
Words To Live By

“Is There

Anything 4B|
Else

ICan Do For lon ?”
jAfew weeks ago a young intern, after helping me

to perform a difficult examination upon a patient,

asked, “Now, is there anything else I can do for you,

Doctor?”

The feeling of sincere interest and concern in his

unexpected remark had a profound effect on me. It

made me think about the business of doctoring, where

the concepts of service, devotion, dedication, honesty

and loyalty to people who are in trouble should be

taken for granted. It appears, however, that over the

years some of these values have been worn thin; some

have actually been abandoned, and some have been

perverted in pursuit of the “fast buck” or that much-

publicized abstraction, “status.”

Among every other variety of person as well as

doctors, I have sometimes observed a disturbing tend-

ency to think first of “What is there in it for me?”
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“Why become involved?” and “I have other more im-

portant things to do.” As a result, performance tends

to become standardized and superior accomplish-

ments are neither expected, demanded nor achieved.

I think that our traditional ideals have not been

completely lost but that they have simply been

crowded out of our lives by more “practical” motiva-

tions. We are so busy and so concerned with our own

personal affairs that we often overlook the opportu-

nity to serve and appear to subscribe to the “couldn’t

care less” creed. So we tend never to give more than

the occasion requires.

In order to use our abilities and talents to the

fullest degree and more nearly achieve fulfillment as

individuals and as a society, wouldn’t it be a good

idea to ask the question more often: "Now, is there

anything else that Ican do foryou?" And really mean it?
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