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THE PEOPLE OF TOLEDO, O., SET FINE EXAMPLE IN
HANDLING STREET RAILWAY SITUATION

The way the people of Toledo,
O., are handling their tramway
troubles is interesting in view of
the present situation in Chicago.

Under the authority of the city
government of Toledo, the people
of that city today are refusing to
pay more than 3 cents carfare.
The street railway company is in-

sisting on 5 cents. The people
are permitting the company to
evict them from the cars, and
then the city attorney of Toledo,
is bringing suit on their behalf
against the company.

The Toledo situation goes back
some years to a time when cer-
tain of the street railway com-
pany's franchises expired.

About the same time, the peo-
ple had got on to the curves of
the Democratic-Republica- n ma-
chine combination, which had
been splitting up the spoils of the
city for many years.

Once on to this ma-

chine game, the people became
extremely busy. They formed a
new party. It wasn't a Progres-
sive Republican party, nor a Pro-
gressive Democratic party, nor a
Socialist party. It was just the
party of the people in Toledo, and
for campaign purposes, the Peo-
ple called themselves the Inde-
pendents.

Thus the people were in con-

trol of the city government
when the tramway franchise
came up, and the joy of the peo-
ple thereat was great.

The street railway company,
colliquially and revilingly known

as the "Big Con," had been be-

having for many years after the
general manner of street railway
companies. Poor service; running
cars just when they felt like it;
turning their deaf ear to the pro-

tests 'of the people, bossing the
city government, and generally
making a hog of itself, just as the
Chicago Street Railway com-

pany is doing now.
So, when the Big Con asked the

people's government for renewed
franchises, the people's govern-
ment politely pointed out that the
service of the Big Con in the past
had not been all that it' might
have been, and that consequently,
they, as representing the people
of Toledo, could not renew the
franchises unless the Big Con im-

mediately reformed.
"Oh, all right," said the Big

Con. "You think you've had bad
service in the past? Now, we'll
show you. And we'll run without
franchises in the future."

(This had proved a fine line of
talk in the past, and always had
brought the helpless people
round.)

But the People of Toledo were
running their own government
now, and weren't helpless in the
least. When the Big Con kept its
promise, and its service became
worse, the city council met and
passed an ordinance.

That ordinance arbitrarily cuts
all street carfares within the lim-

its of, Toledo to 3 cents until such'
time as the street railway com-
pany shall obtain (on the people's


