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Wife Indicted in Whip-Beating
Os Lawyer Before His Death

ELIZABETH, N. J., Mar. 31
(£>).—A prominent widow was

under Indictment today on
charges that she beat her hus-
band with a riding crop several
hours before he died in what po-

lice called an apparent suicide.
The indictment, returned yes-

terday by a Union County grand

jury, accused Mrs. Lucille
Schroeder, 51, of Summit, of
atrocious assault and battery.

Her husband, George Baker
Schroder. 50, a lawyer, was found
dead in his bed January 19. At
the time, County Physician i
George Hoerre said the cause of
death was an overdose of a
barbiturate.

Mr Schroeder had returned
from a 34-day stay in a hospital,
where hf recuperated from in-
juries suffered in a fall.

Mr Schroeder was a former j
member of the legal staff of the
Prudential Insurance Co. of
America, and was, associated with
the New York law firm of Sher-
man, Stirling & Wright.

It was just 12 hours before
Mr. Schroeder died that his wife
—a former professional dancer-
beat him the back with
the riding crop. County Prose-
cutor H. Russell Morss. jr., said
the indictment contains no
charge that the beating was di-
rectly involved in the lawyer's

death.
Mrs. Schroeder, when her

husband died, said she believed
he was the victim of foul play
and urged a full police investiga-
tion. She was not available for
comment on the indictment last
night.

Prosecutor Morss said that
during the argument Mrs.
Schroeder seized the riding
crop, which belonged to their
son, G. Baker Schroeder IH, a

i national riding champion.
Mrs. Schroeder is the former

! Lucille Mahaffey of Leaven-
worth, Kans. She was married
to Mr. Schroeder in 1933. For |
10 years she danced profession-
ally as Lucille Lee.
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'Bugs' Lei Snoopers
Hear Through Walls,
Wiretap Probe Told

By the Associated Press

Electronic “bugging” had
members of the House Judiciary

Committee bug-eyed yesterday.

“Bugging” is wiretapper jargon

for evesdropping on supposedly
private conversations by hidden
microphones or similar device.

What popped the eyes of com-
mittee members currently In-
vestigating wiretapping was
testimony that snoopers now can
hear through brick walls, over

electric light wires, or in many

other ways.

“What’s apparently going on
certainly poses some new prob-
lems on the question of outlaw-
ing wiretapping.” Representative

Keating, Republican, of New
York, told newsmen.

“Takes a Little Study”

“When they can go right
through a building and find out

: what’s being said inside, no one

is very safe. It offers an entirely

new concept of wiretapping. This
is going to take a little study.”

How to listen in uninvited was¦ explained to the committee yes-
terday by Bernard Spindel, 33-
year-old licensed private detec-
tive from New York City.

Mr. Spindel, former consultant
to the New York City Anti-Crime
Committee, said he himself had
developed some of the methods
which he acknowledged have
"frightening implications.”

He testified there is now a
remote control device that can
pick up and record telephone
conversations from 50 feet away

Taps Distant Phones
This gadget can also be used

as a remote tap on a wire miles
away, and “even though the
phone is hung up, we can hear
what is going on in the room,”
he said.

He described another device, a
"line transmitter,” that is no

I bigger than a folder of matches
and which can transmit conver-
sations over electric light wires.

Mr. Spindel said all you do is
hook it up to any electrical fix-
ture in a room, and plug in at
the other end.

Representative Fine, Democrat,
of New York interrupted at one
point to inquire: “How are you
listed in the telephone book?”

“I don’t own a telephone,” said
Mr. Spindel.

' Congress Unit Urges
: | AF to Push Work on
tj Atom-Driven Plane 1

By the Associated Press

s A Senate-House Atomic Energy

i subcommittee has urged top Air
Force officials to apply “addi-

t tional effort” to develop a nu-

l clear-powered plane.

Representative Price. Dem-
ocrat, of Illinois, the subcommit- j
tee chairman, said the group was
told yesterday work on the plane

1 program “is going forward at
ij high speed” and “has one of the
highest priorities in the Air
Force.”

| “The Air Force and Defense
Department representatives
agreed to expedite their program
in every way possible,” Mr. Price
said.

The Representative declined to
comment on how soon a success-
ful nuclear-powered aircraft
might be achieved. Representa-
tive Durham, Democrat, of North
Carolina, another subcommittee
member, has predicted it might
be flying in five years.

Secretary of the AirForce Har-
old Talbott and Gen. Nathan
Twining, Air Force Chief of |
Staff, headed the group which

I met behind closed doors with the
subcommittee.

“Ibelieve it Is fair to say that
the subcommittee urged the Air
Force to consider again whether
additional effort could not be ap-

< plied effectively to the end that
this Nation might have a nu-
clear-powered aircraft in its
arsenal for the protection of
freedom,” Mr. Price said.

“Nuclear-propelled aircraft, we
were told .has one of the highest
priorities in the Air Force, and

| Gen. Twining outlined the great

i military advantages such a mili-
tary vehicle would have.

“He particularly emphasized
the unlimited range of the nu-
clear aiicraft, and said that in
addition the logistic support of
forward bases and refueling in

j the air would be minimized by its
availability.”

Sports Goods Sales Rise
NEW YORK. Sports-goods

stores in the United States sold
$494 million worth of merchan-
dise in 1954, about 2 per cent
more than the year before.
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