
B i]B I ¦

UKSBaBm '** iPa ,-jr •iwjF ,jtilt£k¦

L. IBHPrji i

Robert E. Kuhn shapes a figure of a horse with on acetylene torch and a weld-
ing rod. He works only in steel in his studio at 1420 Ingraham street N.W.
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Don, one of his twin sons, looks ot two of Hie sculp-
tor’s figures, ’’Man With o Bird” ond ”Mon With Rings.
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Sculptor in Steel
By JAMES BIRCHFIELD

Star Staff Writer

FYOU PICTURE a sculptor as an artist with a flowing beard, wearing

a beret and long smock as he chips away with mallet and chisel, then
meet Robert E. Kuhn. a

Mr. Kuhn Is a sculptor with a welder’s torch.
With his acetylene torch, Mr. Kuhn welds strips of steel Into figures

that have a sense of motion, strength ot line and amaslng humor. As far
as he knows, he Is the only sculptor working In steel whose figures are
"rounded,” or complete in all dimensions.

Naturally, since Mr. Kuhn works In steel, his studio looks more like a
blacksmith's shop than an artist’s work room. In the garage at the rear
of his home at 1430 Ingraham street N.W., are the tools of his art—the
torch, a work-bench with protective metal cover, and strips and sheets of
steel lining the walls.

The only Indications of the relationship of this welding shop to an
artist's studio are the piles of stones In a comer, to be used as statue
bases, and the blackboard sketches that become working Ideas for new
sculpture.

There are also a few pieces of driftwood—reminders that Mr. Kuhn
once worked in wood—and several small bottles of ground pigments that
suggest that the sculptor once may have been a painter.

You would be right about this, too, for back In Grand Rapids, Mich.,
where he was bom, Mr. Kuhn started out as a painter, and he later studied
art at the Art Institute of Chicago.

Mr. Kuhn takes understandable pride In the fact that he Is among the
few artists who live entirely by the sale of their works. He turns out more
than 100 sculptures a year and sells about 00 of than.

Sometimes, he brings his work Into the house. If there Is a base for
a figure to be finished, he may do the sanding and rubbing before the
living room fireplace—which, according to Mrs. Kuhn, makes for an untidy
house, but a much more pleasant family life.

The Kuhns have four children—Jim, 10, who attends an agricultural
prep school In West Virginia; Gretchen, 14, the only daughter, and the
twins, Dennis and Dan, 13. The children, Mr. Kuhn says, are his severest
critics. CONTINUED
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"Running Horse With Jockey."
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