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The Mellons' Art

To Be Exhibited
By DOLORES PHILLIPS

Contributing Writer

UPPERVILLE, Va—The

Paul Mellons, whose Rokeby

Farm spreads over many,

many lush, rolling acres near

Upperville, all of it in the

Piedmont Foxhounds terri-

tory, have, at long last, openly
acknowledged that they are

among America’s leading art

collectors.
Paul, like his nine-mile

neighbor, Mrs. John F.
Kennedy, is devoted to fox-

hunting and art. As a mem-

ber of the board of both the

National Gallery of Art and

the Virginia Museum of Fine

Arts in Richmond, he has

been working, quietly, in be-

half of both museums, pro-

moting more and better art,

and art activities for the

Virginia and national public.
As former joint MFHof the

Piedmont Foxhounds, he

knows evepr fence and ditch

in Piedmont territory, as well
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as he knows his Degas and

Stubbs.

For the first time, the Mel-

lons are loaning a hundred

of their drawings and water

colors to Washington’s Na-

tional Gallery of Art as part

of an exhibit of English work

that will be open to the pub-

lic on February I'B. The bal-
ance of the water colors and

drawings will be on loan
from British collections, in-

cluding those from the

Queen’s collection at Wind-

sor Castle and from the Brit-

ish Museum, the Victoria and

Albert Museum, the Tate

Gallery and other institutions

near London.
This part of the National

Gallery exhibit, sponsored by
the English-Speaking Unions

of the United States and the
British Commonwealth will

also be shown at the Metro-

politan Museum of Art in

New York.

According to the National

Gallery, the Mellon collection
that will be exhibited is only

a fraction of their drawings
and water colors. These will

parallel and supplement those
coming from England. Many

artists in the Mellon collec-

tion will not be represented
in the English collection of

another 100 pictures, in-
cluding Sir Joshua Reynolds,

James Seymour, and Francis
Bartlow.

The Mellons lean, more

than slightly, towards the

sporting motif in their col-

lection of drawings, water
colors and painting but their

friends, among them the eat-

ing foxhunters of Piedmont,

are aware of tne other cele-
brated artists represented on

the walls of Little Oak

Springs. A luminous Van

Gogh spans one wall of the

brick foyer where sherry has
been served before hounds
moved off from a meet held
at the Mellon home.

The present collection, ac-

cording to the National Gal-

lery, is at The Brick House

at Rokeby Farm. The brick

house is being made into a

museum and library to house,

among other things, the Mel-
lons’ collection of Renoir
bronzes and some of the

sporting oils loaned to the
exhibit of "Sport and The
Horse”, held two years ago

at the Virginia Museum.
It is hoped that the black

house when finished as a

museum, will be open to the
public. A certain segment of
the public saw itwhen Eliza
Lloyd, Mrs. Mellon’s daugh-
ter, made her debut there
last summer.
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