
JOHN HOBBS LEARNS THAT HE'S PART OF THE
STATE GOVERNMENT AND GETS BUSY

By W. G. Shepherd.
'(Staff Correspondent.)

Madison, Wis., Jan. 3. By this
time, John Hobbs, who had been
helped by the state to get his sal-
ary when he was injured, whose
daughter Mary had secured a
shortening of her work day with
the aid of the state, whose daugh-
ter Annie's complaint to the state
had resulted in the losing of a
number of evil resorts, and whose
two sons were receiving an educa-
tion in their trades that was prac-
tically free, began to feel that,
after all, he really did have some
influence with the big state of
Wisconsin.

As he thought it over he began
to realize that he himself was part
of the state government and that
every other decent citizen of the
state was also a part of the gov-
ernment.

This belief made John "Hobbs
feel like a strong,
citizen; it made his feel as if he
owed a duty to his state, the duty
of being as good a citizen as he
could be and of seeing that his
children were also good citizens.

One day his brother, Peter,
who runs a farm up north in Wis-

consin, wrote to him and inci-

dentally mentioned the fact that
the farmers up there were being
forced to pay freight rates that
.were too high.

''Write a letter to the railroad
commission about it," advised
John Hobbs

Peter Hobbs did so. Within
two weeks the railroad commis-
sion decided to hold a hearing on
freight rates in that locality and
they asked Peter and some of his
fellow farmers to come to Madi-

son and appear before the com-
mission.

They paid. Peter's fare both
ways and all of his expenses while
he was in town because they fig-

ured that Peter was doing the
state a public service and they
didn't intend to put him to one
penny's personal expense in aid-

ing the people of Wisconsin.
They reduced the freight rates,

too, their reduction making up
part of the grand saving of

a year which has been
made in Wisconsin freight rates
since La Follette first decided
that the state of Wisconsin must
rule the railroads instead of hav-

ing the 'railroads rule the state.

Article No. 6 will show how
state regulations in Wisconsin
helped the Hobbs family in their
social and home life.

"B" STANDS FOR
Borax, beefsteak and beeswax;
for bumblebee, bay rum and
booze. For buckwheat cakes, bal-

lot stuffing and bun. And even
for backslider and Joe Bailey.

One advantage of being fat is
that you never have to sit beside
a fat man on the-trai-

o.


