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Alvey Defense Ready
For Condetti Jurors

By JERRY O’LEARY, Jr.
Star Staff Writer

BALTIMORE, Feb. 3.—Defense attorneys at the kidnap
trial of Joseph H. Alvey will launch efforts in Federal Court
here Monday to prove the defendant could not have been the
man who kidnaped and killed 7-year-old Michael Condetti.

As Alvey’s trial enters its second week, defense attorneys will
bring before the jury of 10 men and two women the first of

bring before the Jury of 10 men

and two women the first of

more than 20 defense witnesses.

Baltimore Attorney Bernard

L. Silbert, court-appointed to
assist in Alvey’s defense, has

withdrawn from the case be-
cause of the sudden death of

his father. The other attorney,
J. Carl Hill said the father,

former Baltimore Municipal
Court Judge Harry Silbert,

dropped dead in his law of-

fices this morning.

Attempts were being made to-
night to clear the way with

Judge Thomas for Attorney[
James Smith to replace the I

i younger Silbert as co-counsel

: for the defense. Mr. Hill said [
[he already has discussed the |
mid-trial switch in counsel with'

'Assistant United States Attor-

ney Daniel F. McMullen, one

of the prosecutors. The elder

Mr. Silbert is being buried to-
morrow.

The hub of the 42-year-old

[defendant’s case will be evi-

[dence and testimony intended

to prove that Alvey left the
Washington area by train for

Miami, Fla., on Sunday, No-

vember 13, 1960, the day before
Michael disappeared from the
Brentwood Village area of
Northeast Washington where

[he lived. The boy’s sexually
abused and suffocated body
was found three days later in

[a wooded area of Ardmore in

iPrince Georges County, Md.,
more than three miles from his
home.

Accused of Kidnaping

Alvey, a native of Washington
who had lived and worked in

Mount Rainier, Md„ until the
approximate time Michael was

abducted, is accused of kid-
naping under the Lindbergh
Law.

i Mr. Hill contends Alvey al-

[ ready was in Florida when
Michael left his home, at 2415
Fourteenth street N.E., about
3:30 p.m., November 14, 1960,
and went to look at some book-
bags in the nearby Brentwood
Village Shopping Center. The
Government contends Alvey j
spotted the boy in the shopping
center and took him to the
Ardmore area by bus to assault
him.

' The defense attorney said

he expects to introduce evidence
that Michael was kidnaped by
someone else, someone who had
a car. Alvey had no car and
did not know how to drive, he
said.

Mr. Hill said he expects to
place in evidence a moulage
of some tire tracks that were’
found in the soil of a lane lead- [
ing to the secluded spot where [
a hunter discovered Michael’s
nearly nude body on Novem-
ber 17, 1960.

He also said he will call to|
the stand Monday a couple

whose home is near the Prince

Georges County line. The cou-

ple, Mr. and Mrs. James Crosby,
[ have a “vicious” dog, Mr. Hill

! said, which would have given
i the alarm had anyone at-

tempted to walk to the murder
’ scene past the dwelling. Mr.

, Hill said no one could get past
the Crosby dog undetected, as

he himself learned when he

, visited the area shortly before

the trial began.

The Crosbys live at Second
and Brightseat road, Ardmore.

Mr. Hill said he also will at-

[ tack United States Attorney

[Joseph D. Tydings’ contention
that Alvey cashed a SSO check

[ in a Mount Rainier liquor store

[on November 14, 1960. The de-

fense attorney said Alvey
cashed the check on Sunday,
November 13, a day when liquor

stores may not legally open in
Prince Georges County. Mr.
Hillsaid Alvey went upstairs to
the apartment of one of the

owners in order to cash the
check.

The Government introduced
testimony that the check was

deposited in the Suburban

Trust Co. by the liquor store
on Monday, November 14,
after banking hours began.
However, there also was testi-
mony that the store opened for
business at 6 a.m that day.

Evidence Introduced

j The prosecution has intro-
duced evidence that Alvey reg-

istered at the Miami Rescue

Mission between 5 p.m. and
midnight on Tuesday, Novem-

ber 15, 1960, the day after the
crime was committed.

The defense’s first witnesses

Monday will be:
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the hear sounds originating on

[the side of the deaf ear has

[been developed by Israeli re-

Isearchers.

Registration Is Now Open for

Classroom 9

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
On February 6, WTOP-TV, in co-operation with the

University of Maryland, will begin teaching a course

on factors that influence the learning and behavior

of young people from thirteen to twenty. "Classroom

9: Human Development lll—High School Youth"

will be seen every Tuesday and Thursday at 6:30-

7:00 A.M. on Channel 9. The instructor will be
Dr. Daniel Prescott, Professor of Education at the

University.

Registration for the course is now open. Registrants
can earn college credit (3 semester hours) at the

University by completing the course. The tuition

fee for those desiring credit is $52 (for those pre-

viously or currently registered at the University, the
fee is $42). The fee for registrants not desiring
credit is $6. All registrants will receive the text-

book needed for the course.

For more information, write or phone Instruction

by Television, University of Maryland, College Park,
Md. WAfield 7-3800, ext. 7111.

WTOP-TV /©S
at Broadcast-House

. Mrs. W. H. Green of 2504

[Tenth street N.E., who is ex-

[ pected to testify through a

[deposition (she is ill in George-
town University Hospital) that

i she saw Michael playing in a

[ Northeast apartment house
I late on November 14.

[ Mrs. Florence F. Brill of 3422

INewton street, Mount Rainier,
a neighbor of Alvey and his

[ mother, Mrs. Ocie Trumble,
wjjen they lived in that town in

[November, 1960. She is’ex-

I pected to testify concerning the
movements of Mrs. Trumble

and her son. Mrs. Trumble said,
in a deposition, that she re-

turned to the dwelling on Sun-
day night, November 13, and

‘ found her son had left for
• Florida as he told her he would.

Philip Baynard of 32 _- Rhode

[ Island avenue, Mount Rainier,

i Alvey’s employer in the shop

. where the defendant had been

an auto body repairman.
Mr. Hill also said he has

under subpoena a long list of
police officials but has not de-
cided if and when they will be

[called to testify.
The prosecution scored on

two major points during the
first week of the trial before
Judge Roszel C. Thomsen. Mr.

Tydings produced a woman

witness, Mrs. Mary Leistra, who
pointed out Alvey in the court-
room as the man she saw with
Michael in the Palmer Park

( shopping center near the mur-

der scene the day the boy van-

ished. And FBI Special Agent

Ferry, Missing
8 Hours, Found
VICTORIA, British Colum-

bia, Feb. 3 (AP). A ferry. 1
missing eight hours on what!
normally is a 30-minute run,
was found early today tangled
in a log boom.

No injuries were reported
and damage was not estimated.

The Ethel Hunter, with eight
persons and three autos aboard,
was reported to have missed
its dock at Chemainus, on the
east coast of Vancouver Island,
by half a mile in thick fog
and heavy rain.

Trying to get back on course,
the skipper ran into a log
boom. The ferry was found at
1:15 a.m. by a search boat.

The ferry left, Preddy Har-;
bor on Thetis Island at 4:45
p.m. yesterday and was to com-

plete the six-mile run to
Chemainus in 30 minutes.

Elmer Todd gave a graphic ac-

count of a re-enactment of the
crime he said Alvey staged vol-[
untarily after his arrest last
November.

Mr. Hill and Mr. Silbert said
they expect the defense will not

rest until Thursday when the
case is expected to go to the
juryafter both sides summarize
the evidence.

REALTY
COURSE

ENROLLMENTS CLOSING THIS WEEK

ATTENTION LICENSE APPLICANTS. Men and women, young or old, regardless
of education. Be a real estate broker or salesman. Earn extra income in

your spare time. L«arn how to pass your exam, obtain listings, arrange

mortgages and close deals like an expert. YOU MAY STILL ENROLL in
Washington on Wednesday, Feb. 7, at 7 P.M. at the 2400 Hotel, 2400 16th St.

N.W., or in Silver Spring, Md., on Feb. 6 at 7 P.M. at the Y.M.C.A., Indian
Spring Drive. For information phone JUniper 8-1100.
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