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na Leopoldowna and Ker son
Ivan, came back to the throne of
her father through the conspir-
acy achieved by Alexis Razum-ovsk- y.

After her accession, to Russia's
throne, Elizabeth proposed mar-

riage to Razumovsky, a request
equivalent to a command, and
married him morganatically in
the palace chapel.

Although Elizabeth had one
daughter, she made Peter of Hol-stei- n,

husband of the famous
Empress Catherine, her heir. The
marriage of Elizabeth and Raz-
umovsky was not happy.

Elizabeth of England in the
thirteenth year of her reign found
her kingdom in such a perilous
crisis that she sent an ambassador
to the Emperor Maximilian at
Spires, informing him that she
would be willing to make alliance
with his brother, the Archduke
Charles.

The emperor replied that his
brother "had turned his thoughts
on another match and was now.
engaged to a princess with whom
there could be no disputes on the
subject of religion." Elizabeth
naturally grew wroth over the
ungracious refusal of her pro-
posal, declaring "that the emper-
or had offered her so great an in-

sult that if she had been a man
instead of a woman, she would
have defied him to single com-
bat."

Catherine Parr, stepmother of
Elizabeth and widow of Henry
VIII, proposed to Thomas Sey-
mour, brother of the earl of Hert
ford, shortly after Henry's death

and before the reading of the
dead king's will.

Seymour was declared to have
been in love with the Princess
Elizabeth and to have become be-

trothed to Catherine simply for
ambition, hoping that she would
be made regent during the minor-
ity of her step-so- n Edward.

But the earl of Hertford had
been designated for that office,
Seymour and Catherine were
married in the chapel at White-
hall with Elizabeth for a witness,
30 days after Henry's deatn, but
Gatherine died, heart-broke- nt by
her husband's neglect and cold-

ness, a few years later.
Victoria of England proposed

marriage to Prince Albert of
in 1839, a

year after she had been crowned
queen of England, succeeding her
uncle, William IV, and, when she
was but 20 years of age.

The Princess Victoria had
been raised in retirement by her
mother, the duchess of Kent, and
her aunt, the duchesS of North-
umberland, and without any ex-

pectation of the necessity of ask-

ing one of the royal gentlemen of
Europe to become a

Upon her accession to the M

throne, however, the eligible roy-
alties of Europe were diplomati- -

rcally brought to her attention.
Her interest, however, was won
by the obscure prince of Saxe-Goth- a.

The story goes that Queen Vic-
toria made her proposal to the
prince with maidenly modesty
in the public view of Kensington
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