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The Passing Show

'Unchained' a Prison Film j
With New Star and Plot

,
BY JAY CARMODY

Warner Brothers, who have a fixation on prison pictures, come
op with a different one In “Unchained.” which opened yesterday
at the Metropolitan Theater.
& It is really the work of Hall Bartlett, the who made“Navajo,” who produces independently and then turns over his

(fens tow studio for distribution.
In “Unchainedßartlett p».
aents here not merely an off-
beat script but an even more
startling leading man.

This would be Elroy (Crazy-
legs) Hirsch, a renowned fellow
on college and pro-football grid-
irons, who seems intelligently
to have decided actors last longer
than halfbacks. Hirsch. who
looks like a piece of sculpture,
but is obviously vastly more ani-
mated, turns in a solid perfor-
mance. It is nothing, of course.,
to give Marlon Brando the Jitters
about his future but it does sug-
gest that Hirsch may have one
himself as a screen actor.

**# *

Chino, the unwalled prison in
California, is both the subject
and the setting of "Unchained.”
It is the creation of Kenyon J.
ficudder, himself a former prison
inmate. Chino is natural film
material if Wily to compensate
moviegoers for the years they
have spent "in stir” with what
seem like generations of James
Cagneys, Edward G. Robinsons
And Ida Luplnos.

Actually, there are much
sounder dramatic reasons for
telling the story on the screen
for it represents a humane ven-
ture into the correction of crim-
inals that is bearing striking
results. Producer Bartlett, who
also directed and wrote “Un-
chained,” may be excessive in
his enthusiasm for such an ex-
periment but he makes much of
his picture reasonably convinc-
ing.

-*** a
The documentary technique,

naturally, is the one employed
in the Met’s picture, in which
Hirsch plays a one-time offender

\ who is not, but might become,
an habitual criminal. He has
landed in Chino by taking the
law into his own hands to'beat
up an employe, and he is not at
all happy to find the law taking
him into its hands.

His one deep purpose is to
escape and Chino is made to
order for that, as he cases its
unwalled expanse of shops and

Where and When
Current Theater Attractions

And Time of Showing
Stage

National “The Seven Year
Itch”; 6 and 8:30 pm.

Shubert "Pajama Tops”;
I and 0:30 pm.

Arena—"The World of Sholom
Aleichem”; 8:30 pm.

Llsner "Cry of Freedom”;
< 8:30 pm.

Screen
Ambassador—" Unchained”; 1,

4:10, 7:30 and 10:30 pm.
Capitol—“Hit the Deck”; 11

am., 1:05, 3:15, 5:25, 7:35 and
8:45 pm.

_

Colony—“The little Kidnap-
pers”; 8, 8:10 and 8:56 pm.

Columbia "Chief Crazy
Horse”; 11:45 am., 1:45, 3:45,
8:45, 7:40 and 9:40 pm.

Dupont—“ Gate of Hell”; 11:30
am., 1:35, 3:35, 5:40, 7:45 and
9:50 pm.

Keith’s “The Long Gray
Line”; 11:45 am., 2:25, 5:10,
7:50 and 10:20 p.m.

Little—“The Vanishing Prai-
rie”; 1:30. 3:10, 4:50, 6:30. 8:10
and 9:50 pm.

Mac Arthur “An Inspector

Calls”; 6:35, 8:10 and 9:50 pm.
Metropolitan “Unchained”;

12:45, 3:50, 7 and 10:15 pm.
Ontario—“She Couldn’t Say

No”; 1:45, 3:40, 5:40, 7:40 and
9:45 pm.

Palace—“ Captain Lightfoot”:

11:30 am., 1:35, 3:40, 5:45, 7:45
and 9:50 pm.

Playhouse—" The Glass Slip-
per”; 10:40 am.. 12:30, 2:20,
4:10, 6, 7:55, 9:45 and 11:35 pm.

Plata—“Tonight’s the Night”;
12, 1:50, 3:40, 5:25, 7:10, 8:55
and 10:40 pm.

Trans-Lux “The Country
Girlv’; 10:45 am., 12:30, 2:25,
4:20. 6:15. 8:15 and 10:15 pm.

Warner—" This Is Cinerama”;
1 and 8:30 pm.
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fields. He is to discover, how-
ever. what Chino sets out to
teach its inmates, that the in-
dividual's responsibility to his
fellow men, even convicts, is a
wall stronger than stone.

The principal weakness of
“Unchained,” is that in spite of
all efforts to avoid it, the stress
falls upon the message it'has
to relate. Its Inmates are sym-
bols, Hirscb’a man the one too
ready to defend himself against
fancied injustice; the Negro in-
mate who is Chino’s most
eloquent spokesman; the former
band pianist whose anti-social
attitude needs breaking down;
the inevitable bully who jeopar-
dizes the good conduct records of
each of his fellow prisoners.

It is an admirable, if losing
fight. Bartlett and his players
put up against this peril to all
such pictures. Os the latter,
those achieving best results id
this direction, in addition to
Hirsch, are Todd Duncan as the
persuasive Negro inmate; John
Qualen as the chicken-hearted
stooge of the bully; Johnny
Johnston as the bitter piano
player; and Chester Morris as
Kenyon J, Scudder, the prison
warden.

Incidentally, the script makes
provision for a prisoner’s lament
song by Duncan which he turns
into an affecting bit.

“Unchained” is filmed in
simple black and white and it
is rather agreeable to set eyes 1
on it again. i
,*** * y

ADDENDA: Roald Dahl’s “The <

Honeys,” which comes to the
Shubert for a fortnight begin- *
ning April 11. will be the 10th ,
and last play of the Theater .
Guild’s 1954-55 subscription j
series. ... It brings one of the ,
season’s brightest casts, headed j
by Dorothy Stickney, Jessica j
Tandy and Hume Cronyn
“Hit the Deck” at the Capitol is ,
today’s sole new picture open- (
ing . . . "This Is Cinerama” is
having its usual holiday period ,
field day. what with the city ]
packed with cherry, blossom fes- i
tival visitors.

Echo of the past: “The St. ,
Patrick’s Players.” famous in the 3
20s under the late Father Fran- j
els Hurney, turn up again.

. . , j
They will provide the floor shew ,
entertainment at a dance to be I
held April 22 at the Raleigh ,
Hotel for the benefit of the St.
Patrick’s alumnae group scholar-
ship fund. . . . That will be the t
20th annual Easter Egg hunt ,
which Theaterman Sidney Lust j
and the Prince Georges Kiwanls ]
Club sponsor on April IIat Hy- ,
attsville’s Magruder Park. . . . ,
It is an all-day affair and has -
attracted as many as 15,000 chil-
dren Tryouts for “The Druid
Circle” will be held tomorrow
afternoon by the Unitarian Play-
ers. .., The time is 3 p.m., with
another audition session set for
7:30 pjn. Sunday.,. . . Candi-
dates should apply at Pierce Hall,
15th and Harvard streets.
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COLLECTS ITS OSCAR—“Qate of Hell" starring Machiko Kyo and Kazuo Hasegawa, pictured
here, toon its expected Academy Award as the best foreign film of 1954. The film, in its sixth
week at the Dupont Theater, also won the Cannes festival grand prize last spring.
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Hollywood
Cambridge Relents
On 'the Wild One' '

By Sheilah Graham 11 ¦

publicity for "Tobacco Road” in
which she was starring in Paris,
was the objective. Then, of
course, Martine married Steve
Crane and came to Hollywood,
but failed. However, watch her
smoke now!

*** *

Cesar Romero, after his fine
performance with Judy Holliday
on Sunday dedicating the new
NBC color studio, was approached
by a gentleman from Dallas

i and asked to sing Ezio Pinza’s
role in “South Bpcific" at the
Dallas State Fair this summer.
And here I’d been thinking Cesar
was a dancer, not a singer.

(Released by NANA.)

[SHUBERT—Tonight 8:30 1

(NANABARRYMORE
(w iwnaNiia

mmm
im

Ifcb Hoy Idol bcM 4
Kecked Saris

FEI.-SAT. 2 P»rf. 7-9:JO PM.

— -

HOLLYWOOD.
I hear from Paris that Jean

Pierre Aumont is going “steady”
with Dora Pellegrin, and they

will wed when her divorce be-
comes final.

The university city of Cam-
bridge has relented about Mar-
lon Brando’s “The Wild One,”
and will start showing it April
24. And, where Cambridge
leads, Columbia Studio hopes
the rest of the country will fol-
low. . . . Judy Garland is a big
hit in England, by the way, in
“A Star Is Born.” They like it
even better there than here in
the United States.

Spencer Tracy wanted to
watch Katharine Hepburh re-
hearse at the Old Vic in London,
but said he couldn’t get in. add-
ing, "these Shakespeare people
are too snooty.” . . . Still in
London—Bessie Love, who used
to make thousands a week in
Hollywood, is working as a bit
player at the London Ealing
Studios, and sometimes as a
script girl.

** * *

James Mason couldn't afford,
to win the Oscar. “We made too
many bets with all our close
friends that he wouldn’t,” re-
lays wife Pam . . . And 8-year-
old Porty Mason turned down a
role at Universal-International
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because she thought it was too
old for her.

Terry Moore and Marilyn
Monroe, classmates at Elia Ka-
zan’s school of acting in New
York City, have the male stu-
dents fighting to carry their
books from school to night

clubs. . . . Spotted Robert Stack
and Rosemary Bowe holding
hands behind a salad bowl while
lunching in the 20th-Fox Case.
I think this romance is heading

for a walk down the aisle.
Darryl Zanuck and Spyros

Skouras have decided, after see-
ing Martine Carol in her French
film, "Lola Montes,” that she
should remain brunette in the
five movies she -will make for
20th Century-Fox. Martine re-
ceived world-wide attention by
jumping into the Seine sup-
posedly on a suicide attempt be-
cause of love for French Actor
Georges Marchal. In reality,
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