
IWas a Slave Laborer

Soviet Work Camps Found 'Who's Who 1

Os Red World; Many Americans Held
verely working in the mines.

(The State Department said
; yesterday that William T.

i Marchuk of Breckinridge, Pa„
• was released at the same time
• as Mr. Noble, and that Wil-
i liam A. Verdine of Starks.

La„ was freed about a week
later. It reported both Pvt.

! Marchuk and Pvt. Verdine are
, still in the hands of the mili-

. tary. Both were said to have
been AWOL and Verdine

. served a “light”sentence,
i (The department said Roy

; Linder, also known as Row-
land Lindell. is not an Amer-
ican. He once gave an address
in care of the Foreign Office

i at Ottawa. An inquiry there,
the department said, brought a

j reply that he is a Swede, who
{ trained in Canada.

(A soldier named Homer Cox
of Oklahoma City, and an

; j American traveler named Le-
land Towers of San Francisco,
were released together in De-
cember, 1953. The State De-

j partment said Mr. Cox. sub-
I sequently died of injuries

suffered in an automobile
; accident in California.)

In Camp No. 10. where I lived
in 1953-54. there was a William
Vlasilefsky, a Russian-born pris-
oner who claims to be an Amer-
ican citizen. He says his family
is still living in Seattle. Accord-
ing to him, he was in the United
States Army and then went to
China in the 1930’s and started
a business. In 1949, he says, the
Chinese Reds called him to

; Peiping, where he was arrested
and sent to the Soviet as a slave
laborer.

There are definitely other
Americans still in Russia as
slaves. From a Yugoslav who
talked with them, I learned that
eight American flyers whose
plane was shot down over the
Baltic Sea were imprisoned not
far from Vorkuta. They told the
Yugoslav they were afraid they
would never be released because
the Russians had officially re-
ported them dead. The Reds
said there had been no survivors.

PWs Shipped to Camps

From other prisoners I heard
some startling news. Laborers
coming to Vorkuta from camps
in Taischet and Irkurst in Soviet
Asia, Omsk in Siberia, and Maga-
dan in the Far East told me
there were American Gls and
officers and South Korean sol-
diers working as slave laborers

BY JOHN H. NOBLE
In collaboration with Martin L. Oroaa

NEW YORK, April B.—Soviet
slave camps are sometimes
thought to be reserved for the
enemies of communism, but the
prisoner complement of Vorkuta
read more like a “Who’s Who”
of the Communist world.

The former first secretary of
the Communist Party of Estonia,

Sixth in a Series

who had labored to turn his
country over to the Russians, was
handing out food in Mine No. 29.
There were a number of former
deputy ministers of East Ger-
many and the satellite countries
and regional leaders of the Com-
munist Party of Russia itself.

In my Camp No. 3 was impris-

oned a Soviet diplomat, Gurey-
vich, who had been recalled from
Paris shortly after World War n
and arrested as he got off the
plane in Moscow. We also had a
colleague of Trotsky’s who had
been in Soviet prisons for 19
years; a former professor at the
University of Leningrad; and
Dmitri Respalo, an .active mem-
ber of the Young Communist
League from the University of
Kiev who had been arrested for
“agitation.” *

One of our brigadiers (the
prisoner in charge of 15 men)

was a man named Politayev, a
former commisar and politruk,
or political officer, in the Red
army. Like dozens of other for-
mer high Red army officers, he
was sentenced to 15 years just
because be had allowed himself
to be captured by the Nazis.

There were many disillusioned
East Germans who once thought
Communism was a good idea,
and even two Spanish Commu-
nists who had helped expedite
war materials from Odessa to
the Spanish Loyalists during
Spain's Civil War. They stayed
on in Russia after Franco won
and were arrested by the MVD.

Virtual 'League of Nations
Most of the Communists were

of course disillusioned with what
they consider the Kremlin’s per-
version of Marxism, but a few
of the Red Army men, for ex-
ample, have remained loyal to
the regime. They had the best
Jobs in camp and some acted
as MVD informers.

Not every one at Vorkuta was
a former Red. We were a poly-
glot army of slave laborers from
every walk of life and almost
every country in the world. In
my camp there were Poles who
had served with the Allies in
General Anders’ Army during
World War 11, and hundreds
of Lithuanians, Latvians, and
Estonians who had resisted the
forced deportation of millions
of their people. Hundreds of
thousands of Russians, they told
us, have been moved into the
small Baltic countries.

There were 10 Greeks who had
been taken prisoner by the
Communists during their Cfvil
War and hundreds of Ukrain-
ians who fought for indepen-
dence in the “Bandera" Army
against both the Nazis anrf
the Coomunists during World
War H.

Hundreds of Germans
There were hundreds of Ger-

mans, both Communist and
Nazis, and some ex-SS troopers.
We had representation from
France in one prisoner named
Rene Feret. an Englishman
named Chapman (in Camp No.
10 > and Eve Robinson, an Eng-
lish woman.

We had prisoners from Iraq,
Italy, Mongolia, China, Czecho-
slovakia, and later, two North
Koreans accused of disloyalty
to their regime.

One of my barracks mates
was a young Hungarian student,
Janus Forkash. He had been
arrested for allegedly “spreading
Colorado bugs” and causing a
bad potato crop in Hungary.
Another fellow slave laborer, a
Latvian named Gustas. had
been a student at the Univer-
sity of Riga. He often visited
Moscow with various sports
groups and he told me that a
good part of the Russian Olym-
pic teams are made up of ath-
letes from the occupied Baltic
countries.

Other Americans
I was the only American

prisoner in Camp No. 3. After
I was there a while, though, I
heard about other Americans

* in Vorkuta—Cox, Towers, Pvt.
Marchuk and Pvt. Verdine, and
a Roy Linder, who claims to
have been an officer in the
American Air Force in West
Berlin. Linder has since been
released and the last I heard
he was working as a “free”
laborer in the city of Vorkuta.
Pvt. William Verdine of Starks,
La., since released, suffered se-
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jin their camps. They had been
taken prisoner by the Reds dur-
ing the Korean War and shipped

’to the Soviet.
I also heard that an American

engineer, seized while working
for the Reds in Vladivostok, Is
still in prison in Moscow. Ac-
cordii® to Vorkuta prisoners
who came up from Moscow,
Stalin’s son, Lt. Gen. Vassily
Stalin, is now in Lubianka

i Prison.
A number of my fellow-pris-

oners were clergymen—Catholic
priests from Lithuania. Protes-
tant ministers from Latvia and
Germany, and Russian Orthodox
priests who were allowed to keep

their long beards. The practice
of religion was prohibited at
Vorkuta. Mere possession of a

Bible was a serious crime, but
services were held, in defiance of
the Reds. Some sects held cere-
monies down in the mines where
the MVD agents were afraid to
go. The Baptists all sat to-
gether and prayed during the
evening meal. When a guard
came over, they said they were
just talking.

On my free days, I sometimes
attended Protestant services giv-

en by a Latvian minister in a
barracks. When a lone MVD
guard came in, he generally
ignored us and walked out. If
there were two guards, however,
they had to make a fuss, and
perhaps arrest someone. A
Lithuanian priest in our camp,
Shivokas, was given a two-month
sentence in the camp prison a

1 number of times, but he always

resumed services when he came
back.

“Blatnoi” Feared
Ninety-five per cent of Vor-

kuta’s inmates were political
prisoners. The rest were the
“blatnoi,” the hardened crimi-
nals—the most hated and feared
men in the camp. They had an

unwritten agreement with the
MVD. In return for keeping us
political prisoners in line, the
blatnoi were given certain privi-
leges.

The blatnoi were lifelong So-
viet criminals, many of whom
had started life as Besprisorni—-
the wild vagrant children who
are common In Russia. Their
backs were coveral with vulgar
and grotesque tatfos.

The blatnoi either stole what
they wanted from us or simply
demanded we surrender any-
thing they admired. It wasn’t
wise to refuse. Those who came
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soul, m Isaw him in Camp No. S.
They brought me food in the
camp hospital when I was sick,
and gave me extra clothes and
other favors for which I’llalways
be grateful.

(Copyright. less, by North American
Newspaper Alliance. Inc.)

Sunday: I speak with the
“free” people.

Guard Call Seen
In Phone Strike

ATLANTA, April 8 OP) .—Gov. :
James E. Folsom may be asked
to call out the Alabama National
Guard to prevent further vio-
lence in the 26-day-old strike of
Southern Bell Telephone Co.
employes.

Sheriff Holt A. McDowell ’ofi
Jefferson County (Birmingham)
said he might make the request

after a new outbreak of violence
last night.

Birmingham Police Chief G.
L. Pattie reported a .22-caliber
bullet shattered a fourth-floor
window of a Birmingham tele-
phone exchange while a jeering
crowd of about 500 milled about j
the structure.

Twenty policemen and two
companies of firemen rushed to
the scene and the crowd grad-
ually left. Eggs were hurled at
the officers.

Fifty-seven Jefferson County
Sheriff's deputies and policemen
guarded a Southern Bell ware-
house at Bessemer. Ala., after
threats to blockade its ap-
proaches.

The Alabama violence devel-
oped after court crackdowns on
several officials of the Commu-
nications Workers of America
(CIO), the firing of five more
striking workers and additional
cable cutting and shooting inci-1
dents in the nine-state area.

Into the blatnoi’* disfavor were
sometimes beaten, but more
often murdered.

When the blatnoi played cards
(prohibited to us), we knew
bloodshed was coming. The man
who lost the game was assigned

the task of killing a marked
slave laborer. One prisoner who
refused to give up a good pair

of shoes was found dead In the
snow On the average there was
one murder a week In my camp.

Sees 2 Cooks Killed
j Once Iwatched open-mouthed

i while they killed two cooks in
my barracks who had refused

I them extra rations. Two blatnoi
, j walked in, threw jackets over the

heads of the sleeping cooks and
, stabbed them more than 20

times. One tried to get up and j
! run, but fell dead beside his•

: i bunk: Afterward, the killers sim-
| ply confessed to the MVD guard

I and were given a month or two
; in the camp prison. ,

I I Officially, the blatnoi were also
i slave laborers, but they would!

kill anyone in their ranks who
, so much as picked up a shovel.
, They spent their time in the

barracks eating, playing cards
and cursing. They came down to
the mines only to sharpen their
home-made knives. During the
first two years they were the
only prisoners who ever had the
company of women. With the
connivance of the MVD, they
could visit the “free” women

i workers, some of whom were
prostitutes.

The blatnoi were only popular
when one of them killed a pris-
oner who had turned MVD in-
former. Those blatnoi who be-
came too tough for even the
MVD to handle were shipped to
the Arctic Ocean island of No-
vaya Zemlya, from which there
is no return.

Treated With Deference
I soon realized that I needed

friends and allies in this jungle
atmosphere. As the only Ameri-
can in the camp, I was the sub-
ject of tremendous curiosity and
awe. I was always treated with
a certain deference by the otherj
men. The blatnoi never touched
me. The other prisoners, most of ;
whom had somehow heard of our
country’s wealth, pumped me!
with questions about America, i
Life in the United States was i
something these tortured people
could hardly imagine.

Later, as I made friends, i
i especially with two Ukrainians

from the Bandera army and a
Russian from Smolensk, they
began to believe the stories I
told them about workers with
six-room houses and cars. From
them Ilearned to speak Russian
fluently. Over the years I grew
to respect the average Russian
with his generous, good-natured
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