45 and

‘9:50 p.m.
Keith's “The Long Gray

Line”; 11:20 a.m., 2:05, 4:50,
7T5 and 9:45 p.m.

Little—A Night With Charlie
Cnaplin”; 1. 3:30, 5:40, 8 and
10:20 p.m.

MacArthur “An Inspector
Calls”; 6:35. 8:10 and 9:50 p.m.

Metropolitan “The Ameri-
cano”: 11 15 am., 1, 2:45, 4:30,
6:15. 8 and 9:50 p.m.

Ontario “The Bridges of
Toko-Ri”; 1, 2:25, 5:10, 7:25 and
9:40 p.m.

Palace “Untamed”: 10:45
am., 1 3:10, 5:25, 7:40 and
9:55 p.m.

Playhouse—’Aida”: 11 a.m.,
12:55, 2:55, 4:55 and 8:10 p.m.
"The Glass Slipper”: 6:35 and
9 50 p.m.

Plaza—" Tonight's the Night”;
12-20, 2:15, 4:10. 6:05, 8 and 10
p.m.

Trans-Lux "The Country
Girl”; 10:45 a.m.. 12:30, 2:25,
4:20, 6:15, 8:15 and 10:15 p.m.

Warner—“ This Is Cinerama";
8:30 p.m.
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GARBO AGAIN—The screen’s long-idle first lady, pictured
here with Robert Taylor as Armand Deval, will be seen at the
Ontario in ‘‘Camille," one of her greatest films, starting
April 7.

Festival Play
In Lisner Bow

The patriotism in “Cry of
Freedom,” which opened a
week’s run last night in Lisner
Auditorium, is strong and cor-
rect.

Most of Its other aspects are
not.

The strongest lines in the play

are the “Give Me Liberty or
Give Me Death” speech by Patr
rick Henry, the central charac-
ter. When James Ward, playing

the part, is not speaking Henry's

own words he is left with cliches
that did not get to be cliches
on the basis of their original
power.

Most of the love scenes with
Jeanne Marie Monk, as his wife,
are banal. An attempt is made
to build up a drama of love ver-
sus duty. This never comes off.
The first clash of love and duty
turns out not to be such at all,
since Henry thought he had
obeyed both. The second, and
the final one we see, is resolved
in about three lines of dialogue,
spoken chiefly by other persons,

while Henry has his back to the
audience. The most gxpressive
back suffers from a pre-Revolu-
tionary costume. Mrs. Henry,
who we are told, is dying
throughout the play, is a lively
and vivacious heroine until she
takes to her death bed in the
third act.

Henry’s enemies come out
better at the hands of Play-

wrights Robert J. Clark and Ben
Hlnden. Chief of these, and the
best character in the show, is
the Royal Virginia Governor,
played by Edward Taney. Edgar
Ford as Edmund Pendleton and
George Stauch as Cavanaugh

| are effective. ’
The sets are semistylized

usually unfortunate, and always

I take much too long to change.
' This dead time adds to the

j length of the play, which was
I still going after three hours last
l night.

| Before, during and probably
! after the show, Frank Farrelly

1 sings “The Ballad of Patrick
i Henry,” which sounds familiar
and is a straight-forward enough

; account of the proceedings. Mr.
Farrelly sings it well.

If you were enthralled by
| “Faith of Our Fathers." you
might find “Cry of Freedom”
good—if it has been tightened
up unmercifully since last night.

—F. S., Jr.

Junior at CU Wirfs
Aircraft Award

Bill Schuettc, 20, of 112 Graf-
I ton strfcet, Chevy Chase, Md., a

| junior at Catholic University

| and a member of the Air Force
j ROTC, has won the Republic

i Aircraft award at an oratorical
| contest sponsored by the Arnold
| Air Society, held recently at
S Catholic University,

j The award was a silver iden-
! tification bracelet. The presen-
tation was made by Lt. Col. Jo-
seph S. Magrath, jr., professor
of air science.
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