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MONDAY, MARCH 23, 1959

F/sca/ Folly
The kicking around that the District

has been getting of late from House Ap-
propriations subcommittees constitutes
a shocking disregard of constitutionally
Imposed congressional responsibility for
the Capital’s welfare. The ruthless and
senseless slashing by the Thomas sub-
committee of a .vital supplemental
appropriation request adds Insult to the
Injury previously Inflicted through the
fiscal irresponsibility of the regular
Rabaut Subcommittee on District Ap-
propriations.

That the drastic mutilation of the
supplemental request was done without
due consideration of the consequences
has been Indicated by the reaction of
Chairman Thomas himself to disclosures
as to the possible disastrous effects of
the $3.4 million cut. He promised to
study the threatened financial crisis,
adding that he was sure Congress would
not approve any reduction in essential
services. Why such a study was not
raide before the cutback was voted Is
yes to be explained.

It Is, Indeed, inconceivable that
Congress-would vote to furlough at
least 1,474 city employes between April 1
and July I—yet District officials have
asserted that only In this way could
the supplemental fund deficit be met.
Included In such layoffs would be 344
uniformed police and 168 civilians at a
time when increased police patrols are
needed to combat street crimes. (The
alternative would be to take the entire
force off the payroll for two weeks.)
And, In another vital safety field, the
equivalent of nine engine companies
would have to be Immobilized by the
Fire Department—a move fraught with
risk of a very dangerous sort.

We cannot believe that the House
or the Senate will Indulge in the fiscal
folly which has been manifest In actions
of the House Appropriations subcom-
mittees on the District so far this
session. The District’s continuing and
long-felt financial plight calls for states-
manlike legislating at the Capitol, not
free-wheeling Irresponsibility.

'Open Season' on Economy
Dr. Sumner Slichter, distinguished

Harvard economist, has launched the
year-long congressional study of the
national economy with some free-
wheeling challenges to the pet theories
of liberals and conservatives alike.

Appearing as the first witness before
the House-Senate Joint Economic Com-
mittee, he ruffled the liberal school of
thinkers by asserting that the high wage
demands of the labor unions are the
greatest single cause of current inflation,
that industry profit margins have
dropped rather than Increased, and that
the Government should raise, not lower,
Its present interest ceiling on bonds as
a means of competing for investment
funds. Perhaps to an even greater degree,
he shocked those devoted to conservative
doctrine by recommending that the 1960
budget be deliberately unbalanced by
about $3 billion, by defending “creeping
Inflation”on several counts—that It en-
courages savings rather than deterring
them, that it is Inescapable if there is
to be growth, and that It does not inevi-
tably progress from creeping to gallop-
ing. And, finally, Dr. Slichter dropped his
“block-buster” by suggesting that all
tariffs and import quotas be abolished
over a ten-year period—or that every-
body stop complaining about rising
prices.

Among other things, however, the
professor revealed himself as a relaxed
realist in the area of mixing politics with
economics. “Ihave little confidence my
suggestions will be carried out,” he
remarked dryly during a question-and-

, answer examination of his testimony.
As a practical matter, of course, Dr.
Slichter’s “little confidence”—particu-
larly on the idea of scrapping tariffs and
quotas—is fully justified. There is, in
fact, a marked trend toward greater
trade protectionism in this country
today. Most recent manifestation was
the curbing of oilImports, but there have
been higher barriers raised against
certain metals and manufactured prod-
ucts—to a point of irritating our nor-
mally good relations with Canada and
Britain. Even the automobile Industry,
once so complacent about its power to
compete with anybody that Henry Ford
II in 1953 proposed a Slichter-llke elimi-
nation of all tariffs and quotas, is openly
worrying about foreign imports today.

With all this, Dr. Slichter’s testi-
mony provides a thought-provoking
kind of beginning for the committee
Inquiry. There will, no doubt, be a wide
range of presentations before the group
completes its work and a monumental
job of staff analysis before any conclu-

dons art advanced. A parallel study
by a cabinet group headed by Vice
Preddent Nixon also is about to start.
Any number of Individuals, in Congress
and out, also are prepared to expound
expertly. In a sense, It Is "open season”
on the national economy—what Is right
or wrong with It, and what should or
should not be done. It will probably
survive without material damage.

Crumbs From Camp David
The fragments of information

which have come out of the Camp
David meeting between the President
and Mr. Macmillan reveal very little In
the way of hard facts. This Is not sur-
prising, of course, for If Mr. Elsenhower
and the British Prime Minister actually
have reached agreement on the Anglo-
American position in the forthcoming
negotiations with the Russians, they
would be foolish to disclose the
details now.

The Preddent evidently has acceded
to Mr. Macmillan’s urglngs for a summit
meeting some time this year—provided
only that conditions “justify”it. But this
Is hardly news, for Mr. Elsenhower vir-
tually said as much in his recent report
to the Nation. The obvious fact Is that
a conference of foreign ministers, with
Mr. Khrushchev In the background,
cannot reach any meaningful agree-
ments on the Berlin and German Issues.
If there is to be an agreement it must
be reached at the heads of state level,
and world opinion Is going to Insist that
such a meeting be held. A summit meet-
ing will fall to materialize only If Mr.
Khrushchev kicks over the apple cart In
a really big way.

There were other items in the Camp
David report—all based on briefings by
White House Press Secretary Hagerty
and his British opposite number, Peter
Hope. They sounded like men treading
cautiously on verbal eggs. Thus, we are
told that Britain and the United Btates
are firmly opposed to any “radical”
thinning out of armed forces in Cen-
tral Europe. They are equally firm In
their opposition to any "disengagement”
which would mean “a pulling apart and
leaving a vacuum in the middle.”

We doubt that there is much sub-
stance to these statements. In the
first place, the qualifications are broad
enough to be very liberally Interpreted
at the conference table. Secondly, Mr.
Elsenhower has stated categorically that
we willnot fight a land war In Europe.
In theses circumstances, the firm state-
ments on disengagement and thinning
out of forces sound like talking points.
For if we are not going to fight a land
war In Europe, what do we propose to
do with the troops stationed along our
side of the Iron Curtain? It seems to us
that we could well afford to thin them
put or pull them back if, as a result, an
acceptable agreement on Berlin and
Germany could be obtained.

Pound-Foolish Frugality
President Elsenhower has reacted

with justifiable sharpness to the House
Appropriations Committee’s rejection of
his urgent request for $225 million in
supplemental money for the Develop-
ment Loan Fund. The fund, which he has
rightly described as a “vital arm of our
foreign policy,”has been operating effec-
tively since 1957 as the Mutual Security
Program’s chief dispenser of economic
aid. The aid, extended in the form of
long-term loans at low Interest rates,
has been designed primarily to promote
economic progress and higher living
standards in underdeveloped countries,
and It has been producing good results.

Last year, when the administration
sought S7OO millionto finance this opera-
tion, Congress cut the request by $225
million. At the same time, however, it
counseled that the President could come
back for a supplemental appropriation
If the fund’s money should run out
before the fiscal year’s end on June 30.
Well, the money has run out, and Mr.
Eisenhower has done as advised, but the
House committee, far from giving him
what he has asked for, has refused to
grant him a single additional penny. As
a result, if the refusal is allowed to stand,
the fund will have to stop all lending
activities for the next several months—-
a standstill that could have very serious
consequences.

In creating this possibility, the Ap-
propriations Committee has resorted to
what the President has described as
“Irresponsible action”—a form of penny-
wlse-pound-foollsh frugality that can
weaken our own security. It can do so
by cutting off a type of aid (loans, not
grants) that many friendly countries
urgently need to build up their eco-
nomies. Not the least reaSbn why such
aid is essential, of course, is that it
helps to counter the threat of Communist
subversion. Mr. Eisenhower’s concern is
therefore altogether well-founded, and
we share his hope that the House as a
whole willreverse its committee’s short-
sighted deqision.

Crisis at Sandringham
Britain’s Queen Elizabeth and Prince

Philip are having “farm” troubles of a
kind that our own sympathetic legis-
lators and bureaucrats no doubt could
resolve with something that would be
known as the “pea plan.”

The royal agriculturalists, it seems,
have been growing peas down Sandring-
ham way and selling them (per acre) to
a pea freezing company. The company
now wants to change the price formula
from (per acre) to (per toir). Sandring-

ham, apparently, grows too few peas
per acre, or possibly too many. (Farm
economics are hard enough to figure out
at best, without getting royalty into the
equation.) From this distance, however,
it seems likely that some form of price
support, combined with acreage control
and bonus payments for not producing
peas, would help Elizabeth and Philip,
and justify the company in charging
the eventual pea consumers a high
enough price' to keep everybody happy,
sort of.
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vl'd Like to Make a Cut... About Here'

LETTERS TO THE'STAR
Urges Boating Facility

I would like to take this
opportunity of expressing my
wholehearted approval of the
proposed Federal-owned boat
club to be built at the mouth
Rock Creek

As president emeritus of
the Potomac Boat Club, hav-
ing served eleven terms as

Pen name* map be used It

lettert carry writer s' correct
names and addresses All
letters are tubiect to conden-
sation.
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stored like lovely Williams-
burg, but It takes so long to
grow a tree!

Mary Ellen DashielL

Aloha Oe
May I be permitted to call

attention to a slight error
for which The Star is more
to be pitied than censured
since It is merely the expres-
sion of a popular fallacy that
has been accepted as truth
for 60 years or more.

In the history of the Sand-
wich Islands in your weekly
review of the news, there was
this paragraph:

“Among the Islands’ best-
known native rulers was
Queen Lllioukalani. who com-
posed the song, ‘Aloha Oe.’
on horseback In 1882.”

She may have been on
horseback in 1882. I don't
know anything about
but I do know that in 1852
Charlie C. Converse published
a song titled “The Rock Be-
side the Bea.” with the same
music as Aloha Oe. Since
Queen Lllioukalani was bom
In 1838, It is hardly likely
that she composed the tune
before Converse Rot it. Any-
way. she is committed to
1882 30 years after it was
first published.

Howard B. Smith.

Serving the Majority
Robert Barnoff, President

of NBC. delivered a brilliant
keynote address In Chicago
to the Association of Amer-
ican Broadcasters. His theme
was the presentation of the
right of industry to serve
the majority rather than
lose its freedom of action by
complying with the wishes
of small but vocal minority
groups.

The points so persuasively
presented by Mr. Samofl for
the television Industry could
be used almost in toto by
those interested in seeing
that American youngsters ob-
tain a basic religious educa-
tion in our public schools.

Mary Hamlet.

Iran's Independence
The Evening Star reported

that Prof. S-rgev Oolunsl’.iy.
member of the Soviet Acad-
emy of Sciences, In an article
nubll*hed in Pravda .on
March 15, 1959. attacked the
“elumsv" attempts of the
Iranian government to get
rid of some of its contractual
obligations to the Soviet
Union, giving the latter the
right, under certain condi-
tions, to enter Iran with
armed forces.

The evolution of the Soviet
credo with regard to impe-
rialism is well Illustrated by
the same Pravda on an iden-
tical subject in an editorial
under the caption “Colonial
Policy and the Proletarian
Government,” published on
January 5.1918 (evening edi-
tion). It reads as follows:

“Now the Soviet govern-
ment has solemnly declared
that it Is going to take its
troops out of Persia. The
great historical injustice will
be wiped out by the Russian
revolutionary proletariat.
From the capitalist view-
point, such a policy is sheer
horror and insanity. And no
wonder. To refuse to seiz -1

such a fat tidbit would seem
the essence of stupidity to
any plunderer

..

How “clumsy" indeed!
Karlfs Kalnins.

Not the First
I wish to take this oppor-

tunity to call your attention
to an article which ap-
peared in The Evening Star
on Monday, March 9. The
article entitled “27 Laymen
Here Get Honors From
Pope.” recited that "a spokes-
man for the Apostolic Dele-
gation said it was the first
time papal honors have been
conferred upon lay members
of the archdiocese since 1948.”

This statement is in error
in view of the fact that on
June 19. 1953. Anthony Izzo.
a lay member of this arch-
diocese. received the Order
of Knight of St. Sylvester,
having been so designated by
Pope Pius XH.

Paul F. Interdonato.

Bethesda a Zombie?
Government by remote con-

trol agalp besets Bethesda.
The county council, the
school board, the county li-
brary board, plus various
county And tntercounty com-
missions decide. Petitions and
neighborhood meetings are ex
post facto, apparently. Be-
thesda with its 82.000 people,
moving toward 150.000. is a
zombie, without voice or life,
once promises of elections
are out of the way.

The proposed cycle of
events which burst forth a
month or less ago ftom Rock-
ville is an example The day
after the Edgemoor Citizens
Association meeting adopted
a resolution questioning it. an
announcement from Rockville
Indicated that the dominoes
will fall in this order: Long-
fellow School property will
be purchased. The Bethesda
Elementary School will be
moved there. The County
Building. Youth Center and
parking for 400 cars will go
to the elementary property.
The Bethesda Library will be
expanded to cover much of
its present ground.

It would appear that the
county council, county school
board, county library board,
Longfellow School and others
were well along on this while
the residents slept: also that
resolutions and petitions were
a bit late.

As I’ve constantly advo-
cated. counterparts to the
Fine Arts Commission and
other controls have insured
more logical development of
Bethesda. With its 82.000 |«o-
--ple, it is largely 3 miles long
and a block wide, business-
wise. with small, false-front,
gulch-town ancestry in its
building program. o<ir parks
and recreation centers are
equally deficient.

Will new traffic congestion
and hazards multiply in an
area already overtrafficked by
business, churches and nor-
mal growth? Will not Wilson
lane and many other narrow,
villagellke adjaoent streets
need speedy widening with
new discussion of tree and

.shrub destruction 7 Has rhe
Triangle been carefully con-
sidered for the County Build-
ing to save the present church
and school area from police,
jail, court congestion and the
usual courthouse atmosphere?
Should these and a Youth
Center be in a one-package
deal? Is expediency taking
the place of logic?

As to the library, I have a
personal long-time interest.
I enjoy Its activity Just over
my back hedge. I was an
early agitator for a library.
Frankly I like the library as
it is.

We are now a branch of a
county library system. With
our growth, would it not be
logical to plan another
equally good branch library
near Walter Johnson High
School? It would be nearer to
thousands of people. Traffic
could be handled with much
less congestion. It would be
another strong link in the
county library chain. My
main point relates to the
issue of more local neighbor-
hood branch libraries, near
the people—or does that not
matter?

Os course, even though
governed in everything by
remote control and without
feeling (except at election
time), we must give way on
many things as we try city
ways without being a city
and as we look to the in-
evitable growth in popula-
tion, business and traffic. I
shall, therefore, mostly sit in
the bleachers, wish we had
more planning, ask an oc-
casional question and stoic-
ally accept any action taken
as more or less inevitable and
preordained from Rockville.

James L. -Fieser.

Harvard Slant
Recent developments at

New Haven convince me, a
second-class Harvard man
(that is, one who attended
only one of the graduate
schools), that instead of dis-
membering Bolivia and di-
viding it among neighbor na-
tions. we should abolish Yale
and divide it among Colum-
bia, Dartmouth and Prince-
ton.

W. H. Walker.
Harvard Law '24.

president, as a vice presi-
dent and chairman of the
Rowing Committee of the
President’s Cup Regatta As-
sociation, as a member of the
executive committee of the
National Association of Ama-
teur Oarsmen, I should like
to express my personal views
on this subject. I have been
rowing on the Potomac River
since 1899, and in 60 years
have never heard of any
oarsman contracting an in-
fectious disease from rowing
on the river. The President’s
Cup Regatta has been held
approximately 25 years and
the Potomac Boat Club row-
ing since 1869 with no ill ef-
fects. Oarsmen never touch
the water while rowing, as
the shells glide on the sur-
face of the water, the riggers
are six or seven inches from
the water surface.

Sailboats have capized
during the many years of
sailing races off Hains Point
at the confluence of the Ana-
costia and Potomac Rivers,

where most of the polution
seems to accumulate, and
again there have been no ill
effects. For years many peo-
ple have been fishing at the
mouth of Rock Creek. Many
members of boat clubs and
friends go in swimming off
the floats of various clubs
without illresults.

A new boat house is a
great need at this time since
rowing is on the Increase in
high schools, colleges and
private boat clubs through-
out the country, which en-
courages developing physi-
cally fit youth. The need of
physically fit youth for the
armed services is obvious and
It also builds up endurance,
develops co-ordination, team
work, clean living and good
sportsmanship. All of these
factors are so important in
reducing Juvenile delin-
quency, too.

These are the reasons I am
100 per cent in favor of this
proposed building. Let’s row
on the Potomac River for
health’s sake.

Georre A. Hernan.

Likes Raw Milk
Could the Maryland and

Virginia Milk Producers As-
sociation please tell me where
I might buy milk from one of
their freshly laundered cows,
milked with the stainless-
steel milking machine, and
watched over by the medi-
cally and hygienically ap-
proved attendant, that hasn’t
had a fair share of the good-
ness cooked out of it via the
pasteurization process?

Since reading of the asso-
ciation’s efforts to supply
only the most highly rated
milk, I can see no real rea-
son for mine to be pasteur-
ized, and would be willing to

assume the risk of any unde-
sirable bacteria it might con-
tain Just to gdt the raw milk
as nature intended it to be.

Mrs. Minnie C. Fullerton.

Mourns for Trees
May I express absolute

agreement with Mr. Wood-
ward and others who have
written of their dismay at the
ruthless demolition of our
trees and the lack of care for
the few that are left!

For years I have raised my

voice in protest, but it is like
one crying in the wilderness.
What can we do? To whom
can we appeal? Have the
city planners and the persons
in authority lost all apprecia-
tion of beauty? Must the city
be simply a thoroughfare in-
stead of a pleasant place to
work and to live? Unsightly
air conditioners protruding
from windows can never re-
place the cool shade of a tree.

With the architectural mon-
strosities and the treeless
streets. Washington, the
Beautiful, is gone forever.
Even the suburbs present a
sickening spectacle and the
parks have been invaded with
miles of speedways and con-
crete bridges.

Perhaps in the far distant
future Washington will be re-

VISTAS IN SCIENCE
By THOMAS R. HENRY

'Big' and 'Little' Brains Connected
SAN JUAN. Puerto Rico

—Working with experimental
animals here, United States
Public Health Service scien-
tists have established for
the first .time connections
between the “bis” and “little
brain.”

The “big brain” is the
cerebrum where are centered
consciousness, intelligence,
voluntary activity, interpre-
tation of things seen and
heard. The “little brain” Is
the cerebellum, second larg-
est unit of the brain struc-
ture. whose functions still
are debatable. It Is believed
to be the part of the brain
essential for all co-ordinated
movement of the body. When
it Is damaged in some places
even the simplest sort of mo-
tions cannot be controlled as
directed by the will. A hu-
man, for example, couldn't
pick a piq off the floor or
even bring the fingers to-
gether when directed to do
so. although the big brain
were entirely intact.

The experiments are under
the direction of Dr. Murphy
Combs of Northwestern Uni-
versity. The work to date has
been entirely with cats. Pre-
sumably the basic brain pat-
tern is quite similar for all
mammals. Later it will be
extended to monkeys, much
nearer to humans but far too
expensive for use In this
stage of the experiments
which requires use of large
numbers of animals.

Use Electrical Technique

- Anatomically traceable
nerve connections between
the cerebellum. Dr. Combs
explains, are chiefly with the
so-called “reticular forma-
tion ” a particular type of
nerve cell structure which
runs through the various or-
gans of the base of the
brain. It has been impossible
to And provable physical
connections between the lit-
tle brain and the cerebral
cortex which controls con-
scious behavior.

The Public Health Service
doctors here have been able
to determine such associa-
tions by a highly specialized
electrical technique. Elec-
trodes are placed both in
precisely determined spots
deep in the tissue of the lit-
tle brain and along the cor-
tex of the big brain. When
a definite response is re-
corded by a cortical electrode
it is considered certain indi-
cation of a point-to-point
association although no ana-

tomical nerve paths can be
detected.

All the responses have been
found in the so-called post*

central gyrus of the cortex,
just back of the forehead,
which long has been known
to be a movement-control
area. Thus far it has not
been possible to establish as-
sociation between the cere-
bellum and “old brain,” the
thalamus, which is a center
for primitive emotions.

So the little brain appar-
ently operates In two direc-
tions an<j is Intimately as-
sociated with mental life,
in so far as physical motion
is concerned. The finding
may be considered one of
the most significant in re-
cent neurology.

There are probably com-
parable human cases in in-
stitutions for the feeble-
minded. although the Public
Health Service doctors are
quite chary of equating mon-
keys and human behavior.

There are monkey babies
here that can’t be weaned.

Some have been bottle-fed
by nurses as long as nine
months. Ordinarily, such an
Infant is able to feed Itself
in a few weeks.

They compare with human
children who must be bottle-
fed from 8 to 10 years, when
they usually die. These mon-
keys seem physically normal
enough. Are they feeble-
minded? This might be
assumed from the fact that
they cannot be taught what
others pick up without teach-
ing, simply from their own
observation.

They are significant fac-
tors in efforts at the United
States Public Health Service
laboratory here to establish
a monkey IQ for different
ages as a baseline from
which abnormalities compa-
rable to human abnormali-
ties can be determined in the
future.

Have Mental Block

That the failure Is in intel-
ligence cannot be assumed,
say the maternity ward doc-
tors in the National Institute
of Health’s unique monkey
hospital. The unweanable
children may have as good
brains as the other little
monkeys except in one
respect. They know where
their bottles are located. They
know how to manipulate
them. But when they uy to
feed themselves there is a
mental block which prevents
them from doing anything
they want to do.

THIS AND THAT
By CHARLES E. TRACEWELL

Temp Jones sometimes
wonders what became ot the
kind man at the old coffee
house.

The kind man was the chef.
He was an Italian, with a

big flowing moustache, and a
wide grin.

He was seldom seen, out
often heard, as he sang in a
loud and pleasant voice some
of the arias from Verdi’s
operas.

He functioned, as far as
guests were concerned, from
a large screen, where he
could be heard bustling
around and singing.

* * * •

The chef took a fancy to
Temp Jones, and invariably
went through a sort of ritual
when he heard our hero, then
a very young man. enter ar.d
order his standard piece of
apple pie and a cup of coffee.

The chef would poke his
big head out around the
screen, and wave his hand.

“Wait a minute,” he would
grin.”

It was an Italian grin, wide
and happy, in the best of
international traditions.

Jones knew what to expect.
He would take his piece of

pie to a table, and wait.
Pretty soon the whole chef

would emerge, clad in the
typical costume, white hat
and all.

In his right hand he bore
a big silver coffee pot contain-
ing at least three cups.

“There you are.” said the
chef, with some pride.

"Thank you.” Temp Jones
would say. with his ready
grin in exchange.

'•• * •

One day Jones met the chef
on the sidewalk.

“How are you, chef?” he
asked.

The big man grinned, as
usual.

“I am going back to Italy,"
he said, and he must have
gone, because Jones has never
seen him since.

The memory of the silver
pitcher, however, remains,

with a mental picture of a
good guy of the long ago.

Washington is full of good

fellows, but at times they are
hard to find.

** * *

Old John was not hard to
find

John worked in the same
eating place. He was aged,
probably he had always been
an old man. He had a fine
head of white hair, a wrin-
kled. humorous face, and the
utmost courtesy.

He could serve you a din-
ner in a style that would
have flattered a king. So it
was no wonder that young
Jones took a fancy to him.

Whenever Jones entered,
old John would spot him and
come shuffling over in a cat-
like way he had. as if on
slippered feet.

The chef might be looking
around the screen, grinning
and saying. “Wait a minute.”
as he prepared the big silver
pot of coffee for the price
of 5 cents, a special for a
friend.

John, the old waiter, came
right over

"How are you, John?”
asked Templeton Jones. It
was a part of an act. every-
day the same.

"I am well, thank you,”
replied the waiter.

"What do you know,” Jones
continued.

A broad smile covered the
wrinkled face.

"Young man.” said John,
"IfI knew anything, I would
not be here."

• * *

The truth was that John
knew a great deal, including
the plays of Shakespeare,
salient portions of which he
could recite on demand, with
real feeling.

Temp Jones grew so fond
of the old fellow that one
time he said. “John. I am
going to write up your his-
tory, some day.”

For the one and only time,
the old fellow did not smile.

“Ifyou do.” he said, "I will
return to haunt you.”

Templeton Jones respected
his wishes, so nis ghost has

never come back, only the
memory of a fine man whose
great pride was that he once
had waited on Col. Ingersoll,
the great orator.

Questions and Answers
By THE HASKIN SERVICE

A reader ran ret an answer, by mail, to any auestion of fact by
writing The Star Information Bureau rt3s P street N W.. Washington 4,
D C Please inclose return postage or self-addressed- stamped envelope.

Q. Did Churchill originate

the term “Iron Curtain”?—
K. R.

A. No. This term became
popular after its use by Win-
ston Churchill in a speech
made in 1946. but its origin
may be traced to the early
18th century, when iron cur-
tains began to appear in Eu-
ropean theaters as a safety
measure to prevent fire from
spreading. Walter Nicolai,

intelligence chief of the Ger-
man General Staff in World
War I. is believed to have
been the first person to em-
ploy the phrase in the sense
of a hostile barrier between
nations. In "Geheime
Machte,” he wrote of the
enemy shutting off Germany

from the outside world “as
with an iron curtain.”

Q. How early were heating
stoves, rather than open fire-
places, used by American
colonists? —G. B.

A. American stoves origi-
nated among pioneers from
the German and Scandina-
vian countries, in the crrly
1700s. In Pennsylvania the
earliest stoves consisted of
five iron plates (top. bottom,
iront, and two sides* held
together with angle irons.
The open back fitted into a
hole in the wall which opened
into the fireplace in the ad-
joining room. The stove could
be stoked only through the
fireplace, and the two used
the same chimney.
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