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Mr. Allen Brings Off
A Drug Documentary

BY HARRY MacARTHUR
Since Steve Allen’s ears were

soundly boxed here a few weeks
ago when he presented what he
contended was a documentary i
on “Tonight,” it would be unfair 1
indeed to hide the news that
that first one wasn’t habit-form- ,
lng. Mr. Allen could do better.
It was thought at the time or ft
wouldn't have been brought up.
He did a great deal better in his
latest venture into the more
serious aspects of life on his

11:30 p.m.-l a.m. NBC-TV show.
This was a look at our nar-I

eotics problem, which took over

a lengthy concluding segment of
“Tonight” on Monday, or yester-
day morning to be precise about
'it. It was a documentary with!
something to say and as Mr.

Allen got his message across it
held interest from beginning to

end.
He sort of sneaked into it. At

any rate this viewer's attention
wrsn’t particularly close until
the camera began to pan across
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the materiel of the drug addict’s j
curse—the white powder, the eye
dropper, the syringe, the spoon, i
even the matches used in the j
heating process. Then Mr. Allen
got quickly down to business.

** * *

He brought on a doctor close
to the appalling narcotics prob-

lem in the United States and
with the questions to get the
right answers established its
true enormity. Our narcotics
problem is vastly more serious
than that of other countries,
the doctor said, because it is

treated here as a criminal rather
than a medical matter. This
means there are enormous profits

In it for the degraded criminals
who create addicts to sell their
wares.

Mr. Allen had some strong

words about narcotics pushers.
They were not new ones, but
they can always bear repeating.

Then he turned to a pair of
young men whose addiction had
been arrested through the help

of Narcotics Anonymous. Their
identity-hiding hoods and cloaks
added a dramatic touch as the
Allen Interviews drove home the
point that there, but for the
grace of God, might go you. It
was all thoroughly effective.

There is a place for this sort
of thing, all right, in a late night

television show that is otherwise
light entertainment—when it is ;
used in proper proportion and
done well. This one, incidentally,

came along unannounced at

least no warnings were sounded
in this direction—which proba-
bly is a good idea, too. When
you announce something serious
of this sort you wind up deliver-
ing your message to those who
don’t need it, trying, that is, to

convert a set of devout believers.
Anyhow, Mr. Allen has now

made full restitution for that
painful account of his Sunday

afternoon at the gun battle.
** * *

AND ALMOST TRUE Piec-
ing together the evidence from
here and there it seems safe
to guess that television's largest

. sigh of relief in several months
was heaved at 11 p.m. Monday
by Franklin Schaffner. Director
Schaffner may have been joined
by Felix Jackson, “Studio One”
producer, and others on the
premises.

Their project on the CBS-TV
drama hour was “Passage at
Arms,” by Irving Elman. It was
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a documentary -cum - dramatic-
license based on the experiences
of Lydia and Zabrodsky,
now safely out of Communist-
dominated Czechoslovakia after!
a hair-raising time of it.

It was, let it be said quickly
here, a thoroughly exciting

television show, a melodrama
charged with sinister evil and
suspense. It opened with Oleg
already out of the country and
Lydia, the girl he had to leave
behind, in the clutches of the
authorities, forced to make noises
like a Communist until escape
could be arranged. Considerable
apprehension over her fate was
aroused before Radio Free Eu-
rope and an American willing to
marry her into freedom, got her
out of the country.

* * * *.

A great deal of the drama’s
success must be credited to
Maria Riva and Rooert Sterling,

who played Lydia and her Amer-
ican savior. Theirs must have
been considerably more than the
normally hectic preparation for
an hour-long TV drama.

Louis Jourdan and Raimonda
Orseili originally were announced
for the roles by CBS. Then, in
the middle of last week, Anne
Jeffreys revealed to this corner
that her husband (Mr. Sterling)

had been hastily summoned to
take over for Mr. Jourdan. That
was all that was heard from
“Passage at Arms” until Monday
night when it came up on the
screen. Somewhere along the
line, and obviously without too
much rehearsal time. Miss Riva
had replaced Miss Orseili.

Miss Riva and Mr. Sterling
may shudder with fright when
they think back to this one, but
they can remember it with sat-
isfaction. It came into the liv-
ing rooms as a smoothly-exe-

cuted drama.
*OOO

INVITATION? A telegram

arrived yesterday advising that
Lucille Ball and Desi Arnaz were
flinging a party last night. Its
purpose was “to express their
gratitude to those members of
the press who have honored
their television show throughout

! the past years.”
“To those of you who find it

impossible geographically to at-
tend, we express our regrets,” the
wire continued. Regrets, indeed!
I know a phony invitation when
I see one. Even in 1955 you have
to let a man in Washington

know before 10 a.m. if you really

want him to attend a party that
night in Beverly Hills.

Even so, their program will
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! Whether you’re building
or remodeling you’ll
find we have all the ma-
terials you’ll need ... at
reasonable prices.
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be honored here when "The
Sunday Lucy Show,” repeats of
the first “I Love Lucy” series,
starts next week on WTOP-TV
(6 p.m.>. It will be honored by
abstinence from repetition of the
original opinion rendered here,
in a report suggesting that this
couldn’t possibly last.

Alexandrian Gets
Four-Year Term

George Day, 54, colored, of
the 300 block North Henry street,
Alexandria, was sentenced yes-
terday to four years in the State
Penitentiary for housebreaking.

Day was accused of breaking

into the office of Willgoos &

Chase, architects, 300 Montgom-
ery street, last November.

Also sentenced in Alexandria
Corporation Court was Milton
Stephens, 36, colored, of the 300

block North Patrick street. He
received a four-year term on a

felonious assault charge for cut-
ting three people with a knife.
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¦SPRING REPLACEMENT' FOR MARK EVANS
Pat Priest, 18-year-old veteran of Washington television, is
appearing this week and next on “This Morning With Mark
Evans,” filling in not for Mark but for vacationing Angela
Bayer. Miss Priest, now attending Marjorie Webster
Junior College, is majoring in speech and hopes to make
a career of television. The Mark Evans show is seen
Monday through Friday from 9:30 to 10 a.m. over WTOP-
TV.

British Exports Climb
LONDON. British exports

reached a record value of £2,-
774,000,000 (*7,767,200,000) in
1954, exceeding the 1953 total by

. 3’i per cent. Imports increased
only 1 per cent during the year.
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MARRIAGE
LICENSE

APPLICATIONS
Under D. C. law couples must

apply for a marriage license on

one day, wait three full days

and receive the license on the
fifth day. Sundays and holi-
days are counted the same as
other days.

John Rachel. 18, 8218 Minn. ave. e.e.
and Martha Neely. 18. 2027 Slat
pl. ».e.

David Louder. 30. and Louise Keys. 38.
both of 2340 Q st. s.e.

James Streater. 48. 852 52nd st. n.e. and
Martha Hayes. 20. 74 I st. s.w.

James Ford. 40. 1432 Cedar st. s.e. and
Ellen Twyman. 28. 1810 Miss. ave. s.e.

William Lansinaer. 21. 1511 Foxhall rd.
n.w and Mary Trilling. 18. 6425
Galena pl n.w.

James PaUin. 22. and Zelma Keene. 22,
both of 3309 6th st. s e.

Wilfred Dixon. 63. and Adeline McCanna,
•7 both of 1207 E. Capitol st. s.e.Philip r .av!n. 36. Ryettsville. Md. end
Owenneth Gomersali. 34. 1109 18th
st. n.w.

Lewis Anderson. 23. Bomervllle, Tenn.
and Ruth Whallnx. 25. 308 2nd at. s.e.

Charles Boyer. 42. and Dorothy Oeaehaer.
36. both of Philadelphia, l'a.

Edward Oesterhold. jr.. 21. Fredericks-
burg Va.. and Lily Baker. 20, 121
17th et. s.e.

George Smith. 21. 462 P it n.w. and
Adele Milline. 23. 023'i 2nd et. s.w.

Robert Jones. 23. 3207 Warder st. n.w.
and Sylvia Parker. 31. 2412 Hartford

Wilbert Beal. 24, 332 R it. s.w. and
Shirlev Forbes. 21. 70 P it. n.w.

Theodore Kanin. 38. 1480 Irvine st. n.w.
end Josephine Close. 20. Liberty. Tenn.

Csrl lewis. 22. Marshall. Va. and Eura
Hudgins. 23. Warrenton. Va.

Llovd Mitchell. 24. 8813 6th st. n w. and
Beverlee Bicknell. 22, 1503 30th st.
n.w.

Robert Gibbons 25. 1718 Kilbourne pl.
n.w. and Evelyn Freeman. 32. 3415
Mt. Pleasant st. n.w

Sylvester Herman. 38. 4207 7th st. n.w.
and Maballe Baltimore, 836 Webster
st. n.w.

Thomas Shields. 24. 1004 Newton st. n.e.
and Antoinette Sclennelle. 19, 1021
Newton st. n.e

Barnev Sockwell. 10. and Annie Sock-well. 10, both of 3317 23rd st. n.w.
Carlos Merino. 23. and Patricia Pear-

snn. 18. both of 2013 Mass. ave. n.w.William Daras, 27. 512 I it. n.w. and
Betty Harris. 30. Tronwood. Mich.

Arthur Dawkins. 19. Alexandria. Va.
and Mary! Norman. 18. Alexandria,
Va.

Clarence Hamlin. 31 end WUhelmlna
Perry. 26. both of 1714 P st. n.w.

|HARD WATER PROBLEMS |
I The Lindsay Automatic water I
§ softener for Sale or Rent. Ij
g Filters fir Neutralisers S|
§ Alaska Coal & Brink Co. |
| OT. 4-7300 NA. 8-5885 |

PTA Spring Roundup
The Annandtle Elementary |,

School PTA will hold a “Spring

Roundup” from 8 pm. to 9 pm.
Friday at the school In Annan-
dale, Va.
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$395-00 ua
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Market Sale Backed
NORFLOK. Vs., April 13 UP).

—A majority of Norfolk voters
yesterday Indorsed a city gov-
ernment plan to sell its city

market and old municipal build-
ing to Rennert Garage Corp. of
Baltimore. Under the sale plan,
Rennert will redevelop the site
with a structure costing at least
*2,000,000, and including a
parking ramp for at least 400
cars.

Darby Nee. 34. Rockville. Md. and
Beatrice Davia, 28. 350 Raleigh st. s.e.

Louis Cox. 30. Montgomery Ctv.. Md.
and Frances Dunn. 24. Hot Springs.
Va.

William May. 10. 1110 Park st. n.e. and
June Chase. 19. 1214 6th st. n.w

Wilson Lawrence. 20. 632 Columbia rd.
n.w. and Betty Jackson. 18. 210 D

John O'Reilly. 26. Hyattsville. Md. and
Darlene Hrevus. 20. 318 Delafleld pl.
n.w.

Jerome Schlff. 24. Columbus. Ohio, and
Dobbie Gordon. 18. 6124 7th st. n.w.

Philip Mather. 20. Marshfield. Mass,
and Jimmie Pohan, 30. 1515 Ogden

John Merit. 23. Arlington, Va. and
Evelyn Lafferty. 10. Sheridan, Wyo.

Edward Nelson 26. 018 Ist st. s.w. and
Mary Seals. 24. 431 4th st. s.w.

Steven Dorsey. 49. 900 4th st. n.e.. And
Mildred Gilliam. 41. 000 44th st. n.e.

TERMITES or
FLYING ANTS

Termitt Common Ant

Millions of dollars are expended
annually to control a termitt that
the overage person cannot oven dis-
tinguish from the common ant. Ter-
mite control and ant control are two
different things and should bo
treated differently.

For Positive Identification
For Positive Control
Chock Theea Services:

* Free Inspection and
Estimate

* Five-Year Guarantee
* Annual Inspection
* Unlettered Trucks

PHONE

HU. 3-5050
CAPITOL

CHEMICAL CO.
Exterminating Divition

3255 Prospect Ave. N.W.

Jalousies
Make Your Porch

a Bright New Room

Era* Estimate*
Low Monthly Payments

JL 8-3010
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MEN OF LIBERTY—No. I

aQame Cock”
During the Revolution, General Thomas Sumpter was known as

the “Game Cock” because of the bold openness of his dashing
fights. Sumpter's men were poorly armed with swords fashioned
from saws and knives fastened to poles for lances. Pewter dishes
were melted down to make their bullets. Because of the astonish-
ing spirit of Sumpter’s ragged troop, these crude weapons proved
highly effective in destroying many a well-armed British unit in
the fighting that took place in North Carolina during 1780. A little
can do a lot In assuring your personal financial independence
when you have a dividend-paying savings account at Liberty
Building Association.

« LIBERTY M
BUILDING ASSOCIATION &¦'

14 0 7 G STREET NORTHWEST • SI. J-ItOO

Thursday, S A.M. to t P.M., Friday and Saturday Only
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marhaHaed color!'narblelaed colors. ebony, browns, greens, black mar- yellows, light marbeitsed colors.
blelsed colors.

Armstrong £%o>JW * XXWyifcl

VINYLPLASTIC TILE
_ this is the sheer, clear lustrous plastic-
f like finish that never fades,
w

needs waxing, resists stains and dirt
M like magic. Dirt just wipes off

. . .
H 9xg ond the unusual resiliency makes it

[¦““T”"• _ J Klnck last on<l In almost every beauti-
Marbleizea fu | light or dark color in both

REG. 20c VALUE "SPATTER" and marbleized pa terns.

W« Will Install for a Slight Additional Chargt—Usa Our Budgat Plan
on minimum pnrehases „ ,

All goods subject to prior sale. No phone, mall, or CO D. Allsales final.
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