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When Lincoln took the oath of office as President of the
U.S., on March 4, 1861, the nation was facing one of its
darkest hours; seven states had renounced the Union.
Four more would soon join them. Six weeks later our
country’s bloodiest conflict started. At a cost of359,528
Northern lives and 133,785 Southern lives, peace was
finally restored and the Union preserved.

“Very few members of my family have shared my
admiration for Abraham Lincoln. They were Southern
in their sympathies. But to me Lincoln is one of our
most important Presidents because he closed the door
for all time on the right of a state to leave the Union.
Ironically, the single act for which he is best remembered

the Emancipation Proclamation —is not clearly
understood even by those who revere him most.

"Lincoln was not an Abolitionist. He believed that
slavery was morally wrong. He often expressed his per-

sonal wish that all men everywhere could be free. But
he believed that under the Constitution it was a matter
that each state had the right to decide for itself. He
knew very well that the men of the North did not

answer his call to arms in order to free the slaves. The
objective was to preserve the Union. Everything else
was secondary to that goal.

4. Lincoln Holds the Union Together

“In a letter to Horace Greeley, editor of the
’New York Tribune,’ Lincoln stated his point

of view. It’s astonishing that so few people
today are familiar with it. He wrote, ‘lfIcould
save the Union without freeing any slave, I
would do it. IfIcould save it by freeing all the
slaves, I would do it. IfI could save it by free-
ing some and leaving others alone, Iwould also
do that.’

“The Emancipation was conceived as an act

of military necessity. Lincoln acted under his
emergency wartime powers. Legally speaking,
what he did was to seize and dispose of a large
amount of private property something he
could never have got away with in peacetime,
no matter how much he longed to do it.

“The Proclamation was a master stroke of
psychological warfare. It was intended to underscore
the withdrawal of Lee’s troops after the Battle of
Antietam, an indecisive contest in which the North
claimed victory. Lincoln also hoped that it would draw
off some of the slave labor forces that were supporting
the armies in the South and help swing opinion in
Europe, particularly in England, in favor of the North.

“Today we have still to solve the problems which the
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Emancipation has bequeathed us. Ifwe had had strong,
able men in the White House between 1850 and 1860,
the issues concerned in the Secession could probably
have been settled and the slaves freed peacefully and
justly. The CivilWar would never have occurred and we
would not now be living with its bitter racial aftermath
that distorts the harmonious democracy we so wish to
show the world.”

An aftermath of the Civil War was the almost complete
domination of the national political scene by the Republi-
can Party, the party of Lincoln and of the victorious
North. From 1861 to 1885 the administration was in
Republican hands for six successive terms.

“Grover Cleveland, a Democrat, was elected to office in
1884, ending 24 years of Republican rule in the White

House. It marked the recovery ofour healthy two-party

system. It also marked the end of a period in which
Congress had pushed Chief Executives this way and
that and usurped many Presidential powers. Cleveland
was not the man to stand for that. During his first term,
the Presidential vetoes came down like hailstones.

"When a President doesn’t have a fight or two with
Congress, you know there is something wrong. A man

with thin skin has no business being President. These
scraps are not personal. It’s part of our scheme of

government that the executive and legislative
branches jealously guard their rights against
infringements. But in 188S, Congress had had
things pretty much its own way for a long time.

“Cleveland vetoed 414 bills during his first
administration. Many of them were private
pension bills thinly disguised graft. He
braved the wrath of the Grand Army of the
Republic, the politically powerful veterans’ or-
ganization, when he knocked out the Depend-
ent Pension Bill which would eventually have
put nearly every veteran in the United States
on the public payroll. He forced through the
repeal of the Tenure of Office Act and re-gained
Presidential control over appointment to and removal
from executive office.

“Under Cleveland, our democracy once again began
to function as our founders had intended that it should.

5. Cleveland Restores the Two-Party System

Our government was ready to face the massive prob-
lems of the 20th century, prompted by a newly alert
public and powered by a Chief Executive who had
recovered his independence.”

Under the administration of Franklin D. Roosevelt and
later of Harry S. Truman, the U.S. for the first lime com-
mitted itself to membership in a world organization of
nations. Woodrow Wilson, a generation earlier, was
unable to persuade this country to join the League of
Nations, but his efforts paved the way for the change in
public opinion that eventually resulted in our present
leadership in the United Nations. Wilson has right
the irreconcilables were wrong.

“Credit for the sixth, and perhaps the greatest, event

in our country's history must be shared by two men
Woodrow Wilson and Franklin Roosevelt.

“We followed an isolationist policy for the first ISO
years ofour existence. It took thirty years, two dreadful
wars and two great leaders who literally struggled to

their deaths to lead us to our rightful place in the world.
"Many people think that Woodrow Wilson’s second

term was a failure because he could not persuade the
U.S. Senate to let us join the League of Nations. Yet
it’s quite possible that ifWilson hadn’t tried. Roosevelt
couldn't have succeeded. Both ofthese men understood
what we are dangerously close to forgetting today
that it is the President’s duty to lead the nation in the
conduct of its foreign affairs. This is a responsibility
that cannot be delegated and must not be avoided.

6. The United States Joins the World Community
“Wilson was a great historian and a great leader.

Under him, we became international-minded. He
failed only as a politician. He was unable to enlist the
support of the ‘irreconcilables.’ These Senators abused
their power to approve treaties, kept us out of the
League of Nations and, in my opinion, played a large
role in causing World War 11.

“Roosevelt early recognized the need to keep the
United Nations project above and beyond politics.
When the U.N. opened for business, Arthur Vanden-
berg, a Republican and former isolationist, was a
leading member of our delegation. In this way, we
showed the world that our Continued on page 30
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